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APOLOGETIC  POSTSCRIPT 


ODE  UPON  ODE. 


Principibus  placuifle  viris  non  ultima  laus  eft.  Hor  at 

/ 

The  Bard  whofe  verfe  can  charm  the  best  of  Kings, 
Pcrformeth  mofi  extraordinary  things  ! 


VOL.  II. 


B 


THE  ARGUMENT. 


Peter  nobly  acknowledgeth  error,  fufp^fteth  an  interfering 
Devil,  and  fupplicateth  liis  Reader — He  boafteth,  wittily 
parodieth,  and  moft  lear  .edly  quoteth  a Latin  Poet — He 
fhowethmuch  affeftion  for  Kings,  illuftrating  it  by  a beautiful 
fimile — Peter  again  waxeth  witty — Refolution  declared  for 
rhyme  in  confequence  of  encouragement  from  our  two  Uni- 
versities— Peter  wickedly  accufed.  of  King-roafting  ; re- 
futeth  the  malevolent  charge  by  a moll  apt  illullration — Peter 
criticifeth  the  blunders  of  the  liars — Peter  replieth  to  the 
charges  brought  againll  him  by  the  World — He  difplayeth 
great  Bible  knowledge,  and  njaketh  a “(hrewd  obfervation  on 
King  David,  UIiiah,  and  the  Sheep,  fuch  as  no  Commen- 
tator ever  made  before — Peter  challengeth Courtiers  to  equal 
his  intrepidity,  and  proveth  his  fuperiority  of  courage  by 
giving  a deleftable  tale  of  Dumplings — Peter  anfwereth 
the  unbelief  of  a vociferous  World — Declareth /c/zV  love 

for  Kings — Peter  peepeth  into  Futurity,  and  telleth  the 
fortune  of  the  Prince  of  Wales — He  defcanteth  on  the 
high  province  of  ancient  Poets,  and  difplayeth  clalfical  eru- 
dition— Peter  holdeth  conference  with  a Quaker — Peter, 
as  ufual,  turneth  rank  Egotiji — He  telleth  llrange  news  relating 
to  Majesty  and  Pepper  Arden — Peter  apologifeth  for 
impudence,  by  a tale  of  a French  King — P e t e r,  imitating  Ovid, 
who  was  tranfported  for  his  impudent  Ballads,  talketh  to  his 
Ode— Suggelleth  a royal  anfwer  to  Odes  and  Ode-faclors — 
Happily  felefteth  a llory  of  King  Canute,  illuftrating  the 
danger  of  Hopping  thfi  jpouths  of  Poets  with  halters,  &c, 
inftead  of  meat— Peter  concludeth  with  a wife  obfervation. 
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ODE  UPON  ODE. 


Rba  DER,  I folemnly  proteft 
I thought  tliat  I had  work’d  up  all  my  rhyme ! 
What  ftupid  demon  hath  my  brain  polTefs’d  ? 

I prithee,  pardon  me  diis  time : 

Afford  thy  patience  through  more  Ode ; 

’Tis  not  a vaft  extent  of  road : 

Together  let  us  gallop  then  along: 

Moft  nimbly  fhall  old  Pegafus,  my  hack,  ftir. 

To  drop  the  image — prithee  hear  more  fong. 

Some  ‘ more  laji  words  of  Mr.  Baxter.’ 

A wond’rous  fav’rite  with  the  tuneful  throng, 
Sublimely  great  are  Peter’s  pow’rs  of  fong: 

His  nerve  of  fatire,  too,  fo  very  tough. 

Strong  without  weaknefs,  without  foftnefs  rough. 

B 2 What 
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What  Horace  faid  of  ftreams  in  eafy  lay. 

The  marv’ling  World  of  Peter’s  tongue  may  fay  3 
His  tongue,  fo  copious  in  a flux  of  metre, 
Labitur  et  labetur  i” 


ODE 


c 


o 


D 


"Vy^ORLD!  ftop  thy  mouth — I am  refolv’d  to 
rhyme — 

I cannot  throw  away  a vein  fublime : 

If  I may  take  the  liberty  to  brag  • 

I cannot,  like  the  fellow  in  the  Bible^ 

Venting  upon  his  mailer  a rank  libel. 

Conceal  my  talent  in  a rag: 

Kings  mull  continue  Hill  to  be  my  theme— 

Eternally  of  Kings  I dream  : 

As  beggars  ev’ry  night,  we  mull  fuppofe. 

Dream  of  their  vermin,  in  their  beds ; 

Eecaufe^  as  ev’ry  body  knows^ 

Such  things  are  always  running  in  their  heads, 

Befides — were  I to  write  of  common  folks. 

No  foul  would  buy  my  rhymes  fo  llrange,  and  jokes: 
Then  what  becomes  of  mutton,  beef,  and  pork  ? 
How  would  my  mallicating  mufcles  work  ? 

B 3 Indeed, 
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Indeed,  I dare  not  fay  they  would  be  idle ; 

But,  like  my  Pegafus’s  chaps,  fo  ftout. 

Who  plays  and  wantons  with  his  bridle. 

And  nobly  flings  the  foam  about. 

So  mine  would  work — On  what  ?”  my  reader  cries. 
With  a ftretch’d  pair  of  unbelieving  eyes — 

Heav’n  help  thy  molt  unpenetrating  wit ! 

On  a hard  morfel — Hunger’s  iron  bit. 

By  all  the  rhyming  goddefles  and  gods 
I will — I mujl^  perfilb  in  Odes  j 
'And  not  a pow’r  on  earth  fliall  hinder: 

I hear  both  * Univerfities  exclaim, 

‘‘  Peter,  it  is  a glorious  road  to  fame ; 

“ Eu^  Poeta  magne — well  faid,  Pindar  T' 

Yet  fome  approach  with  apoftolic  face. 

And  cry,  “ O Peter,  what  a want  of  grace 

“ Thus 

♦ 

* The  violence  of  the  Univerfities  on  this  occafion  may  pro* 
bably  arife  from  the  contempt  thrown  on  them  by  his  Majefty’s 
fending  the  Royal  Children  to  Gottingen  for  education;  but 
have  not  their  Majfties  amply  made  it  up  to  Oxford,  by  a vifit 
to  that  cel^rated  femiitary  ? and  is  not  Cambridge  to  receive 
the  fame  honour  ? 
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" Thus  in  thy  rhyme  to  roaft  a King !” 

I roafi  a King ! by  heav’ns  ’tis  not  a faft— 

I fcorn  fuch  wicked  and  diQoyal  adl : 

Who  dares  aflert  it,  fays  a fland’rous  thing. 

Hear  what  I have  to  fay  of  Kings : 

If,  unfublime,  they  deal  in  childilh  things. 

And  yield  not,  of  reform,  a ray  of  hope  j 
Each  mighty  Monarch  ftrait  appears  to  me 
A roafter  of  himJelf-^Felo  de  fe  j 
I only  a61:  as  Cook,  and  dip  him 

Reader ! another  fimile  as  rare : 

My  verles  form  a fort  of  bill  of  fare. 

Informing  guefts  what  kind  of  flelh  and  filh 

Is  to  be  found  within  each  difh  j 

That  eating  people  may  not  be  miftaken. 

And  take,  for  ortolan,  a lump  of  bacon.' 

Whenever  I have  heard  of  Kings 

Who  place  in  goffipings,  apd  news,  their  pride. 
And  knowing  family  concerns — mean  things  ! 

Very  judicioufly,  indeed.  I’ve  cry’d, 

I wonder 

« How  their  blind  ftars  could  make  fo  grofs  a blunder !” 

B 4.  “ Inftead 
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Inftead  of  fitting  on  a throne 
In  purple  rich — of  ftate  fo  full, 

‘‘  They  fliould  have  had  an  apron  on, 

“ And,  feated  on  a three-legg’d  ftool. 
Commanded,  of  dead  hair,  the  fprigs 
To  do  their  duty  upon  wigs. 

“ By  fuch  miftakes,  is  Nature  often  foil’d: 

Such  improprieties  fhould  never  fpring — 

“ Thus  a fine  chattering  harler  may  be  fpoil’d. 
To  make  a mofl:  indifTrent  King.” 

“ Sir,  Sir,  (I  hear  the  world  exclaim)' 

At  too  high  game  you  impudently  aim. 
How  dare  you,  with  your  jokes  and  gibes. 
Tread,  like  a horfe,  on  kingly  kibes  r” 

Folks  who  can’t  fee  their  errors,  can’t  reform  .* 
No  plainer  axiom  ever  came  from  man; 

And  ’tis  a Chriftian’s  duty,  in  a ftorm. 

To  fave  his  finking  neighbour,  if  he  can : 
Thus  I to  Kings  my  Ode  of  Wifdom  pen, 
Becaufe  your  Kings  have  fouls  like  common  men. 


The- 
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The  Bible  warrants  me  to  fpeak  the  truth ; 

Nor  mealy-mouth’d  my  tongue  in  filence  keep : 
Did  not  good  Nathan  tell  that  buckifh  youth, 
David  the  King,  that  he  ftole  fheep  ? 

Stole  poor  Uriah’s  little  fav’rite  lamb — 

An  ewe  it  chanc’d  to  be,  and  not  a ram ; 

For  had  it  been  a ram,  the  royal  glutton 

r 

Had  never  meddled  with  Uriah’s  mutton. 

What  modern  Courtier,  pray,  hath  got  the  face 
To  fay  to  Majefty,  “ O King! 

At  Juch  a time,  in  Juch  a place. 

You  did  a very  foolilb  thing  ?” 

What  Courtier,  not  a foe  to  his  own  glory. 

Would  publifh  of  his  King  this  fimple  ftory  ? 


the 


/ 
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The  apple  DUMPLINGS  and  a KING. 


ONCE  on  a time,  a Monarch,  tir’d  with  hooping. 
Whipping  and  fpurring. 

Happy  in  worrying 
A poor,  defencelefs,  harmlefs  buck, 

(The  horfe  and  rider  wet  as  muck,) 

From  his  high  confequence  and  wifdom  {looping. 
Enter’d,  through  curlofity,  a cot, 

Where  fat  a poor  old  woman  and  her  pot. 

The  wrinkled,  blear-ey’d,  good,  old  Granny, 

In  this  fame  cot,  illum’d  by  many  a cranny. 

Had  finifh’d  apple  dumplings  for  her  pot : 

In  tempting  row  the  naked  dumplings  lay. 

When,  lo  ! the  Monarch,  in  his  ufual  way^ 

Like  lightning  fpoke,  What’s  this  ? what’s  this  ? 
“ what?  what?” 

Then  taking  up  a dumpling  in  his  hand. 

His  eyes  with  admiration  did  expand ; 

And  oft  did  Majefty  the  dumpling  grapple : 

’TIs 
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’Tis  monftrous,  monftrous  hard  indeed,”  he  cry’d : 
‘‘  What  makes  it,  pray,  fo  hard  ?” — The  Dame  reply’d. 
Low  curtfying,  “ Pleafe  your  Ma:jefl:y,  the  apple.” 

‘‘  Very  aftonifliing  indeed! — ftrange  thing!” 
(Turning  the  dumpling  round,  rejoin’d  the  King.) 

“ ’Tis  molt  extraordinary  then,  all  this  is — 

It  beats  * Pinetti’s  conjuring  all  to  pieces — 
Strange  I lliould  never  of  a dumpling  dream ! 

‘‘  But,  Goody,  tell  me  wherCj  where,  where’s  the  Team  ?” 

" Sir,  there’s  no  feam  (quoth  fhe)  j I never  knew 
That  folks  did  apple  dumplings  Jew.'" 

No  ! (cry’d  the  ftaring  Monarch  with  a grin) 

‘‘  How,  how  die  devil  got  the  apple  in?” 

t 

On  which  the  Dame  the  curious  fcheme  reveal’d 
By  which  the  apple  lay  fo  fly  conceal’d. 

Which  made  the  Solomon  of  Britain  ftart ; 

Who  to  the  Palace  with  full  fpeed  repair’d. 

And  Queen,  and  Princeflhs  fo  beauteous,  fear’d, 

All  with  the  wonders  of  the  Dumpling  art ! 

There 


* Formerly  a great  favourite  at  Court. 
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There  did  he  labour  one  whole  week,  to  fliow 
The  wifdom  of  an  Apple-Dumpling  Maker  ; 
And  lo ! fo  deep  was  Majefty  in  dough. 

The  Palace  feem’d  the  lodging  of  a Baker. 


READER,  thou  likefi;  not  my  tale — look’ll:  hlue : 
Thou  art  a Courtier — roareft,  “ Lies,  lies,  lies 
Do,  for  a moment.  Hop  thy  cries— 

I tell  thee,  roaring  infidel,  ’tis  true, 

i 

Why  Ihould  it  not  be  true  ? — The  great efi  men 
May  afk  a foolilli  queftion  now  and  then — 

This  is  the  lano;uage  of  all  as-es. 

Folly  lays  many  a trap — we  can’t  efcape  it: 

Nerao  (fays  fome  one)  omnibus  horis  /apit : 

Then  why  not  Kings,  like  me  and  other  fages  ? 

Far  from  defpifmg  Kings,  I like  the  breed. 
Provided  King-like  they  behave : 

Kings  are  an  inflrumcnt  we  need. 

Juft  as  we  razors  want — to  lhave; 


To 
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To  keep  the  State’s  face  fmooth — give  it  an  air — 
Like  my  Lord  North’s,  fo  jolly,  round,  and  fair. 

My  fenfe  of  Kings  though  freely  I impart — 

I hate  not  royalty,  Heav’n  knows  my  heart. 

Princes  and  PrincelTes  I like,  fo  loyal — 

/ 

Great  George’s  children  are  my  great  delight; 

The  fweet  Augufta,  and  fweet  Princefs  Royal, 

Obtain  my  love  by  day,  and  pray’rs  by  night. 

Yes ! I like  Kings — and  oft  look  back  with  pride 
Upon  the  Edwards,  Harry’s  of  our  ifle — 

Great  fouls ! in  virtue  as  in  valour  try’d, 

Whofe  adlions  bid  the  cheek  of  Britons  fmile. 

Mufe  ! let  us  alfo  forward  look. 

And  take  a peep  into  Fate’s  book. 

Behold  ! the  feeptre  young  Augustus  fways ; 

I hear  the  mingled  praife  of  millions  rife ; 

I fee  uprais’d  to  Heav’n  their  ardent  eyes, 

That  for  their  Monarch  alk  a length  of  days. 


Bright 
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Bright  In  the  bright efi  annals  of  renown, 

BehoM  fair  Fame  his  youthful  temples  crown 
With  laurels  of  unfading  bloom ; 

Behold  Dominion  fwell  beneath  his  care. 

And  Geniits,  riling  from'  a dark  delpair. 

His  long-extinguilh’d  fires  relume. 

Such  are  the  Kings  that  fuit  my  tafte,  !•  own ; 

Not  thoje  where  all  the  littleneJJ'es  join ; 

Whofe  fouls  fhould  ftart  to  find  their  lot  a throne^ 
And  blulli  to  fhow  their  nofes  on  a coin. 

Reader,  for  fear  of  wicked  applications,' 

I now  allude  to  Kings  of  foreign  nations,- 

Poets  (fo  unimpeach’d  tradition  fays) 

The  foie  hiftorians  Were  of  ancient- days. 

Who  help’d  their  heroes  Fame’s  high  hill  to  damber; 
Penning  their  glorious  ads  in  language  ftrong. 

And  thus  preferring,  by  immortal  fong. 

Their  precious  names  amidft  their  tuneful  amber. 

W^at  am  I doing  ? Loid ! the  very  fame — 
Preferving  many  a deed  defer ving  Fame, 


4 
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Which  that  old  lean,  devouring  fhark,  call’d  Time, 
Would,  without  ceremony,  eat; 

In  my  opinion,  far  too  rich  a treat : 

I therefore  merit  Jiatues  for  my  rhyme. 

All  this  is  laudable  (a  Quaker  cries) ; 

“ But  let  grave  Wisdom,  Friend,  thy  verfes  rule  j 
“ Put  out  thine  Irony’s, two  fquinting  eyes — 
Defpife  thy  grinning  monkey.  Ridicule.” 

What!  flight  my  fportive  monkey.  Ridicule, 
Who  a£ls  like  birch  on  boys  at  fchool, 

Neglefting  lefTons — truant,  p’rhaps,  whole  weeks! 
My  Ridicule,  with  humour  fraught,  and  wit. 

Is  that  fabric  friend,  a gouty  fit. 

Which  bites  men  into  health  and  rofy  cheeks : 

A moral  Mercury  that  cleanfeth  fouls 
Of  ills  that  with  them  play  the  devil ; 

Like  mercury  that  much  the  pow’r  controls 
Of  prefents  gain’d  from  ladies  over  civil. 

Reader,  I’ll  brag  a little,  if  you  pleafe : 

The  ancients  did  fo,  therefore  why  not  I? 

Lo  ! for  my  good  'advice  I aflc  no  fees, 

Whilft  other  Doflors  let  their  patients  die ; 
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That  is,  fuch  patients  as  can’t  pay  for  cure— 

A very  felfilh,  wicked  thing,  I’m  fure. 

Now  though  I’m  foul  phyfician  to  the  King, 

I never  begg’d  of  him  the  fmalleft  thing 
For  all  the  threlhing  of  my  virtuous  brains ; 
Nay,  were  I my  poor  pocket’s  ftate  t’  impart. 

So  well  I know  my  Royal  Patient’s  heart. 

He  would  not  give  me  two-pence  for  my  pains. 

But  hark  ! folks  fay  the  King  is  very  mad : 

The  news,  if  true,  indeed,  were  very  fad. 

And  far  too  ferious  an  affair  to  mock  it; 

Yet  how  can  this  agree  with  what  I’ve  heard. 
That  fo  much  by  him  are  my  rhymes  rever’d — ■ 
He  goes  a hunting  with  them  in  his  pocket  ? 

And  when  thrown  out — which  often  Is  the  cafe, 
(In  bacon  hunting,  or  of  bucks  the  race) 

My  verfe  fo  much  his  Majefty  bewitches. 

That  out  he  pulls  my  honour’d  Odes, 

And  reads  them  on  the  turnpike  roads — 

Now  under  trees  and  hedges — now  in  ditches. 
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Hark ! with  aftonifhment,  a found  I hear. 

That  ftrikes  tremendous  on  my  ear  j 

It  fays.  Great  Arden,  commonly  call’d  Pepper, 

Of  mighty  George’s  thunderbolts  the  keeper. 

Juft  like  of  Jupiter  the  famous  eagle. 

Is  order’d  out  to  hunt  me  like  a beagle. 

if* 

But,  eagle  Pepper,  give  my  love 
Unto  thy  lofty  mafter,  Mifter  Jove, 

And  alk  how  it  can  fquare  with  his  religion> 

To  bid  thee,  without  mercy,  fall  on. 

With  thy  Ihort  Ihirdy  beak,  and  iron  talon> 

A pretty,  little,  harmlefs,  cooing  pigeon  ? 

By  heav’ns,  I dilbelievc  the  fa<5l — 

A Monarch  cannot  fo  unwifely  aft  ! 

Suppofe  that  Kings^  fo  rich,  are  always  mumpng^ 
Praying  and  prelTing  Minifters  for  money ; 

Bidding  them  on  our  hive  (poor  bees !)  be  thumping, 
T rying  to  (hake  out  all  our  honey  i 

A thing  that  oft  hath  happen’d  in  our  ifle  ! 

- Pray,  lhan’t  we  be  allow’d  to  fmile  ? 

VoL.  II.  G 


To 


apologetic  postscript 


i8 

To  Gut  a joke,  or  epigram  contrive. 

By  way  of  folace  for  our  plunder’d  hive  ? 

A King  of  France  (I’ve  loft  the  Monarch’s  name) 
Had,  avaricious,  got  himfelf  bad  fame. 

By  moft  unmannerly  and  thievifh  plunges 
Into  his  fubjecls  purfes — 

A deep  manoeuvre  that  obtain’d  their  curfes, 

Becaufe  it  treated  gentlefolks  like  fpunges. 

To  fliow  how  much -they  relllh’d  not  fuch  fqueezing. 
Such  goods  and  chattel-feizing. 

They  publifh’d  libels  to  difplay  their  hate  j 
To  comfort,  in  fome  fort,  their  fouls. 

For  fuch  a number  of  large  holes 
Eat  by  this  Royal  Rat  in  eacli  cftate. 

' Tlie  Premier  op’d  his  gullet  like  a fhark. 

To  hear  fuch  fatires  on  the  Grand  Monarqjie, 
And  roar’d — " Meflieurs,  you  foon  fhail  feel 
“ My  criticiftri'  upon  your  ballads, 

" Not  to  your  tafte  fo  fweet  as  frogs  and  fallads; 

“ A ftridure  critical,  yclcp’d  Bastile.” 


But 
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But  firft  he  told  the  tidings  to  the  King ; 

Then  fwore  par  Dieu  that  he  would  quickly  bring 
Unto  the  grinding-ftone  their  nofes  down — 

Noj  not  a foul  of  ’em  Ihould  ever  thrive  j 
He’d  flay  them,  like  St.  Bartlemew,  alive — 
Villains ! for  daring  to  infult  the  Crown. 


The  Monarch  heard  Monfieur  le  Premier  out. 

And,  fmiling  on  his  loyalty  fo  ftout, 

,Reply’d,  Monfieur  le  Premier,  you  are  wrong; 
Don’t  of  the  pleailire  let  them  be  debarr’d ; 

“ You  know  how  we  have  fcrv’d  ’em — faith ! ’tis  hard 
They  fhould  not  for  their  money  have  a Jong^'^ 

Ovid,  fweet  ftory-teller  of  old  times, 

(Unluckily  tranfported  for  his  rhymes,) 

Addrefs’d  his  book  before  he  bade  it  walk ; 

Therefore  my  Worlhip,  and  my  Ode, 

In  imitation  of  luch  clalTic  mode. 

May,  like  two  Indian  nations,  have  a talk.  ' 

Dear  Ode ! whofe  verfe  the  true  fublime  affords. 
Go,  vifit  Kings,  Queens,  Parafites,  and  Lords; 

“ And  if  thy  modefl  beauties  they  adore. 

Inform  them  they  fliall  fpeedily  have  more.” 

C 2 
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, But  poffibly  a mighty  King  may  fay, 

« Ode!  Ode  1— What?  what?  I hate  your  rhymr 
“ haranguing ; 

I 

‘‘  I’d  rather  hear  a jackafs  bray : 

“ I never  knew  a.  poet  worth  die  hanging. 

« I hate,  abhor  them— but  I’ll  clip  their  wings; 

I’ll  teach  the  faucy  knaves  to  laugh  at  Kings : 

Yes,  yes,  the  rhyming  rogues,  their  fongs  lhall  rue, 
‘‘  A ragged,  bold- fac’d,  ballad-fmging  crew. 

“ Yes,  yes,  the  poets  lhall  my  pow’r  confefs ; 

“ I’ll  maul  that  fpawning  devil  call’d  the  Prefs.’^ 

If  furious  thus  exclaim  the  King  of  glory,  , 

Tell  him,  O gentle  Muse,  this  pithy  ftory. 


KIN®  . 


TO  ODE  UPON  ODE. 
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KING  CANUTE  and  HIS  NOBLES. 

\ 

A TALE. 

CANUTE  was  by  his  nobles  taught  to  fancy. 

That,  by  a kind  of  royal  necromancy. 

He  had  the  pow’r  Old  Ocean  to  controul: 

Down  mfli’d  the  Royal  Dane  upon  the  ftrand. 

And  iflued,  like  a Solomon,  command—- 
Poor  foul ! 

Go  back,  ye  waves,  you  bluft’ring  rogues,”  quoth  he, 
‘‘  Touch  not  your  Lord  and  Mailer,  Sea  j 
“ For  by  my  pow’r  almighty,  if  you  do”— r- 

I 

Then  Haring  vengeance,  out  he  held  a Hick, 

Vowing  to  drive  Old  Ocean  to  Old  Nick, 

Should  he  ev’n  wet  the  latchet  of  his  Ihoe. 

Old  Sea  retir’d — the  Monarch  fierce  rulh’d  on. 

And  look’d  as  if  he’d  drive  him  from  the  land  j 
But  Sea  not  caring  to  be  put  upon. 

Made  for  a moment  a bold  Hand ; 

Not  only  make  a J}and  did'MisTER  Ocean, 

But  to  his  honell  waves  he  made  a motion, 
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And  bad  them  give  the  King  a hearty  trimming : 
The  orders  fcem’d  a deal  the  waves  to  tickle ; 

For  foon  they  put  his  Majefty  in  pickle, 

And  fet  his  Royalties,  like  geefe,  a fwimming. 

All  hands  aloft,  with  one  tremendous  roar. 

Soon  did  they  make  him  wilh  himfelf  on  fhore  j 
His  head  and  ears  moft  handfomely  they  dous’d  j 
Juft  like  a porpus,  with  one  general  Ihout, 

The  waves  fo  tumbled  the  poor  King  about — 

No  Anabaptift  e’er  was  half  fo  fous’d. 

At  length  to  land  he  crawl’d,  a half-drown’d  thing, 
Indeed  more  like  a crab  than  like  a King, 

And  found  his  Courtiers  making  rueful  faces. 

But  what  faid  Canute  to  the  Lords  and  Gentry, 
Who  hail’d  him  from  the  water,  on  his  entry, 

All  trembling  for  their  lives  or  places  ? 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen,  by  your  advice, 

“ I’ve  had  with  Mister  Sea  a pretty  buftle; 

My  treatment  from  my  foe  not  over  nice, 

‘‘  Juft  made  a jeft  for  ev’ry  fhrimp  and  mufcle : 

" A pretty  trick  for  one  of  my  dominion  !— 

**  My  Lords,  I thank  you  for  your  great  opinion. 

« You’ft 
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You’ll  tell  me,  p’rhaps.  I’ve  only  loft  one  game. 
And  bid  me  try  another — for  the  rubber : 
Pomnit  me  to  inform  you  all,  with  fhame. 

That  you’re  a fet  of  knaves,  and  I’m  a lubber. 

Such  is  the  ftory,  my  dear  Ode, 

Which  thou  wilt  bear — a facred  load  1 

Yet,  much  I fear,  ’twill  be  of  no  great  ufc; 
Kings  are  in  general  obftinate  as  mules 
Thofe  who  furround  them,  moftly  rogues  and  fools. 
And  therefore  can  no  benefit  produce. 

Yet  ftories,  fentences,  and  golden  rules. 
Undoubtedly  were  made  for  rogues  and  fools: 

But  this  unluckily  the  fimple  faft  is ; 

Thofe  rogues  and  fools  do  nothing  but  admire^ 

And,  all  fo  dev’lifli  modeft,  don’t  defire 
The  glory  of  reducing  xhtm  to  pra^ike^ 

• 
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THE  ARGUMENT. 


Peter’s  loyalty — He  fufpedleth  Mr.  Warton  of  joking — Com- 
plimenteth  the  PoetLaureat — Peter  differeth  in  opinion  from 
Mr.  Warton — Taketh  up  the  cudgels  for  King  Edward,  King 
Harry  V.  and  Queen  Befs — Feats  on  Blackheath  and  Wim- 
bledon performed  by  our  moft  gracious  Sovereign— King 
Charles  the  Second  half  damned  by  Peter,  yet  praifed  for 
keeping  company  with  gentlemen — Peter  praifeth  himfelf- — 
Peter  reproved  by  Mr.  Warton — Delireth  Mr.  Warton’s 
prayers — A fine  fimile — Peter  ftill  fufpedleth  the  Laureat  of 
ironical  dealings — Peter  expollulateth  with  Mr.Warton — Mr. 
Warton  replieth — Peter  adminiftereth  bold  advice — Wittily 
calleth  Death  and  phyficians  poachers — Praifeth  the  King  for 
parental  tendernefs — Peter  maketh  a natural  fimile — Peter 
furthermore  telleth  Thomas  Warton  Mthat  to  fay— -Peter 
giveth  a beautiful  example  of  Ode-writing. 

THE  CONTENTS  OF  THE  ODE. 

His  Majefty’s  love  for  the  arts  and  fciences,  even  in  quadrupeds 
— His  refolution  to  know  the  hiftory  of  brewing  beer — Billy 
Ramus  fent  ambalTador  to  Chifwell-ltreet— Interview  between 
Mell'rs.  Ramus  and  Whitbread — Mr.  Whitbread’s  bow,  and 
compliments  to  Majefty — Mr.  Ramus’s  return  from  his  erabafiy 
— Mr.  Whitbread’s  terrors  deferibed  to  Majefty  by  Mr.  Ramus 
—The  King’s  pleafure  thereat— Defeription  of  people  of 
worftiip— Account  of  the  Whitbread  preparation — The  royal 
cavalcade  to  Chifwell-ftreet — The  arrival  at  the  Brewhoufe — 
Great  joy  of  Mr.  Whitbread— His  Majefty’s  nod,  the  Queen’s 
dip,  and  a number  of  queftions — A Weft-India  fimile — T-he 
marvellings  of  the  draymen  deferibed — Flis  Majefty  peepeth 
into  a pump — Beautifully  compared  to  a magpie  peeping  into 
a marrow-bone — The  minute  curiofity  of  the  King — Mr . W hit- 
bread  endeavoureth  to  furprife  Majefty — Mis  Majefty  puzzleth 
Mr.  Whitbread— Mr.  Whitbread’s  horfe  exprefl'eth  wonder — 

Alfa 


A!fo  Mr.  V/hitbread’s  dog — His  Majefty  maketh  laudable 
enquiry  about  Porter — Again  puzzleth  Mr.  Whitbread — King 
noteth  notable  things — Profound  queftions  propofed  by  Majefty 
— As  profoundly  anfwered  by  Mr.  Whitbread — Majefty  in  a 
miftake — Corretled  by  the  brewer — A nofe  fimile — Majefty’s 
admiration  of  the  bell — Good  manners  of  the-  bell — Fine 
appearance  of  Mr.  Whitbread’s  pigs — Majefty  propofeth  quef- 
tions, but  benevolently  waiteth  not  for  anfwers — Peter  telleth 
the  duty  of  Kings — ^^Difcovereth  one  of  his  llirewd  maxims — r 
Sublime  fimile  of  a water-fpout  and  a King — The  great  ufe  of 
afking  queftions — The  habitation  of  Truth — The  collation— 
The  wonders  performed  by  the  royal  vifitors — Majefty  pro- 
pofeth to  take  leave — Offereth  knighthood  to  Mr.  Whitbread— 
Mr.  Whitbread’s  objedlions— The  King  runneth  a rig  on  his 
hoft — Mr.  "Whitbread  thanketh  Majefty — Mifs  Whitbread 
curtfteth — The  Queen  dippeth — The  Cavalcade  departeth. 


Peter  triumpheth — Admoniflieth  the  Laureat — Peter  croweth 
over  the  Laureat — Difpovereth  deep  knowledge  of  Kings,  and 
fargsons,andmen  who  have  loft  their  legs — Peter  reafoneth — 
Vaunteth — Even  infulteth  the  Laureat — Peter  proclaimeth  his 
peaceable  difpofition — Praifeth  Majefty,  and  concludeth  with 
a prayer  for  curious  Kings, 
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J-O  M,  foon  as  e’er  thou  ftrik’ft  thy  golden  lyre. 
Thy  brother  Peter’s  mufe  is  all,  on  fire, 

To  ling  of  Kings  and  Queens,  and  fuch  rare  folk; 
Yet,  ’midft  thy  heap  of  compliments  fo  fine. 

Say,  may  we  venture  to  believe  a line  ? 

You  Oxford  wits  moft  dearly  love  a joke. 

I 

Son  of  the  Nine,  thou  writeft  well  on  nought-. 

Thy  thund’ring  ftanza,  and  its  pompous  though 
I think,  muft  put  a dog  into  a laugh : 

Edward  and  Harry  were  much  braver  men 
Than  this  new-chriften’d  Hero  of  thy  pen ; 

Yes,  laureU’d  Odeman,  braver  far  by  half; 

Though  on  Blackheath,  and  Wimbledon’s  wide  plain,. 
George  keeps  his  hat  off  in  a fhow’r  of  rain ; 

Sees  fwords  and  bayonets  without  a dread. 

Nor  at  a volley  winks,  nor  ducks  his  head : 


Although 
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Altliough  at  grand  reviews  he  feems  fo  blefl* 

And  leaves  at  fix  o’clock  his  downy  neft. 

Dead  to  the  charms  of  blanket,  wife,  and  bolfter  j 
Unlike  his  officers,  who,  fond  of  cramming, 

I 

And  at  reviews  afraid  of  third  and  famine. 

With  bread  and  cheefe  and  brandy  fill  their  holders. 

Sure,  Tom,  we  fliould  do  judice  to  Queen  Bess: 
His  prefent  Majedy,  whom  Heav’n  long  blefs 
With  wifdom,  wit,  and  arts  of  choiced  quality. 

Will  never  get,  I fear,  fo  fine  a niche 
As  that  old  queen,  though  often  call’d  old  b — ch. 
In  Fame’s  colofTal  houfe  of  immortality. 

As  for  John  Dryden’s  Charles — ^that  King 
Indeed  was  never  any  mighty  thing  j 
He  merited  few  honours  from  the  pen : 

And  yet  he  was  a dev’lifh  hearty  fellow. 

Enjoy’d  his  girl  and  bottle,  and  got  mellow. 

And  mind — kept  company  with  Gentlemen  : 

For,  like  fome  Kings,  in  hobby  grooms, 

Knights  of  the  manger,  curry-combs,  and  brooms, 
Lod  to  all  glory,  Charles  did  not  delight — 

' Nor 
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Nor  jok’d  by  day  with  pages,  fervant  maids. 
Large,  red-poll’d,  blowzy,  hard  two-handed  jades : 
Indeed  I kjpow  not  what  Charles  did  by  night, 

Thomas,  I am  of  candour  a great  lover; 

In  fhort.  I’m  candour’s  felf  all  over; 

Sweet  as  a candied  cake  from  top  to  toe ; 

Make  it  a rule  that  Virtue  fhall  be  prais’d. 

And  humble  Merit  from  her  bum  be  rais’d : 
What  thinkeft  thou  of  Peter  now  ? 

Thou  cryeft;  “ Oh  ! how  falfe ! behold  thy  King, 
^ Of  whom  thou  fcarcely  fay’ll  a handfome  thing; 
That  King  has  virtues  that  Ihould  make  thee  Hare.’* 
Is  it  fo  ? — Then  the  fin’s  in  me — 

’Tis  my  vile  optics  that  can’t  fee ; 

Then  pray  for  them,  when  next  thou  fay’ll  a pray’r. 

But,  p’rhaps,  aloft  on  his  imperial  throne,. 

So  dillant,  O ye  gods ! from  ev’ry  one. 

The  royal  virtues  are  like  many  a ftar,* 

From  this  our  pigmy  fyllem  rather  far; 

Whofe 

• Such  was  the  fublimc  opinion  of  the  Dutch  aftronomcsf- 
Huygens, 
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Whofe  light,  though  flying  ever  fmce  creation^ 

Has  not  yet  pitch’d  upon  our  nation. 

Then  may  the  royal  ray  be  foon  explor’d — 

And,  T HOM  AS,  if thou’lt  fwear  thou  art  not  humming^ 
ril  take  my  fpying-glafs,  and  bring  thee  word 
The  inftant  I behold  it  coming. 

But,  Thomas- Warton,  without  joking, 

Art  thou,  or  art  thou  not,  thy  Sov’reign  fmoking  ? 

How  canft  thou  ferioufly  declare,  , . 

That  George  tlie  Third 
With  CrefTy’s  Edward  can  compare. 

Or  Harry  ? — ’Tis  too  bad,  upon  my  word: 
George  is  a clever  King,  I needs  muft  own. 

And  cuts  a jolly  figure  on  the  throne. 

» 

Now  thou  exclaim’!!:,  “ G — d rot  it ! Peter,  pray, 
“ What  to  the  devil  fliall  I fmg  or  fay  ?” 

I’ll  tell  thee  what  to  fay,  O tuneful  Tom  : 

Sing  how  a Monarch,  when  his  Son  was  dying. 
His  gracious  eyes  and  ears  was  edifying, 

By  Abbey  company  and  kettle  drum: 


Leaving 


A GELtBRATED  LAUREATi  ^13 

Leaving  that  Son  to  death  and  the  phyfician, » 
Between  two  fires — a forlorn-hope  condition ; 

Two  poachers,  who  make  man  their  game. 

And,  fpecial  markfmen  ! feldom  mifs  their  aimj 

Say,  though  the  Monarch  did  not  fee  his  Son^ 

He  kept  aloof  through  fatherly  affedlion 
Determin’d  nothing  fliould  be  done 

To  bring  on  ufelefs  tears,  and  difmal  recolfoftiort. 
For  what  can  tears  avail,  and  piteous  fighs  ? 

Death  heeds  not  howls  nor  dripping  eyes  ; 

And  what  are  fighs  and  tears  but  wind  and  water* 
That  fhow  the  leakynefs  of  feeble  nature  ? 

Tom,  with  my  thou  wilt  not  quarrel : 

Like  air  and  any  fort  of  drink* 

Whizzing  and  oozing  through  each  chink* 

That  proves  the  weaknefs  of  the  barrel. 

Say — for  the  Prince,  when  wet  was  ev’ry  eye* 

And  thoufands  pour’d  to  heav’n  the  pitying  figh 
Devout  i 

Say  how  a King,  unable  to  diflemble. 

Order’d  Dame  Siddons  to  his  houfe,  and  Kemble, 
To  Ipout; 

VoL.  IL 
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Gave  them  ice  creams  and  wines,  fo  dear  ! 

Deny’d  till  then  a thimblefull  of  beer ; 

For  which  they’ve  thank’d  the  author  of  this  metre. 
Videlicet,  the  moral-mender  Peter, 

Who,  in  his  Ode  on  Ode,  did  dare  exclaim. 

And  call  fuch  royal  avarice,  a lhame. 

Say — but  I’ll  teach  tliee  how  to  make  an  ode; 

Thus  jfhall  thy  labours  vifit  Fame’s  abodes 
In  company  with  my  immortal  lay ; 

And  look,  Tom — thus  I fire  away — 


BIRTH 
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birth-day  ode. 

This  day,  this  very  day,  gave  birth. 

Not  to  the  brlghteft  Monarch  upon  earth, 
Becaufe  there  are  fome  brighter,  and  as  big ; 
Who  love  the  atts  that  man  exalt  to  heav’n : 
George  loves  them  alfo,  when  they’re  giv’n 
To  four-legg’d  gentry,  chriften’d  dog  and  pig,* 
Whofe  deeds  in  this  our  wonder-hunting  nation 
Prove  what  a charming  thing  is  education. 


Full  of  the  art  of  brewing  beer. 

The  Monarch  heard  of  Whitbread’s  fame: 
Quoth  he  unto  the  Queen,  My  dear,  my  dear, 

Whitbread  hath  got  a marvellous  great  name; 
" Charly,  wd  muft,  muft,  muft  fee  Whitbread 
brew — 

“ Rich  as  us,  Charly,  richer  than  a Jew: 

Shame,  fhame,  we  have  not  yet  his  brewhoufe  feen !” 
Thus  fweetly  faid  the  King  unto  the  Queen ! 

D 2 Red 

* The  dancing  dogs  and  wife  pig  have  formed  a confiderable 
part  of  the  royal  amufement. 


36 


INSTRUCTIONS  TO 


Red  hot  with  novelty’s  delightful  rage, 

To  Miller  Whitbread  forth  he  fent  a page. 

To  fay  that  Majelly  propos’d  to  view. 

With  thirft  of  wond’rous  knowledge  deep  inflam’d,- 
His  vats,  and  tubs,  and  hops,  and  hoglheads  fam’d. 
And  learn  die  noble  fecret  how  to  hrew. 

Of  fuch  undreamt-of  honour  proud, 

Moll  rev’rently  the  Brewer  bow’d; 

So  humbly  (fo  the  humble  ftory  goes) 

He  touch’d  e’en  terra  firma  with  his  nofc  ; 

Then  faid  unto  the  page,  bight  Billy  Ramus, 
Happy  are  we  that  our  great  King  lliould  name  us. 
As  worthy  unto  Majelly  to  Ihew, 

How  we  poor  Chifwell  people  brew.''* 

Away  fprung  Billy  Ramus  quick  as  thought: 

To  Majefhy  the  v/elcome  tidings  brought. 

How  Whitbread  Haring  Hood  like  any  Hake, 
And  trembled — then  the  civil  things  he  faid^ — 

On  which  die  King  did  fmile  and  nod  his  head  j 
For  Monarehs  like  to  fee  their  fubjedls  quake: 


Such 
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Such  horrors  unto  Kings  moft  pleafant  are, 

Proclaiming  rev’rence  and  humility : 

/ 

High  rfioughts  too  all‘  thofe  lhaking  fits  declare 
Of  kingly  grandeur  and  great  capability !' 

People  of  worfhip,  wealth,  and  birth, 

|L.ook  on  the  humbler  fons  of  earth. 

Indeed  in  a moft  humble  light,  God  knows ! 

High  ftations  are  like  Dover’s  tow’ring  cliffs, 

"VV^here  fhips  below  appear  like  little  fkiffs. 

The  people  walking  on  the  ftrand,  like  crows. 

Mufe,  fing  the  ftir  that  happy  Whitbread  made; 
Poor  gentleman ! moft  terribly  afraid 

He  fhould  not  charm  enough  his  guefts  divine : 

He  gave  his  maids  new  aprons,  gowns,  and  ftnocks  ^ 
And  lo ! two  hundred  pounds  were  fpent  in  frocks, 
To  make  th’  apprentices  and  drayrnen  fine: 

Bufy  as  horfes  in  a field  of  clover, 

Dogs,  cats,  and  chairs,  and  ftools  were  tumbled  oyer, 
Amidft  the  Whitbread  rout  of  preparation. 

To  treat  th?  lofty  Ruler  of  the  nation,  ' 
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Now  mov’d  King,  Qiieen,  and  Princefles  fo  grand. 
To  vifit  the  firft  Brewer  in  the  land  j 
Who  fometimes  fwills  his  beer  and  grinds  his  meat 
In  a fnug  corner  chriften’d  Chifwell-ftreet  j 
But  oft’ner,  charm’d  with  fafhionable  air, 

Amidft  the  gaudy  Great  of  Portman-fquarc. 

Lord  Aylesbury,  and  Denbigh’s  Lord  alfay 
His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Montague  likewifcy 
With  Lady  Harcourt,  join’d  the  raree-fhow. 

And  fix’d  all  Smithfield’s  marv’ling  eyes : 

For  lo  ! a greater  fhpw  ne’er  grac’d  thofe  quarters. 
Since  Mary  roafted,  juft  like  crabs,  tlie  martyrs, 

Arriv-’dj  the  King  broad  grinn’d,  and  gave  a nod 
To  fmiling  Whitbread,  who,  had  God 
Come  with  his  angels  to  behold  his  beer,  • 

With  more  refpeft  he  never  could  have  met — 
Indeed  the  man  was  in  a fweat. 

So  much  the  Brewer  did  the  King  revere. 

Her  Majesty  contriv'd  to  malce  a dip: 

Light  as  a feather  then  the  King  did  fl<dp. 

And  afk’d  a thoufand  queftions,  with  a laugh. 

Before  poor  Whitbread  comprehended  half. 

Reader 
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Reader ! my  Ode  fhoiild  have  a Jimile—^ 

Well!  in  Jamaica,  on  a tam’rind  tree. 

Five  hundred  parrots,  gabbling  juft  like  Jews, 

I’ve  feen — fuch  noife  the  feather’d  imps  did  rrvake. 

As  made  my  very  pericranium  ache — ' 

Afking  and  telling  parrot  news ; 

Thus  was  the  brewhoufe  fill’d  with  gabbling  nolle, 
Whilft  draymen,  and  the  Brewer’s  boys. 

Devour’d  the  queftions  that  the  King  did  aflt : 

In  difPrent  parties  were  they  ftaring  feen, 

Wond’ring  to  think  they  faw  a King  and  ^een! 
Behind  a tub  were  fome,  and  fome  behind  a cafic. 

Some  draymen  forc’d  themfelves  (a  pretty  luncheon) 
Into  the  mouth  of  many  a gaping  puncheon ; 

And  through  the  bungr-hole  wink’d  with  curious  eye, 
T o view,  and  be  alTur’d  what  fort  of  things 
'W’’ere  Princeftes,  and  Queens,  and  Kings, 

For  whofe  moft  lofty  ftation  thoufands  figh ! 

And  lo  1 of  all  the  gaping  puncheon  clan. 

Few  were  the  mouths  that  had  not  got  a man  1 

Now  Majesty  into  a pump  fo  deep 
Did  with  an  opera-glafs  fo  curious  peep ; 
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Examining  with  care  each  wond’rous  matte? 

That  brought  up  water  ! 

Thus  have  1 feen  a magpie  in  the  ftreet^ 

A chatt’ring  bird  we  often  meet, 

^ bird  for  curiofity  well  known ; 

With  head  awry. 

And  cunning  eye, 

Teep  knowingly  intq  a marrow-bone. 

And  now  his  curious  M y did  (loop 

To  count  the  nails  on  ev’ry  hoop ; 

And  lo  ! no  fingle  thing  came  in  his  way. 

That,  full  of  deep  refearch,  he  did  not  fay, 

What’s  this?  has,  hae?  what’s  that?  what’s  this^ 
what’s  that  ?” 

So  quick  the  words  too,  when  he  deign’d  to  fpcak, 
As  if  each  fyllabie  would  break  its  neck. 

Thus,’  to  the  world  of  great  whilft  others  crawl. 

Our  Sov’reign  peeps  into  the  world  of  Jimll: 

Thus  microfcopic  geniuses  explore 

Things  that  too  oft  provoke  the  public  fcorn^ 

Yet  fwell  of  ufeful  knowledges  the  ftore. 

By  finding  fyftems  in  a pepper-corn. 
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Now  boafting  Whitbread  ferious  did  declare. 

To  make  the  M^efty  of  England  ftare. 

That  he  had  butts  enough,  he  knew. 

Plac’d  fide  by  fide,  to  reach  along  to  Kew: 

On  wnich  the  King  with  wonder  fwiftly  cryM, 

What,  if  they  reach  to  Kew  then,  fide  by  fide, 

''  W^hat  would  they  do,  what,  what,  plac’d  end  ta 
end  ?” 

To  whom,  with  knitted  calculating  brow. 

The  Man  of  Beer  mofl:  foiemnly  did  vow, 

Almofi:  to  Windfor  that  they  would  extend; 

On  which  the  King,  with  v/ond’ring  mien,' 

Repeated  it  unto  the  woFid’ring  Queen  i 
On  which,  quick  turning  round!  his  halter’d  head. 

The  Brewer’s  horfe,  with  face  afbnifla’d,.  neigh’d; 

The  Brewer’s  dog  too  pour’d  a note  of  thunder. 
Rattled  his  chain,  and  wagg’d  his  tail  for  wonder. 

Now  did  the  King  for  other  beers  enquire,  . 

For  Calvert’s,  Jordan’s,  Thrale’s  entire ; 

And,  after  talking  of  thefe  different  beers, 

Afk’d  Whitbread  if  his  porter  equaJl’d  theirs  ^ 

This  was  a puzzling,  difagreeing  queftion. 

Grating  like  arfenic  on  his  hoft’s  digeftiqn; 
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A kind  of  queftion  to  the  Man  of  Cafk 
That  not  ev’n  Solomon  himfelf  would  alk. 

Now  Majefty,  alive  to  knowledge,  took 
A very  pretty  memorandum-book. 

With  gilded  leaves  of  afles’  fkin  fo  white. 
And  in  it  legibly  began  to  write— ^ 

• Memorandum, ' 

A charming  place  beneath  the  grates 
For  roafting  chefnuts  or  potates. 


m 

Mem^ 

’Tis  hops  that  give  a bitternefs  to  beer — 

Hops  grow  in  Kent,  fays  Whitbread,  and  elfcwhere* 

^lare. 

Is  there  no  cheaper  fluff?  where  doth  it  dwell  ? 
Would  not  horfe-aloes  bitter  it  as  well  ? 

Mem, 

To  try  it  fobn  on  our  fmall  beer — 

’Twill  fave  us  fcv’ral  pounds  a year. 
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Mem, 

To  remember  to  forget  to  afk 

Old  Whitbread  to  my  houfe  one  day. 

Mem, 

Not  to  forget  to  take  of  beer  the  calk. 

The  Brewer  offer’d  me,  away. 

Now  having  pencill’d  his  remarks  fo  llirewd. 

Sharp  as  the  point  indeed  of  a new  pin, 

H is  Majefty  his  watch  moll  fagely  view’d, 

•And  then  put  up  his  alfes’  Ikin. 

To  Whitbread  now  deign’d  Majefty  to  fay, 

“ Whitbread,  are  all  your  horfes  fond  of  hay  ?’* 
Yes,  pleafe  your  Majefty,”  in  humble  notes. 

The  Brewer  anfwer’d — alfo,  Sir,  of  oats: 

‘‘  Another  thing  my  horfes  too  maintains. 

And  that,  an’t  pleafe  your  Majefty,  are  grains.” 

‘‘  Grains,  grains,”  faid  Majefty,  “ to  fill  their  crops  ? 

“ Grains,  grains  ? — that  comes  from,  hops — yes,  hops, 
hops,  hops?” 
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'Here  was  the  King,  like  hounds  fometimes,  at  fault— 
Sire,”  cry’d  the  humble  Brev/er,  “ give  me  leave 
“ Your  facred  Majeffy  to  undeceive: 

Grains,  Sire,  arc  never  made  from  hops,  but  malt.” 

True,”  faid  the  cautious  Monarch,  with  a fmilej 
From  malt,  malt,  malt — I meant  malt  all  the  while.” 
Yes,’^  with  the  fweeteft  bow,  rejoin’d  the  Brewer, 
An’t  pleafe  your  Majefty,  you  did,  I’m  fure.” 
Yes,”  anfwer’d  Majefty,  with  quick  reply, 

« I did,  I did,  I did,  I,  I,  I,  I.’^' 

I 

Now  this  was  wife  in  Whitbread — here  wc  finc^ 

A very  pretty  knowledge  of  mankind : 

As  Monarchs  never  muft  be  in  the  wrongy 

^Twas  really  a bright  thought  in  Whitbread’s  tongue, 

To  tell  a little  fib,*  or  fome  fuch  thing. 

To  faye  the  finking  credit  of  a King, 

Some  Brewers,  in/  the  rage  of  information. 

Proud  to  inftru(5l  the  'Ruler  of  a Nation, 

Had  on  the  folly  dwelt y to  feem  damn’d  clever  I 
Now,  what  had  been  the  conlequenee ?'  Too  plain! 
The  man  had  cut  his  confequence  in  twain.; 

The  King  had  hated  the  uiilje,  fool  fqr  eyer ! 

Reader, 
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keader,  whene’er  thou  daft  efpy  a nole 
That  bright  with  many  a ruby  glows, 

That  nofe  thou  may ’ft  pronounce,  nay  fafely  fwear^ 
Is  nurs’d  on  fomething  better  than  fmall-beer : 

Thus  when  thou  findeft  Kings  in  brewing  wife, 

» 

Or  Nat’ral  Hift’ry  holding  lofty  ftation. 

Thou  may ’ft  conclude,  with  marv’ling  eyes. 

Such  Kings  have  had  a goodly  education  < 

Now  did  the  King  adi^ire  the  bell  fo  fine. 

That  daily  aflcs  the  draymen  all  to  dine  j 
On  which  the  bell  rung  out,  (how  very  proper !) 
To  Ihow  it  was  a bell,  and  had  a clapper. 

And  now  before  their  Sovereign’s  curious  eye. 
Parents  and  children,  fine,  fat,  hopeful  Iprigs, 
All  fnufHIng,  fquintlng,  grunting  in  their  "ftye. 
Appear’d  the  Brewer’s  tribe  of  handfome  pigsi 
On  which  th’  obfervant  man,  v/ho  fills  a throne, 
Declar’d  the  pigs  were  vaftly  like  his  own ; 

On  which  the  Brewer,  fwallow’d  up  in  joys, 

Tears  and  aftonilhment  in  both  his  eyes,  * 
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His  foul  brim  full  of  fentiments  fo  loyal. 

Exclaim’d,  “ O heav’ns  ! and  can  my  fwinc 
Be  deem’d  by  Majefty  fo  fine ! 

" Heav’ns ! can  my  pigs  compare.  Sire,  with  pigs 
To  which  the  King  alfented  with  a nod : [royal  !’* 

On  which  the  Brewer  bow’d,  and  faid,  “ Good  God  1” 
Then  wink’d  figniiicant  on  Miss  ; 

Significant  of  wonder  and  of  blifs ; 

Who,  bridling  in  her  chin  divine, 

Crofs’d  her  fair  hands,  a dear  old  maid. 

And  then  her  loweft  curt’fy  made 

For  fuch  high  honour  done  her  father’s  fwine. 

Now  did  his  Majefty  fo  gracious  fay 
To  Mifter  Whitbread,  in  his  flying  way, 

“ Whitbread,  d’ye  nick  th’  Eixcifemen  now  and 
--  then  ? 

"Hse,  Whitbread,  when  d’ye  diink  to  leave  off  trade  ? 
“ Hse?  what?  Mifs  Whitbread’s  ftill  a maid, amaid? 
“ What,  what’s  the  matter  with  the  men  ? 

« D’ye  hunt? — hae,  hunt?  No,  no,  you  are  too 
‘‘  You’ll  be  Lord  May’r — Lord  May’r  one  day — 
“ Yes,  yes.  I’ve  heard  fo — yes,  yes,  fo  I’m  told : 
Don’t,  don’t  the  fine  for  Sheriff  pay ; 
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rU  prick  you  ev’ry  year,  man,  I declare : 

‘‘  Yes,  Whitbread — yes,  yes — you  (hall  be  Lord 
May’r. 

" Whitbread,  d’ye  keep  a coach,  or  job  one,  pray  ? 
Job,  job,  that’s  cheapen  i yes,  that’s  beft,  that’s  beft. 
You  put  your  liv’ries  on  the  draymen — has? 

‘‘  Hae,  Whitbread  ? You  have  feather’d  well  your 
neft. 

What,  what’s  the  price  now,  hae,  of  all  your  ftock  ? 
But,  Whitbread,  what’s  o’clock,  pray,  what’'g 
o’clock?”  ■ ■ 

Now  Whitbread  inward  faid,  May  I be  curft 

" If  I know  what  to  anfwer  firft 

Then  fearch’d  his  brains  with  ruminating  eye  *. 

> 

But  e’er  the  Man  of  Malt  an  anfwer  found. 

Quick  on  his  heel,  lo.  Majesty  turn’d  round, 
Skipp’d  off,  and  baulk’d  the  honour  of  reply. 

Kings  in  inquifitivenefs  fhould  be  ftrong— 

From  curiofity  doth  wifdom  flow: 

For  ’tis  a- maxim  I’ve  adopted  long. 

The  more  a man  inquires,  the  more  he’ll  know. 
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Reader,  didft  ever  fee  a water-fpout  ? 

’Tis  poflable  that  thou  wilt  anfwer,  “ No.^^ 

Well  then ! he  makes  a moft  infernal  routj 
Sucks,  like  an  elephant,  the  waves  below. 

With  huge  probofcis  reacliing  from  the  fky. 

As  if  he  meant  to  drink  the  ocean  dry : 

At  length  fo  full  he  can’t  hold  one  drop  more-^ 

He  burds-^down  rulh  the  waters  with  a roar 
On  fome  poor  boat,  or  floop,  or  brig,  or  fhip, 

And  almoft  finks  the  wand’rer  of  the  deep  : 

Xhus  have  I feen  a Monarch  at  reviews 
Suck  from  the  tribe  of  officers  the  news. 

Then  bear  in  triumph  off  each  wond'rous  matter, 
And  foufc  it  on  the  Queen  with  fuch  a clatter ! 

t 

I alv/ays  would  advife  folks  to-alk  queftions ; 

For,  truly,  queftions  are  the  keys  of  knowledge  J 
Soldiers,  who  forage  for  the  mind’s  digeftions  j 
Cut  figures  at  th’  Old  Bailey,  and  at  Colleges 
Make  Chancellors,  Chief  Juftices,  and  Judges, 

E’en  of  the  loweft  green-bag  drudges. 

The  fages  fay.  Dame  Truth  delights  to  clwellj 
Strange  manfion ! in  die  bottom  of  a well. 


.5 


Queftions 


a'  celebrated  laureat. 


49 


Queftions  are  then  the  windlafs  and  the  rope 
Thar  pull  the  grave  old  gentlewoman  up : 

* Damn  jokes  then,  and  unmannerly  fuggeftions, 
Refleding  upon  Kings  for  alking  queftions. 

Now  having  well  employ’d  his  royal  lungs 
On  nails,  hoops,  ftaves,  pumps,  barrels,  and  their  bungs, 
The  Kino;  and  Co.  fat  down  to  a collation 
Of  flefh,  and  fifli,  and  fowl  of  ev’ry  nation. 

Dire  was  the  clang  of  plates,  of  knife  and  fork. 

That  merc’lefs  fell  like  tomahawks  to  work. 

And  fearlefs  fcalp’d  the  fowl,  the  fifh,  and  cattle, 
Whilft  Whitbread,  in  the  rear,  beheld  the  battle. 

The  conqu’ring  Monarch,  ftopping  to  take  breath 
Amidft  the  regiments  of  death. 

Now  turn’d  to  Whitbread  with  complacent  round. 
And,  merry,  thus  addrefs’d  the  Man  of  Beer : 

‘‘  Whitbread,  is’t  true?  I hear,  I hear 
“ You’re  of  an  ancient  family — renown’d — 

What?  what  ? I’m  told  that  you’re  a limb 
VoL.  II.  E Of 

* This  alludes  to  the  late  Dr.  Johnfon’s  laugh  on  a Great 
Perfonage,  for  a laudable  curiofity  in  the  Queen’s  library  fome 
years  fince. 
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Of  Pym,*  the  famous  fellow  Pym  : 

" What,  Whitbread,  is  it  true  what  people  fay? 

“ Son  of  a Round-head  are  you  ? hae  ? h^  ? hae  ? 

**  I’m  told  that  you  fend  Bibles  to  your  votes— 

A fnuffling  round-headed  focicty — 

Pray’r-books  ihftead  of  calh  to  buy  them  coats— 

i 

Bunyrans,  and  Pradbices  of  Piety : 

YourBedford  votes  would  wifli  to  change  their  fare— 

“ Rather  fee  cafh^ — yes,  yes — than  boolcs  of  pray’r. 

Thirtieth  of  January  don’t  you  feedt 
$ 

Yes,  yes,  you  eat  calfs  head,  you  eat  calf s head.” 

Now  having  wonders  done  on  flelh,  fowl,  filh. 
Whole  holds  o’erturn’d — and  feiz’d  on  all  fupplies ; 
The  royal  vifitors  exprefs’d  a wifh 

To  turn  to  Houfe  of  Buckingham  their  eyes : 

But  firft  the  Monarch,  fo  polite, 

Aflc’d  Miller  Whitbread  if  he’d  be  a Knight, 
Unwilling  in  tlie  lift  to  be  enroll’d, 

Whitbread  contemplated  the  Knights  of  Peg^ 

Then  to  his  generous  Sov’reign  made  a Ijeg, 

And  faid,  He  was  afraid  he  was  too  old, 

« He 

* His  Majefty  here  made  a miilake — Pym  was  his  wife’s 
relation. 
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He  thank’d  however  hts  moft  gracious  King, 

For  offering  to  make  him  Juch  a ’Thing  ” 

t 

But  ah ! a difF rent  reafon  ’twas,  I fear ! 

\ 

It  was  not  age  that  bade  the  Man  of  Beer 
The  proffer’d  honour  of  the  Monarch  fhun ; 

The  tale  of  Marg’ret’s  knife,  and  royal  fright, 

Had  almoft  made  him  damn  the  name  of  Knight, 

A tale  that  farrow’d  fuch  a world  of  fun. 

He  mock’d'the  pray’r  * too  by  the  King  appointed, 
Ev’n  by  himfelf  the  Lord’s  Anointed : 

A foe  to  faji  too,  is  he,  let  me  tell  ye ; 

And,  though  a Prefbyterian,  cannot  think 
Heav’n  (quarrelling  with  meat  and  drink) 

Joys  in  the  grumble  of  a hungry  belly! 

Now  from  the  table  with  Csefarean  air 

Up  rofe  the  Monarch  with  his  laurell’d  brow. 
When  Mifter  Whitbread,  waiting  on  his  chair, 
Exprefs’d  much  thanks,  much  joy,  and  made  a bow. 

E 2 Mifs 

• For  the  miraculous  efcape  from  a poor  innocent  infane 
woman,  who  only  held  out  a fmall  knife  in  a piece  of  white 
paper,  for  her  Sovereign  to  mitw.,  , 
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Mifs  Whitbread  now  fo  thick  her  curtfies  drops. 
Thick  as  her  honour’d  father’s  Kentifh  hops ; 

Which  hoplike  curtfies  were  return’d  by  dips 
That  never  hurt  the  royal  knees  and  hips ; 

For  hips  and  knees  of  Queens  are  facred  things. 
That  only  bend  on  gala  days 
Before  the  beft  of  Kings, 

When  Odes  of  triumph  found  his  praife. — 

Now  through  a thund’ring  peal  of  kind  huzzas. 
Proceeding  fomc  from  *hir’d  and  un\\\r'd  jaws. 

The  raree-fliow  thought  proper  to  retire; 

Whillf 

* When  his  Majesty  goes  to  a playhoufe,  or  brewhoufe,  or 
parliament,  the  Lord  Chamberlain  provides  fome  pounds- 
worth  of  Mob  to  huzza  their  beloved  Monarch.  At  the  Play- 
houl'e  about  forty  wide-mouthed  fellows  are  hired  on  the  night 
of  their  Majefties  apearance,  at  two  (hillings  and  lixpence  per 
head,  with  the  liberty  of  feeing  the  gratis.  Thcfe  Sten- 
TORS  are  placed  in  different  parts  of  the  Theatre,  who,  imme- 
diately on  the  Royal  entry  into  the  Stage  Box,  fet  up  their  howl 
of  loyalty  ; to  whom  their  Majefties,  with  fweeteft  fmiks,  ac- 
knowledge the  obligation  by  a genteel  bow,  and  an  elegant 
curtfy.  This  congratulatory  noife  of  the  Stentors  is  looked 
on  by  many,  particularly  country  ladies  and  gentlemen,  as  an 
infallible  thermometer,  afcertaining  the  warmth  of  the  na- 
tional regard.  5 
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Whilft  Whitbread  and  his  daughter  fair 
Survey’d  all  Chifwell-ftreet  with  lofty  air ; 

For,  lo,  they  felt  themfelves  fome  fix  feet  higher ! 


Such,  Thomas,  is  the  way  to  write! 

Thus  Ihouldft  thou  Birth-day  ^ongs  indite ; 

Then  ftick  to  earth,  and  leave  the  lofty  fky : 

No  more  of  ti  turn  turn,  and  ti  turn  ti. 

Thus  Ihould  an  honeft  Laureat  write  of  Kings — 
Not  praife  them  for  imaginary  things: 

I own  I cannot  make  my  ftubborn  rhyme 
Call  ev’ry  King  a character  fublime; 

For  Conscience  will  not  fuffer  me  to  wander 
So  very  widely  from  the  paths  of  Candour. 

I know  full  well  fome  Kings  are  to  be  feen. 

To  whom  my  verfe  fo  bold  would  give  the  Ipleen, 
Should  that  bold  verfe  declare  they  wanted  brains, 
I won’t  fay  that  they  never  brain  polTefs’d — 

They  may  have  been  with  fuch  a prefent  blcfs’d. 

And  therefore  fancy  that  fome  Jlill  remains ; 

E 3 
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For  ev’ry  well- experienc’d  furgeon  knows 
That  men  who  with  their  legs  have  parted. 

Swear  they  have  felt  a pain  in  all  their  toeSy 
And  often  at  the  twinges  flatted ; 

Then  flar’d  upon  their  oaken  flumps,  in  vain ! 
Fancying  the  toes  were  all  come  back  again. 

If  men  then,  who  their  abfent  toes  have  mourn’d. 

Can  fancy  thole  fame  toes  at  times  return’d; 

So  Kings,  in  matters  of  intelligehces. 

May  fancy  they  have  Humbled  on  their  fenfes. 

Yes,  Tom — mine  is  the  way  of  writing  Ode — 

Why  liftefl  thou  thy  pious  eyes  to  God  ? 

Strange  difappointment  in  thy  looks  I read ; 

And  now  I hear  thee  in  proud  triumph  cry. 

Is  this  an  a6lion,  Peter,  this  a deed 
“ To  raife  a Monarch  to  the  fky  ? 

“ Tubs,  porter,  pumps,  vats,  all  the  Whitbread 
" throng, 

“ Rare  things  to  figure  in  the  Muse’s  fong!” 

Thomas,  I here  protell  I want  no  quarrels 
On  Kings  and  Brewers,  porter,  pumps  and  barrels — 

Far 
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Far  from  the  dove-like  Peter  be  fuch  ftrife  I 
But  this  I tell  thee,  Thomas,  for  a faft — 

Thy'Casfar  never  did  an  act 
More  wife,  more  glorious  in  his  life. 

Now  God  preferve  all  wonder- hunting  Kings, 

Whether  at  Windfor,  Buckingham,  or  Kew-houfej 
And  may  they  never  do  more  foolifli  things 

Than  vifitingSAM  Whitbread  and  his  brewhoufe ! 
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OLIFE  ! Thomas,  what  hath  fwallow’d  all  the  praife  ? 

Of  royal  virtues  not  the  filghteft  mention ! 

Strung,  like  mock  pearl,  fo  lately  on  thy  lays  ! 

Tell  me,  a bankrupt,  Tom,  is  thy  invention? 

How  couldfl:  thou  fo  thy  Patron’s  fam.e  forget. 

As  not  to  pay,  of  praife,  the  annual  debt  ? 

Whitehead  and  Cibber,  all  the  Laureat  throng. 
To  Fame’s  fair  Temple,  twice  a year,  prefented. 
Some  royal  virtues,  real  or  invented. 

In  all  the  grave  fublimity  of  fong. 
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Heralds  fo  kind,  for  many  a chance-born  Wight, 
Creeping  from  cellars,  juft  like  fnails  from  earth. 
Or  moles,  or  field-mice,  ftealing  into  light. 

Forge  Arms,  to  prove  a loftinefs  of  birth; 
Tracino;  of  each  ambitious  Sir  and  Madam 
The  branches  to  the  very  trunk  of  Adam. 

Then  v/hy  not  thou,  th£  herald,  Tom,  of  rhyme. 
Still  bid  thy  Royal  Mafter  foar  fublime  ? 

Bards  fhine  in  fiflion ; then  how  flight  a thing 
To  make  a coat  of  merit  for  a King  I 


Know,  General  Carpenter  had  been  a theme 
For  furnifhing  a pretty  lyric  dream ; 

Once  a monopolift  of  nod  and  fmile ; 

Of  broken  fentences  and  queftions  rare. 

Of  fnipfnap  whifpers  fweet,  and  grin,  and  flare. 

For  which  thy  Muse  would  travel  many  a mile. 

But  lo ! the  General,  for  a crying  fin. 

Loft  broken  fentences,  and  nod,  and  grin. 

And  ftare  and  fnipfnap  of  the  bell  of  Kings ; 

The  fin,  the  cr3dng  fin,  of  rambling 
Where  Ofnaburgh’s  good  Bifliop,  gambling. 

Loft  fome  few  golden  feathers  from  his  wings ; 

Which 
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Which  made  th’  unlucky  General  run  and  drown — 
Such  were  the  horrors  of  the  royal  frown  1 

For  lo ! His  M y moft  roundly  fworc 

He’d  nod  to  General  Carpenter  no  more. 

Oh ! glorious  love  of  all-commanding  money ! 

Dear  to  Jome  Monarchs,  as  to  Bruin,  honey  j 
Dear  as  to  gamblers,  pigeons  fit  to  pluck ; 

Or  fliow’rs  to  hackney-coachmen  or  a duck  !■ 

Thomas,  thy  lyrics  might  have  prais’d  the  King 
For  making  finners  mind  the  Sabbath  day, 
Bidding  the  idle  fons  of  pipe  and  firing, 

Inftead  of  feraping  jigs,  fing  pfalms  and  prayj 
Thus  pioufly  (againft  their  inclination) 

Dragooning  fouls  unto  falvation. 

The  Monarch  gave  up  Miller  Joah  Bate, 

With  that  fweet  nightingale  his  lovely  mate  ; 

Who  with  the  organ  and  one  fiddle 
Made  up  a concert  every  Sunday  night : 

Thus  yielding  Majesties  fupreme  delight. 

Who  rclifh  cheapnefs  e’en  in  tweedie  tweedle. 


For 
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For  Nature  former h oft  a kind 
Of  money-loving,  fcraping,  fave-all  mind. 

That  happy  glorieth  in  the  nat’ral  thought 
Of  getting  every  thing  for  nought : 

From  Delhi’s  diamonds  to  a Briftol  ftone ; 

From  royal  eagles  to  a fqualhng  parrot; 

From  bulls  of  Bafan  to  a marrow-bone; 

From  rich  ananas  to  a mawkifh  carrot : 

And  getting  things  for  nought^  we  all  muft  fay. 

If  not  the  nobleji,  is  the  cheafejl  way. 

And  often  Nature  manufaftures  Jluff 
That  thinks  it  never  hath  enough; 

Hoarding  up  treafure — never  once  enjoying— 

Such  is  the  compofition  of  Jome  fouls  ! 

Like  jackdaws  all  their  cunning  art  employing,  • . 
In  hiding  knives,  and  forks,  and  fpoons  in  holes,- 

Lo  ! by  the  pious  Monarch’s  Proclamation, 

The  courtier  Amateurs  of  this  fair  nation 

On  Sundays  con  their  Bibles — make  no  riot— 
The  ftubborn  Uxbridge,  mufic-loving  Lord, 
Pays  dumb  obedience  to  the  royal  word. 

And  bids  the  inftruments  lie  quiet. 


Sweet 
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^weet  Miftrefs  Walsingham  is  forc’d  to  pray. 
And  uirn  her  eyes  up,  much  againft  her  will ; 
Sandwich  fings  pfalms  too,  in  his  pious  way; 

And  Lady  Young  forbears  the  tuneful  trills 
And  very  politic  is  Lady  Young; 

A hulband  muft  not  fuffer  for  a fong* 

The  gentle  Exeter  his  treat  gave  up, 

So  us’d  upon  the  fweet  repaft  to  fup ; 

As  eager  for  his  Sunday’s  quaver  dilh. 

As  cats  and  rav’nous  Aldermen  for  fifhi 

Lord  Brudenell,  too,  a Lord  with  lofty  nofej 
Bringing  to  mind  a verfe  the  world  well  knows; 

Againft  fublimity  that  rather  wars ; 

Which  in  an  almanack  all  eyes  may  fee : 

^ God  gave  to  man  an  upright  form,  that  he 
“ Might  view  the  ftars/’ 

I fay  this  watchful  Lord,  who  boafts  the  knack 
Behind  His  Sacred  Majefty’s  great  back. 

Of  placing  for  his  latter  end  a chair 
Better  than  any  Lord  (fo  fays  Fame’s  trump) 
That  ever  waited  on  the  royal  rump. 

So  fwift  his  motioAS,  and  fo  fweet  hhi  air ; 
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Who,  if  His  Majefty  but  cough  or  hiccup. 

Trembles  for  fear  the  King  fnould  kick  j 
Drops,  with  concern,  his  jaw — witli  horror  freezes — 
Or  fmiles  God  blefs  you.  Sire,”  whene’er  he  fneezes  j 
This  Lord,  I fay,  uprais’d  his  convert  chin. 

And  curs’d  the  concert  for  a crying  fin. 

King  Watkyn,  from  the  land  of  leeks  and  cheefe. 
With  fighs,  forbore  his  bafs  to  feize; 

W' ith  huge  concern  he  dropp’d  his  Sunday  airs. 

And  grumbled  out  in  JVelJh  his  thanklefs  pray’rs. 

The  bafs,  indeed,  “Te  Deum  fung. 

Glad  on  the  willows  to  be  hung. 


And  really  ’twas  a very  nat’ral  cafe — 

Poor,  inoffenfive  bafs ! 

For  when  King  Watkyn  fcrubbeth  him — alack  ! 
The  inftrument,  like  one  upon  the  rack, 

Sendeth  forth  horrid,  Inquifition  groans  ! 

Enough  to  pierce  the  hearts  of  ftones ! 

Thus  though  in  concert  politics  the  Knight 
Battled  with  Miftrefs  Walsingham  outright i 
Yet  both  agreed  to  lift  their  palms. 

Not  in  hoftilities,  but  Tinging  pfalms. 
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Sal’sbury  was  allb  order’d  to  reform^ 

Who,  with  my  Lady,  drought  it  vaftly  odd. 

Thus  to  be  forc’d,  like  failors  in  a ftorm, 

Againft  their  wills  to  pray  to  God. 

Thus  did  the  royal  mandate,  through  the  town, 
Knock  nearly  all  the  Sunday  concerts  down  I 
Great  ad ! ere  long  ’twill  be  a fm  and  lhame 
For  cats  to  warble  out  an  am’rous  flame ! 

Dogs  flrall  be  whipp’d  for  making  love  on  Sunday, 
Who  very  well  may  put  it  off  to  Monday. 

Nay,  more  the  royal  piety  to  prove. 

And  aid  the  pureft  of  all  pure  religions. 

To  Bridewell  flrall  be  fent  all  cooing  pigeons. 

And  cocks  and  hens  be  laflr’d  for  making  love : 
Sparrows  and  wrens  be  flrot  from  barns  and  houfes, 
For  being  barely  civil  to  their  fpoufes. 

Poor  Sir  John  Dick  was,  lamb-like,  heard  to  bleat 
At  lofing  fuch  a Sunday’s  treat — 

Sir  John,  the  happy  owner  of  a Jiar — 

Which  radiant  honour  on  furtouts  he'ftitches; 

Lamenting  faflrion  doth  not  ftretch  fo  far 
As  fewing  them  on  waiftcoats  and  on  breeches ; 

F 2 Which 
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Which  thus  would  pour  a blaze  of  filvcr  day^ 

And  make  the  Knight  a perfeft  milky  way. 

Yet  Hampden,  Cholmond’ly,  thofe  finful  fhaverS^ 
Rebellious,  riot  in  their  Sabbath  quavers ; 

Thus  flying  in  the  face  of  our  great  King, 

Profane  God’s  rejiing  day  with  wind  and  firing ; 
Whilft  on  the  Terrace,  ’midfl:  his  German  band. 

On  Sunday  evenings  George  is  pleas’d  to  ftandj 
Contented  with  a fmple  tune  alone, 

“ God  fave  great  George  our  King,*’  or  Bobbing  Jpan ; 

Whilft  CriERUBS,  leaning  from  their  ftarry  height. 
Wink  at  each  other,  and  enjoy  the  fight  j 
And  Satan,  from  a lurking  hole. 

Fond  of  a feeming-godly  foul. 

His  eyes  and  ears  fcarce  able  to  believe. 

Laughs  in  his  fleeve. 

Stay,  Mufe — the  mention  of  the  German  bantf 
Bringeth  a tale  oppreffive  to  my  hand. 

Relating  to  a tribe  of  German  boys, 

Whofe  horrid  fortune  made  fome  little  nolfe  j 
Sent  for  to  take  of  Englifhmen  the  places. 

Who,  gall’d  by  fuch  hard  treatment,  made  wry  faceB. 

•Sent 
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Sent  for  they  were,  to  feed  in  fields  of  clover^ 

To  feaft  upon  the  Coldftream  regiment’s  fat: 

Swift  with  their  empty  ftomachs  they  flew  over. 

And  wider  than  a Kevenhuller  hat. 

But  ah  ! their  knives  no  veal  nor  mutton  carv’d  I 
To  feafts  they  went  indeed,  but  went  and  fiarv'dl 
Their  Matters,  raptur’d  with  the  tuneful  treat. 

Forgot  muficians,  like  themfelves,  could  eat. 

Thus  the  poor  woodcock  leaves  his  frozen  fhores. 
When  tyrant  Winter  ’midfl:  his  tempefts  roars : 

Invited  by  our  milder  Iky,  he  roves  j 

Views  the  pure  ftreams  with  joy,  and  Ihelt’ring  groves. 

And  in  one  hour,  oh ! fad  reverie  of  fate ! . 

Is  fliot,  and  fmol^os  upon  a poacher’s  plate ! 

Thus  ending  a fweet  epifodic  ftrain, 

I turn,  dear  Thomas,  to  thy  Ode  again^ 

What ! make  a ditti  to  balk  thy  Mailer’s  gums  ! 

A pudding,  and  forget  the  plums ! 

Mercy  tipon  us  ! what  a cook  art  thou  ! 

Dry  e’en  already ! — what  a fad  milch  cow  ! — 

Who  gav’ft,  at  firfl:,  of  fame  fuch  flowing  pails  !— 
Say,  Thomas,  what  thy  lyric 'udder  ails  ? 
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Since  truth  belongs  not  to  the  laureat  trade, 

’Tis  ftrange,  ’tis  pafTing  ftrange,  thou  didft  not  flatter : 
Speak— in  light  money  were  thy  wages  paid  ? 

Or  was  thy  pipe  of  fack  half  fill’d  with  water  ? 

Or  haft  thou,  Tom,  been  cheated  of  thy  dues  ? 

Or  hath  a q\ulm  of  confcicnce  touch’d  thy  Mufe  ? 

* 

Thou  might’ft  have  prais’d  for  dignity  of  pride 
Difplay’d  not  long  ago  among  the  Cooks  ; 

Searching  the  kitchen  with  fagacious  looks ; 

Wigs,  chriften’d  /cratches,  on  their  heads,  he  fpied.  ^ 

To  find  a wig  on  a cook’s  head 

Juft  like  the  wig  that  grac’d  his  own. 

Was  verily  a fight  too  dread ! — 

Enough  to  turn  a King  to  ftone ! 

On  which,  in  language  of  his  very  beji, 

His  Majefty  his  royal  ire  exprefs’d. 

How,  how ! what ! Cooks  wear  /cratches  juft  like 
me ! — 

. “ Strange ! ftrange ! yes,  yes,  I fee,  I fee,  I fee — 

“ Fine  fellows  to  wear  fcratches  ! yes,  no  doubt — 

“ rU  have  no  more — rto  more  when  mine’s  worn  out— 
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“ Hx  ? pretty ! pretty ! pretty  too  it  looks 
. To  fee  my  fcratches  upon  Cooks  /” 

And  lo ! as  he  had  threaten’d  all  fo  big, 

As  foon  as  ever  he  wore  out  the  wig, 

He  with  a pig-tail  deign’d  his  head  to  match ! 

Nor  more  profan’d  his  temples  with  a scratch  ! 

Thomas,  I fee  my  fong  thy  feelings  grate— 

Thou  think’ft  I’m  joking  j that  the  King’s  my  hate. 

The  world  may  call  me  liar,  but  fincerely 
I love  him— for  a partner,  love  him  dearly ; 

Whilft  his  great  name  is  on  the  fermey  I’m  fure 
My  credit  with  the  Public  is  fecure. 

Yes,  beef  lhall  grace  my  fpit,  and  ale  fhall  flow. 

As  long  as  it  continues  George  and  Co.  j 
That  is  to  fay,  in  plainer  metre, 

George  and  Peter. 

Yet,  as  fome  little  money  I have  made. 

I’ve  thoughts  of  turning  ’SquirOj  and  quitting  trade: 

This  in  my  mind  I’ve  frequently  revolv’d  j 

jr  4 • And 
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And  in  fix  months,  or  fo, ' 

For  all  I know. 

The  partnerfliip  may  be  diflblv’d. 

t 

Whate’er  thou  think’ft — howe’er  the  world  may  carp, 
Thomas,  I’m  far  from  hating  our  good  King; 

Yes,  yes,  or  may  I thrum  no  more  my  harp, 

As  David  fwore,  who  touch’d  fo  well  the  ftring-*f 
No,  Tom;  the  idol  of  thy  fweet  devotion 
Excites  not  hate,  whatever  elje  th*  emotion. 

To  write  a book  on  the  Sublime,  I own. 

Were  I a bookfeller,  I would  not  hire  him ; 

Yet,  Ihould  I hate  the  man  who  fills  a throne, 
Becaufe,  forfooth,  I can’t  admire  him  ? 

Hate  him,  becaufe,  ambitious  of  a name. 

He  thinks  to  rival  e’en  the  Prince  in  fame  ? 

A Prince  of  Science — in  the  arts  fo  chafte  l-r-i 
A giant  to  him  in  the  world  of  tafte ; 

Who  from  an  envious  cloud  one  day  lliall  fpring, 
And  prove  that  dignity  may  clothe  a King. 

Who,  when  by  Fortune  fix’d  on  Britain’s  throne. 
Wherever  merit,  humble  plant,  is  Ihown, 


Win 
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Will  fhed  around  that  plant  a foft’ring  rayj 
Whofe  hand  fliall  ftretch  through  poverty’s  pale  gloori) 
jFor  drooping  Genius,  finking  to  the  tomb. 

And  lead  the  blufhing  ftranger  into  day. 

Who  fcorns  (like  Jome)  to  chronicle  a Ihilling, 

Once  in  a twelvemonth  to  a beggar  giv’n ; 

By  fuch  mean  charity  (Lord  help  ’em)  willing 
To  go  as  cheap  as  poflible  to  Heay’n  | 

Hate  him,  becaufe,  untir’d,  the  Monarch  pores 
On  Handel’s  manufcript  old  fcores. 

And  fchemes  fuccefsful  daily  hatches. 

For  faving  notes  o’erwhelm’d  with  fcratchesj 
Recovering  from  the  blotted  leaves 
Huge  cart-horfe  minims^  dromedary  hr  eves  ; 

Thus  faving  damned  bars  from  juft  damnation. 

By  way  of  Iright'ning  Handel’s  reputation  ? 

Who,  charm’d  with  ev’ry  crotchet  Handel  wrote, 
Heav’d  into  Tot’nam  Street  each  heavy  note; 
And  forcing  on  the  houfe  the  tunelefs  lumber. 

Drove  half  to  doors^  the  odi?r  half  to  dumber  ? 
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Hate  him,  becaufe  die  brazen  works  of  West, 

His  eye  (in  wonder  loft)  unfated  views  ? . 

Becaufe  his  walls,  with  taftelcfs  trumpery  dreft, 

Robs  a poor  fignpoft  of  its  dues  ? 

Hate  him,  becayfe  he  cannot  reft. 

But  in  the  company  of  Weft  ? 

Becaufe  of  modern  works  he  makes  a jeft. 

Except  the  works  of  Mifter  Weft  ? 

Who  by  the  public,  fain  would  have  careft 
The  works  alone  of  Mifter  Weft ! 

Who  thinks,  of  painting,  truth  and  tafte,  the  teft. 
None  but  the  wond’rous  works  of  Mifter  Weft ! 

Who  mocketh  poor  Sir  Joshua — cannot  bear  himi 
And  never  fuffers  Wilson’s  landfcapes  near  him. 

Nor,  Gainsb’rough,  thy  delightful  girls  and  boys. 
In  rural  fcenes  fo  fweet,  amidft  their  joys. 

With  fuch  fimplicity  as  makes  us  Jiarty 
Forgetting  ’tis  the  work  of  art. 

Which  wonder  and  which  care  of  Mifter  West 
May  in  a fimile  be  well  expreft : — 


A SIMILE. 
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A SIMILE. 

THUS  have  I feen  a child  with  fmiling  face, 

A little  daifey  in  the  garden  place. 

And  ftrut  in  triumph  round  its  fav’rite  flow’r; 

Gaze  on  the  leaves  with  infant  admiration. 

Thinking  the  flow’r  the  fineft  in  the  nation. 

Then  pay  a vifit  to  it  ev’ry  hour: 

Lugging  the  wat’ring  pot  about, 

Which  John  the  gard’ner  was  oblig’d  to  fill; 

The  child,  fo  pleas’d,  would  poiw  the  water  out. 

To  fhow  its  marvellous  gafd’ning  Ikill; 

Then  flaring  round,  all  wild  for  praifes  panting. 

Tell  all  the  world  it  was  its  own  fweet  planting; 

And  boafl;  away,  too  happy  elf. 

How  that  it  found  the  daifey  all,  itfelf ! 

ANOTHER  SIMILE. 

IN  J/m/e  if  I may  fhine  agen — 

Thus  have  I feen  a fond  old  hen 
With  one  poor  miferable  chick, 

Buftling  about  a farmer’s  yard ; 

Now  on  the  dunghill  labouring  hard. 

Scraping  away  through  tliin  and  thick 

Flutt’ring 
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Flutt’ring  her  feathers— -making  fuch  a noife ! 
Cackling  aloud  fuch  quantities  of  joys, 

As  if  this  chick,  to  which  her  egg  gave  birtlij 
W as  born  to  deal  prodigious  knocks. 

To  Ihine  the  Broughton  of  game  cocks, 

And  kill  the  fowls  of  all  the  earth ! 


T’EN  with  his  painter  let  the  King  be  hlejiy 
Egad!  eat,  drink,  and  Deep,  with  Miller  West ; 
Only  let  mey  excus’d  from  fuch  a guell. 

Not  eat,  and  drink,  and  deep  with  Miller  West  f 
And  as  he  will  not  pleafc  my  talle — no  never — 

Let  me  not  give  him  to  the  world  as  clever : 

A better  confcience  in  my  bofom  lies. 

Than  imitate  the  fellow  and  his  flies, 


THE  TOPER  AND  THE  FLIES.  - 

A GROUP  of  topers  at  a table  fat. 

With  punch  that  much  regales  the  thirlly  foul ; 
lilies  foon  the  party  join’d,  and  join’d  the  chat. 
Humming,  and  pitching  round  the  mantling  bowl. 

At 
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At  length  thofe  flies  got  drunk,  and,  for  their  fin. 
Some  hundreds  loft  their  legs,  and  tumbled  in ; 

And  fprawling  ’midft  the  gulph  profound. 

Like  Pharaoh  and  his  daring  hoft,  were  drown’d ! 

Wanting  to  drink — one  of  the  men 

° / 

Dipp’d  from  the  bowl  the  drunken  hoft, 

And  drank — then  taking  care  that  none  were  loft. 
He  put  in  ev’ry  mother’s  fon  agen. 

Up  jump’d  the  bacchanalian  crew  on  thisj 
Taking  it  very  much  amifs — 

Swearing,  and  in  the  attitude  to  Jmite : 

Lord !”  cry’d  tlie  man,  with  gravely-lifted  eyes, 
Though  I don’t  like  to  fwallow  flies, 

i 

I did  not  know  but  others  might."* 


WHO  fays  I hate  the  King,  proclaims  a liej 
E’en  now  a royal  virtue  ftrikes  my  eye ! 

To  prove  th’  aflerdon,  let  me  juft  relate 
The  King’s  fubmilTion  to  the  will  of  Fate. 


Whene’er 
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Whene’er  in  hunts  the  Monarch  is  thrown  out. 
As  in  his  politics — a common  thing  ! 

With  fearching  eyes  he  ftares  at  firft  about. 
Then  faces  the  misfonune  like  a King  ! 

Hearing  no  news  of  nimble  Mifter  Stag, 

He  fits- like  Patience  grinning  on  his  nag! 
Now,  wifdom-fraught,  his  curious  eyeballs  ken 
The  little  hovels  that  around  him  rife : 

To  thefe  he  trots — -of  hogs  furveys  the  flyes. 
And  nicely  numbers  every  cock  and  hen. 

Then  aiks  the  farmer’s  wife  or  farmer’s  maid. 
How  many  eggs  the  fowls  have  laid  I 
What’s  in  the  oven — in  the  pot — the  crock  ; 
Whether  ’twill  rain  or  no,  and  what’s  o’clock ; 
Thus  from  poor  hovels  gleaning  information. 
To  ferve  as  future  treafure  for  the  nation ! 

There,  terrier  like,  till  pages  find  him  out. 

He  pokes  his  moft  fagacious  nofe  about. 

And  feems  in  Paradife — like  that  fo  fam’d  j 
Looking  like  Adam  too,  and  Eve  fo  fair; 

f 

Sweet  fimpletons  1 who,  though  fo  very  bare, 

‘‘  Were  (fays  the  Bible)  not  ajham'd," 
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No  man  binds  books  lb  well  as  George  the  Third. 
By  third:  of  leather  glory  fpurr’d. 

At  bookbinders  he  oft  is  feen  to  laugh — 

And  wond’rous  is  the  King  in  Iheep  or  calf! 

But  fee ! the  Prince  upon  fuch  labour  looks 
Faftidious  down,  and  only  readeth  books  1 — 

Here  by  the  Sire  the  Son  is  much  furpaft  j 
Which  Fame  fliould  publilh  on  her  loudeft  hlafil 

The  King  beats  Monmouth-Street  in  caft-ofF  riches; 
That  is,  in  coats,  and  waidcoats,  and  in  breeches ; 
Which,  draughted  once  a year  for  foreign  ftations. 
Make  fine  recruits  to  ferve  fome  near  relations. 

But  lo  I the  Prince,  fhame  on  him  ! never  dreams 
Of  pretty  Jewilh,  economic  fchemes  I 
So  very  proud,  (Pm  griev’d,  O Tom,  to  tell  it) 
He’d  rather  give  a coat  away  than  Jell  it ! 

Fair  juftice  to  the  Monarch  mull  allow 
Prodigious  fcience  in  a calf  or  cow ; 

And  wifdom  in  the  article  of  fwine  1 
What  molt  unufual  knowledge  for  a King  ! 

Becaufe  pig  wifdom  is  a thing 

In  which  no  Sov’reigns  e’er  were  known  to  /bine. 
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Yet  who  will  think  I am  not  telling  libs  ? 

The  Prince,  who  Britain’s  throne  in  time  lhall gracc^ 
Ne’er  finger’d,  at  a fair,  a bullock’s  ribs. 

Nor  ever  ogled  a pig’s  face ! 

0 dire  difgrace ! O let  it  not  be  known 
That  thus  a father  hath  excell’d  a fon ! 

Truth  bids  me  own  that  I can  brlno; 

A dozen  who  admire  the  King ; 

And  fhould  he  dream  of  fetting  off  for  Hanover, 
As  once  he  faid  he  would,  to  fpite  Charles  Fox 
Draw  all  his  little  money  from  the  ftocks. 

Shut  Ihop,  and  carry  ev’ry  pot  and  pan  over  j 

1 think — indeed  I’m  Jure  I know, 

*That  dozen  would  not  let  him  go ; 

But  in  the  ftruggle  Ipend  their  vital  breath. 

And  hug  their  idol,  probably  to  death ; 

As  happen’d  to  a Romilh  Pried — a tale 
That,  whilft  I tell  it,  almoft  turns  me  pale.- 
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THE  ROMISH  PRIEST. 

A TALE. 

A PARSON  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Rome, 

Some  years  ago— how  many,  I don’t  fay — 
Handled  fo  well  his  heav’nly  broom. 

He  brulh’d,  like  cobwebs,  fins  away. 

Brighten’d  the  black  horizon  of  his  parifh ; 

Gave  to  the  Prince  of  Darkness  fuch  hard  blows 
That  Satan  was  afraid  to  Ihow  his  nofe, 

(Except  in  hell)  before  this  prieft  fo  warrifh  ! 

To  teach  folks  how  to  fhun  the  paths  of  evil. 

And  prove  a match  for  Mifter  Devil,  ■ 

Was  conftantly  this  pious  man’s  endeavour; 

And,  as  I’ve  faid  before,  the  man  was  clever. 

Red-hot  was  all  his  zeal — and  Fame  declares. 

He  gallop’d  like  a hunter  o’er  his  pray’rs ; 

For  ever  lifting  to  the  clouds  his  forehead — 

Petitions  on  petitions  he  let  fly. 

Which  nothing  but  Barbarians  could  deny— 

In  fhort,  the  Saints  were  to  compliance  worried, 

Vot.  II.  G Witli 
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With  flioulders,  arms,  and  hands,  this  Prieft  devout. 
So  well  his  evolutions  did  perform ; 

His  pray’rs,  thofe  holy  fmall-lhot,  flew  about 

So  thick ! — it  feem’d  like  taking  Heav’n  by  Jlorm  ! 

Without  one  atom  of  refle6Hon, 

No  candidate  at  an  eledtion 
Did  ever  labour  more,  and  fume,  and  fweat, 

To  make  a fellow  change  his  coat. 

And  blefs  him  with  the  cafting  vote. 

Than  this  dear  man  lb  get  in  Heav’n  a feat 
For  fouls  of  children,  women,  and  of  men : 

No  matter  which  the  fpecies — cock  or  hen! 

Thus  did  he  not  like  that  vile  Jefuit  think 
Who  makes  us  all  with  horror  flirink ; 

A knave  high  meriting  Hell’s  hottefl;  coals ; 

Who  wrote  a fhocking  book,  to  prove 
That  women,  charming  women,  form’d  for  love. 
Have  got  no  fouls  1 

Monfter ! to  think  that  Woman  had  no  foul ! 

Ha ! haft  sbou  not  a foul,  thou  peerlefs  Maid, 
Who  bidft  my  rural  hours  with  rapture  roll  ? 

Whofe  beauties  charm  the  fliepherds  and  the  fliade  I 

Yes, 
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Yes,  CyNTHiA,  and  for  fouls  like  thine. 

Fate  into  being  drew  yon 'Harry  Iphere; 

Then  kindly  fent  thy  form  divine. 

To  Ihow  what  wond’rous  blifs  inhabits  there ! 

In  Ihort,  no  drayhorfc  ever  work’d  fo  hard. 

From  vaults,  to  drag  up  hogfliead,  tun,  or  pipe. 
As  this  good  Prieft,  to  drag,  for>«//  reward^ 

' The  fouls  of  finners  from  the  Devil’s  gripe. 

Pleas  d were  the  higheft  angels  to  exprefs 
- Their  wonder  at  his  fine  addrefs ; 

Andpow’ragamft  the  Fiend  who  makes  fuch  ftrlfe: 
Nay,  e en  St.  Peter  faid,  to  whom  are  giv’n 
The  keys  for  letting  people  into  Heav’n, 

He  never  got  more  halfpence  in  his  life. 

Twas  added  that  my  namejake  did  declare, 

(Peter,  the  porter  of  Heav’n  gate,  fo  trufty;) 

That,  till  this  Prieft  appear’d,  foujs  were  fo  rare. 

His  bunch  of  keys  was  abfolutely  rufty ! 

Did  Gentlemen  of  fortune  die. 

And  leave  the  Church  a good  round  fum  • 

Lo  ! in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye, 

The  Parfon  frank’d  their  fouls  to  kingdom-come ! 

^ ^ A lettcT 
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A letter  to  the  Porter,  or  a word, 

Infur’d  admittance  to  the  Lord. 

Nor  flopp’d  thofe  fouls  an  inftant  on  the  road. 

To  take  a roaft  before  they  enter’d  in  j 
For,  had  they  got  the  f I ague,  ’twas  faid  that  God 
Had  let  them  enter  without  quarantine. 

Well  then ! this  Parfon  was  fo  much  admir  d^ 

So  fought,  fo  courted,  fo  defir’d, 

Thoufands  with  putrid  fouls,  like  putrid  meat, 
Came  for  his  holy  pickle,  to  be  fweet : 

Juft  as  we  lee  old  hags,  with  jaws  of  carrion, 
Enter  the  lliop  of  Miller  Warren  j 
Who  difappoihts  that  highwayman  call’d  Time, 
(Noted  for  robbing  Ladies  of  their  prime), 

Bv  mvinor  Sixty-five’s  pale,  wither  d mien. 

The  blooming  rofes  of  Sixteen. 

Such  vail  impreftions  did  his  fermons  make. 

Pie  always  kept  his  flock  awake 
In  Jutnmer  too — hear,  parlbns,  this  ftrange  news, 
Ye  who  fo  often  preach  to  nodding  pews ! 
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A neighb’ring  town,  into  whofe  people’s  fouls. 

Sin,  like  a rat,  had  eat  large  holes, 

Begg’d  him  to  be  their  tinker — their  hole-ftopper— > 
For,  gentle  reader,  fin  of  fuch  a fort  is. 

It  fouls  corrodeth  juft  as  aqua  forth 
Corrodeth  iron,  brafs,  or  copper. 

They  told  him  they  would  give  him  better  pay. 

If  he’d  agree  to  change  his  'quarters  j 
Protefting,  when  his  foul  fiiould  leave  its  clay. 

To  rank  his  bones  with  thofe  of  Saints  and  Mar- 
tyrs. 

This  was  a handfome  bribe,  all  Papifts  know ! 

But  ftop — his  parifh  would  not  let  him  go : 

^ I 

Then  furly  did  the  other  parifh  look. 

And  fwore  to  have  the  man  by  hook  or  crook , 

So  feiz’d  him,  like  a gracelefs  throng. 

The  Prieft’s  parifhioners,  who  lov’d  him  well. 

Rather  than  to  another  church  belong. 

Swore  they  would  fooner  fee  him  lodg’d  in  Hell— 

So  vidlent  was  their  objedlion  ! 

So  very  ftrong,  too,  their  affeftion ! 
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The  Ladies,  too,  united  in  the  ftrife ; 

Protefting  that  they  “ lov’d  him  as  their  life, 

“ So  fweetiy  he  would  look  when  down  to  pray’r ! 

So  happy  in  a fermon  choice ! 

And  then  he  had  of  nightingales  the  voice — 

“ And  holy  water  gave  with  Juch  an  air ! 

“ Lord  I lofe  fo  fine  a man ! — fo  great  a treafure ! 

“ Yielding  fuch  quantities  of  heavenly  pleafure ! 

“ Forgiving  fins  fo  free,  too,  at  confeffion. 

However  carnal  the  tranfgreffion, 

“ In  fuch  a charming,  love- condemning  ftrain! — 

He  really  feem’d  to  fay,  ‘ Go  fin  again  j 
“ Hell  fhall  not  throw,  my  angels,  on  your  fouls 
‘‘  So  fweet,  a fmgle  fhovelflil  of  coals.” 

Now  in  the  fire  was  all  the  fat : 

Juft  as  two  bulldogs  pull  a cat. 

Both  parifhes  with  furious  zeal  contended — 

So  heartily  the  holy  man  was  hugg’d. 

So  much  from  place  to  place  his  limbs  were  lugg’d. 
That  very  fatally  the  battle  ended ! 

in  fhorc,  by  hugging,  lugging,  and  kind  fqueezes. 
The  man  of  God  was  pull’d  in  fifty  pieces ! 


This 
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This  work  perform’d,  the  bones  were  fought  for  ftoutly; 
And  fo  the  fray  continued  moft  devoutly. 

Lo,  with  an  arm,  away  one  rafcal  fled  i 
This  with  a leg,  and  that  the  head— 

Off  with  the  foot  another  goes — 

Another  leizes  him,  and  gets  the  toes. 

Nay,  fome,  a relic  fo  intent  to  crib. 

Fought  juft  like  maftifls  for  a rib  j 
Nay  more,  (for  truth,  to  tell  the  whole,  obliges) 

A dozen  battled  for  his  os  coccygis  !* 

Heav’n,  that  fees  all  things,  faw  the  dire  difpute. 

In  which  each  parilh  afted  like  a brute  j 
Then  bade  the  dead  man  as  a Saint  be  fought ; 

Still,  to  reward  him  more,  his  bones  enriches 
With  pow’r  o’er  evils,  rheumatifms,  and  itches. 
However  dreadful,  and  wherever  caught : 

Thus,  by  the  grace  of  Him  who  governs  thunder. 

His  very  toe-nail  could  perform  a wonder^ 

G 4 

® The  tip  of  the  rwnp. 
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THUS  might  our  Monarch,  by  this  dozen  meti. 

Be  husg’d ! — and  then ! and  then ! and  then ! and  then! 
Then  what  ? why,  then,  this  direful  ill  mull  fpring : 

I a good  fuhje^  lofe,  and  thou  a King  ! 

V 

No,  Tom  j no  more  to  ftrike  us  with  amaze. 

Thy  courtly  tropes  of  adulation  blaze : 

A fetting  fun  art  thou,  fo  mild  thy  beam ! 

Thou  (like  old  Ocean’s  heaving  wave  no  morc^ 

That  lifts  a Ihip  and  fly  with  equal  roar) 

Pour’ft'from  thy  lyric  pipe  a foher  ftream. 

No  more  we  hear  the  gale  of  Fame- 
Wild  bluft’ring  with  thy  Master’s  name : 

No  more  ideal  virtues  ride  fublime, 

(Like  feathers)  on  the  furge  of  rhyme. 

But  lo  the  caufe ! it  was  the  royal  will 
To  bid  the  tempefl;  of  his  praife  be  flill  j 
No  more  to  let  his  virtues  make  a rout, 

Blown-by  thy  blafts  like  paper  kites  about. 

Indeed  thy  Sov’reign,  in  thy  verfe  fo  fine. 

Might  juflly  have  exclaim’d  at  many  a line, 

“ In  peacock’s  feathers,  lo,  this  knave  arrays  me.” 

And 
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And  like  a King  of  France  of  whom  I’ve  read. 

Our  gracious  Sov’reign  alio  might  have  faid. 

What  have  I done,  that  he  fhould  praije  me  ?” 

With  pity  have  I feen  thee,  Son  of  Song, 

Trundling  thy  lyric  wheelbarrow  along, 

Amidft  St.  James’s  gapers  to  unload 
The  modey  mafs  of  pompous  ode; 

And  wifh’d  the  fack,  for  verfe  the  annual  prize. 

To  poets  of  a lefs  renown — 

To  poor  * Will  Mason,  who  in  fecret  fighs 
To  ftrut  beneath  the  Laureat’s  leaden  crown. 

Warm  in  the  praife,  thou  mightft  have  been. 

Of  thy  great  King  and  his  great  Queen  j 
But  not  fo  diabolically  hot — 

^ downright  devil,  or  a pepper-pot. 

By  (without  thy  being  born  a wizard) 

Thou  ought’ft  to  know  I mean  a turkey’s  gizzard; 

So  chriften’d  for  its  quality,  by  man, 

Becaufe  fo  oft  ’tis  loaded  with  kian — 

This 

* Yes!  poor  Mister.  Mason  ftrove  hard  for  the  Bays;  but 
lo!  the  fuperior  Genius  of  Warton  prevailed  againft  the 
'united  powers  of  the  yweetly-^'hining  Elf  rid  a,  the  nobly-hidlying 
Caractacus,  and  a heap  of  cloud-trapped  Odes  befidcs. 
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This  dev’l  is  fuch  a red-hot ’bit  of  meat 
As  nothing  but  the  Dev’l  himfelf  fliould  eat. 


A Jpoon  was  large  enough,  the  world  well  knows ! 

Why  give  the  pap  of  praife  then  with  a ladle  ? 
Gently  thou  Ihouldft  have  rock’d  him  to  repofe — 
Not  like  a drunken  nurfe  o’erturn’d  the  cradle. 

J do  not  marvel  that  the  King  was  wrath, 

(Knowing  himfelf  no  bigger  than  a lath). 

To  find  himfelf  a tall,  gigantic  oak — ■ 

^Twas  too  much  of  a magic-lantern  ftroke. 

Ah!  where  was  Modesty,  the  charming  maid ? 

Where  was  the  rural  vagrant  ftraying. 

Not  to  admonifli  thee,  an  idle  jade. 

When  thou  thy  tuneful  compliments  wert  paying  ? 
Yet  why  this  queftion  put  I,  Tom,  to  thee  ? 

Lord  I how  we  wits  forget — Ihe  was  with  me* 

Yes,  Modesty  (by  very  few  careft) 

Oft  condefcends'  to  be  my  gueft : 

From  time  to  time  the  maid  my  rhyme  reviews. 

And  didates  fweet  inftrudtions  to  the  Muse  5 
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Yes,  frequent  deigns  my  cottage  to  adorn. 

Juft  like  that  blufliful  damfel  call’d  Miss  Morn, 
Who,  fmiling  from  the  dreary  caves  of  night, 
iMoves  from  her  eaft  with  filent  pace  and  flow 
'O’er  yonder  ftiadowy  mount’s  gigantic  brow. 

And  to  my  window  fteals  with  dewy  light. 

Then  peeping  through  the  panes  with  cherub  mien. 
Seems  to  ajfk  liberty  to  enter  in. 

Now  vent’ring  on  the  fables  of  my  toom. 

She  fwecps  the  darknefs  with  her  ftar-clad  broom 
Now  pleas’d  a ftronger  fplendor  to  diffufe. 

Smiles  on  the  plated  buckles  in  my  flioes ; 

Smiles  on  my  breeches,  too,  of  handfome  plufli. 
Where  George’s  head  once  made  no  gingling  found. 
But  where  amidft  the  pockets  all  was  huflii 
Such  awful  filence  reign’d  around  ! 

Whofe  fob,  which  thieves  fo  often  pick. 

Was  quite -a  ftranger  to  a watch’s  click. 

Now  calling  on  my  pen  and  ink  a ray. 

Seeming  with  fweet  reproof  to  fay ; 

The  lark  to  Heav’n  her  grateful  matins  lings ; 

“ Then,  Peter,  alfo  ope  thy  tuneful  diroat. 

And,  happy  in  a fafcinating  note, 

Rife  and  falute  the  hejl  of  Kings.” 

5 
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Howe’er  the  world  t’  abufe  me  may  be  giv’n, 

1 cannot  do  without  Crown’d  Heads,  by  Heav’n  T 
Bards  muft  have  fubjeds  that  their  genius  fuit — 

And  if  I’ve  not  Crown’d  Heads,  I muft  be  mute. 

My  verfe  is  fomewhat  like  a game  at  Whift ; 

Which  game,  though  play’d  by  people  e’er  fo  keen. 
Cannot  with  much  fuccefs,  alas ! exift. 

Except  their  hands  poflefs  a King  and  Queen, 

1 

I own,  my  mufe  delights  in  royal  folk : 

Lead-mines,  producing  many  pretty  pounds ! 

Joe  Millars,  furnilhing  a fund  of  joke ! 

Lo,  with  a fund  of  joke  a Court  abounds ! 

At  royal  follies.  Lord ! a lucky  hit 
Saves  our  poor  brain  th’  expence  of  wit : 

At  Princes  let  but  Satire  lift  his  gun, 

The  more  their  feathers  fly,  the  more  the  fun,  - 
E’en  the  whole  world,  blockheads  and  men  of  letters. 
Enjoy  a cannonade  upon  their  betters. 

And,  'vice  verjd^  Kings  and  Queens 
Know  pretty  well  what  fcandal  means. 

And  love  it  too — yes,  Majefty’s  a grinner : 

Scandal 
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Scandal  that  really  would  difgrace  a liable 
Hath  oft  been  beckon’d  to  a royal  table. 

And  pleas’d  a princely  palate  more  than  dinner, 

1 know  the  world  exclaimeth  in  this  guife : 

Suppofe  a King  not  over- wife, 

(A  vice  in  Kings  not  very  oft  fufpetfled) 

“ Suppofe  he  does  this  childifh  thing,  and  thiSy 
If  folly  conftitutes  a Monarch’s  blifs, 

“ Shall  fuch  by  faucy  poets  Hand  correfted  ? 

Bold  is  the  man,  old  Parfon  Calchas  * cries. 

Who  tells  a Monarch  where  his  folly  lies.” 

“ Grant  that  a King  in  convcrfe  cannot  fhine, 

“ And  fharp  with  fltrewd  remark  a world  alarm ; 
What  bufinefs,  Peter  Pindar,  is’t  of  thiqe? 

“ Grant  puerilities — ^pray  where’s  the  harm  ?” — 

To  this  I anfwer,  “ I don’t  think  a King 
“ Will  go  to  for  ev’ry  childifh  thing — 

Yet  mind,  I think  that  one  in  h’s  great  flation 
Should  fhow  fublime  example  to  a nation : 

And  when  an  eag/e  he  fhould  fpring 
To  drink  the  folar  blaze  on  tow’ring  wing, 

With 


♦ Vide  Homer, 
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‘‘  With  daring  and  undazzled  eyes  j 
“ Not  be  a Jp arrow  upon  chimneys  hopping 
His  head  in  holes  and  corners  popping 
“ For  files. 

Tom,  I’m  not  griev’d  that  thou  haft  chang’d  thy  not^, 
And  op’d  on  Windfor  wall  tliy  tuneful  throat ; 

For  verily  it  is  a rare  old  mafs ! • , 

Nor  angry  that  to  West  thou  doft  defcend; 

The  King’s  great  painting  oracle  and  friend. 

Who  teachcth  * Jervas  how  to  Ipoil  good  glafs. 

But,  fon  of  Isis,  fince  amidft  this  ode. 

Thou  talk’ft  of  painting,  like  an  ardent  lover. 

Of  panes  of  glafs  now  daubing  over. 

Dimming  delightfully  the  great  abode ; 

Speak — know’ft  thou  aught  of  Raphael’s  rare  Car-^ 
toons? 

I have  not  fecn  them,  Tom,  for  many  mgons ! , 

Why  didft  thou  not,  amidft  thy  rhyming  fit. 

Of  thofe  moft  heav’nly  pidbures  talk  a bit — 

For 


* See  the  windows  defigned  for  the  chapel  at  Windfor. 
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For  which  the  Nation  paid  down  ev’ry  Joufe? 
Rare  pictures,  brought  long  fince  from  HAMPTOif 
Court, 

And  by  a Jelf-taught  Carpenter  cut  Ihort, 

To  fuit  the  pannels  of  the  Queen’s  old  houfe. 

So  fays  report — I hope  it  is  not  true— 

And  yet  I verily  believe  it  too ; 

It  is  fo  like  Jome  people  I could  name, 
WhofeptfnVr^^w^m  walk  a little  lame. 

Beihrew  me,  but  it  brings  to  mind 
A cutting  ftory,  much  of  the  fame  kind  i 

It  happ’d  at  Plymouth  town  fo  fair  and  Iweet, 
Where  wandering  gutters,  wandering  gutters  meet. 
Making  in  fhow’rs  of  rain  a monftrous  pother ; 
Bart’ring,  like  Rag-fair  Jews,  with  one  the  other. 
With  carrots,  cabbage-leaves,  and  breathlefs  cats. 
Potatoes,  turnip-tops,  old  rags,  and  hats : 

A town  that  brings  to  mind  Swift’s  City  Show’r, 
Where  clouds  to  wafh'its  face  for  ever  pour ; 

A town  where  Beau-traps  under  water  grin. 

Inviting  gentle  ftrangers  to  walk  in  j 
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Where  dwell  tlie  Lady  Naiads  of  the  flood. 

Prepar’d  to  crown  their  vifitors  with  mud. 

A town  where  parfons  for  the  linjing  fight, 

On  every  vacancy,  with  godly  might. 

Like  wreftlers  for  lac’d  hats  and  buckfl^in  breeches; 
Where  oft  the  priefl;  who  bell  his  lungs  employs 
To  make  the  rarefl:  diabolic  noife, 

W ith  fureft  claance  of  vi6t’r^  preaches : 

Whofe  empty  founds  alone  his  labours  blefs ; 

Lilce  cannon  fir’d  by  veflTels  in  diftrefs. 

A town  where,  exil’d  by  the  Higher  Pow’rs, 

The  *Royal  Tar  with  indignation  lours  j 
Kept  by  his  Sire  from  London,  and  from  fin;, 

To  lay  his  Catechifm  to  Miftrefs  Wyjjn. 


♦ The  Duke  of  Clarence, 
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THE  PLYMOUTH  CARPENTER 

AND 

THE  COFFINS.' 

IN  the  laft  war  French  pris’ners  often  dy’d 

Of  fevers,  colds,  and  more  good  things  befide : 

\ 

Prefents  for  valour,  from  damp  walls  and  chinlcs  5 " 
And  nakednefs,  that  feldom  fees  a fliirt  i 
And  vermin,  and  all  forts  of  dirt  j 
And  multitudes  of  motley  ftinks. 

That  might  with  fmells  of  any  clime  compare. 

That  ever  fought  the  nofe,  or  fields  of  air. 

As  coffins  are  deem’d  neceflaiy  things. 

Forming  a pretty  fort  of  wooden  wings 

For  wafting  men  to  graves,  for  t’other  world ; 
Where,  anchor’d,  (doom’d  to  make  no  voyages  more) 
The  rudders  of  our  fouls  are  put  afhore. 

And  all  the  fails  for  ever  furl’d ; 

A carpenter,  firll  coufin  to  the  May’r, 

Hight  Mafter  Screw,  a man  of  reputation. 

Got  leave,  through  borough  int’rcft,  to  prepare 
Good  wooden  lodgings  for  the  Gallic  nation  i 
1 mean,  for  lucklefs  Frenchmen  that  were  dead ; 

And  very  well  indeed  Screw’s  contradl  fped. 

VoL.  IIv  H 


His 


( 

BROTHER  PETER 

His  good  friend  Death  made  wonderful  demand's. 
As  if  they  play’d  into  each  other’s  hands ; 

As  if  the  Carpenter  and  Death  went  fnacks — 
Wifhing  to  make  as  much  as  e’er  they  could 
By  this  farhe  contra6t  coffin  wood, 

'For  fuch  as  Death  had  thrown  upon  their  backs. 

This  Carpenter,  like  men  of  other  trades 
Whom  confcience  very  eafily  perfuades 

To  take  from  neighbours  ufelefs  fuperfluity, 
Refolv’d  upon  an  economic  plan. 

Which  ffiows  that  in  the  chara6ter  of  man 
Economy  is  not  an  incongruity. 

I know  Jome  Monarchs  fay  the  fame — whofe  pulfes 
Beat  high’ for  iv’ry  chairs  and  beds  and  bulfes. 

For  lo,  this  man  of  economic  fort 
Makes  all  his  coffins  much  too  fhort ; 

Yet  fnugly  he  accommodates  the  dead — 

Cuts  off,  with  much  fang-froid^  the  head  j 
And  then,  to  keep  it  fafe  as  well  as  warni. 

Fie  gravely  puts  it  underneath  the  arm ; 

Making  his  dead  man  quite  a Paris  beau  ! 

Hugging  his  jowl  en  chateau  hr  as. 


BUT, 
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BUT,  Thomas,  now  to  thofe  Cartoons  of  fame- 
Do  afk  thy  Sov’reign,  in  my  name. 

What’s  to  be  done  with  thofe  rare  pi6lures  next 
Some  months  ago,  by  night,  they  travell’d  down 
To  the  Queen’s  Houfe  in  Windfor  town. 

At  which  the  London  folks  were  vaftly  vex’d. 

For  if  thofe  fine  Cartoons,  as  hifl’ry  fays. 

Were  (much  to  this  great  nation’s  praife) 

Bought  for  Britannia’s  foie  infpeftion  j 
Unajk'd^  to  fuffer  any  man  to  feel  ’em. 

Or  fuffer  any  forward  dame  to  fteal  ’em. 

Would  be  a national  reflexion. 

< 

Tom,  afk,  to  Strelitz  if  they’re  doom’d  to  go, 

Becaufe  the  walls  are  naked  there,  I know, 

Strelitz  a moufe-hole  is,  all  dark  and  drear; 

And,  fhould  the  piftures  be  inclin’d  to  ftray, 

\ 

Not  liking  Strelitz,  they  may  lofe  their  way. 

And  ramble  to  fome  Hebrew  audlioneer ; 

Where,  like  poor  captur’d  negroes  in  a knot. 

The  holy  wand’rers  may  be  made  a lot— 

And,  like  the  goods  at  Garraway’s  we  handle,  ^ 
Chrift  and  the  Saints  be  fold  by  inch  of  candle! 

H 2 Dc; 
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Dearly  beloved  Thomas,  ro  conclude — 

(I  fee  thee  ready  to  bawl  out  “ Amen:"^ 

Joking  apart,  don’t  think  me  rude 

For  wifhing  to  inftruft  thy  lyric  pen.  ' 

Whether  like  trout  and  eels  in  humble  pride,  ^ 

' Along  the  fimple  ftream  of  profe  we  glide  j ? 

Or  ftirring  from  below  a cloud  of  mud. 

Like  whales  we  flounder  through  the  lyric  flood  j 

Or  (if  a paft’ral  image  charm  thee  more) 

Whether  the  vales  of  profe  our  feet  explore. 

Or,  rais’d  fublime  on  Ode’s  aerial  fteep, 

We  bound  from  rock  to  rock,  like  goats  and  flieep ; 

Whether  we  dine  with  Dukes  on  fifty  dilhes. 

Or,  poet-like,  againft  our  wilhes. 

On  beef  or  pork,  an  economic  crumb, 

( Perchance  not  bigger  than  our  thumb. 

Turn’d  by  a bit  of  packthread  at  the  fire) 

To  fatisfy  our  hunger’s  keen  defirc; 

A good  old  proverb  let  us  keep  in  view — 

Viz.  Thomas,  “ Give  the  Dev’l  his  due.” 
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Whether  a Monarch,  iflliing  high  command. 
Smiles  us  to  court,  and  fliakes  us  by  the  hand ; 
Or  rude  bumbailifFs  touch  us  on  the  flioulder. 
And  bid  our  tuneful  harps  in  prifon  moulder ; 
Sell  not  (to  meannefs  funk)  one  golden  line — 
The  Muse’s  incenfe  for  a giU  of  wine. 


This  were  a poor  excufe  of  thine,  my  friend — 

“ Few  are  the  people  that  my  Ode  attend : 

I’m  like  a country  clock,  poor,  lonely  thing, 
That  on  the  ftaircafe,  or  behind  the  door, 

“ Cries,  ‘ Cuckoo,  Cuckoo,’  juft  at  twelve  and  four, 
“ And  chimes  that  vulgar  tune,  “God  fave  the  King.” 

Oh!  if  defcrting  Windsor’s  lofty  tow’rs, 

T o fave  a fixpence  in  his  barrack  bow’rs, 

A Monarch  fhuffles  from  the  world  away, 

And  gives  to  Folly’s  whims  the  buftling  dayj 
From  Jucb  low  themes  thy  promis’d  praife  recall, 

And  fing  more  wonders  of  the  old  Mud  Wall. 
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J’ETER’s  PROPHECY; 

/ 

OR, 

$ 

The  president  and  POET; 

\ 

OR,  AN  ' 

IMPORTANT  EPISTLE  TO  SIR  J,  BANKSj 

ON  T H K 

approaching  election 

O F A 

PRESIDENT  Of  the  ROYAL  SOCIETY. 


YrM,  Rutilusve  fuat,  nullo  difcnmine  babth.  Vi  r C H . 

Rank,  is  a farce — if  people  fools  will  be, 

A fcsvcnger  and  king’s  the  fame  to  Pte* 

La  Societe  Royale  de  Londres  fut  forme  en  1660,  fix  ans  avant  notre  Academic 
ift  Sciences.  Elle  n’a  point  de  recompenfes  comme  la  notre;  mats  aulTi  elle  eft 
libre.  Point  de  ces  diftinftions  dHagreables,  inventees  par  1’ Abbe'  Bignon» 
,ui  d'.ftribua  I’Academie  des  Sciences  en  Sarans  qu’on  payoit,  & en  Honoraires 
qni  n’etoient  pas  Savana.  La  Societe  de  Londres  ind£pendante,  & n’etant  encou- 
ragee  que  par  elle-mSme,  a ete  compofee  de  fujets  qui  ont  trouve  le  calcul  de 
I’Infini,  lei  lois  de  la  lumiere,  celles  de  pefanteur,  I’aberrat  on  des  ctoilcs,  Ic 
telefcope  de  reflexion,  la  pompe  a feu,  le  microfeope  folaire,  & beaucoup  d’autres 
Inventior^  aulfi  utiles  qu’admirables.  Qu’auroient  fait  de  plus  ces  Grands 

Hwmmxs,  s’ils  avoient  ete  peafiennaires  on  honoraires? 

Vas-TAiR*,  fur  la  Societe  Royale. 
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A Sublime  and  poetical  Exordium,  in  which  the  Bardiap- 
plaudeth  himfelf,  condemneth  his  Sovereign,  and  conde- 
fcendeth  to  inllrufl  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  F.  R.  S. — Anecdote 
of  Julius  C^sar  and  a Conjurof— Peter  dwelleth  with 
much  folemnity  on  the  gloomy  month  of  November,  and  com- 
pareth  Sir  Joseph  Banks  to  Jupiter  and  Mr.  Squib— 
A/keth  (hrevvd  queftions — Sir  Joseph  comprehendeth  their 
fage  meaning,  and  flieth  into  a palfion,  and  boafieth  how  he 
revengeth  himfelf  on  the  fun  the  world  enjoyeth  at  his 
cxpence — Sir  Joseph  animadverteth  wifely  on  a fall  from  the 
prefidency  to  the  date  of  a Jimple  fellow,  obliquely  and  nobly 
hinting  at  a few  traits  of  his  own  charafter — Peter  replieth 
with  good  advice,  exhibiting  at  the  fame  time  acute  know- 
ledge of  the  fexual  fyftem  in  botanical  affairs — Sir  Joseph 
refufeth Peter’s  counfel  — Peter  mentioneth  men  of  fcience, 
whom  Sir  Joseph  fcorneth — Sir  Joseph  letteth  the  cat  out 
of  the  bag,  and  fheweth  principles  inimical  to  the  caufe  of 
true  philofophy,  by  wifhing  to  make  great  men  Fellows,  in- 
ftead  of  ‘wife  men — Peter  moralifeth  with  profundity,  and 
Bappeth  the  bugs  o-f  Fortune  for  daring,  on  account  of  their 
Mammon,  to  place  themfelves  on  a level  with  Genius  — Sir 
Joseph  maketh  more  difcovery  of  his  difpofition,  by  abufing 
painting,  poetry,  and  mufic,  and  wifheth  to  tread  in  the 
x^ftepsof  his  Sovereign — Peter  illuftrateth the Prelident’s  mod® 
of  catching  at  an  -argument,  by  a beautiful  fpider  fimile — Sir 
Joseph  boafteth  of  his  tea  and  toaft  weapons — Peter  ani- 
madverteth with  his  ufual  wifdom  on  the  miraculous  powers 
of  meat,  when  applied  to  a hungry  ftomaeh— Sir  Joseph 
hndeth  out  a new  road  to  the  heart — Boafteth  of  royal  favour 
-—Peter  fmileth  at  it,  and  frighteneth  Sir  Joseph— Sir 
Joseph  enquireth  the  World’s  opinion  of  himfelf — Peter 
giveth  it  without  ceremony — Sir  Joseph  curfeth — Peter 
prayeth  him  to  be  quiet,  proceedcth,  and  tclleth  ternbl® 

things — 


THE  ARGUMENT, 


105 

things  — Sir  Joseph  fweareth  — Praifeth  himfelf  again  for 
his  being  able  to  lead  great  folks  by  the  nofe,  and  braggeth  of 
royal  whifpers — Peter  gueficth  at  the  royal  whifpers,  and 
exprefieth  pleafure  thereat — Again  boalleth  the  Preiident  of 
what  he  can  do — Peter  folemnJy  fmileth  in  a fuperb  fimile 
taken  from  wild  beads — Sir  Joseph  vaunteth  on  his  great 
acquaintance  with  vegetables  and  monkeys — Peter  acquief- 
ceth  in  his  monkey  wifdom,  but  denieth  its  importance,  and 
turneth  butterfly  and  egg  knowledges  over  to  idle  old  maids— 
Peter  acknowledgetli  the  merits  of  Indian,  booby,  and 
noddy  killing ; lizard,  bat,  fcurvygrafs,  and  lady-fmock  hun- 
ting;  yet  difl'ereth  with  Sir  Joseph  as  to  the  idea  of  its  im^ 
portance — The  Prefident  again  boalleth — Peter  folemnly 
replieth,  and  telleth  ftrange  matters  of  Sir  Willi  am  Hamil- 
ton—Sir  Joseph  breaketh  out  violently,  and  with  an  air  of 
defiance,  on  the  fubjeft  of  Mr.  Herschel — Peter  acquief- 
ceth,  in  fome  meafure,  on  the  merits  of  Mr.  Herschel,  and 
prophefieth  more  difcoveries  by  this  allronomer  than  ftruck 
the  imagination  of  Sir  Joseph — Peter  prophefieth  of  the 
future  grandeur  of  Cheltenham,  by  means  of  mills  to  fup- 
ply  the  great  Jiux  of  people  with  paper — Peter  giveth  more 
glory  to  Mr.  Herschel’s  glafs,  than  to  Mr.  Herschel’s 
head — Sir  Joseph  groweth  abufive— Peter  properly  replieth— 
^ir  Joseph  again  triumpheth — Peter  cutteth  him  down  for 
his  laud  on  his  Grace  of  Marlborough’s  fpy-glafs  difco- 
veries, and  John  Hunter’s  fows  and  pheafiints — Sir  Joseph 
plameth  himfelf  on  Dr.  Blagden — Peter  praifeth  Dr.  Blag- 
DEN  — Sir  Joseph  praifeth  Sir  Benjamin  Thompson,  Lord 
Mulgrave,  and  the  unalfuming  quaker.  Dr.  Lettsome; 
moreover  praifeth  the  Doiflor’s  hobby-horfe,  mangel  'vjorjal, 
alias  nvunfcl — Sir  Joseph  enquireth  the  merits  of  Mr.  Au- 
bert,  the  filkman — Peter  fmileth,  and  anfwereth  wittily — 
Sir  Joseph  enquireth  about  Mr.  Daines  Barrington — 
Peter  anfwereth  in  like  manner — Sir  Joseph’s  ire  boileth 
over' — Peter  laugheth — Peter  cometh  to  the  point,  and 
telleth  the  Prefident  in  plain  terms  that  he  mud  depend  on 

tho 
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the  f/iany,  more  than  one,  meaning  our  moll  gracious  King— » 
Sir  Joseph  exckimeth  with  his  ufual  vulgarity,  and  taxeth 
the  revolting  members  with  ingratitude,  and  flieth  to  meat 
and  drink  for  his  future  fupporters — Peter  praifeth  meat  and 
'drink,  yet  infifteth  on  the  truth  of  an  intended  rebellion — Sir 
Joseph,  in  a drain  of  defpondency,  looketh  to  the  Lord  for 
fupport — Peter  giveth  him  no  hopes  from  that  quarter — Sir 
Joseph,  in  a tiger-like  manner,  breaketh  out  into  rage  and 
boading — Peter  acknowledgeth  his  merits,  but  informeth 
the  Prelident  of  their  infufHciency — Sir  Joseph  voweth  to 
play  die  devil — Peter  exalteth  Sir  Joseph’s  intended  ma- 
noeuvre, by  a comparifon  of  a miracle  frequently  worked'in 
Popidi  countries  on  rats  and  graflioppcrs — Pe  ter  dill  harpeth 
on  the  old  dring  of  fomething  more — Sir  Joseph  adduceth  mor* 
indances  of  merit,  fuch  as  eating  matters  that  would  mak« 
a Hottentot  vomit  — Peter  acknowledgeth  Sir  Joseph’* 
uncommon  domach-powers  and  triumph  over  reptiles ; but 
with  obdinacy  infideth  upon  it  that  fomething  more  mud  b» 
achieved — The  Preddent,  upon  this,  mod  wickedly,  yet  mod 
heroically,  declareth,  that  he  will  then  fwallow  an  alligator— 
Peter  dlfluadeth  Sir  Josepi^,  like  a friend,  from  his  bold 
intention,  and  recoimnendeth  a meal  of  a milder  quality. 


PETER’S 


PETER’S  PROPHECY; 


O R, 

The  president  and  POET. 


1 HE  Bard  who,  fill’d  with  Friendlliip’s  pureft  fire, 
% 

Tun’d  to  a mighty  King  the  moral  lyre; 

With  all  the  magic  of  the  Mufe’s  art, 

Smil’d  at  his  foibles,  and  enlarg’d  * his  heart. 
Ungrateful  Prince ! like  moll  of  modern  times. 


Who  never  thank’d  the  Poet  for  his  rhymes ; 

The  Bard,  v/ith  Wifdom’s  voice  fublimely  ftrong. 
Who  fear’d  the  maids  of  honour  with  his  fong, 
Turn’d  Courtiers  pale,  and  turn’d  to  filent  wonder 
Ambafladors,  at  Truth’s  deep  tone  of  diunder; 
Who  in  their  country' (fuch  a timid  thing!) 

I 

Was  never  known  to  whiff er  to  a king: 

The. 


♦ Verily  the  Lyric  Bard  hath  caufe  of  triumph — by  means 
of  a few  hinU,  the  clofe  fill  of  Royal  Economy  hath  been  a little 
unclenched.  By  God’s  grace,  and  the  Poet’s  good  health, 
grtattr  things  axe  likely  to  be  accomplilhed ; fuch  is  the  powM 
of  fang  ! 
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The  Bard  who  dar’d  undaunted  thus  to  tow’r. 

And  boldly  oracles  to  princes  pour. 

Stoops  from  the  zenith  of  his  eagle  flight 
To  give  inftruflion  to  a fimple  Knight. 

To  C-^SAR,  who  th’  advice  with  fcorn  repaid, 
Beware  the  Ides  of  Marchf  a conj’ror  faid. 

More  rev’renc’d  let  a greater  conj’ror  fay, 

“ Beware,  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  St.  Andrew's  Day.’* 
J^ear  is  the  gloomy  month,  and  gloomy  hour. 

When,  of  your  plumage  ftripp’d,  and  fav’rite  pQw’r, 
You  quit  that  mace  and  pompous  chair  of  ftate. 

And  ceafe  Lx)rd  Paramount  of  Moth  debate. 

That  awe-infpiring  hammer’d  fill  to  rear. 

Like  fcepter’d  Jove,  and  Squib  the  Auctioneer  ! 


SIR  JOSEPH. 

Well!  what’s  November  s*  gloomy  month  or  hour? 
The  day  which  ravages^  ref  ores  my  pow’r. 

PETER. 

Perchance  Ambition  may  be  doom’d  to  mourn ! 
Perchance  your  honours  may  no  more  return  I 

Think 

* On  the  thirtieth  of  November  die  Prefident  is  annually 
cholen. 
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Think  what  a hoft  of  enemies  you  make! 

What  feelins:  mind  would  be  a Bull  at  ftake? 

O 

Pinch’d  by  this  mongrel,  by  that  maftiff  torn ; 
fVho'd  make  a feaft  to  treat  the  public  /com  ? 

Who’d  be  a Bear  that  grafps  his  club  with  pride. 
With  which  his  dancittg-majler  drubs  his  hide  ? 

None,  dear  Sir  Joseph,  but  the  arrant’ft  fool 
Turns  butt  to  feel  the  fliafts  of  ridicule. 

SIR  JOSEPH. 

Your  meaning,  friend,  I eafily  divine ! 

PETER. 

Yes,  quit  for  life  the  chair — refign,  refign. 

SIR  JOSEPH. 

No  ! with  contempt  the  grinning  world  I fee. 

And  always  laugh  at  thoje  who  laugh  at  me, 

PETER. 

Dear  Sir  Jofeph,  may  I never  thrive 
But  you  muft  be  the  merrieji  man  alive. 


SIR 


no 


Peter’s  prophecy. 


SIR  JOSEPH. 

Good ! — but,  my  friend,  ’twould  be  a black  November, 

T 0 lofe  the  chair,  and  fneak  a vulgar  member  j 
Sit  on  a bench  mumchance  without  my  hat  *, 

Sunk  from  a lion  to  a tame  T om  cat : 

Juft  like  a fchoolboy  trembling  o’er  his  book. 

Afraid  to  move,  or  fpeak,  or  tliink,  or  look. 

When  Mifter  President,  with  maftiff  air,  ; 

Vouchfafes  to  grurnble  “ Silence”  from  the  chair.  \ 

>* 

PETER.  ; • 

All  this  is  mortifying  to  be  fure. 

And  mere  than  flefh  and  blood  can  -well  endure ! 

Then  to  your  turnip-fields  in  peace  retire : 

Return,  like  Cincinnatus,  country  fquire : 

Go  with  your  wifdom,  and  amaze  the  Boors 
With  apple-tree,  and  fhrub,  and  flowV  amours ; 

And  tell  them  all,  with  wide-mouth’d  wonder  big, 

I 

Plow  gnats  f can  make  a cuckold  of  a fig. 

Form  fly-clubs,  fhell-clubs,  w^eed-clubs,  if  you  pleafe. 
And  proudly  reign  the  President  of  ib^e: 

Go, 

* The  Prefident  always  wears  his  hat. 
f See  the  Natural  Hiftory  of  the  Fig. 
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Go,  and  with  periwinkle  wifdom  charm ; 

With  loves  of  lobflers,  oyfters,  crabs,  alarm ; 

And  tell  them  how,  like  ours,  the  females  woo’d. 

By  kifllng,  people  all  the  realms  of  mud : 

Thus,  though  proud  London  dares  refufe  you  fame. 
The  Towns  of  Lincolnshire  lhall  raile  your  name; 
Knock  down  the  bull,  the  magpie,  calf,  and  king. 
And  bid  Sir  JoJeph  on  their  fignpofts  fwing, 

SIR  J OS  EPH.  • . • ^ 

No  ! fince  I’ve  fairly  mounted  Fortune’s  mail. 

Till  Fate  fhall  chop  my  hands  off,  I’ll  hold  faft. 

PETER. 

And  yet.  Sir  Jofeph,  Fame  reports,  you  flole 
To  Fortune’s  topmaft  through  the  luhberhole* . 
Think  of  the  men,  whom  Science  fo  reveres ! 
Horsley,  and  Wilson,  Maskelyne,  Maseres, 
Landen,  and  Hornsby,  Atwood,  Glenie,  Hut- 
ton— 

SIR  JOSEPH. 

Blockheads'!  for  whom  I do  not  care  a button  1 

Fools, 

* A part  of  the  ftilp  well  known  to  new  feamen. 
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Fools,  who  to  mathematics  would  confine  us. 

And  bother  all  our  ears  with  plus  and  minus, 

/ 

PETER. 

No  more  they  fearch  the  philofophic  mine. 

To  bid  the  journals  with  their  labours  fhine. 

And  yield  a glorious  Iplendor  to  the  page, 

Such  as  when  Newton,  Halley  grac’d  the  age! 
Retir’d,  thofe  members  now  behold  with  fio-hs 
The  dome,  like  Egypt,  fwarm  with  frogs  and  flies ; 
And  youy  the  Pharaoh  too  without  remorfe. 

The  ftubborn  parent  of  the  reptile  curie  j 
Sec  Wisdom  yield  to  Folly’s  rude  control; 

s 

Jove’s  eagle  murder’d  by  a moufing  owl. 

SIR  JOSEPH. 

Poh!  poh  ! my  friend.  I’ve  flar-gazers  enough; 

I now  look  round  for  diff’rent  kind  of  ftuff : 

Befides — mititled  members  are  mere  fwine ; 

I v/ilh  for  princes  on  my  lift  to  fhine : 

I’ll  have  a company  of  ftars  and  firings ; 

I’ll  have  a proud  fociety  of  kings ! 

I’ll  have  no  miferable  fqueal  tomtit y 
WhiUl  Fortune  offers  pheajants  to  my  fpit  I 


4 


For 
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For  me,  the  Dev’l  may  take  a namelefs  fry — 

No  fprats,  no  Iprats,  whilfb  whales  can  fill  my  eye. 

PETER. 

Thus  on  a ftall,  amidft  a country  fair, 

Old  women  fhow  of  gingerbread  their  ware ! 

King  David  and  Queen  Bethsheba  behold. 

Strut  from  their  dough  majeilic,  grac’d  with  gold ! 
King  Solomon  fo  great,  in  all  his  glory  ! 

The  Queen  of  Sheba  too,  renown’d  in  ftory  I 
The  grannie  thefe  difplay  with  doating  eyes ; 
Delighted  fee  them  all  the  louts  furprife ; 

Whilft  no  poor  bak’d  plebeian-^  great  or  fmall. 
Dares  fhow  his  fneaking  nofe  upon  the  ftall ! 

Sir  Joseph,  do  not  fancy,  that  by  fate 
Great  wifdom  goes  with  titles  and  eflate  ! 

I grant  that  pride  and  infolence  appear 
Where  purblind  Fortune  thoufands  gives  a year. 
Too  many  of  Fortune’s  infecls  have  I feen. 
Proud  of  fome  little  name,  with  fcornful  mien. 
High  o’er  the  head  of  modeft  Genius  rife. 

Pert,  foppifh,  whiffling,  flutt’ring  butterflies ! 
Weak  imps ! on  whom,  their  planets  all  fo  kind. 

In  pity  to  their  poverty  of  mind, 

VoL.  II.  I 


Around, 
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Around,  her  treafure  bountifully  fired, 
Convinc’d  the  fools  would  want  a bit  of  bread. 


SIR  JOSEPH. 

Since  truth  muft  out,  then  know,  my  biting  friend, 
Philofophers  my  foul  with  horror  rend ; 

Whene’er  their  mouths  are  open’d,  I arri  mum — 
Plague  take  ’em,  flioulcT  a Vrefident  be  dumb  ? 

1 loath  the  arts — the  univerfe  may  1-yiow  it : 

I hate  a painter,  and  I hate  a poet. 

To  thefe  two  ears,  a bear,  Marchesi  growls; 

Mara  and  Billington,  a brace  of  owls. 

To  circles  of  pure  ignorance  conduft  me; 

1 hate  the  company  that  can  infirudi  me  j 
I wifli  to  imitate  my  King  fo  nice^ 

Great  Prince  ! who  ne’er  was  known  to  take  advice  I 
Who  keeps  no  company  (delightful  plan !) 

That  dares  be  wifer  than  himfclf,  good  man ! 

• PETER. 

In  troth,  Sir  Joseph,  I have  often  feen  ye 
Look  in  debate  a little  like  a ninny. 

Struggling  to  grafp  the  fenfe  with  mouth,  hands,  eyes. 
And  with  the  philofophic  Speaker  rife ; 
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Juft  like  a Ipider  brufh’d  by  Susan’s  broom. 

That  tries  to  claw  its  thread,  and  mount  the  room  j 
Poor  fprawling  reptile,  but  with  humbled  air 
Condemn’d  to  fneak  away  behind  a chair. 


SIR  JOSEPH. 

Still  to  the  point — a rout  let  fellows  make  j 
My  pow’r  is  too  well  fix’d  for  fuch  to  (hake  j 
My  fure  artill’ry  hath  o’ercome  a hofi, 

PETER.- 

I own  the  great,  paft  pow’rs  of  tea  and  toaft ! 
Ven’fon’s  a C^sar  in  the  fierceft  frayj 
Turtle!  an  Alexander  in  its  way: 

And  then,  in  quarrels  of  a fighter  nature. 
Mutton’s  a moft  fuccefsful  mediator ! 

So  much  luperior  is  the  ftomach’s  fmart 
To  all  the  vaunted  horrors  of  the  heart; 

E’en  Love,  who  often  triumphs  in  his  grief. 
Hath  ceas’d  to  feed  on  fighs,  to  pant  on  bee^ 

SIR  JOSEPH. 

Yes,  yes,  my  friend,  my  tea  and  butter’d  rolls 
Have  found  an  eafy  pafs  to  people’s  fouls ; 

I R 


My 
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My  well-^tim’d  dinners  {certain  folks  revere) 
Have  left  this  eafy  bofom  nought  to  fear. 

The  turnpike  road  to  people’s  hearts,  I find. 
Lies  through,  tlieir  guts,  or  I miftake  mankind ; 
Befides,  whilfl;  thus  I boaft  my  Sovereign's,  fmile, 
I^et  raggamuffins  rage,  and  rogues  revile. 


P E T E k. 

Alas ! Sir  Joseph  ! grant  the  King  ypu  pleafe. 
Which  ev’ry  courtier’s  eye  with  envy  fees  j 
A glorious  thing  too,  no  man  can  deny  itj 
Though  no  man  ever  got  a ftxpence  by  it ; 

Yet  of  our  lucky  ifland,  certain  Kings, 

Far  from  rt//-mi^hty,  are  not  mighty  things : 

And  though  with  many  a wren  you  make  him  bleft. 
And  many  a tomtit’s  egg  and  tomtit’s,  neft  j 
And  many  a monlcey  fluff’d  to  make  him  grin. 

And  many  a 0ea  and  beetle  on  a pin ; 

And  promife  (to  cajole  the  royal  mind) 

To  ma^  his  butcher,  member,  and  his  hind  j 
It  is  not  hey  with  Polyphemus  flare, 

And  flern  command,  perpetuates  die  Chair ! 

I know  that  difaffeftion  taints  the  throng, 

And  know  the  world  li  lavijh  in  its  tongue. 


/ 
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SIR  JOSEPH. 

Ah  ! tell  me  fairly  without  more  delay, 

What  ’tis  the  blackguard  world  hath  dar’d  to  fay : 
Perhaps  a pretty  devil  I’m  pourtray’d'; 

The  world’s  free  brulh  deals  damnably  in  Jhade. 


PETER. 

Thus,  then,  How  dares  that  man  his  carcafe  fquat, 
“ Bold,  in  the  facred  chair  "wdiere  Newton  fat  j 
Whofe  eye  could  Nature’s  darkeft  veil  pervade. 
And,  fun-like,  view  the  folitary  maid  ; 

“ Purfue  the  wand’rer  through  each  fecret  maze, 

‘‘  And  on  her  labours  pour  a noontide  blaze  ? 

“ When  to  the  chair  Banks  forc’d  his  bold  afcent, 
He  crawl’d  a bug  upon  the  monument^' 

SIR  JOSEPH. 

Curfe  them ! — 

I 

PETER. 

Have  patience,  dear  Sir  Jofeph,  pray  I 
I have  not  mention’d  half  the  people  fay : — 

Thus  then  af:;ain,  “ He  beats  the  bears,  fo  rude, 
With  bull  Jog  afpedl,  and  with  brains  of  mud  : 

I j His 
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His  words,  like  ftones  for  pavements,  make  us  ftart ; 
Rude,  roughly  rumbling,  tumbling  from  the  cartj 
“ Who  for  importance  all  his  lungs  employs. 

And  thinks  that  words,  like  drums,  were  made  (ovnoife  ; 
A fellow  fo  unqualified  to  fhine ! 

“ Who  never  to  the  Journals  gave  a line^ 

But  into  Sweden  caft  a fox-like  look, 

“ And  caught  Goofe  Dryander  to  write  his  book,* 
Such  is  the  mania  for  the  claps  of  Fame, 

So  fought  by  many  a ’fquire  and  gentle  dame, 

‘‘  Refembling  beggars  that  oh  alms  grow  fatj 
Who,  if  too  weak  themjehes  to  make  a brat. 

Buy  children  up  to  melt  the  trav’ler’s  eye, 

^ And  from  his  pocket  call  the  charity. 

Through  him  each  trifle-hunter  that  can  bring 
A grub,  a weed,  a moth,  a beetle’s  wing, 

Shall  to  a Fellow’s  dignity  fucceed; 

“ Witnefs  Lord  Chatham  and  his  pfs'a-bed!\ 

‘‘  How 

* A moll  pompous  birth  in  the  botanical  way  is  to  make  its 
appearance  foon ; Sir  Jofeph  the  reputed  father,  though  Jonas 
Dryander,  the  Swede,  his  fecretary,  begets  it. 

t y ulgarly  called  Dandelion.  Something  of  this  kind  (a  moil 
wonderful  fpecies  !)  was  prefented  by  the  eldell-born  of  the  great 
Pitt,  for  which  he  was  created  F.R.  S. 
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How  had  he  pow’rs  to  mufter  up  the  face 
To  alk  a President’s  important  place  ? 

How  with  a matchlefs  infolence  to  dare 
“ Abufe  and  joftle  Pringle*  from  the  chair? 

“ A moth-hunter,  a crab-catcher,  a bat 
That  owes  its  foie  fubfiftence  to  a gnat ! 

A hunter  of  the  meaneft  reptile  breed, 

“ A fool  that  crofles  oceans  for^  weed ! . 

I 4 Once 

* About  the  year  1779,  condu£lors  were  ordered  to  be  placed 
pear  all  our  magazines,  to  fecure  them  from  the  effefts  of  light- 
ning. A queftion  then  arofe,  'which  would  belt  fucceed,  blunt 
or  pointed  conductors.  Sir  John  Pringle,  with  the  fenfible  part 
of  the  Society,  were  of  opinion,  as,  indeed,  was  Dr.  Franklin, 
that  points  were  preferable — Sir  Jofeph  Banks  and  his  party 
roared  loudly  for  the  blunts. — The  difpute  ran  fo  high,  that  his 
Majefty  took  a part  in  it ; and  being  rather  partial  to  blunt  con- 
duilors,  thought  to  put  an  end  to  the  matter  by  giving  his  own 
peremptory  decifion,^and  announcing  to  the  world  the  fuperiority 
of  NGBS.  To  confirm  his  great  and  nuife  opinion,  nobs  were 
aclually  fixed  on  iron  rods  at  the  end  of  Buckingham  Houfe. 
This,  however,  was  not  all ; on  the  birth  day,  his  Majeliy  de- 
fired  Sir  John  to  give  it  to  the  world  as  the  opinion  of  the 
Royal  Society,  that  Dr.  Franklin  was  nwrong.  The  Prefident 
replied,  like  a man,  that  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  rcverfe  the 
order  of  Nature.  The  Sovereign  could  not  eafily  fee  that,  and 
therefore  repeated  his  commands. — Teazed  by  the  King  from  lime 
to  time  to  oppofe  the  decided  opinion  of  the  rebellious  Franklin, 
and  the  laws  of  Nature ; and  conliantly  barked  at  by  Sir  Jofeph 
and  his  moth-hunting  phalanx ; he  refigned  the  chair,  and  re- 
turned to  Scotland .-p-The  honour  was  inltantancoufly  fnappedat, 
and  caught  by  the  prefent  pofleflbr,  fuch  as  he  is ! 
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Once  tow’ring  Science  made  Crane-court*  her 
home, 

And  heav’n-born  Wisdom  paroniz’d  the  dome; 
With  awful  afpefl  at  the  portal  jfhonc, 

“ And  to  her  manfion  woo’d  the  v/ife  alone : 

“ Now  at  the  door  fee  moon-ey’d  Folly  grin, 

“ Inviting  birds-neft  hunters  to  come  in ; 

“ Idiots  who  fpecks  on  eggs  devoutly  ken, 

" And  furbilh  up  a folio  on  a wren.” 

You  fee  the  world.  Sir  Joseph,  fcorns  to  flatter — 

\ 

* ' SIR  JOSEPH. 

By  G-d  ! I think  it  hath  not  minc’d  the  matter. 

Yet,  by  the  Pow’r  who  made  me,  Peter,  know. 
I’m  honour  dy  fiar'd  aty  wherefoe’er  I go ! 

I 

Soon  as  a room  I enter,  lo,  all  ranks 

Get  up  to  compliment  Sir  Joseph  Banks  ! — 


PETER. 

And  then  fit  down  again,  I do  fuppofe  j 
And  then  around  the  room  a whifper  goes, 

, Lord, 

* The  rooms  of  the  Royal  Society  are  removed  from  Crane- 
court  to  Somerfet-place. 
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**  Lord,  that’s  Sir  Joseph  Banks  ! — how  grand  his 
look ! 

Who  fail’d.all  round  the  world  with  Captain  Cook  V* 

t 

SIR  JOSEPH. 

Zounds  ! what  the  devil’s  fame,  if  this  be  7iot  ? 

PETER. 

Sir  Joseph,  prithee  don’t  be  fuch  a fot — 

Thofe  wonderful  admirers,  man,  were  dozens 
Of  frefh-imported,  ftaring  country  coufins. 

To  London  come,  the  waxwork  to  devour. 

And  fee  their  brother  beajl?  within  the  Tow’r. 

True  fame  is  praife  by  men  of  wifdom  giv’n, 

Whofe  fouls  difplay  fome  workmanfhip  of  Heav’n  j 
Not  by  the  wooden  million — Nature’s  chips, 

Whofe  twilight  fouls  are  ever  in  eclipfe 
Puppies  ! who,  tKough  on  idiotifm’s  dark  brink, 
Becaufe  they’ve  headsy  dare  fancy  they  can  think. 

SIR  JOSEPH. 

What  though  unletter’d,*  I can  lead  the  herd. 

And  laugh  at  half  the  members  to  their  beard. 

Frequent 

• In  fpite  of  our  obje£tion  to  Sir  Jofeph  as  a Prefidcnt,  ve 
muft  allow  his  candour  in  acknowledging  himfelf  unlettered,  as  he 
really  was  refufed  his  degree  at  Cambridge,  though  every 
intereft  was  implored  to  make  him  pafs  mufter. 


PETER^S  PROPHECY. 


.Frequent  to  Court  I go;  and,  ’mldft  the  ring, 

I catch  moft  gracious  whifpers  from  the  King — • 

PETER. 

And  well  (I  think)  I hear  each  precious  fpeech. 

In  fentiment  fublime,  and  language  rich ; 

“ What’s  new.  Sir  Joseph?  what,  what’s  new  found  out? 
“ What’s  the  fociety,  what,  what  about  ? 

“ Any  more  monfters,  lizard,  monkey,  rat. 

Egg,  weed,  moufe,  butterfly,  pig,  what,  what,  what  ? 
Toad,  fpider,  grafshopper.  Sir  Joseph  Banks  ? 
Any  more  thanks,  more  thanks,  more  thanks,  more 
thanks  ? 

‘‘  You  ftill  eat  *raw  flefli,  beetle,  viper,  bat, 

T oad,  tadpole,  frog.  Sir  J ofcph — what,  what,  what ?” 

Such  is  the  language  of  the  firji  of  Kings, 

That  many  a fighing  heart  with  envy  ftings  1 
And  much  I’m  pleas’d  to  fancy  that  I hear 
Such  wife  and  gracious  whil'pers  greet  your  ear: 

Yet  if  the  greater  part  of  members  growl. 

Though  owls  themfclves,  and  curfe  you  for  an  owl. 

And 

* Ambitious  of  an  uncommon  path  to  the  temple  of  Fa. me, 
which  no  man  befides  himfelf  dared  to  tread,  the  Knight  often 
cxercifed  his  teeth  in  fuch  repafts,  before  a number  ef  nuondtring 
fpefiators. 
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And  bent  the  great  Sir  Joseph  Banks  to  hunnble. 
Behold  the  Giant  President  muft  tumble. 

SIR  JOSEPH. 

Zounds!  Sir,  the  Great-ones  to  my  whiftle  come; 
I have  ’em  ev’ry  one  beneath  my  thumb. 

Electors,  Margraves,  Princes,  grace  my  lift; 
And  ftiall  a few  poor  ragged  rogues  refift, 

Becaufe  (a  flock  of  aftronon?iic  gulls!) 

The  cobweb  mathematics  cloud  their  fculls  ? 

The  Great,  when  beckon’d  to,  my  caufe  fhall  aid. 
And,  happy,  think  themfelves  with  thanks  o’crpaid ; 
Thefe  fhall  arife,  and,  with  a Angle  frown. 

Beat  the  bold  front  of  Opposition  down. 

PETER. 

Thus,  by  a word,  the  Showman  at  the  Tow’r 
Exerts  on  brother  favages  his  pow’r ; 

Bids  Nero,  C^sar,  Pompey,  fpread  their  paws. 
And  fhow  the  horrors  of  their  gaping  jaws  ! 

SIR  JOSEPH. 

\ 

By  heav’ns ! I’ve  merit,  fay  whate’er  you  pleafe ! 
Can  name  the  vegetable  tribes  with  cafe. 

What  monkey  walks  the  woods,  or  climbs  a tree, 
Whofe  genealogy’s  unknown  to  me  ? 


PETER. 


J24 


Peter’s  pROPHECy. 


PETER. 

I grant  you,  Sir,  in  monkey  knowledge  great ; 

Yet  fay,  Ihould  monkeys  give  you  Newton^h  feat? 
Such  merit  fcarcely  is  enough  to  dub 
A man  a member  of  a country  club. 

With  novel  fpecks  on  eggs  to  feaft  the  eye  5 
Or  gaudy  colours  of  a butterfly  j 
Or  new-found  fibre  of  fome  grafly  blade. 

Well  fuits  the  idle  hours  of  fome  old  maidy 
(Whofe  fighs  each  lover’s  vanifh’d  fighs  deplore) 

To  murder  time  when  Cupids  kill  no  more; 

Not  meny  who,  lab’ring  with  a Titan  mind. 

Should  fcale  the  fkies  to  benefit  mankind. 

I grant  you  full  of  anecdote,  my  friend — 

BonsmotSy  and  wond’rous'ftories  without  end; 

Yet  if  a tale  can  claim,  or  jell  fo  rare. 

Ten  thoiijand  gojjips  might  demand  the  chair. 

To  flioot  at  boobies,*  noddies,  with  fuch  luck. 

And  pepper  a poor  Indian  like  a duck  i 

To 

* Great  and  manifold  were  Sir  Jofeph’s  triumphs  over  thefe 
defencelefs  animals,”  fays  Dr.  Hawkfworth’s  moft  miferable 
account;  which  might  more  properly  bechriftened,  ” The  Hif- 
“ tory  of  Sir  Jofeph  Banks,”  fo  mcfch,  indeed,  is  Sir  Jofeph 
the  hero  of  the  tale. 
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To  hunt  for  days  a lizard  or  a gnat, 

And  ruH  a dozen  miles  to  catch  a bat ; 

To  plunge  in  marihes,  and  to  fcale  the  rocks. 
Sublime,  for  fcurvygrafs  and  lady^fmocks*. 

Are  matters  of  proud  triumph,  to  be  fure. 

And  llich  as  Fame’s  fair  volume  Ihould  fecure: 
Yet,  to  my  mind,  it  is  not  fuch  a feat. 

As  wives  a man  a claim  to  Newton's  feat. 

O 


SIR  JO-SEPH. 

Yet  are  there  men  of  genius  who  fupport  me ! 

Proud  of  my  friendlhip,  fee  Sir  Wtlliam_  court  me ! 

PETER. 

Great  in  the  eating  knowledge,  all  allow ; 

^ I 

Who  fent  you  once  the  Jumen  of  a fowjf 
F ar  richer  food  than  pigs  that  lofe  their  breath. 
Whipp’d,  like  poor  Ibldiers  on  parades,  to  death. 

Sir 


♦ See  HawkAvorth’s  account  of  Captain  Copk’s  Voyage. 

f Sir  W.  Ha,\iilton,  who  fent  Sir  Jofeph  from  Italy  this 
precious  prefent.  The  mode  of  making  it  properly  is,  by  tying 
the  teats  of  a fow,  foon  after  flie  hath  littered ; continuing  the 
ligature  till  the  poor  creature  is  nearly  exhaulled  with  torture, 
and  then  cutting  her  throat.  The  effefts  of  the  milk  diffufed, 
through  this  belly  part  are  fo  delicious,  as  to  be  thought  ample 
atonement  for  the  barbarity. 


126 


^ETER’S  PROPHECY. 

Sir  William  ! hand  and  glove  witli  Naples  King  S 
Who  made  with  rare  antiques  the  nation  ringj 
Who,  when  Vesuvius  foam’d  with  melted  matter. 
March’d  up  and  clapp’d  his  nofe  into  the  crater ^ 

Juft  with  the  fame  jang-froid  that  Joan  the  cook 
Cafts  on  her  dumplings  in  the  pot  a look. 

But  more  the  world  reports  (I  hope  untrue), 

That  half  Sir  William’s  Mugs  and  Gods  are  newi 
Himjelf  the  baker  of  th’  Etrurian  ware. 

That  made  our  Bridfh  antiquarians  ftare  j 
Nay,  that  he  means  ere  long  to  crofs  the  main. 

And  at  his  Naples  oven  fweat  again; 

And,  by  his  late  fuccefles  render’d  bolder. 

To  bake  new  mugs,  and  gods  fome  ages  older! 

SIR  J'O  S E P H. 

God  blefs  us  ! what  to  Herfchel  dare  you  fay. 

The  aftronomic  genius  of  the  day. 

Who  foon  will  find  more  wonders  in  the  fkies. 

And  with  more  Georgium  Sidusas  furprife  ? 

PETER. 

More  ^tnas  in  die  moon — more  cinder  loads ! 
Perhaps  mail-coaches  on  her  turnpike  roads. 
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By  fome  great  Lunar  Palmer  taught  to  fly, 

To  gain  the  gracious  glances  of  the  eye 
Of  fome  penurious  man  of  high  degree. 

And  charm  the  monarch  with  a poftage  free ; 

Such  as  to  Chelt’nam  waters  urg’d  their  way. 
Where  Cloacina  holds  her  eafy  fwayj 
Where  paper-mills  fhall  load  with  wealth  the  town. 
And  ev’ry  fliop  fliall  deal  in  whitijh  brown  j 1 
Where  for  the  coach  the  King  was  wont  to  watch. 
Loaded  with  fifh,  fowl,  bacon,  and  difpatch  ;* 

Eggs  and  fmall  beer,  potatoes,  too,  a flore. 

That  coft  in  Chelt’nam  market  twopence  morej 
Converting  thus  a coach  of  matchlefs  art. 

With  two  rare  geldings,  to  a Jutler's  cart, 

/ 

But,  voluble  Sir  Jofeph — not  fo  fall — 

The  fame  of  Herschel  is  a dying  blaft: 

When  on  the  moon  he  firft:  began  to  peep. 

The  wond’ring  world  pronounc’d  the  gazer,  'deep ; 

But, 

• Mr.  Palmer  vtxy gemroujly  ofFered  his  Sovereign  a mail- 
coach  to  carry  letters  and  difpatches  to  and  from  Cheltenham. 
The  offer  was  too  'great  to  be  jefufed — a fplendid  carriage  was 
built  for  the  occalion : his  moft  economic  Majefty,  however, 
wifely  knowing  that  fomething  more  than  a few  letters  might  bs 
contained  in  Mr.  Palmer’s  vehicle,  converted  it,  as  the  poet 
hath  obferved,  into  a cart,  and  fuved  many  a fixpence. 
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But  wlfer  now  th’  ««-wond’ring  world,  alas  ! 

Gives  all  poor  Herschel’s  glory  to  his  glajs'. 
Convinc’d  his  boafted  aftronomic  ftrength 
Lies  in  his  tube"%*  not  head's,  enormous  length. 

SIR  JOSEPH. 

What,  niggard  ! not  on  Herfchel  fame  bellow. 

So  curious  a difcov’rer  — 

PETER. 

No  ! man,  no ! 

/ 

Give  it  to  MuDGE,t  whofe  head  contains  more  pi/f 
Than  (truft  me)  ever  lodg’d  in  Herschel’s  houfe. 

SIR  JOSEPH. 

Lo,  at  my  call  the  noble  Marlb’rough’s  vote, 
Whofe  obfervations  much  our  fame  promote. 

• PETER. 

! Who  from  his  Blenheim  chimneys  wonders  Ipies — 
The  daily  advertijer  of  the  fkies  : 

■ Who 

* We  would  not  detraft  from  Mr.  Herschel’s  real  merit.— 
By  a true  German  cart-houfe  labour,  he  made  a little  improve- 
ment on  Dr,  Mu  doe’s  method  of  conftrufting  mirrors ; fuch  are 
this  gentleman’s  pretenfions  to  a niche  in  the  temple  of  Fame. — 
As  for  his  mathematical  abilities,  they  can  fcarcely  be  called 
the  JhadonAJs  of  Science. 

f Dr.  Mubge  of  Plymouth. 


Peter’s  prophecy. 

Who  equals  his  great  anceftor  in  head ; 

A hero  * who  could  neither  write  nor  read : 

Thus  equal  form’d,  to  all  the  world’s  furprife ; 

As  one  fweft  earth,  the  other  /weeps  the  Ikies. 

SIR  JOSEPH. 

Hunter  f with  filli  intrigues  our  houfe  regales — 

PETER. 

The  tender  hiftory  of  cooing  whales !;}; — 

SIRJOSEPH. 

Great  in  the  noble  art  of  gelding  fows ! — 

PETER. 

And  giving  to  the  boar  a barren  Ipoufe ! 

Who  proves,  what  many  unbelievers  fhocks. 

That  age  converts  hen  pheafants  into  cocks! 

VoL.  II.  K And 

* The  famous  Duke  of  Marlborough  was  reported  to  have 
been  an  illiterate  man ; which  Ihows  that  a headpiece  for  the  arts 
and  fciences,  and  a headpiece  for  facing  cannon-balls,  are  wifely 
formed  of  different  materials, 

f John  Hunter  adlually  received  the  Society’s  gold  medal  for 
three  papers,  viz.  on  fow-gelding ; on  the  wolf,  jackall,  and  ' 
dog  j proving  incontejiably , what  the  world  knew  before,  that  the 
aforefaid  animals  were  bond  fide  of  the  fame  fpecies ; alfo  on  the 
loves  of  whales. 

J See  article  30,  1780,  in  the  Philofophical  Tranfadions, 
where  Mr.  John  Hunter  gives  a wonderful  account  of  a pheafant 
with  three  legs,  that  by  age  changed  from  a female  to  a male. 


129 

f 

i 


1^0  Peter’s  prophecy. 

And  why  not,  fince  it  is  deny’d  by  no  man 

That  age  hath  made  John  Hunter  an  Old  Woman  ? 

Believe  me,  full  as  well  might  Papifts  bring 
Quills  from  a Seraph’s  tail,  or  Cherub’s  wing; 

Saint  Dunstan’s  crab  ftick,  which  the  Saint  uncivil 
Broke  on  the  back  of  our  great  foe  the  Devil  ; 
Saint  Andrew’s  toe.  Saint  Agatha’s  old  fmock. 
And  ftones  that  rattled  round  Saint  Stephen’s  block ; 
Saint  Joseph’s  fighs  fo  deep,  preferv’d  in  bottles. 
Amounting,  legends  fay,  to  many  pottles ; 

Caught  as  the  Saint,  with  all  his  might  and  main. 
Was  cleaving  billets,  for  his  fire,  in  twain ; 

Or  bones  * from  Catacombs  to  form  new  faints. 

To  cure,  like  all  quack  med’cines,  all  complaints! 
Such  might  the  journals  of  the  houfe  record. 

As  well  as  Hunter’s  wond’rous  cock-hen  bird, 

SIR  JOSEPH. 

Like  Blag  den  who  can  write  and  deeply  think  ? 

PETER. 

Who  write  like  him  on  iron  moulds  and  ink?! 

V ^ 

..  ' Sec 

* In  1672,  four  hundred  faints  were  recruited;  fuch  was  the 
extraordinary  iiarvell  of  baptized  and  canonized  bones  from  the 
Catmombs  at  Rome.  Vide  Religious  Rites  and  Ceremoniesi 

t Vide  Article  39,  17S7,  of  the  Philof.  Tranf. 
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See  fhirts  and  fhifts,  by  iron-moulds  that  rot. 

By  Blagden’s  wifdom  lofe  each  yellow  fpot! 

For  thisy  lhall  laundry  virgins  lift  their  voice  j 
Napkins  and  damalk  tablecloths  rejoice; 

Ruffles  and  caps,  and  Iheets,  and  pillow-cafes, 
Lofe  their  fad  ftains,  and  fmile  with  lily  faces, 

Lo  ! to  improve  of  man  the  fearing  mind. 

For  facred  fcience,  to  his  fkin  unkind. 

Did  Doflor  Blagdcn  in  an  oven  * bake. 

Brown  as  burnt  coffee  or  a barley  cake, 

Whilft,  down  his  nofe  projecting,  fweat  in  rills 
Unfav’ry  flow’d  like  hartfliorn  ftreams  from  ftills. 


SIR  JOSEPH. 

Great  Duckweed  Thompson,-}-  all  my  foul  reveres ! 
And  Mulgrave  charms  me  with  his  arClic  bears. 
My  eyes  with  Ihells,  lo  ! limpet  Davies  greets  I 
And  Doctor  Lettsome  with  his  rare  horfe-beets ! 
Beets,  that  with  lhame  our  parfnips  lhall  o’erwhelm. 
And  fairly  drive  potatoes  from  the  realm  ! 

K 2 Beets ! 

• The  Doftor’s  body  in  the  hot  oven,  with  his  nofe  projefting 
from  the  hole  for  air,  would  be  no  bad  fubjedl  for  the  graver. 

f Sir  Benjamin,  a fecond  Linnseus, 
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Beets ! in  whofe  juft  applaufes  we  are  hoarfe  all ; 
Such  are  the  wond’rous  pow’rs  of  Mangel  Worjal* 

PETER. 

Beets  that  (hall  keep  gaunt  Famine  to  his  Eaft, 

And  make  him  on  Gentoos,  as  ufual,  feaft  j 
Whilft  ev’ry  lucky  Briton  that  one  meets 
Shall  ftrut  a Falstaff,  fuch  the  pow’r  of  Beets ! 
Beets  ! diat  muft  bring  the  Quaker  wealth  and  fame. 
And  give  his  cheek  the  virgin  glow  of  fhame  j 
Who  ne’er,  meek  man,  was  known  a face  to  pufh. 
Nor  hear  his  own  applaufe  without  a blufh  ! 

Beets ! that  fliall  form  an  epoch  in  our  times. 

And  thus,  by  Peter  prais’d,  embalm  his  rhymes  ! 


SIR  JOSEPH. 

Then,  what  of  AuBERTf  think  you,  that  great  man, 
Whofe  broad  eye  deems  creation  fcarce  a fpan  ? 

PETER- 

* The  more  pompous  name  of  the  Beet. 

f A filk-merchant,  and  F.  R.  S.  who  every  Sunday,  wet  or 
dry,  cloudy  or  funlhine,  culm  or  windy,  vifits  Greenwich,  to 
catch  the  fun  on  the  meridian.  Such  is  this  gentleman’s  rage  for 
the  art,  that  he  now  has  at  Loampitt-Hill,  near  Greenwich, 
two  thoufand  pounds  worth  of  aftronomical  inftrtiments. 
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PETER. 

Who  weekly  with  his  watch  is  feen  to  run. 

The  little  pupil  of  a Greenwich  fun, 

To  learn  the  motions  of  old  Time,  and  mock 
The  fatal  errors  of  each  London  clock. 

Thus  Lubin,  from  his  folitary  Down, 

Leads  little  Lubin  to  a neishb’rins:  town: 

The  lad  with  ecftafy  furveys  the  fcene  j 
Then  home  returning,  with  triumphant  mien, 
Correfls  his  mother’s,  filler’s  convcrfations. 

And  wonder  at  his  ignorant  relations. 

Aubert  who  meriteth  indeed  applaufe ! 

Full  of  high-founding  phrafes,  and  wife  fawsi 
Who  from  his  cradle  learn’d  the  liars  to  lifp. 

And  to  a meteor*  turn’d  a will-o’-wifp  ! 

SIR  JOSEPH. 

Pray,  then,  what  think  ye  of  our  famous  Daines  ? 

PETER. 

Think  of  a man  deny’d,  by  Nature,  brains  I 

K 3 Whole 

• One  fortunate  evening,  aJ  he  was  returning  from  his  be- 
loved obfervato'ry,  a Jack-a-lantern  fprung  up  and  played  fome 
tricks  before  the  philofophical  filkman,  whofe  optics,  too  apt 
to  magnify  objefls,  converted  it  into  an  amazing  meteor,  with 
which  the  royal  journals  foon  after  blazed. 
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Whofe  trafh  fo  oft  the  royal  leaves  difgraces : . 

Who  knows  not  jordans,  Tool  1 from  Roman  vafcs ! 
About  old  pots  his  head  for  ever  puzzling, 

.And  boring  earth,  like  pigs  for  troufles*  muzzling; 
Who  likewife  from  old  urns,  to  crotchets  leaps. 
Delights  in  mufic,  and  at  concerts  Jleeps  T . 


SIR  JOSEPH. 

Zounds ! ’tis  in  vain,  I fee,  to  utter  praife ! — 


PETER. 

Then  mention  fome  one  who  dejerves  my  lays. 


SIR  JOSEPH. 

Know  then.  I’ve  fent  to  diftant  parts  to  find 
Beings  the  moft  uncommon  of  their  kind : 

The  greateft  monfters  of  the  land  and  water — 

PETER. 

The  beautiful  deformities  of  nature  ! 

Birds 

=*  There  are  pigs  kept  exprefsly  for  hunting  troufles  in  fome 
parts  of  England. 

f Such  are  the  powers  of  fomnolency  over  Mr.  Daines  Bar- 
rington— at  feveral  of  the  Hanover-fquare  concerts  hath  the 
Lyric  Peter  feen  the  Antiquarian  in  feeming  fpecu- 

lation,  but  verily  amufed  with  a moft  comfortable  nap. 
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Birds  without  heads,  and  tails,  and  wings,  and  legs. 
Tremendous  Cyclop  pigs,  and  fpecklefs  eggs ; 

Snails  from  Japan,  and  wafps,  and  Indian  jays. 
Command  attention,  and  excite  our  praife : 
Chopfticks  and  backfcrapers  are  curious  things ; 
Scalps,  and  tobacco-pipes,  and  Indian  firings. 

Such  as  to  charm  the  wond’ring  Cits  we  fee, 

Where  Do^n  Saltero*  gives  his  Sunday’s  tea; 
Great  Don  Saltero,  name  of  high  renown. 

Who  treats,  too,  with  immortal  rolls  the  town  ! 

Rare  are  the  buttons  of  a Roman’s  breeches, 

In  antiquarian  eyes  furpafling  riches  : 

Rare  is  each  crack’d,  black,  rotten,  earthen  dilh, 
That  held  of  ancient  Rome  the  flefli  and  fifh : 

Rare  are  the  talifmans  that  drove  the  Devil, 

And  rare  the  bottles  that  contain’d  old  fnivel. 

Owls’  heads,  and  fnoring  frogs, , preferv’d  in  fpirits. 
Mod  certainly  are  not  without  their  merits ; 

Yet  thefe  to  gain,  and  give  to  public  view,  . ’ 

Lo  ! Parkinson  knows  full  as  well  as  you  ; 

As  did  Sir  Ashton  fam’d,  whofe  'mental  pow’r 
Juft  reach’d  to  tell  us  by  the  clock  the  hour. 

• K 4 SIR 


• At  Chelfea. 
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SIR  JOSEPH. 

Poh ! p-x ! don’t  laugh — fuch  things  are  rich  and 
Be  Jomething  facred — let  not  all  be  farce.  [fcarce. 

PETER. 

Sir  Jofeph,  I mufi  laugh  when  things  like  thefe 
Beyond  Jublimities  have  pow’r  to  pleafe : 

To  crowd  with  {vich.foor  littlenefs  your  walls. 

Is  putting  Matter  Punch  into  St.  Paul’s. 

Yet,  to  the  point — the  place  on  which  you  dote 
Hath  been  for  ever  carried  by  the  vote. 

Know  then,  your  parafites  begin  to  bellow. 

And  call  you  openly  a ttiallow  fellow : 

In  vain  to  Jmiling  Majejly  you  fly  j 
’Tis  on  the  matiy  that  you  mutt  rely: 

E’en  blockheads  blufli,  fo  much  are  they  alham’d — 

SIR  JOSEPH. 

They  and  their  modeft  blufhes  may  be  d — n’d. 
Ungrateful  fcoundrels  ! eat  my  rolls  and  butter. 

And  daring  thus  their  infolences  mutter ! 

Swallow  my  turtle  and  my  beef  by  pounds. 

And  tear  my  ven’fon  like  a pack  of  hounds ; 


Yet 
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Yet  have  the  impudence,  the  brazen  face. 
To  fay  I am  not  fitted  for  the  placet 
In  God’s  name  let  my  wine  in  torrents  flow ! 
E’en  be  my  houfe  a tavern  in  Soho  ! 

Of  daily  ven’fon  let  me  try  the  force. 

And  keep  an  open  houfe  for  man  and  horfe. 
Oh ! let  me  hold  by  any  means  the  chair ! — , 
To  keep  that  honour  every  thing  I dare! 


PETER. 

I own  that  nothing  like  good  cheer  fucceeds — 

A man’s  a God  whofe  hogfhead  freely  bleeds ; 
Champaigne  can  confecrate  the  damned’ft  evil: 

I 

A hungry  Parafite  adores  a Devil  j 
In  radiant  virtues  his  poor  hoft  arrays. 

And  fmooths  him  with  the  goffimer  of  praife ; 

Stuff’d  to  the  throat  till  repetition  tires. 

And  Gluttony’s  huge  greafy  wifh  expires; 
jipoftate  then,  the  knave  denies  his  church. 

And  leaves  his  Saint,  with  laughter,  in  the  lurch. 

In  fhort,  your  gormandizers  and  your  drinkers 
Quit  their  old  faith,  and  turn  out  rank  free-thinkers. 

Dead 
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Dead  is  the  novelty  of  fine  fat  haunches. 

And  truth  no  longer  facrific’d  to  paunches : 

Afliam’d,  at  length,  the  fad,  repentant  sinners 
✓ 

All  blulh  to  barter  flatt’ry  for  good  dinners : 

No  charms  furround  the  knocker  of  your  door, 

That  beam’d  with  honour,  but  now  beams  no  more ! 

SIR  JOSEPH. 

Betray’d  by  thofe  on  whom  my  all  depends ! — 

PETER. 

Betray’d,  like  C^sar,  by  his  bofom  friends  ! 

SIR  JOSEPH. 

Though  man,  ungrateful  man,  his  aid  deny  j 
The  Pow’r  whofe  wifdom  rules  yon  lofty  {ky. 

May  grant  his  gracious  and  protefting  pow’r. 

And  aid  my  efforts  in  the  trying  hour ! 

PETER. 

Left  by  your  earthly  friends,  I fear  your  pray’rs, 

Mofl;  pious  President,  won’t  mend  affairs  : 

The  Pow’r  you  mention,  with  all-feeing  eyes. 

Well  knows  your  little  rev’rence  for  his  Jkies,* 

Thu* 

* The  Poet  here  moft  facetloufly  and  beautifully  alludes  to  the 
feceffion  of  the  aftronomical  geniuses  from  the  Society, 
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Thus  may  your  pray’rs  be  vain,  however  hearty; 

BefideSj  Heav’n  oft’neft  joins  the  ftrongefi  party. 

\ « 

SIRJOSEPH. 

’Sblood ! have  I praftis’d  ev’ry  ?irt  in  vain  ? 
Undaunted  fac’d  the  dangers  of  the  main  ? — 

PETER. 

And  fac’d  Queen  Oborea  in  the  boat. 

And  loft  your  fhoes  and  ftockings,  and  your  coat: 
A circumftance  that  much  the  tale  enriches. 

But  providentially  preferv’d  your  breeches ! 

For  unknown  weeds,  dar’d  unknown  paths  explore. 
And  frighten’d  cannibals  from  ftiore  to  fhore ; 

On  each  new  ifland  clapp’d  King  George’s  feal, 

A fharp  impreffion  too  of  hardeji  fieel ; 

Whilft  witnefs  Piftol  and  his  brother  Gun 
Look’d  with  a pointed  approbation  on. 

A decent  method  of  appropriation. 

And  adding  glory  to  the  Britifli  nation ! 

True,  you  have  try’d  to  be  as  great  as  he. 

The  vent’rous  Trojan,  fport  of  wind  and  fea. 
Who  left  old  Troy,  his  parifh,  far  from  home. 

To  find  a lodging  for  imperial  Rome 
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Yet  are  thofe  feats  what  vulgars  term  a hore\ 

Stale  ftulfF — the  Members  look  for  fomething  more. 
I grant,  you  naked  with  your  fervants  pranc’d. 

To  Ihow  how  folks  at  Otaheite  danc’d : ♦ 

And  much  the  fmiling  audience  you  amus’d. 
Though  Decency,  indeed,  the  dance  abus’d; 

She,  blulhing  damfel,  turn’d  her  head  afide. 

And  wifh’d  a whip  to  ev’ry. hopping  hide. 

Grant  that  you  fent,  to  charm  the  public  eye, 
Egyptian  ftones,*  that  form’d  for  hogs  a ftye  j 
With  feeming  hieroglyphics  on  their  faces. 

That  prov’d  unfortunately  pigs’-feet  traces : 

Yet  lo  ! like  bullocks  in  a fair,  they  roar. 

Or  vacate  bid  you,  or  do  fomething  more. 


' SIR  JOSEPH. 

’Sdeath,  then.  I’ll  fpit  in  ev’ry  blockhead’s  face  j 
Kick  them,  and  purge  the  dwelling  from  difgracc. 

PETER. 

* Sir  Jofeph  fent  feme  curious  Egyptian  ftones  to  the  Britllh 
Mufeum ; fuch  was  his  zeal  for  the  honour  of  Hieroglyphics : 
but,  as  that  building  pofleffes  already  as  much  of  the  antique  as  It 
can  nxsell  authenticate,  they  were  returned  in  a cart  upon  his 
hands. 
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PETER. 

Thus  when  a hoft  of  grafshoppers  and  rats. 

By  men  undaunted,  unabaHi’d  by  cats, 

In  hopping  and  in  running  legions  pours. 

Affrights  the  Papifts,  and  their  grafs  devours ; 

Lo,  arm’d  with  pray’rs  to  thunder  in  their  ears, 

A Bishop  boldly  meets  the  buccaneers ; 

Sprinides  his  holy  water  on  the  fod. 

And  drives,  and  damns  diem  in  the  name  of  God  !* 

Tou  purge  the  tainted  dwelling  from  difgrace, 

By  boldly  fpitting  in  each  Member’s  face ! 

Where,  Jweet  Sir  Jofeph,  will  you  find  the  fpittle. 
Since  what  would  float  the  Albion  f were  too  little  f 


With  folemn,  fentimental  ftep,  fo  flow, 

I fee  you  through  the  ftreets  of  London  go. 

With 

* This  is  aflually  done  in  Roman  Catholic  countries  by  order 
of  the  church.  In  fome  places  two  attorneys  are  employed  in 
the  affair  of  the  grafshoppers ; one  for  the  grafshoppers,  the  other 
for  the  people  : but  it  is  the  fate  of  the  grafshoppers  to  have  the 
word  of  it,  as  they  are  always  anathematized,  and  ordered  to  be 
excommunicated  if  they  do  not  quit  the  place  within  a certain 
number  of  days. 


f One  of  our  firft-rates, 
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With  poring,  fludious,  flaring,  earth-nail’d  eye. 

As  heedlefs  of  the  mob  that  buftles  by. 

This  was  a fcheme  of  wifdom,  let  me  fayj 
But  lo,  this  trap  for  fame  hath  had  its  day  j 
And  let  me  tell  you,  what  I’ve  urg’d  before, 

Xhe  refllefs  Members  look  for  fomething  more, 

SIR  JOSEPH. 

Zounds ! ha’jit  I fwallow’d  raw  flefh  like  a hound  ? 
On  vilefl  reptiles  rung  the  changes  round  ? 

Eat  ev’ry  filthy  infeft  you  can  mention ; 

T arts  made  of  grafshoppers,  my  own  invention  ? 
Frogs;  tadpoles  by  the  fpoonful,  long-tail’d  imps ; 
And  munch’d  cockchafers  juft  like  prawns  or  fhrimps  ? 

PETER. 

In  troth.  I’ve  feen  you  many  a reptile  eat. 

And  heard  you  call  the  dirty  difh  a treat ; 

Oft  have  I feen  you  meals  on  monkeys  make ; 

Nay,  Hercules  furpafs — devour  your  Snake  ; 

And  make  as  little  of  a toad  or  viper. 

As  pelicans  of  mack’rel  or  a piper ; 

And  wriggling  round  your  mouth  its  little  claws. 
Have  heard  a bat  cry  “ Murder  !”  in  your  jaws : 
Yet,  hear,  Sir  Jofeph,  what  I’ve  faid  before. 

The  blufhing  Members  look  for  fomething  more. 

SIR 
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SIR  JOSEPH. 

Hell  lelze  the  pack  ! — unconfcionable  dogs! — 
Snakes,  fpiders,  beetles,  chaffers,  tadpoles,  frogs. 
All  fwallow’d  to  difplay  what  man  can  doj 
And  muff;  the  villains  jlill  have  fomethink  new 
Tell,  then,  each  pretty  President  Creator, 

G — d d-mn  him,  that  I’ll  eat  an  Alligator  !,  - , 


PETER.  ^ 

Sir  Jofeph,  pray  don’t  eat  an  Alligator — 

Go  fwallow  fomewhat  of  a fofter  nature ; 

Feafl;  on  the  arts  and  fciences,  and  learn 
Sublimity  from  triffe  to  difcern : 

With  fhells,  and  flies,  and  daifies,  cover’d  o’er. 

Let  pert  Queen  Fiddlefaddle  rule  no  more: 

Thus  fliall  Philosophy  her  fuffrage  yield, 

Sir  Joseph  wear  his  hat,*  and  hammer  wield; 

No  more  ffiall  Wisdom  on  the  Journals  ftare. 

Nor  Newton’s  J image  blulh  behind  the  chair. 

• The  Prefident  has  the  ineftimable  and  foie  privilege  of  fit- 
ting covered  at  the  Royal  Society’s  meetings.' — The  hammer 
forms  a part  of  the  regalia,  to  command  lilence,  and  roufe  the 
Members  from  their  happy  flurhbers,  whilfl:  thein  Secretary, 
Hr.  Blagden,  proclaims  rare  ne^jus  from  the  moth,  bat,  butterfly, 
and  fpider  countries. 

f The  pifture  of  this  great  man  is  immediately  behind  the 
chair  of  the  President, 
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A SOLEMN  EPISTLE 

T O 

A SUBLIME  PERSONAGE. 


My  hean  is  Indiring  of  a good  matter— I fpeak  of  the  things  which  I have 
“ made>  unto  the  King.  Psalm  xiv. 

“ N(mf>o£um  tecvm  vivere,  nee  fine  fe.” 
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THE  ARGUMENT. 


A Grand  'Exordium,  containing  news  from  Jericho — Peter 
informeth  Majesty  of  the  great  rioife  on  their  refpedive 
accounts— and  talkethof  Sampson  and  Dali  l ah — The  Lon- 
don Coffte-houfts  and  the  Royal  Exchange — Peter  explaineth  the 
caufe  of  the  great  noife,  and  ejaculateth — talketh  of  prepara- 
tions at  the  Palace  for  his  difgrace  and  murder — Peter  in- 
formeth Majesty  of  what  Majesty  hath  fceeh  ihfdrrned — 
cbmplaineth  that  he  hath  been  pictured  a downriglit  dc'vil — 
beggeth  that  a proper  inquiry  may.be  inllituted — Peter  pro- 
nounceth  himfelf  no  den}il — Peter  writeth  foft  fonnets,  to 
prove  that  he  hath  not  a hard  heart. 

Peter  talketh  of  courtiers  and  court  matters — of  what  the 
world  wickedly  fayeth  of  him — Peter  cannot  convince  the 
world — mentioneth  the  dcfpondence  of  the  news-papers,  maga- 
zines, and  reviews — alfo  the  famine  in  poetry — Peter  excul- 
pateth  Majesty — Peter  refufeth  modeftly — hinteth  at  Royal 
misfortunes,  diamonds,  nabobs,  and  an  atlion  of  trover — Peter 
prophefieth  mournfully — giveth  the  hillory  of  Nebuchad- 
nezzar’s grafs  diet  — Peter  affordeth  good  reafons  for 
refufing  a penfion — relateth  an  anecdote  of  a dead  archbijhop— 
formeth  a fcheme  for  univerfal  happinefs,  by  difcovering  Sin 
and  Shame  to  be  a pair  of  impofiors,  and  for  making  mournful 
Sunday  merry — Peter  outdoeth  old  poets  in  egotifm — con- 
demneth  Miftrefs  Damer,  the  great  Jhe-Jiatuary,  iox  attempting 
our  moft  fublime  Sovereign  — Peter,  like  many  authors, 
exhibiteth  prodigious  acquaintance  with  ancient  literature,  by 
mentioning  the  names  of  Jupiter,  Phidias,  Praxiteles, 
Virgil,  and  Augustus  C^sar — Peter  puffeth  again— 
Peter  produceth  a tale  about  Majesty,  Mr.  Robinson, 
Alderman  Skinner,  and  choaked  Jheep — alfo  a tale  of  Ma- 
jesty and  Parfon  Young,  whofe  neck  was  unfortunately 
unhinged  at  a hunt. 
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Peter  ftill  hankereth  after  penlions — declaimeth  on  the  powers 
of  poetry,  as  alfo  on  his  oww" miraculous  powers — Peter  pro- 
felTeth  independency,  and  great  capability  of  making  a hearty 
mutton-bone  dinner  like  Andrew  Marvel — Peter  diftrufteth 
his  fortitude — quoteth  Oppofidon  men  for  pitiful  defertion  of 
principle,  and  defcanteth  on  money — Peter  telleth  an  appo- 
fite  tale  of  Lady  Huntington’s  Parfon,  a dog,  and  a ’fquire. 

I 

Peter  quoteth  the  ^ind  and  Mr.  Eden— exhibiteth  more  fymp- 
toms  of  penfion-love— concludeth  in  a foam  againll  knight- 
hood. 


Peter's 
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Dread  Sir,  the  rams  horns  that  blew  down 
The  walls  of  Jericho’s  old  town. 

Made  a moft  monftrous  uproar,  all  agree : 

But  lo ! a louder  noife  around  us  rages. 

About  two  moft  important  perfonages ; 

No  lefs,  my  Royal  Liege,  than  Tou  and  Met 


In  fhort,  not  greater  the  Philistines  made 
When  Dalilah,  a little  artful  jade, 
(Indeed  a very  pretty  girl) 

Snipp’d  off  her  lover  Mr.  Sampson’s  curl. 
Who  well  repaid  the  clamours  of  the  bears. 
By  pulling  down  the  houfe  about  their,  ears. 


Prodigious  is  the  fhake  around ! 

Still  London  keeps  (thank  God)  her  ground; 

Yet,  how  th’  Exchange  and  Coffee-houses  ringl 
Nothing  is  heard  but  Peter  and  the  King  : 

The  handfome  bar-maids  ftare,  as  mute  as  fifties; 
And  fallow  waiters,  frighten’d,  drop  their  difhes ! 

L 3 


At 
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At  firft  ’twas  thought  the  triumph  of  the  Jews 
On  fome  great  vift’ry  in  the  boxing  way : 

The  news,  the  very  anti-chriftian  news. 

Of  Israel’s  Hero*  having  won  the  day; 

And  Humphries,  a true  Chriftian  boxer,  beat: 
Enough  to  give  all  Christendom  a fweat. 

O O 

t 

Again,  ’twas  thought  great  news  of  the  Grand  Turk, 
Who  on  his  hands  hath  got  fome  ferious  work : 

’Twas  fancied  he  had  loft  the  day; 

That  ev’ry  Muffulman  was  kill’d  in  battle, 

A fate  moft  proper  for  fuch  heathen  cattle. 

Who  do  not  pray  to  God  our  way. 

But  lo  ! unto  the  lofty  fkics, 

Of  found  this  wonderful  afccnfton. 

Doth  verily,  my  Liege,  from  this  arife ; 

That  you  have  giv’n  die  gentle  Bard  a penfion  1 

Great  is  the  ftiout  indeed.  Sir,  all  abroad. 

That  you  have  order’d  me  this  handfome  thing; 

On  which,  with  lifted  eyes,  I’ve  faid,  Good  God ! 
“ Though  great  my  nierits,  yet  how  great  the  King !” 

And  yet,  believe  me.  Sir,  I lately  heard. 

That  all  your  doors  were  doubly  lock’d  and  barr’d 

Againfl: 


* Mendoza, 
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Againft  the  Poet,  for  his  tuneful  art ; 

And  that  the  tall,  ftiif*,  ftately  red  machines, 

Your  grenadiers,  the  guards  of  Kings  and  Queens, 
Were  order’d  all  to  ftab  me  to  the  heart : 

That,  if  to  Houfe  of  Buckingham  I came. 

Commands  fo  dread  were  giv’n  to  Miftrefs  Brigg 
A comely,  fquabby,  flout,  two-handed  dame. 

To  box  the  Poet’s  ears,  and  pull  his  wigj 
The  cooks  to  fpit  him — curry  him,  the  grooms ; 

And  kitchen  queens  to  bade  him  with  their  brooms. 

You’re  told  that  in  my  ways  Pm  verjr  evil ! 

So  ugly  ! fit  to  travel  for  a fhow ; 

And  that  I look  all  grimly  where  I go ! 

Juft  like  a devil ! 

With  horns,  and  tail,  and  hoofs,  that  make  folks  ftart 
And  in  my  breaft  a millftone  for  a heart ! 

This  cometh  from  a certain  painter.  Sire  ; 

Bid  ftory-moufing  Nicolay  inquires 

Your  Page,  your  Mercury,  with  cunning  eyes  j 
Who,  jumping  at  each  found,  fo  eager  opes 
His  pretty  wither’d  pair  of  Chineje  chops. 

Like  a Dutch  dog  that  leaps  at  butterflies. 

He,  Sire,  will  look  me  o’er,  and  will  not  fail 
To  fwear  that  I’ve  no  horns,  nor  hoofs,  nor  tail. 

L 4 Lord 
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Lord ! Lord ! thefe  fayings  grieve  me  and  furprife ! 
Dread  Sir,  don’t  fee  with  other  people’s  eyes — 

No  dev’l  am  I,  with  horns,  and  tail,  and  hoofs: 
As  for  the  likenefs  of  my  heart  to  ftone  j 
No,  Sir,  ’tis  full  as  tender  as  your  own : 

Accept,  my  Liege,  fome  fimple  love-fick  proofs. 


For  CYNTHIA. 

A H ! tell  me  no  more,  my  dear  girl,  with  a figh. 
That  a coldnefs  will  creep  o’er  my  heart  j 
That  a fullen  indiff’rence  will  dwell  on  my  eye. 

When  thy  beauty  begins  to  depart. 

Shall  thy  graces,  O Cynthia,  that  gladden  my  day. 
And  brighten  the  gloom  of  the  night. 

Till  life  be  extinguilh’d,  from  memory  ftray. 

Which  it  ought  to  review  with  delight  ? 


Upbraiding,  lhall  Gratitude  fay  with  a tear. 
That  no  longer  I think  of  thofe  charms 
“ Which  gave  to  my  bofom  fuch  rapture  fincere, 
" And  faded  at  length  in  my  arms  ?” 


Why 
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Why  yes  ! it  may  happen,  thou  Damfel  divine : 

To  be  honeft — I freely  declare, 

That  e’en  now  to  thy  conver/e  fo  much  I incline, 
I already  forget  thou  art  fair. 


To  LAURA. 

4 

HOW  happy  was  my  morn  of  love. 
When  firft;  thy  beauty  won  my  heart! 

How  guiltlefs  of  a wifh  to  rove  1 

I deem’d  it  more  than  death  to  part ! 

Whene’er  from  thee  I chanc’d  to  ftray. 
How  fancy  dwelt  upon  thy  mien. 

That  fpread  with  flow’rs  my  diftant  way. 
And  fhow’r’d  delight  on  every  fcene  1 

But  Fortune, -envious  of  my  joys, 
Hath  robb’d  a lover  of  thy  charms  j 

t 

From  me  thy  fweetefl  fmile  decoys. 

And  gives  thee  to  another’s  arms. 

Yet,  though  my  tears  are  doom’d  to  flow. 
May  tears  be  never  Laura’s  lot  I 

Let  Love  protefl  thy  heart  from  woe ; 
His  wound  to  mine  fliall  be  forgot. 


HYMN 
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HYMN  TO  MODESTY. 

0 ! Modesty,  thou  fhy  and  blufhful  maid. 

Don’t  of  a fimple  fhepherd  be  afraid : 

Wert  thou  my  lamb,  with  fweeteft  grafs  I’d  treat  thee  j 

1 am  no  wolf  fo  favage  that  would  eat  thee ; 

Then  hafte  with  me,  O nymph,  to  dwell. 

And  give  a goddefs  to  my  cell. 

Thy  fragrant  bread:,  like  Alpine  fnows  fo  white. 
Where  all  the  neftling  Loves  delight  to  lie  j 
Thine  eyes  fo  foft,  that  fhed  the  milder  light 

Of  Night’s  pale  wand’rer  o’er  her  cloudlefs  fky, 
O nymph,  *my  panting,  wifhing  bofom  warm. 

And  beam  around  me,  what  a world  of  charm ! 
Then  hafte  with  me,  O nymph,  to  dwell. 

And  give  a goddefs  to  my  cell. 

Thy  flaxen  ringlets,  that  luxuriant  Ipread, 

And  hide  thy  bofom  with  an  envious  fliade ; 

Thy  polifli’d  cheek  fo  dimpled,  where  the  rofe 
In  all  the  bloom  of  ripening  fummer  blows ; 

Thy  lufcious  lips  that  heav’nly  dreams  infpire. 

By  beauty  form’d,  and  loaded  with  defirci 
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With  forrow,  and  with  wonder,  lo  ! I fee 
(What  melting  treafures !)  thrown  away  on  thee. 
Then  hafte  with  me,  O nymph,  to  dwell j 
And  give  a goddefs  to  my  cell. 

Thou  knowefi:  not  that  bofom’s  fair  defign  ; 

And  as  for  thofe  two  pouting  lips  divine. 

Thou  think’ft  them  form’d  alone  for  fimple  chat — 
To  bill  fo  happy  with  thy  fav’rite  dove. 

And  playful  force/  with  fweetly  fondling  love. 

Their  kifles  on  a lapdog  or  a cat. 

'Rien  hafte  with  me,  meek  maid,  to  dwell. 

And  give  a goddefs  to  my  cell. 

Such  thoughts  thy  fweet  fimplicity  produces ! 

But  I can  point  out  far  fublimer  ufes ; 

Ufes  the  very  beft  of  men  efteem — 

Of  which  thine  innocence  did  never  dream : 

Then  hafte  with  me,  meek  maid,  to  dwell. 

And  give  a goddels  to  my  cell. 

Oh  ! fly  from  Impudence,  the  brazen  rogue, 

Whofe  flippant  tongue  hath  got  the  Irifh  brogue: 
Whofe  hands  would  pluck  thee  like  the  faireft  flow’r  j 
Thy  cheeks,  eyes,  forehead,  lips  and  neck,  devour : 

4 Shun, 
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Shun,  fhun  that  Caliban,  and  with  me  dwell : 
Then  come,  and  give  a goddefs  to  my  cell. 

The  world,  O fimple  maid;-  is  full  of  art. 

Would  turn  thee  pale,  and  fill  with  dread  thy  heart, 
Didft  thou  perceive  but  half  the  fnares 
The  Dev’l  for  charms  like  thine  prepares ! 

Then  hafte,  O nymph,  with  me  to  dwell. 

And  give  a goddefs  to  my  cell. 

From  morn  to  eve  my  kifs  of  fpeechlefs  love. 

Thy  eyes’  mild  beam  and  bluflies  fhall  improve; 
And  lo  ! from  our  fo  innocent  embrace. 

Young  Modesties  {hall  fpring,  a numerous  race! 
The  blufhing  girls  in  ev’ry, thing  like  thee^ 

The  bafhful  boys  prodigioufly  like  me  I 
Then  hafte  with  me,  O nymph,  to  dwell, 

I 

And  give  a goddefs  to  my  cell. 


IS  not  this  pretty.  Sir  ? can  aught  be  fleeter  ? 
Inftead  of  that  vile  appellation,  Devil, 

So  blackguard,  fo  unfriendly,  and  uncivil. 
Should  not  I be  baptiz’d  the  gentle  Peter  ? 
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Great 
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Great  is  the  buz  about  the  Court, 

As  at  th’  Exchange,  where  Jews,  Turks,  Chriftians 
meet. 

Or  Smithfield  Fair,  where^beafts  of  ev’ry  fort. 

Pigs,  flieep,  men,  bullocks,  all  fo  friendly  greet. 

Bufy  indeed  is  many  a fly  court  leech ! 

Afraid  to  trufl:  each  other  with  a fpeech — 

In  hems,  and  hahs,  and  half-words,  hinting ; 

Some  whifp’ring,  lift’ning,  tip -toe  walking,  fquinting; 
For  lo,  fo  warily  each  courtier  Ipeaks, 

They  feem  to  talk  with  halters  round  their  necks. 

Some  praife  the  King  for  noblenefs  of  fpirit. 

For  ever  ftudying  how  to  find  out  merit ; 

Whilfl;  from  its  box  the  heart  doth  flily  peep. 

And  alks  the  tongue  with  marv’ling  eyes. 

How  it  can  dare  to  tell  a heap 

Of  fuch  unconfcionable,  bare-fac’d  lies  ? 

“ How  are  the  mighty  fall’n  !”  the  people  cry — 
Meaning  me — 

Another  hog  of  Epicurus’  flye; 

This  vile  apoftate  bends  to  Baal  the  knee; 

“ Lo, 
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“ Lo,  for  a little  meat  and  guzzle, 

“ This  Ihcaking  cur,  too,  takes  the  muzzle. 

In  lyric  fcandal  foon  will  be  a chafm — 

He  wrote  for  bribes,  ’tis  plain,  and  now  he  has  ’em. 
This  mighty  war-horfe  will  be  foon  in  hand, 

**  By  means  of  meat,  the  price  of  venal  notes. 
Calm  as  a hackney  c'oach-horfe  on  his  ftand, 

“ Tofiing  about  his  nofe-bag  and  his  oats. 

Whatever  he  hath  faid,  he  dares  a»fay, 

“ In  native  impudence  fo  rich — 

" Explain  the  plaineft  things  away, 

“ And  call  his  Mufe  a forv/ard  b ; 

T reat  fire  of  friendly  promifes  as  fmoke. 

And  laugh  at  truth  and  honour  as  a joke.” 

Such,  Sir,  is  your  good  people’s  conftant  howl. 

As  thick  as  fmall-birds  peftcring  a poor  owl. 

In  vain  I tell  the  world  around. 

That  I have  not  a penfion  found : 

This  fpeech  of  fimple  truth  the  mob  enrages : 
Peter,  this  is  an  arrant  lie — 

“ The  fact  is  clear,  too  clear,”  they  cry— - 
“ Thou  haft  already  touch'd  a quarter’s  wages. 

“ Varlct, 
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Varlet,  it  always  was  thy  vile  intention; 

Thou  haft,  thou  haft,  thou  liar ! got  a penfion.’* 
Still,  to  fupport  my  innocence.  I’ve  faid, 

Moft  fmfully,  I own — I han’t,  by  G-— 

Yet,  had  I fworn  my  eyes  out  of  my  head. 

They  never  had  believ’d — How  vaftly  odd ! 

The  morning  and  the  evening  papers. 

Struck  by  the  found,  are  in  the  vapours. 

And  mourn  and  droop,  to  think  I’m  dead. 

Stunn’d  by  the  unexpe61:ed  news. 

The  Magazines  and  fage  Reviews 
For  grief  can  fcarcely  lift  the  head. 

Nothing  but  poor,  mechanic  ftuff,”  they  cry, 

“ Shall  now  be  quoted  for  the  public  eye ; — 

Nothing  original  in  fong — 

‘‘No  novelty  of  images  and  thought 
“ Before  our  fair  tribunal  fliall  be  brought ! 

“ But  trifling  tranfpofitions  of  our  tongue : 

“ Nought  but  a folemn  pomp  of  words, 

“ Bearing  a lifelcfs  thought,  fhall  readers  meet: 
The  pi6lure  of  a funeral  that  affords, 

“ So  folemn  marching  through  the  ftaring  ftreet ; 

“ Where 
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“ Where  flags,  and  horfe,  and  foot,  a forrow  ape. 
With  all  the  dread  difmality  of  crape. 

Near  the  poor  corpfe — perhaps  a puny  brat, 

“ Or  dry  old  maid,  as  meagre  as  a cat.” 

No,  Sir ! you  never  offer’d  me  a penfion  j 
But  then  I guefs  it  is  your  kind  intention ; 

Yes,  Sir,  you  mean  a fmall  douceur  to  proffer  j 
But  give  me  leave.  Sir,  to  decline  the  offer. 

I’m  much  oblig’d  t’ye.  Sir,  for  your  good  will ; 

But  Oratorios  have  half  undone  ye : 

*Tis  whifper’d,  too,  that  thieves  have  robb’d  the  till 
Which  kept  your  milk  and  butter  money, 

So  much  with  faving  wifdom  are  you  taken, 

Drury  and  Covent-Garden  feem  forfaken ; 

Since  coji  attendeth  thofe  theatric  borders. 

Content  you  go  to  Richmond  House  with  orders. 

Form’d  to  delight  all  eyes,  all  hearts  engage. 

When  lately  the  fweet  Princess  * came  of  age, 

T rain-oil  inflead  of  wax  was  bid  illume 
The  goodly  company  and  dancing-room ! 

This 
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This  never  had  been  done.  I’m  very  fure. 

Had  not  you  been,  dread  Sir,  extremely  poor. 

Y ou  now  want  guineas  to  buy  live  ftock.  Sir, 

To  graze  your  Windfor  hill  and  Windfor  vale; 
And  farmers  will  not  let  their  cattle  ftir. 

Until  the  money’s  down  upon  the  nail. 

I’m  told  your  flieep  have  dy’d  by  dogs  and  bitches, 
And  that  your  fowls  have  fuffer’d  by  the  fitchews ; 
And  that  your  man-traps,  guards  of  goofe  and  duck. 
And  cocks  and  hens,  have  had  but  fo-fo  luck : 

Scarce  fifty  rogues,  in  chafe  of  fowls  and  eggs. 

Have  in  thofe  loving  engines  left  their  legs. 

The  bulfe.  Sir,  on  a vifit  to  the  Tow’r, 

Howe’er  the  royal  vifage  may  look  four. 

Howe’er  an  objefl  of  a deep  devotion, 

Muft  crofs  once  more  the  eaftern  ocean ! 

Indeed  I hope  the  di’monds  will  be  off^ 

Or  fcandal  on  us  rolls  in  floods : 

Some  Nabob  may  be  vile  enough 
To  bring  an  action  for  ftol’n  goods: 

VoL.  II.  M 


Aun 


i62 


Peter’s  pensiow. 


An  adlion,  to  fpeak  lawyer-like,  of  trover  \ . . 

And  Heav’n  forbid  it  fliould  come  over ! 

For  money  matters,  I am  fure. 

The  Abbey  mufic  was  put  ofFi 

Becaufe  the  royal  purfe  is  poor, 

\ 

Plagu’d  with  a dry  confumptive  cough  : 

Yet  in  full  health  again  that  purfe  may  riot. 

By  God’s  grace,  and  a Ikim-milk  diet. 

Clofe  as  a Vice  behold  the  nation’s  fill ! 

Vain  will  be  mouths  made  up  for  Civil  Lift; 

And  humble  pray’rs,  fo  very  ftale. 

Will  all  be  call’d  an  old  wife’s  tale. 

/ 

Your  faithful  Commons  to  your  cravings 
Will  not  give  up  the  nation’s  favings : 

Your  fav’rite  minifter.  I’m  told,  runs  rejliffy 
And  growls  at  fuch  petitions  like  a maftifF. 

What  if  my  good  friend  Hastings  goes  to  pot  ? 

Adams  and  Anstruther  have  flung  hard  ftones; 
Fie  finds  his  fituation  rather  hot  : 

Burke,  Fox,  and  Sheridan,  may  break  his  bones. 
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As  furely  as  we  faw  arid  felt  the  bulfe,  • •• 

Haftings  hath  got  very  awkward  pulfc  j 
Therefore  in  jeopardy  the  culprit  ftands  I 
Like  patients  whofe  diforders  doftors  flight 
Too  often,  he  may  bid  us  all  good  night; 

And  flip,  poor  man,  between  our  hands< 

Then,  Sir ! oh  ! then,  as  long  as  life  endures,- 
Nought  but  remembrance  of  the  bulfe  is  ours; 

And  to  a ftomach  that  like  ours  dig-efts. 

Slight  is  the  dinner  on  remember'd  feafts. 

I think  we  cafes  underftand,  and  ken 
Symptoms,  as  well  as  moji  ingenious  men ; 

But  Lord ! how  oft  the  wifeft  are  miftaken  ! 

Therefore  I tremble  for  his  badger’d  bacons 

We  may  be  out,  with  all  our  fkill  fo  clever ; 

And  what  we  think  an  ague,  prove  jail-fever 4 

Nebuchadnezzar,  Sir,  the  King, 

As  facred  hift’ries  fweetly  fing. 

Was  on  all  fours  turn’d  out  to  grafs. 

Juft  like  a horfe,  or  mule,  or  afs ; 
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Heav’ns ! what  a fall  from  kingly  glory ! 

I hope  it  will  not  fo  turn  out 
That  we  lhall  have  (to  make  a rout) 

A fecond  part  of  that  old  ftory  ! 

This  penfion  wa^  well  meant,  O glorious  King, 

And  for  the  Bard  a very  pretty  thing ; j 

But  let  me,  Sir,  refufe  it,  I implore — 1 

I ought  not  to  be  rich  whilft  you  are  poor : ' 

No,  Sir ! I cannot  be  your  humble  hack  j 
I fear  your  Majefty  would  break  my  back. 

I 

I dare  refufe  you  for  another  reafon — 

We  differ  in  religion.  Sir,  a deal; 

You  fancy  it  a fm  ally’d  to  treafon,  » 

And  vaftly  dangerous  to  the  commonweal. 

For  fubjedts,  minuets  and  jigs  to  play 
On  the  Lx)rd’s  day. 

Now,  Sir,  I’m  very  fond  of  fiddling ; 

And,  in  my  morals,  what  the  world  calls  middling: 

I’ve  alk’d  of  Conscience,  who  came  ftrait  from 
Heav’n, 

Whether  I flood  a chance  to  be  forgiv’n, 
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If  on  a Sunday,  from  all  fcruples  free, 

I fcrap’d  the  old  Black  Joke  and  Chlre  Amie? 

\ 

“ Poh ! blockhead”  (anfwer’d  Conscience)  know, 

“ God  never  againft  mufic  made  a rule ; 

On  Sundays  you  may  fafely  talce  your  bow — 

‘‘  And  play  as  well  the  fiddle  as  the  fool.” 

1 

A late  Archbishop,*  too,  O King, 

Who  knew  mofi:  fecrets  of  the  llcies. 

Said,  Heav’n  on  Sundays  relifli’d  pipe  and  firing. 
Where  founds  on  founds  unceafing  rife; 

And  alk'd,  as  Sunday  had  its  mufic  there ^ 

Why  Sunday  fhould  not  have  its  mufic  here^ 

\ 

I 

In  confequence  of  this  divine  opinion. 

That  Prince  of  Parsons  in  your  great  dominion 
Inform’d  his  fafhionable  wife. 

That  fhe  might  have  her  Sunday  routs  and  cards. 

And  meet  at  lafi  with  Heav’n’s  rewards. 

When  Death  fliould  take  her  precious  life.- 

Thus  dropping  pious  qualms,  religious  doubts. 

His  lady  did  enjoy  her  Sunday  routs  ! 

M 3 Upon 

I 
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Upon  Good -Fr  I BAY,  too,  that  awful  day, 

Lo  ! like  Vauxhall,  was  Lambeth  all  fo  gay  ! 

Now  if  his  prefent  * Grace,  with  fliarpen’d  eyes. 
Could  fquint  a little  deeper  in  the  Ikies, 

He  misiht  be  able  to  inform  his  Dame 
Of  two  impoftors,  p’rhaps,  call’d  Sin  and  Shame, 
Who  many  a pleafure  from  our  grafp  remove, 
Pretendins:  to  commiffions  from  above. 

Like  this,  a fecret,  could  his  Grace  explore, 

What  a proud  day  for  TJs  and  Mistress  Moore  ! 

For  lo,  two  greater  foes  we  cannot  name 

To  this  world’s  joys,  than  Meffieurs  Sin  and  Shame, 

\ 

Then  might  we  think  no  more  of  praife  and  prayer. 
But  leave  at  will  our  Maker  in  the  lurch; 

Sleep,  racket,  lie  a bed,  or  take  the  air. 

And  order  owls  and  bats  to  go  to  church, 

Sunday,  like  other  daySy  would  then  have  life: 

Now  prim,  and  ftarch,  and  filent,  as  a Quaker; 
And  gloomy  in  her  looks,  as  if  the  wife- 
Or  widow  of  an  Undertaker. 
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Happy  fhould  I have  been,  my  Liege, 

So  great  a Monarch  to  oblige : 

\ 

And,  Sir,  between  you,  and  the  poll. 

And  me,  you  don’t  know  what  you’ve  loft. 

The  lofs  of  me,  lb  great  a Bard, 

Is  not,  O King ! to  be  repair’d. 

My  verfe,  fuperior  to  the  hardeft  rock. 

Nor  earthquake  fears,  nor  fea^  nor  fire ; 

Surpafling,  therefore,  Miftrefs  Damer’s  block. 

That  boafts  fome  little  likenefs  of  you.  Sire. 

That  block,  fo  pond’rous,  mull  with  age  decay. 

And  all  the  lines  of  wifdom  wear  away : 

I grant  the  Lady’s  loyalty  and  love  j 

Yet,  none  but  Phidias  lliould  attempt  a Jove.” 

The  Macedonian  Hero  grac’d  the  ftone. 

Of  fam’d  Praxiteles  alone; 

Forbidding  others  to  attempt  his  nob. 

It  was  fo  great  and  difficult  a job. 

Augustus  fwore  an  oath  fo  dread. 

He’d  cut  off  any  poet’s  head. 

But  Virgil’s,  that  fhould  dare  his  praife  rehearfc. 

Or  mention  ev’n  his  name  in  verfe. 

M 4 
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Then,  Sir,  if  I may  be  a little  free. 

My  art  would  fuit  your  merits  to  a T? 

Lord ! in  my  adamantine  lays 
Your  virtues  would  like  bonfires  blaze; 

So  firm  your  tuneful  jeweller  would  fet  ’em. 
They’d  break  the  teeth  of  Time  to  eat  ’em. 

Wrapp’d  in  the  fplendor  of  my  golden  line, 

, / 

For  ever  would  your  Majefty  be  fine ; 

Appear  a gentleman  of  firft  repute. 

And  always  glitter  in  a birth-day  fuit, 

Then  to  all  llories  would  I give  thp  lie. 

That  dar’d  attack  you,  and  your  fame  devour; 
Making  a King  a nihepin  in  our  eye. 

Who  ought  like  Egypt’s  pyramids  to  tow’r ; 
Such  as  the  following  fable,  for  example ; 

Of  impudence,  unprecedented  fample ! 
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THE  ROYAL  SHEEP. 

1 

SOME  time  ago  a dozen  lambs, 

Two  rev’rend  patriarchal  rams. 

And  one  good  motherly  old  ewe,  • - 

Died  on  a fudden  down  at  Kew^  ' 

« 

Where,  with  the  fweeteft  innocence,  alas ! 

Thofe  pretty,  inofFenfive  lambs. 

And  rev’rend  horned  patriarchal  rams. 

And  motherly  old  ewe,  were  nibbling  grafs ; 

All,  the  fair  property  of  our  great  King, 

Whofe  deaths  did  much  the  royal  bofom  wring: 
’Twas  faid  that  dosrs  had  tickled  them  to  death] 
Play’d  with  their  gentle  throats,  and  flopp’d  their  breath. 

Like  Homer’s  heroes  on  th’  enfanguin’d  plain. 
Stalk’d  Mister  Robinson  * around  the  flain  ! 

And  never  was  more  frighten’d  in  his  life  1 
So  fhock’d  was  Mister  Robinson’s  whole  face. 

Not  ftronger  horrors  could  have  taken  place. 

Had  Cerberus  devour’d  his  wife ! 


• The  Hind. 
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With  wild,  defpairing  looks,  and  fighs. 

And  wet  and  pity-alking  eyes, 

He,  trembling,  to  the  royal  prefence  ventur’d — 
White  as  die  whiteft  napkin  when  he  enter’d  ! 

White  as  the  man  who  fought  King  Priam’s  bed, 

I 

And  told  him  that  his  warlike  fon  was  dead. 

Oh,  pleafe  your  Majefty”-T-he,  blubb’ring,  cry’d — • 
And  then  flopp’d  fhort — 

What?  what?  what?  what?”  the  flaring  King  reply ’d; 
Speak,  Robinfon,  fpeak,  fpealc — what  what’s  the 
hurt?” 

O Sire!”  faid  Robinfon  again— 

“ Speak,”  faid  the  King,  “ put,  put  me  out  of  pain; 

Don’t,  don’t  in  this  fufpenfe  abody  keep.” — 

‘‘  O Sire  !”  -cry'd  Robinfon,  the  flieep  1 the  fheep !” 

“ What  ofthe  fheep, ’’reply’d  the  King,  ‘'pray,  pray?  — 
“ Dead  1 Robinfon,  dead,  dead,  or  run  away  ?” 

“ Dead !”  anfwer’d  Robinfon — "dead!  dead!  dead! 
dead !” 

Then,  like  a drooping  lily,  hung  his  head ! 

/ 

" How,  how  ?”  the  Monarch  afk’d,  with  vifage  fad — 
By  dogs,”  faid  Robinfon,  “ and  likely  mad !” 

" No, 
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" No,  no,  they  can’t  be  mad,  they  can’t  be  mad — 

‘‘  No,  no,  things  ar’n’t  fo  bad,  things  ar’n’t  fo  bad,’* 
Rejoin’d  the  King : 

Off  with  them  quick  to  market — quick,  depart; 

“ In  with  them,  in,  in  v/ith  them  in  a cart ! 

‘‘  Sell,  fell  them  for  as  much  as  they  will  bring.” 

s 

Now  to  Fleet  Marlcet,  driving  like  the  wind, 

Amidft  the  murder’d  mutton,  rode  the  Hind, 

All  in  the  royal  cart  fo  great. 

To  try  to  fell  the  royal  meat. 

The  news  of  this  rare  batch  of  lambs. 

And  ewes  and  rams, 

Defign’d  for  many  a 'London  dinner. 

Reach’d  the  fair  ears  of  Mailer  Sheriff  Skinner, 
Who,  with  a hammer,  and  a confcience  clear. 

Gets  glory  and  ten  thoufand  pounds  a year ; 

And  who,  if  things  go  tolerably  fair, 

Will  rife  one  day  proud  London’s  proud  Lord  Mayor. 

The  Alderman  was  in  his  pulpit  Ihining, 

. ’Midft  with  nightcaps,  hair,  and  wigs; 

In  language  molt  rhetorical  defining 

I 

The  fterling  merit  of  a lot  of  pigs: 
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' When  fuddenly  the  news  was  brought. 

That  in  Fleet  Market  were  unwholefome  fheep,. 
Which  made  the  Preacher  froni  his  pulpit  leap. 
As  nimble  as  a taylor,  or  as  thought. 

For  juftice  panting,  and  unaw’d  by  fears. 

This  King,  this  Emperor  of  Audtioneers 
Set  off — a furious  face  indeed  he  put  on — 

Like  light’ning,  did  he  gallop  up  Cheapfide ! 

In  thunder  down  through  Ludgate.did  he  ride. 

To  catch  the  man  who  fold  this  dreadful  mutton. 

Now  to  Fleet  Market,  full' of  wrath,  he  came. 

And  with  the  fpirit  of  an  ancient  Roman, 
Exceeded,  I believe,  by  no  man. 

The  Alderman,  lb  virtuous,  cry’d  out  “ Shame  1” 

« D — mme,”  to  Robinson  faid  Mailer  Skinner, 

/ 

“ Who  on  fuch  mutton.  Sir,  can  make  a dinner  ?” 

“ ToUj  if  .you  pleafe,” 

Cry’d  Mr,  Robinson,  with  perfect  eafe. 

t 

Sir!”  quoth  the  red-hot  Alderman  again — 

“ T'oUj'  quoth  the  Hind,  in  juft  the  fame  cool  ftrain. 
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" Off,  ofF,”  cry’d  Skinner,  wkh  your  carrion  heap; 
Quick,  d — mme,  take  away  your  nafty  llieep. 

« 

Whilft  I command,  not  e’en  the  King 
Shall  fuch  vile  ftufF  to  market  bring. 

And  London  ftalls  fuch  garbage  put  on ; 

So  take  away  your  ftinldng  mutton.” 

TcUy”  reply’d  Robinson,  "jok  cry  out  'diame!* 
Ton  blaft  the  fheep,  good  Mailer  Skinner,  pray ; 
Tou  give  the  harmlels  mutton  a bad  name ! 

Tou  impudently  order  it  away ! 

Sweet  Mailer  Alderman,  don’t  make  this  rout; 

" Clap  on  your  fpc6lacles  upon  your  fnout; 

‘‘  And  then  your  keen,  furvcying  eyes  regale 

With  thofe  fame  fine  large  letters  on  the  cart 
Which  brought  this  blalled  mutton  here  for  fale.” — 

Poor  Skinner  read,  and  read  it  with  a Jiart. 

• * 

Like  Hamlet,  frighten’d  at  his  father’s  gholl. 

The  Alderman  Hood  Haring  like  a poll; 

He  faw  G.  R.  infcrib’d,  in  handfome  letters. 

Which  prov’d  the  Iheep  belong’d  unto  his  betters. 


• The 
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The  Alderman  now  turn’d  to  deep  rcfle6lion  j 
And  being  bleft  with  proper  recoUedion, 

Exclaim’d : “ I’ve  made  a great  miftake — Oh  I Tad— 
“ The  fheep  are  really  not  fo  bad. 

Dear  Mifter  Robinfon,  I beg  your  pardon ; 

Your  Job-like  patience  I’ve  born  hard  on. 

“ Whoever  fays  the  mutton  is  not  good. 

Knows  nothing,  Mifter  Robinfon,  of  food ; 

I verily  believe  I could  turn  glutton. 

On  fuch  neat,  wholefome,  pretty-looking  mutton. 
Pray,  Mifter  Robinfon,  the  mutton  fell — 

I hope.  Sir,  that  his  Majejiy  is  well.” 

So  faying,  Mifter  Robinson  he  quitted. 

With  cherubimic  fmiles  and  placid  brows. 

For  fuch  embarraffing  occafions,  fitted— 

Adding  juft  five-and- twenty  humble  bows. 

To  work  went  Robinson  to  fell  the  ftieep; 

But  people;  would  not  buy,  except  dog  cheap. 

At  length  the  ftieep  were  fold — without  the  fleece ; 
And  brought  King  George  juft-half-a-crown  a piece. 
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Now  for  the  other  faucy  lying  ftory. 

Made,  one  would  think,  to  tarnifh  kingly  glory,- 


THE  K***  AND  PARSON  YOUNG, 

THE  K***  (God  blefs  him)  met  old  Parson  Young 
Walking  on  Windfor  Terrace  one  fair  morning: 
Delightful  was  the  day  j the  fcent  was  ftrong ; 

A heavenly  day  for  howling  and  for  horning ! 

For  tearing  farmers’  hedges  down — hallooings — 
Shouts,  curfes,  oaths,  and  fuch-like  pious  doings.  . 

" Young,”  cried  the  K***,  d’ye  hunt,  d’ye  hunt 
to-day  ? 

“ Yes,  yes — what,  what?  yes,  yes,  fine  day,  fine  day.” 

Low  with  a rev’rent  bow  the  Prieft  reply’d, 

Great  King  ! I really  have  no  horfe  to  ride; 
Nothing,  O Monarch,  but  my  founder’d  mare, 
And  jbcj  my  Liege,  as  blind  as  fiie  can  ftare.” 
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‘‘  Nohorfe!”  rejoin’d  the  K***,  "nohorfe,  nohorfe!” 

" Indeed,”  the  Parfon  added,  I have  none : 

“ Nothing  but  poor  old  T)ohhin — who  of  courfe 
“ Is  dangerous — being  blinder  than  a ftone.” 
Blind,  blind.  Young?  never  mind  — you  muft, 
muft  go, 

“ Muft  hunt,  muft  hunt,  Young — Stay  behind? — 
no,  no.” 

I / 

What  pity,  that  the  King,  in  Kis  difcourfe. 

Forgot  to  fay,  “ I’ll  lend  ye.  Young,  a horfe !” 

TheK***  to  Young  behaving  thus  fo  kind, 
Whate’er  the  danger,  and  howe’er  inclin’d,  , 

At  home  ^olitejfe  Young  could  not  ftay ; 

So  up  his  Rev’rence  got  upon  the  mare, 

Refolv’d  the  chace  with  Majesty  to  ftiarc, 

Whate’er  the  dangers  of  the  day. 

Rouz’d  was  the  deer ! the  King  and  Parson  Young, 
Castor  and  Pollux  like,  rode  fide  by  fide; 
When  lo,  a ditch  was  to  be  fpning  ! 

Over  leap’d  George  the  Third  with  kingly  pride; 
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Over  jump’d  linker y "Towzery  Rockwoody  bowler ; 
Over  jump’d  Mendally  Brujhwoody  Juhaly  JoivleVy 
Trimbujb  and  Lightningy  MufiCy  Ranter y Wonder, 
And  fifty  others  with  their  mouths  of  thunder — 
Great  names ! whofe  pedigrees,  fo  fair. 

With  thofe  of  Homer’s  heroes  might  compare. 

Thus  glorioufly  attended,  leap’d  the  King, 

By  all  thofe  hounds  attended  with  a fpring  I 
Not  Ci^SAR’s  felf  a fiercer  look  put  on. 

When  with  his  hoft  he  pafs’d  the  Rubicon  I 

But  wayward  Fate  the  Parfon’s  palfrey  humbled. 
And  gave  the  mare  a hidden  check : 

O 

Unfortunately  poor  blind  'Dobbin  humbled. 

And  broke  his  Reverence’s  neck. 

The  Monarch,  gaping,  with  amaze  look’d  round 
Upon  his  dead  companion  on  the  ground : 

“ What,  what?”  he  cry’d,  Young  dead  I Young 
dead!  Young  dead! 

Humph ! take  him  up,  and  put  him  home  to  bed.” 

Thus  having  finifli’d,  with  a cheerful  face 
Nimrod  the  Second  join’d  the  jovial  chace. 

VoL.  II.  N 
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A MORAL  REFLECTION. 

FOOLS  would  have  ftopp’d  when Parfon  Young  was 
kill’d, 

And  glv’n  up  ev’ry  thought  of  hound  and  deer  j 
And,  with  a weaknefs,  call’d  CompafTion,  fill’d. 

Had  turn’d  Samaritan.^  and  dropp’d  a tear. 

But  better  far  the  Royal  Sportfman  knew ; 

He  fmelt  the  confequence,  beyond  a doubt : 

Full  well  he  guefs’d  he  fliould  not  have  a view  j 
And  that  he  fhould  be  fhamefully  thrown  out. 

P’rhaps  from  the  royal  eye  a tear  might  hop 
Yet  Pages  fwear  they  never  faw  it  drop. 

But  Majefty  may  fay : What,  what,  what’s  death  ? 
Nought,  nought,  nought  but  a little  lofs  of  breath.’* 

To  Parfon  Young  ’twas  more^  I’m  very  clears 
He  loft  by  death  fome  hundred  pounds  a year. 


'A  GREAT  deal,  my  dear  Liege,  depends 
On  having  clever  bards  for  friend# : 


What 
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What  had  Achilles  been  without  his  Homer  ? 

/ 

A taylor,  woollen-draper,  or  a comber ! 

Fellows  that  have  been  dead  a hundred  year. 

None,  but  the  Lord,  knows  how  or  where* 

In  Poetry’s  rich  grafs  how  virtues  thrive  1 
Some,  when  put  in,  fo  lean,  fcarce  feem  alive  j 
And  yet,  fo  Ipeedily  a bulk  obtain. 

That  ev’n  their  owners  know  them  not  again. 

Could  you,  indeed,  have  gain’d  my  Mufe  of  fire. 
Great  would  your  luck  have  been,  indeed,  great  Sire  ! 

Then  had  I prais’d  your  noblenefs  of  fpirit ! 

Then  had  I boafted  that  rnyfelf^ 

Right  Peter,  was  the  firft  bleft,  tuneful  elf. 

You  ever  gave  a farthing  to  for  merit. 

Though  money  be  a pretty  handy  tool ; 

Of  Mammon,  lo  ! I fcorn  -to  be  the  fool ! 

If  Fortune  calls,  fhe’s  welcome  to  my  cot. 

Whether  fhe  leaves  a guinea  or  a groat ; 

Whether  Ihe  brings  me  from  the  butcher’s  fhop 
'The  whole  fliecp,  or  a fimple  chop. 
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For  lo ! like  Andrew  Marvel  I can  dine. 

And  deem  a mutton-bone  extremely  fine : 

Then,  Sir,  how  difficult  the  talk,  you  fee. 

To  bribe  a moderate  gentleman  like  me. 

I will  not  fwear,  point  blanks  I fhall  not  alter— 

A * Sainty  my  namefake,  once  was  known  to  faulter. 

Nay  more — fome  clever  men  in  Oppofition, 

Whofe  fouls  did  really  feem  in  good  condition ; 

Who  made  of  Pitt  fuch  horrible  complaint. 

And  damn’d  him  for  the  worft  of  knaves ; 

Alter’d  their  minds — became  Pitt’s  abjeft  flaves, 
And  publilli’d  their  new  Patron  for  a Saint. 

And  who  is  there  that  may  not  change  his  mind  ? 
Where  can  you  folks  of  that  defeription  find 
Who  will  not  fell  their  fouls  for  caffi. 

That  moft  angelic,  diabolic  trafli ! 

E’en  grave  Divines  fubmit  to  glitt’ring  gold ! 

The  bell  of  confciences  are  bought  and  fold: 

As  in  a tale  I’il  fliow,  moft  edifying. 

And  prove  to  all  the  world,  that  I’m  not  lying. 

THE 

r 
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THE  PARSON,  THE  ’SQUIRE,  AND 
‘ THE  SPANIEL. 

A TALE. 

A GENTLEMAN  poflefs’d  a fav’rite  Ipaniel, 

So  good,  he  never  treated  maid  nor  man  ill : 

This  dog,  of  whom  we  cannot  too  much  fay, 

Got  from  his  godfather  the  name  of  ^ ray. 

After  ten  years  of  fervice  juft. 

Tray,  like  the  race  of  mortals,  fought  the  duft; 
That  is  to  fay,  the  fpaniel  dy’d  ; 

A coffin  then  was  order’d  to  be  made. 

The  dog  was  in  the  churchyard  laid. 

And  o’er  his  pale  remains  the  mafter  cry’d. 

Lamenting  much  his  trufty  fur- clad  friend. 

And  willing  to  commemorate  his  end. 

He  rais’d  a fmall  blue  ftone,  juft  after  burial. 

And  weeping,  wrote  on  it  this  fweet  memorial : 
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TRAY’S  EPITAPH, 

HERE  reft  the  relics  of  a friend  below, 

Bleft  with  more  fenfe  that  half  the  folks  I know ; 
Fond  of  his  eafe,  and  to  no  parties  prone. 

He  damn’d  no  fe6t,  but  calmly  gnaw’d  his  bone ; 
Perform’d  his  functions  well  in  ev’ry  way. — 

Blufh,  Christians,  if  you  can,  and  copy  Tray, 


THE  Curate  of  the  Huntingtonian  Band, 
Rare  breed  of  golpehhawks  that  fcour  the  land^ 
And  fierce  on  fins  their  quarry  fall— 

Thofe  locufts,  that  would  eat  us  all ; 

Men  who,  with  new-invented  patent  eyes, 

See  Heav’n  and  all  the  angels  in  the  fkies. 

As  plain  as,  in  ;he  box  of  Showman  Swiss, 
For  little  Mafter  made,  and  curious  Mifs, 

We  fee  with  huge  delight  the  King  of  France 
With  all  his  Lords  and  Ladies  dance — 
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This  Curate  heard  th’  affair  with  deep  emotion. 
And  thus  exclaim’d,  with  infinite  devotion : 

O Lord  ! O Lord  ! O Lord ! O Lord ! 

" Fine  doings  thefe,  upon  my  word ! 
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This,  truly,  is  a very  pretty  thing ! 

” What  will  become  of  this  moll  Ihocking  world  ? 
How  richly  fuch  a roguis'  deferves  to  fwing, 

‘‘  And  thenTo  Satan’k-Lottell  flames  be  hurl’d  ! 


Oh ! by  this  damned^deed  how  I am  hurried ! 
A dog  in  chriftian  ground  be  buried  ! 

And  have  an  epitaph,  forfooth,  fo  civil ! 
Egad  ! old  maids  will  prefently  be  found 


Clapping  their  dead  ram-cats  in  holy  ground, 

**  And  writing  verfes  on  each  moufmg  devil.” 


Againll  fuch  future  cafualty  providing, 

The  Priefl  fat  off,  like  Homer’s  Neptune,  ftriding. 
Vowing  to  put  the  culprit  in  the  Court: 

He  found  him  at  the  fpaniel’s  humble  grave ; 

Not  praying,  neither  finging  of  a Have; 

And  thus  began  t’  ahuje  him — not  exhort : 
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“ Son  of  the  Dev’l,  what  haft  thou  done  ? 

Nought  for  the  aftion  can  atone. 

I fhould  not  wonder  if  the  great  All-wife 
“ Quick  darted  down  his  lightning  all  fo  red, 

“ And  dafh’d  to  earth  that  wretched  head. 

Which  dar’d  fo  foul,  fo  bafe  an  act  devife. 

“ Buiy  a ^iog  like  Chrijiiqn  folk  I 
“ None  but  the  fiend  of  darknefs  could  provbkc 
“ A man  to  perpetrate  a deed  fo  odd : 

Our  Inquifition  foon  the  tale  fhall  hear, 

“ And  quickly  your  fine  fleece  lhall  flieer — 

Why,  fuch  a villain  can’t  believe  in  God!’* 

Softly!  my  rev’rend  Sir,”  the ’Squire  reply’d 
T ray  was  as  good  a dog  as  ever  iiy’d ; 

“ No  education  could  his  morals  mend  : 

And  what,  perhaps,  Sir,  you  may  doubt, 

“ Before  his  lamp  of  life  went  out, 

> I * • 

He  order’d  you  a legacy,  my  friend.” 

Did  he  ? poor  dog  1”  the  foften’d  Prieft  rejoin’d. 
In  accents  pitiful  and  kind  i 
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What!  was  it  'J'ray!  I’m  forty  for  poor  Tray: 
“ Why  truly,  dogs  of  fuch  rare  merit. 

Such  real  noblenefs  of  fpirit. 

Should  not  like  common  dogs  be  put  away, 

“ Well ! pray  what  was  it  that  he  gave. 

Poor  fellow ! ere  he  fought  the  grave  ? 

I gucfs  I may  put  confidence.  Sir,  in  ye.” 

A piece  of  gold,”  the  gentleman  reply’d. 

" I’m  much  oblig’d  to  Tray,”  the  Parfon  cry’dj 
So  left  God’s  caujcy  and  pockcfed  the  guinea. 


YET,  fhould  I irnitate  the  fickle  wind. 

Or  Mifter  'patriot  Eden — change  my  mind ; 

And  for  the  Bard  your  Majefty  fliould  fend. 

And  fay,  Well  well,  well  well,  my  tuneful  friend, 

“ I long,  I long,  to  give  you  fomething,  Peter  j 
“ You  make  fine  verfes— nothing  can  be  fweeter: 

“ What  will  you  have  ? what,  what  ? fpeak  out — 
fpeak  out-r- 

“ Yes,  yes,  you  fomething  want,  no  doubt,  no  doubt.” 


Or 
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Or  fliould  you  like  fome  men  who  gravely  preach, 
Forfake  your  ufual  fhort-hand  mode  of  fpeech. 

And  thus  begin,  in  bible-phrafe  fublime : 

What  fhall  be  done  for  our  rare  Son  of  Rhime, 
The  Bard  who  full  of  wifdom  writeth, 

“ The  man  in  whom  the  King  Cislighteth 

Then  would  the  Poet  thankfully  reply. 

With  fault’ring  voice,  low  bow,  and  marv’ling  eye. 
All  meeknefs ! fuch  a fimple,  dove-like  thing ! 
Bleft  be  the  Bard  who  verfes  can  endite. 

To  yield  a feebnd  Solomon  delight ! 

‘‘  Thrice  bleft,  who  findeth  favour  with  tlie  King 

Since  ’tis  the  Royal  Will  to  give  the  Bard 
In  whom  the  King  dellghteth,  fome  reward. 

Some  mark  of  Royal  Bounty  to  requite  him  ; 

" O King ! do  any  thing  but  knight  him.'* 
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Non  omnia  fojfumus  omnes. 

One  intellect  not  all  things  comprehends^: 

The  genius  form’d  for  weeds,  and  grubs,  and  flies, 
(Can’t  have  for  ever  at  his  finger  ends 
What’s  doing  ev’ry  moment  in  the  ikies. 
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THE  ARGUMENT. 


Peter  the  Great  fighteth  the  Prefident’s  battle — proclalmeth 
feme  of  the  Prefident’s  powers — viz.  his  perfevering  tooth- 
and-nail  powers — his  ftomach  powers — his  face  powers— his 
hammer  powers,  triumphing  over  the  powers  of  Morpheus, 
and  eke  his  courageous  powers. 

Peter  beginneth  the  tale — Sir  Joseph  proceedeth  to  hunt— 
but  firft  ejaculateth— The  Virtuofo’s  prayer — Sir  Joseph’s 
infeifl  enthufiafm  induceth  him,  contrary  to  his  general  piety, 
to  pray  wickedly,  by  felfiflily  wilhing  to  gratify  his  own 
defires  at  the  expence  of  the  farmers — Sir  Joseph  prayeth 
for  Pharaoh’s  flies — condemnethPH  araoh’s  tafte — maketh 
intereft  for  fhowers  of  flies,  inflead  of  quails — prayeth  for 
monfters,  and  promifeth  them  the  honour  of  his  name. 

Sir  Joseph,  in  a pointer-like  manner,  ambulateth — he  efpieth 
the  Emperor  of  Morocco — Peter  conjeftureth  as  to  Sir 
Joseph’s  joy  on  the  occafion — compareth  Sir  Joseph’s  joy 
with  that  experienced  by  Archimides,  hare-hunters,  out- 
rageoufly-virtuous  old  maids,  the  little  Duke  of  Piccadilly, 
a pimp.  Mother  Win dsor’s  virgins,  and  Mother  Windsor 
herfelf — Sir  Joseph’s  purfuit — The  Prefident  tumbleth,  in 
imitation  of  Mr.  Eden — A beautiful  comparifon  between 
Sir  Joseph  and  Tamerlane,  a butterfly  and  Bajazet — 
Sir  Joseph  again  tumbleth — Sir  Joseph’s  hat  tumbleth  with 
him — Sir  Joseph  rifeth  and  bloweth — he  is  gazed  at  by  a 
countryman — he  darteth  through  a hedge  in  purfuit  of  the 
Emperor,  and  tumbleth  into  a lane — he  getteth  up  fpeedily, 
and  putteth  a queftion  to  Hob — Hob  anfwereth  not,  but 
pitieth  him — Sir  Joseph  obtaineth  a fecond  view  of  the 
Emperor — purfueth  his  Pvdajefty  into  a garden — overfetteth 

the  gardener — trampleth  on  rare  flowers — breaketh  many 

bell. 
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bell-glafTes — overturneth  the  fcarecrow — Peter  pralfeth  thtf 
fcarecrow— Sir  Joseph  overfetteth  a hive  of  bees — The  bees 
furprifed — they  attempt  a revenge,  but  fucceed  not,  on  account 
of  the  hard  and  tough  materials  of  Sir  Joseph’s  headpiece — 
The  gardener,  quitting  his  horizontal  pofition,  purfueth 
Sir  Joseph — Sir  Joseph  purfueth  the  Emperor,  and  the 
Emperor  flieth  away — The  gardener  collareth  Sir  Joseph, 
and  expoftulateth — Sir  Joseph  heedeth  not  the  gardener’s 
complaint,  being  in  deep  forrow  for  the  lofs  of  the  Emperor — 
The  gardener  quitteth  his  gripe  in  Sir  Joseph,  and  putteth  him 
down  for  a lunatic — the  gardener  execrateth  Sir  Joseph’s 
Keeper,  and  falleth  into  a panic — flieth  off  unceremonioufly, 
and  leaveth  the  Prefident  in  the  fituation  of  a celebrated 
Prophet. 


PRO- 


PROEMIUM. 


PETRUS  LOQUITUR. 

Since  Members,  loft  to  manners,  growl; 
Call  pool  5ir  Joseph  afs,  and  owl; 

Nay,  oft  with  coarfer  epithets  revile; 
Though  pitying  much  his  pigmy  merit. 

Let  me  difplay  a Chriftian  fpirit. 

And  try  to  lift  a lame  dog  o’er  a ftyle. 


Though  not,  like  Erskine,  in  the  law  a giant, 
I muft  take  up  the  cudgels  for  my  client. 


Know  hy  theje  prefents^  then,  ye  noify  crew. 

Who  at  his  bluftiing  honours*  look  fo  blue. 

That 

• Blujhing  honours. — The  author  undoubtedly  means  the  epithet 
llujhing  to  be  underftood  as  fynonymous  with  blooming,  and  not 
in  a fatyrical  fenfe.  God  forbid  that  the  friend  of  Sir  Jofcph 
fliould  mean  etheriui/e  ! " 
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That  though  Sir  Joseph  is  not  deep-difcerning; 
And  though,  as  all  the  world  well  knows, 

A nutfliell  might  with  perfeft  ealc  enclofe 

Three  quarters  of  his  fenfe,  and  all  his  learning; 
Whofe  modeft  wifdom,  therefore,  never  aims 
To  find  the  longitude,  or  burn  the  Thames; 

Yet,  as  to  things  he  fets  himfelf  about. 

With  tooth  and  nail,  like  Hercules y fo  ftout. 

He  labours  for  his  wifii,  no  matter  what. — 

I can’t  fay  that  Sir  Joseph  lions  kills ; 

Hugs  giants,  or  the  blood  of  hydras  fpills ; 

But  then  moft  manfully  he  eats  a bat, 

Eats  toads,  or  tough,  or  tender,  old,  or  young. 

As  in  the  fweeteft  ftrains  the  Mufe  hath  fung : 

Pit  with  the  hugeft  Hottentot  to  cope. 

Who  dines  on  raw  flefh  at  the  Cape  of  Hope. 

’ Bleft  in  a phiz,  he  bids  the  Members  tremble ! 

T o deathlike  filence  turns  the  direft  din ; 

And  where  fo  many  favages  aflemble. 

Like  hounds  they  want  a proper  Whipper-in. 

Dare 


*■  See  Peter’s  Prophecy. 
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I)are  Members  fleep,*  a fet  of  fnoring  Goths, 

Whilft  Blagden  reads  a chapter  upon  moths  ? 

Down  goes  the  hammer,  cloth'd  with  Jove’s  own 
thunder ! 

Up  fpring  the  fnorers,  half  without  their  wigs ; 

Old  greybeards  grave,  and  pretty  fmock-fac’d  prigs, 
With  ell-wide  jaws  difplaying  figns  of  wonder. 

Lo ! perfeveririce  is  the  foul  of  adtion  I 
And  courage,  proper  to  oppofe  a faflion ; 

Therefore  he  fits  with  wonderful  propriety^ 

The  Monro  of  a mad  Society : 

And  that  he  is  both  brave  and  perfevering, 

Witnefs  the  following  ftory,  well  worth  hearing, 

. • Frec^uently,  indeed,  are  the  Members  fent  to  the  land  of 
fliadows  by  the  Society’s  fomniferous  paper's  ; alSfted  in  a great 
meafure  in  their  voyage  by  the  Dodor’s  drowfy  manner  of  com- 
»unicating  the  contents. 


VoL.  II. 
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PRESIDENT,  in  butterflies  profound. 


Of  whom  all  Infedmongers  fing  the  praifcs. 
Went  on  a day  to  hunt  this  game  renown’d. 

On  vi’lets,  dunghills,  nettletops,  and  daifies ! 
But  firfl:  (fo  pious  is  Sir  Jofeph’s  nature  !) 

He  thus  addrefs’d  the  butterfly’s  Creator, 

The  VIRTUOSO’S  PRAYER. 

I 

O THOU  whofe  wifdom  plann’d  the  Ikies, 
And  form’d  the  wings  of  butterflies. 

Attend  my  humble  pray’r ! 

Like  Egypt,  as  in  days  of  yore. 

Let  earth  with  flies  be  cover’d  o’er. 

And  darken’d  all  the  air. 


This,  Lord,  would  be  the  belt  of  news : 
Then  might  thy  fervant  pick  and  choofe 

5 
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From  fuch  a glorious  heap : 

Forth  to  the  world  Pd  boldly  rufh. 

Put  all  Mufeums  to  the  blulh. 

And  hold  them  all  dog  cheap. 

Pharaoh  had  not  one  grain  of  tafte  j 
The  flies  on  him  were  thrown  to  wafte. 
Nay,  met  with  ftrong  objeftion : 

But  had  thy  fervant.  Lord,  been  there> 

I fliould  have  made,  or  much  I err, 

A wonderful  colledlion ! 

O Lord  ! if  not  my  mem’ry  fails. 

Thou  once  didfl:  rain  on  people  quails  i 
Again  the  world  furprife  j 
And  ’Head  of  fuch  a trifling  bird, 

Rain  on  thy  fervant  Joseph,  Lord, 
Show’rs  of  rare  butterflies  ! 

Since  monflers  are  my  great  delight. 
With  monfters  charm  thy  fervands  fight. 
Turn  feathers  into  hair: 

Make  legs  where  legs  were  never  feen. 
And  eyes,  no  bigger  than  a pin, 

As  broad  as  faucers  flare. 

O 2 
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The  reptiles  that  are  born  with  claws. 

Oh ! let  thy  pow’r  fupply  with  paws. 
Adorn’d  with  human  nails ; 

In  value  more  to  make  them  rife, 

T ranfplant  from  all  their  heads,  their  eyes, 
And  place  them  in  their  tails. 

And  if  thou  wifely  wouldft  contrive 
To  make  me  butterflies  alive. 

To  fly  without  a head  j 
To  Ikim  the  hedges  and  the  fields. 

Nay,  eat  the  meat  thy  bounty  yields  j 
Such  wonders  were  indeed ! 

Blagden  fhould  puff  them  at  bur  Meeting ; 
Members  would  prefs  around  me,  greeting 
The  Journals  fwell  with  thanks ; 

And  more  to  magnify  their  fame, 

Thofe  headlefs  flies  fhould  have  a name — 
My  name — Sir  Joseph  Banks  !” 
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THUS  having  finiih’d,  forth  Sir  Joseph  hies, 
Hope  in  his  heart,  and  eagles  in  his  eyes  1 
Juft  like  a pointer,  quart’ring  well  his  ground. 

He  nimbly  trots  the  field  around ! 

At  length,  to  blefs  his  hunting  ambulation. 

Up  rofe  a native  of  the  flutt’ring  nation. 

Broad  ftar’d  Sir  Joseph,  as  if  ftruck  by  thunder, 
(For  much,  indeed,  are  eyes  enlarg’d  by  wonder) 
When  from  a dab  of  dung,  or  Jome  Juch  thingi 
An  Emp’ror  of  Morocco  rear’d  his  wing! 

Not  Archimedes,  ’tis  my  firm  belief. 

More  bleft,  cry’d  Eureka y I’ve  nabb’d  the  thief 
Nor  hunters,  when  a hare,  to  fliiin  foul  play. 
Steals  from  his  feat  fo  fty,  cry  Stole  awayf’ 

Nor  ft  ale  old  nymphs,  by  raging  virtue  fway’d. 
Roar  on  a frail- one,  “ Kill  the  wicked  jade !” 
Than  roar’d  Sir  Joseph  on  the  verdant  fod, 

“ Morocco’s  Emp’ror,  by  the  living  God!” 

Not  with  more  joy,  nor  rapture-fpeaking  look. 
The  little  gamefome  Piccadilly  Dure 

O 3 
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Eyes  a nice  Tit,  frefh  launch’d  upon  the  towni. 
Nor  with  more  pleafure  Cupid’s  trufty  crimp. 

By  mouths  of  vulgar  people  chriften’d 
Stares  on  his  honourable  fee,  a crown ; 

Nor  King’s-place  nymphs,  on  greenhorns  in  their  pow’r-j 
Who  (lhamelefs  rafcals,  wanting  not  a wife) 

Hire  love,  like  hackney-coaches,  by  the  hour. 
Damning  the  love  ib  true  that  lafts  for  lifej 
Nor  wither’d  Windsor  on  the  fimple  maid. 

From  fcenes  of  rural  innocence  betray’d  j 

Forc’d  to  difpofe  of  Nature’s  fweeteft  charms  j 
Doom’d  for  a rneal  to  fink  a beauteous  wreck ; 

To  lend  to  man  ftie  loathes,  her  lip,  her  neck. 

And,  weeping,  a6t  the  wanton  in  his  arms  j 
Than  did  the  doughty  Hero  of  my  fong. 

Survey  the  Emp’ror  as  he  mov’d  along. 

Not  with  more  glee  a hen-peck’d  hulband  fpies 
Death  fhutting  up  his  wife’s  two  cat-like  eyes, 
Accuftom’d  on  him  oft  an3  fierce  to  roll  j 
Juft  like  a galley  flave,  poor  fellow,  treated. 

Or  thofe  poor  Britons  at  Calcutta  fweated, 

Stuff’d  in  the  old  Black  Hole : 


And 
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And  yet,  a neater  fimile  to  ufe. 

Not  with  more  true  delight  a lover  views 
The  blulhing  orient  leading  on  the  day 
That  gives  a blooming  partner  to  his  arms. 

In  virtues  rich,  and  rich  in  youthful  charms. 

To  bid  the  hours  with  rapture  glide  away: 

Sad  anxious  fwain,  who  now  in  bed,  now  out. 

Toll  like  the  fea,  with  thundering  thoughts,  about; 

Curling  with  hearty  pray’rs  the  lingering  night ; 
Now  trying  hard  to  llcep  away  the  time; 

Now  Haring  on  the  dark,  like  bards  for  rhyme. 

To  catch  the  fmallell  happy  glimpfe  of  light; 
Afraid  that  frolic  Phoebus  means  foul  play. 

And,  bent  to  fpite  him.  He  a-bed  all  day : 

And,  bond  fide,  not  of  rapture  fuller, 

Thurlow,  the  Seal  and  Royal  Confclence  keeper. 
Sees  his  prime  fav’rlte.  Miller  Jullice  Buller, 

High  thron’d  in  Chancery,  grieve  the  poor  Sir 
Than  did  the  Prefident  fo  keen  elpy  [Pepper, 

The  butterfly ! 

Lightly  with  winnowing  wing,  amid  the  land. 

His  Moorish  Majesty  in  circles  flew  ! 

With  Hurdy  llriding  legs,  and  outllretch’d  hand. 

The  Virtuofo  did  his  prey  purfue. 

0'4 
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He  ftrikes — he  mifTes— ftrikes  again — he  grins. 

And  fees  in  thought  the  monarch  fix’d  with  pins; 

Sees  him  on  paper  giving  up  the  ghoft, 

Nail’d  like  a hawk  or  martyr  to  a poll. 

Oft  fell  Sir  Joseph  on  the  flipp’ry  plain. 

Like  patriot  Eden — fell  to  rife  again  ; 

The  Emp’ror,  fmiling,  fported  on  before. 

Like  Phoebus  courfing  Daphne  was  the  chace  ^ 

But  not  fo  was  the  meaning  of  the  race ; 

Sir  Joseph  ran  to  kill,  not  kifs  the  Moor  ; 

To  hold  him  pris’ner  in  a glafs  for  fhow. 

Like  Tamerlane,  (redoubtable  his  rage) 

Who  kept  poor  Bajazet,  his  vanquifh’d  foe. 

Juft  like  an  owl  or  magpye  in  a cage. 

Again  to  earth  Sir  Joseph  fell  fo  flat. 

Flat  as  the  flatteft  of  the  flounder  race  ! 

Down  with  Sir  Joseph  dropp’d  his  three-cock’d  hat, 
Mofl  nobly  fharing  in  his  friend’s  difgrace. 

Again  he  fprings,  with  hope  and  ardour  pale. 

And  blowing  like  the  fifh  baptiz’d  a whale  j 

i 

Darting  his  arms  now  here,  now  there,  fo  wild, 
ith  all  the  eager  raptures  of  a child. 
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Who  with  broad  anxious  eye  a bauble  views. 

And,  capering  legs  and  hands,  the  toy  purfues. 

A Countryman,  who,  from  a lane, 

Had  mark’d  Sir  Joseph,  running,  tumbling,  fweat- 

Stretching  his  hands  and  arms,  like  one  infane^ 

\ 

And  with  thofe  arms  the  air  around  him  beating, 
To  no  particular  opinion  leaning, 

Of  fuch  manoeuvre  could  not  guefs  the  meaning. 


At  length  the  Prefident,  all  foam  and  muck. 

Quite  out  of  breath,  and  out  of  luck, 

Purfu’d  the  flying  Monarch  to  the  place 

Where  flood  this  Countryman,  with  marv’ling  face. 

Now  through  the  hedge,  exaftly  like  a horfe. 

Wild  plurig’d  the  Prefident  w'ith  all  his  force, 

His  brow  in  fweat,  his  foul  in  perturbation  j 
Mindlefs  of  trees,  and  bullies,  and  the  brambles. 
Head  over  heels  into  the  lane  he  fcrambles. 

Where  Hob  flood  lofl  in  wide-mouth’d  Ipeculation  I 

Speak,”  roar’d  the  Prefident,  this  Inflant — fay, 
Hafl  feen,.haft  fcen,  my  lad,  this  way,  ' 


“ The 
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“ The  Emp’ror  of  Morocco  pafs  — 

Hob  to  the  infedt-hunter  nought  reply’d, 

But  fliook  his  head,  and  fynnpathizing  figh’d, 

“ Alas ! 

‘-f  Poor  gentleman,  I’m  forry  for  ye ; 

**  And  pity  much  your  Jlory  !'* 

* 

Lo ! down  the  lane  alert  the  Emp’ror  flew. 

And  ftruck  once  more  Sir  Joseph’s  hawk-like  view; 

And  now  he  mounted  o’er  a garden  wall ! 

In  rulh’d  Sir  Joseph  at  the  garden  door. 

Knock’d  down  the  Gard’ner — what  could  man  do 
more  ? — 

And  left  him,  as  he  chofe,  to  rife  or  fprawl. 

O’er  peerlefs  hyacinths  our  hero  rufli’d ; 

Through  tulips  and  anemonies  he  pufh’d,  , 

Breaking  a hundred  necks  at  ev’ry  fpring  r 
On  bright  carnations,  blufhing  on  their  banks. 

With  defp’rate  hoof  he  trod,  and  mow’d  down  ranks, 

. Such  vaft  ambition  urg’d  to  feize  the  King ! 

Bell  glafies,  all  fo  thick,  were  tumbled  o’er ; 

And  lo  ! the  cries,  fo  Ihrill,  of  rnany  a fcorc, 


A fad 
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A fad  and  fatal  ftroke  proclaim’d  j 
The  fcarecrow,  all  fo  red,  was  overturn’d; 

His  vanifh’d  hat,  and  wig,  and  head,  he  mourn’d, 

• And  much,  indeed,  the  man  of  ftraw  was  maim’d ! 

Juft  guardian  of  the  facred  fpot. 

With  face  fo  fierce,  and  pointed  gun. 

Who  threateri’d  all  the  birds  with  Ihot ; 

To  kill  of  fpdrrows  ev’ry  mother’s  fon : 

Fierce  as  thofe  fcarlet  minifters  of  fate, 

The  v/arlike  guardians  of  St.  James’s  Gate ! 

Yet,  not  content  with  feats  like  thefe. 

He  tumbled  o’er  a hive  of  bees  3 

Out  rufh’d  the  hoft,  and  wonder’d  from  their  fouls,  , 

What  dev’l  dar’d  dafh  their  houfe  about  their  polls. 

Like  the  grand  Louis,*  whofe  fierce  heart  was  fuch. 
As  made  him  like  a football  kick  the  Dutch ! 

But  foon  the  final],  heroic,  injur’d  nation 
Defcry’d  the  author  of  their  obligation  3 

And,  to  repay  it,  round  him  rufii’d  the  fwarm: 
Prodigious  was  the  buz  about  his  ears  ! 

With  all  their  venom  did  they  pufti  their  fpears  3 
But  lo ! they  work’d  him  not  one  grain  of  harm ! 

Yet 
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Yet  did  no  god  nor  godling  intervene. 

By  way  of  fcreen ! 

The  happy  head  their  pointed  fpears  defy’d. 

Strong,  like  old  Homer’s  fhields,  in  tough  bull  hide. 
And  brafs  well  temper’d,  to  fupport  the  fhock  ! 
The  bees  their  difappointed  vengeance  mourn’d. 

And  from  their  frerce  attack,  fatigu’d,  return’d. 
Believing  they  had  ftorm’d  a barber’s  block. 

What  was  thought  death  and  tortures  by  the  clan. 
Was  only  tickling  the  great  man  ! 

Thus  round  big  Ajax  rag’d  the  Trojan  hoft. 

Who  might  as  well,  indeed,  haye  drubb’d  a poll;, 

The  Gard’ner  now  for  juft  revenge  up  fprung, 
O’erwhelm’d  with  wonderment  and  dung. 

And  fiercely  in  his  turn  purfu’d  the  Knight! 

From  bed  to  bed,  full  tilt  the  champions  rac’d. 

This  chas’d  the  Knight,  the  Knight  the  Emp’ror 
chas’d, 

W!io  fcal’d  the  walls,  alas  1 and  vanifli’d  out  of  fisht ; 
To  find  the  Emprefs,  p’rhaps,  and  tell  her  Grace 
The  merry  hift’ry  of  the  chafe. 

At  length  the  Gard’ner,  fwell’d  with  rage  and  dolour, 
O’ertaking,  grafps  Sir  Joseph  by  the  collar, 
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And  bleft  with  fav’rite  oaths,  abundance  fhow’rs : 

" Villain,”  he  cry’d,  “ beyond  example  ! 

“ Juft  like  a cart-horfe  on  my  beds  to  trample  ! 

More  than  your  foul  is  worth,  to  kill  my  flow’rs  I 
See  how  your  two  vile  hoofs  have  made  a wreck — 
Look,  rafcal,  at  each  beauty’s  broken  neck !” 

Mindlefs  of  humbled  flow’rs,  fo  freely  kill’d,' 
Although  fuperior  to  his  foul  declar’d. 

And  vegetable  blood  profufely  fpill’d, 

Superior,  too,  to  all  reward; 

Mindlefs  of  all  the  Gard’ner’s  plaintive  ftrairis, 

The  Emp’ror’s  form  monopoliz’d  his  brains. 

I 

At  length  he  fpoke,  in  fad  defpairing  tones. 

Gone  ! by  the  God  that  made  me ! — D-mn  his 
bones ! 

O Lord ! no  difappointment  mine  furpafles ! 

Poh  ! what  are  paltry  flowers  and  broken  glaffes, 

A tumbled  fcarecrow,  bees,  the  idle  whim  ? — 

“ Zounds  ! what  a fet  of  mifcreants  to  Mm  I 

Gone  is  my  foul’s  defire,  for  ever  gone  V* 

" Who’s  gone  ?”  the  Gard’ner  ftrait  reply’d : 

The  Emp’ror,  Sir,”  with  tears.  Sir  Joseph  Cry’d; 
**  The  Emp’ror  of  Morocco — thought  my  own  ! 

‘‘  To 


12o6  sir  JOSEPH  banks,  &Ci 

To  unknown  fields  behold  the  Monarch  fiyt 
Zounds ! not  to  catch  him,  what  an  afs  was  1 1^* 

His  eyes  the  Gard’ner,  full  of  horror,  ftretch’d. 

And  then  a groan,  a monftrous  groan  he  fetch’d. 
Contemplating  around  his  ruin’d  wares ; 

And  now  he  let  Sir  Joseph’s  collar  go ; 

And  now  he  bray’d  aloud  with  bittereft  woe. 

Mad,  madder  than  the  maddeft  of  March  hares 

A p-x  confound  the  fellow’s  Bedlam  rigs ! 

‘‘  Oh ! he  hath  done  the  work  of  fifty  pigs ! 

The  devil  take  his  keeper,  a damn’d  goofe. 

For  letting  his  wild  beaft  get  loofe  !” 

But  now  the  Gard’ner,  terrified,  began 
To  think  himfelf  too  near  a man 
In  fo  Pec -Nicholson  a fituation; 

And,  happy  from  a madman  to  efcape. 

He  left  him  without  bow,  or  nod,  or  fcrape> 

Like  Jeremiah  ’midlt  his  Lamentation. 

Such  is  the  tale — if  readers  figh  for  more. 

Sir  Joseph’s  wallet  holdeth  many  a fcore. 
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POETICAL  EPISTLE 

TO  A 

FALLING  MINISTER, 


Blind  to  an  anful  Boy’s  infidious  wiles. 

Why  refts  the  Genius  of  the  Queen  of  Isles  ? 
Whilft  Liberty  in  irons  founds  th’  alarm. 

Why  hangs  fufpence  on  Virtue’s  coward  arm? 
Whilft  Tyranny  prepares  her  jails  and  thongs. 
Why  fleeps  the  Sword  of  Justice  o’er  our  wtongs  ? 
Oh ! meanly  founding  on  a Father’s  fame. 

To  Britain’s  higheft  feat  a, daring  claim ; 

Oh ! if  thy  race  one  blufh  could  ever  boaft. 

And  that  lorn  fign  of  Virtue  be  not  loft  j 
Now  on  thy  vifage  let  the  ftranger  burn^ 

And  glow  for  deeds  that  bid  an  empire  mourn. 

Drawn  from  a garret  by  the  Royal  Sire, 

Warm’d  like'»the  viper  by  his  friendly  6re, 

VoL.  II.  P 
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What  hath  thy  gratitude  Jublimely  done  ? 

Fix’d,  like  the  fnake,  thy  fang  upon  the  Son  ! 

Yes — thou  moft  grateful  youth,  thy  hoftile  art 
Hath  lodg’d  a pois’nous  fhaft  in  Britain’s  heart! 
Thy  arm  hath  dragg’d  the  column  to  the  ground. 
The  facred  wonder  of  the  realms  around ! 

To  make  fnug,  comfortable  habitations 
For  thee  and  all  thy  pitiful  relations. 

Barbarian-like — how  like  thofe  fons  of  fpoil, 

Whofe  impious  hands  on  hallow’d  ftrudtures  toil— 
Bafe  throng,  that  through  Palmyra’s  Temple  digs. 
To  form  a lodging  for  themfelves  and  pigs  I 

Oh ! if  Ambition  prompts  thy  foaring  foul 
To  live  the  theme  of  future  times  with  Rolle  ; 
Thrice  happy  Youth,  like  his  lhall  Ihine  thy  name. 
Who  gave  th’  Ephefian  wonder  to  the  flame ! 

Sick  at  the  name  of  R , (to  thee  though  dear) 

The  name  abhorr’d  by  Honour’s  fhrinking  ear, 

I draw  reludlant  from  thy  venal  throng. 

And  give  it  mention,  though  it  blafts  my  fong. 
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How  couldft  thou  bid  that  Rolle,  defpis’d  by  all, 
On  helplefs  beauty  like  a maftiff  fall  j 
Then  meanly  to  corre61:  the  brute  pretend. 

And  claim  the  merit  of  the  * Fair-one^s  Friend  ? 

Art  thou  the  Youth  on  whom  the  Virtues  fmUe  ? 
The  boafted  Saviour  of  our  linking  Ille ! 

O’er  fuch.  Oblivion,  be  thy  wing  difplay’d  1 
Oh  ! waft  them  from  the  gibbet  to  thy  lliade ! 

I 

Yet  what  expert  from  thee^  whofe  icy  breaft, 

A ftrangcr  to  their  charm,  the  Loves  detell  ? — 
o’er  whofe  heart  their  fafcinating  pow’r 
Ne’er  knew  the  triumph  of  one  foftcn’d  hour^ 

To  give  thy  flinty  foul  the  tender  figh. 

Vain  is  the  radiance  of  the  brighteft  eye ! 

In  vain,  for  thee,  of  beauty  blooms  the  rofe : 

In  vain  the  fwelling  bofom  fpreads  its  fnows-— 

A JoJeph  thou,  againft  the  fex  to  ftrive  5 
Dead  to  thofe  charms  that  keep  the  world  alive ! 

P 2 In 

* A moft  wanton  and  illiberal  attack  made  by  this  man  on 
Mrs.  F — h 1,  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  exceeds  all  pre- 
cedent. 
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In  vain  thy  malice  pours  its  frothy  tide ; 

In  vain,  the  virtues  of  thy  Prince  to  hide, 

Thou  and  thy  imps,  to  dim  his  rifing  ray. 

Urge  clouds  on  clouds  to  thwart  the  golden  day  ! 
Mad  toil ! I fee  his  Orb  fuperior  pafs. 

That  fmiles  triumphant  on  the  fable  mafs. 

O Pitt  ! a Sifter  Kingdom  damns  thy  deeds. 
And  pities  haplefs  Britain  as  ftie  bleeds. 
Hibernia  fcorns  each  meanly  treach’rous  art 

Hatch’d  by  the  bafe  r-b n of  thy  heart. 

That  crawls  an  afpic  bloated  black  with  fate. 

To  pour  a dire  contagion  through  the  State. 

She,  with  an  honeft  voice,  her  Prince  approves. 
And  nobly  trufts  the  virtues  that  fhe  loves ; 
Detefts  a hangman’s  unremitting  toil 
To  break  upon  fhe  wheel  a happy  Iflej 
Who  yet,  to  pufh  the  guilt  and  folly  further. 
Suborns  AddrelTes,  to  applaud  the  murther ! 

Who  but  muft  laugh  to  fee  thy  boafted  friends. 
On  whofe  poor  rotten  trunks  thy  all  depends  ! • 
See  Bute’s  mean  parafite,  thy  fpaniel,  creep, 
Whofe  Argus’  eyes  of  av’rice  never  deep ; 

A clofe  State-leech,  who,  flicking  to  the  nation. 
As  adders  deaf  to  Plonour’s  execration, 


Sucks 
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Sucks  from  its  throat  tlie  blood  by  night,  by' day. 
Nor,  till  the  State  expires,  will  drop  away. 

Yet  fee  another  Fiend,  with  fcowling  eye. 

Who  draws  from  Nature’s  foul  her  deepeft  fighj 
Afham’d  her  hand  fhould  uflier  into  lio-ht 

O 

What  Fate  fhould  whelm  with  everlaftinor  night ! 

O O 

w < 

Loft  by  his  arts,  -behold  the  beauteous  Maid*, 
Whom  Innocence  herfelf  could  ne’er  upbraid. 

Sunk  a pale  victim  to  the  gaping  tomb ; 

Whilft  all  but  be  with  grief  furvey’d  her  doom, 
Whofe  heart  difdain’d  to  feel — whofe  eye  fevere, 
Companion  never  melted  with  a tear  I 

Yet,  left  in  filence  to  himfelf  alone, 

Aghaft  he  heaves  the  confcience-wounded  groan ! 

At  ev’ry  found  how  horror  heaves  the  figh  ! 

‘How  dangers  thicken  on  his  ftraining  eye ! 

He  fees  her  Pbaniom,  form’d  by  treach’rous  Love, 

Droop  in  the  grot,  and  pine  amid  the  grove : 

Fie  marks  her  mien  of  woe,  her  cheek  fo  pale. 

And  trembles  at  her  fhrieks  that  pierce  the  gale ! 

P 3 At 

/ » 

* The  melancholy  circumftance  alluded  to  here,  the  femlly  of 
Dr.  Lynch,  of  Canterbury,  can  bell  explain. 
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At  night’s  deep  noon  what  fears  his  foul  invade ! 

How  wild  he  ftarts  amidft  the  fpeftred  foade ! 

And  dreading  ev’ry  hopelefs  hour  the  laft. 

He  hears  the  call  of  Death  in  ev’ry  blaft ! 

Such  are  thy  Colleagues*,  O thou  patriot  Boy ! 
Whofe  heads'  and  hearts  thy  virtues  dare  employ ; 
Who,  crouching  at  thy  heels,  like  bloodhounds  wait 
To  fallen  on  the  vitals  of  the  State! 

Such  are  the  mifcrcants  who  would  rule  the  realm ! 
Such  the  black  pirates  that  would  feize  the  helm  ! 

Had  not  I known  thee, , , the  Mufe  had  fworn. 

That,  blell  to  fee  the  State  to  atoms  torn. 

Hell  with  her  hoft  had  drawn  each  damned  plan. 

And  for  the  murder  nurs’d  thy  dark  Divan. 

Speak — hath  thy  heart,  with  mad  ambition  fir’d. 

Like  Cromwell’s,  hot  forpow’r,  to  thrones  afpir’d? 
Then  may  that  youngs  old  trait’rous  bofom  feel 
The  rapid  vengeance  of  fome  virtuous  Heel ! 

Or  what,  to  bofoms  not  quite  flint,  is  worfe. 

May  Heav’n  with  hoary  age  a Rebel  curfe ; 

From 

t 

* We  mud  not  forget,  however,  Meffieurs  their  Graces  of 
R.  and  G.,  Harry  D.,  cum  plunmis  aliis,  though  they  have  not 
the  honour  of  being  mentioned  in  our  poetical  calendar. 
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From  fweet  fociety  behold  hirti  torn, 

Condemn’d,  like  Cain,  to  walk  the  world  forlorn ! 

Thus  rous’d  to  anger  for  my  Country’s  wrong, 

The  Mufe,  for  vengeance  panting,  pour’d  her  Jong : 

But,  ah  ! in  vain  I wifh’d  the  bleffing  mine,  , 

To  plant  a fcorpion’s  fting  in  ev’ry  line. 

Now  Prudence  gently  pull’d  the  Poet’s  ear. 

And  thus  the  daughter  of  the  Blue-ey’d  Maid,* 

In  Flatt’ry’s  foothing  founds,  divinely  faid, 

“ O Peter  ! eldeft-born  of  Phcebus,  hear-*— 

‘‘  Whofe  verfe  could  ravllh  Kings,  relax  the  claw 
Of  that  gaunt,  hungry  favage,  chriften’d  Law— 
Indeed  thou  wanteft  worldly  wifdom,  Peter, 

To  mix  a little  oft’ner  with  thy  metre. 

Lo!  if  thine  eye  Dame  Fortune’s  fmile  purfucs, 

” To  oily  adulation  prompt  the  Muse. 

“ Give  for  the  future  all  thy  rhymes  to  praife  j 
“ Strike  to  the  glorious  Pitt  thy  founding  lyre : 

**  Thy  head  may  then  be  crown’d  with  Warton’s  bays, 
“ And  mutton  twirl  with  fpirit  at  the  fire.” 

P 4 “ Pru- 


• Minerva. 


2i6 


A POETICAL  EPISTLE 


Prudence,”  quoth  I,  “indeed — indeed  I can’t: 
Don’t  kfk  me  to  turn  rogue} and  fycophant  1” 

Now  with  a fmile,  firft  coufin  to  a grin. 

Dame  Prudence  anfwer’d,  bridling  up  her  chin — 
Sweet,  harmlefs,  pretty,  confcientious  pigeon ! 
“ Ah  1 Peter,  well  I ween  thou  art  not  rich : 

“ Know  that  thou’lt  die,  like  beggars,  in  a ditch ; 

“ Know,  too,  that  hunger  is  of  no  religion. 

“ Sit  down,  and  make  a Horace  imitation,  . 

“‘  Like  Pope  ; and  let  the  ftanza  glow 
“ With  praife  of  Mejfieurs  Pitt  and  Co. 

“ The  prefent  worthy  Rulers  of  the  Nation.” 

With  purs’d-up,  puritanic  mouth  fo  prim. 

Thus  fpoke  Dame  Prudence  to  the  Bard  of  Whim ; 

Who,  with  politenefs  feldom  running  o’er. 

For  infpiration  fcratch’d  his  tuneful  fconce. 

To  pleafe  Dame  Oracle,  for  once — 

A Dame,  fomc  fay,  he  never  faw  before. 
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IMITATION  OF  HORACE. 

A 

(ODE  XIL— BOOK  I.) 


On  messieurs  PITT  and  CO. 


MUSE,  having  dropp’d  Sir  Joseph  and  the  King, 
What  fort  of  gentry  lhall  we  deign  to  fing  ? 

What  high  and  mighty  name,  that  all  adore  ? 
What  minifterial  wight  that  bribes  each  Cit, 
Wolf-like  to  howl  for  homage  to  King  Pitt, 

And  fet  each  fmoky  alehoufe  in  a roar  j 
That  fends  to  counties,  borough-towns,  his  crimps. 
Alias  his  vote-feducing  pimps. 

To  bribe  the  mob  with  brandy,  beer  and  fong. 
To  put  their  greafy  lifts  to  Court  Addrefles, 

Full  of  profeflions  kind,  and  fweet  carefles. 

And  with  a fiddle  lead  the  logs  along  ? 


Shall  Dornford,  king  of  wine,  and  mum,  and  perry. 
Be  crown’d  with  lyric  bays,  with  Mafter  Merry  ; 
Two  fages  who,  in  diff’rent  places  born. 

Chick  Lane  and  Black-Boy  Alley  did  adorn? 

Or, 
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Or,  Mufe,  fuppofe  we  fmg  King  Pitt  himfelf. 

The  greateft  man  on  earth — a cunning  elf. 

Who  driveth,  jEHu-like,  the  Church  aud  State  : 
And,  next  to  Royal  Pitt,  we’ll  fing  the  Dame, 

Of  open,  gen’rous,  charitable  fame. 

Lamenting  fad  a Monarch’s  haplefs  fate; 

Who,  though  transfix’d  by  Sorrow’s  dart  fo  cruel. 

So  prudent,  numbers  each  bank-note  and  jewel ! 

Nor  fhall  we  by  old  Bacchus  Weymouth  pafs, 

r 

A jolly  fellow  o’er  his  glafs. 

Nor,  ScHWELLENBERG,  fhalt  thou  a Ihrimp  appear, 
Whofe  palate  loves  a dainty  difh, 

Whofe  teeth  in  combat  fhine  with  flefh  and  fifh, 
Whofe  Strelitz  ftomach  holds  a butt  of  beer; 

Who  foon  fhalt  keep  a falefliop  for  good  places. 

For  which  fo  oft  the  people  fquabble. 

From  gaping  Cobblers  to  their  gaping  Graces, 

And  thus  provide  for  great  and  little  rabble, 

ril  fmg  how  calmly  C n takes  the  bit. 

And  trots  fo  mildly  under  Master  Pitt  : 

And  Th w,  too,  whom  none  but  Pitt  could 

W’ho,  bleft  with  Mafter  Billy’s  fineft  faddle,  ftamc. 
No  longer  makes  our  brains  with  neighing  addle — 

O O 

No  longer  now  Job’s  war-horfe  fnorting  flame; 
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But  that  flow  brute  whom  few  or  none  revere. 

Fam’d  for  his  fine  bafe  voice  and  length  of  ear; 

Yet  now  fo  gentle,  you  may  fmooth  his  nofe; 

Poor  Ch— c-LLOR*  will  make  no  riot: 

Calm  in  his  ftall  his  aged  limbs  repofe. 

And  pleas’d  he  eats  his  oats  and  hay  in  quiet  1 

This  Pair,  fo  tame,  amid  the  courtier  throng. 

Shall  drag  their  Matter  William’s  coach  along. 

And  raife  the  wonder  of  the  million ! 

Jutt  like  two  bull-dogs  in  a countiy  town. 

That  gallop  in  their  harnefs  up  and  down. 

With  Monsieur  Monkey  for  pottillion. 

We’ll  fing  the  Brothers  of  our  loving  Queen, 

Fine  hungry,  hearty  youths  as  e’er  were  feen ; 

Who,  if  once  try’d,  would  Ihine,  I make  no  doubt : 
And  chiefly  he  who  merits  high  rewards, 

Who,  wriggling  to  the  Hanoverian  guards. 

Kept  the  poor  Prince  of  Brunswick  out. 
Although  fo  brave  a Prince,  and  fpilt  his  blood 
So  freely  for  the  King  of  England’s  * good. 

We’ll 

• The  name  of  the  horfe. 

f This  is  fcarcely  credible,  b«t  it  is  ncverthelefs  true. — The 
Prince  of  Brunfwick’s  genius  was  forced  to  yield  to  the  fuperiar 
«ne  of  the  Queen’s  Brother ! 
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We’ll  fing,  too,  Mafter  Rolle,  who,  fond  of  fame, 
Highrdaring,  from  the  land  of  dumplings  came. 

To  bear  the  Minister — to  be  his  afs — 

Like  Conj’ror  Balaam’s  reas’ning  brute, 

That  carry ’d  Balaam,  BALAKto  falute. 

And  curfe  the  Ifraelites,  alas  ! 

And  lo ! as  efid  the  Lord — 

I 

Who  op’d  the  mouth  of  Balaam’s  beaft; 

So  hath  our  Lord,  ’Squire  Pitt,  upon  my  word. 
Op’d  Master  Rolle’s,  to  give  the  houfe  a feaft! 

Yet,  hang  it!  Dev’nshire  is  by  Aram*  beat — 

A circumftancc  that  wrings  the  Poet’s  foul  j 
For  Balaam’s  Jack-afs  made  a fpeech  quite  neat. 
Which  never  yet  was  done  by  Pitt’s  poor  R . 


Or  (hall  I fing  old  Cornwall’s  death, 

Or  fierce  Sir  Bullface,  who  refign’d  his  breath 
With  brother  Cornwall  in  the  felf-fame  year — 
A downright  bear  1 

Who  bade  a Monarch,  like  a boy  at  fchool. 

Not  fpend  his  money  like  a f—  ? 


• Balaam’s  country  feat. 
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We  too  might  fmg  the  King  of  Swine, 

Sir  Joseph  ! peerlefs  in  the  fat’nirig  line.  • 

We  too  may  Burdenell  fmg,  who,  fome  time  fmce. 
Admir’d  and  lov’d,  ador’d  and  prais’d  his  Prince  ; 

Follow’d  him,  fpaniel-like,  about; 

Swore  himfelf  black,  poor  fellow,  in  the  face. 

That  he  would  ten  times  rather  lofe  his  place 

Than  leave  him — Thus  faid  he  with  phiz  devout; 
But  when  it  came  to  pafs  his  Highness  try’d  him. 
This  falfe  Apostle,  Peter -like,  deny’d  him  ! 

We’ll  flng  Lord  Galloway,  a man  of  note. 

Who  turn’d  his  taylor,  much  enrag’d,  away, 
Becaufe  he  ditch’d  a ftar  upon  his  coat 
So  fmall,  it  fcarcely  threw  a ray : 

Whereas  he  wilh’d  a planet  huge  to  flame. 

To  put  the  moon’s  full  orb  to  lhame; 

Fie  wanted  one  fo  large,  with  rays  fo  thick. 

As  to  eclipfe  the  ftar  of  Sir  John  Dick  ! 

Sir  John,  who  got  his  ftar,  fo  bright  and  ftout. 

For  making  fuper-excellent  Jour  krout* 

Or, 

* This  honour  of  the  Star  was  really  conferred  on  him  by  the 
£mpres3  of  Russia  for  furnifhing  the  Ruffian  fleet,  in  the 
Mediterranean,  with  the  above  cabbage  manufafture,  to  lharpcn 
their  courage  for  a maflacre  of  the  poor  Turks. 
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Or,  Mufe,  fuppofe  we  fing  the  Sp— ker’s  wig. 

In  which,  ’tis  faid,  a world  of  wifdom  lies; 
Which,  to  a headpiece  fcarcely  worth  a fig. 
Importance  gives  that  greatly  doth  furprife. 

When  throu2:h  the  chaos  of  the  Houfe  he  bawls 
For  Order,  that  oft  flies  St.  Stephen’s  walls; 

Driv’n  by  a hoft  of  ferapes,  and  hawk’s,  and  hums. 
And  blowing  nofes,  that  diftrafl  her  drums. 

For,  Mufe,  we  cant’t  well  fing  poorGR lle’s  head, 

Becaufe  it  wanteth  eyes — imperfeft  creature  ! 

Again — its  lining  happ’neth  to  be  lead, — 

Such  are  the  whimficalities  of  Nature : 

And  thus  this  fpeaking  headpiece  is,  no  doubt. 

As  dark  within  as  certes  ’tis  without ! 

Yet  was  this  Youth  proclaim’d  a pretty  fprig; 

A very  promifmg,  a thriving  twig. 

That  by  his  parents  dear  was  faid  would  be. 

In  time,  a very  comely  tree; 

And,  what  thofe  parents  deai-  would  alfo  fuit. 

Produce  enormous  quantities  of  fruit. 

By  God’s  good  grace,  and  much  good  looking  after— 
A tliought  that  now  convulfeth  us  with  laughter ! 


Sup- 
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Suppofe  we  chaunt  old  Willis  and  his  whip. 

At  which  the  human  hide  revolts ; 

Who  bids,  like  grafshoppers,  his  pupils  fkip. 

And  breaks  mad  gentlemen  like  colts ; 

Or  trains  them,  like  a pointer,  to  his  hand : 

And  fuch  the  mighty  Conjuror’s  command. 

He,  by  the  magic  of  fticks,  ropes,  and  eyes. 
Commands  wild  Folly  to  be  tame  and  wife. 

Or  grant  we  throw  away  a verfe  or  two 

* 

Upon  the  Bedchamber’s  moft  idle  Imps; 

Thofe  Lords  of  gingerbread — a gaudy  crew. 
Sticking  together  juft  like  focial  ftirimps ; 
Regardlefs  who  the  State-coach  drives. 

So  they  may  lead  good  merry,  lazy  lives ; 

Pleas’d  e’en  from  devils  to  receive  their  pay. 

So  they,  like  moths,  may  flutter  life  away  1 

Pitt  fliall  the  Houfe  of  Commons  rule. 

And  eke  of  poor  Incurables  the  fchool; 

And  pour  on  fuch  the  vengeance  of  his  fpleen 
As  meanly  think  of  Hastings  and  the  — ! 

On  di’monds  Pitt  and  Co.  fliall  largely  feaft, 

Knock  down  the  Nabobs,  and  exhauft  the  Eaft! 


O Lady  ! 
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O Lady  ! whofe  great  wifdom  thinketh  fit 
To  fpread  thy  petticoat  o’er  William  Pitt! 

This  William  Pitt  and  Thou,  without  a joke. 
Will  turn  out  mofl:  extraordinary  folk  1 

I 

Pitt  and  the  Petticoat  fiiall  rule  together. 

Each  with  the  odier  vaftly  taken ; 

Make,  when  they  choofe,  or  fair  or  filthy  weather. 
And  cut  up  kingdoms  juft  like  bacon  1 


THUS  having  finifh’d,  Prudence,  with  a ftare. 
Exclaim’d,  “ Rank  irony  1 thou  wicked  Poet.” — 
Quoth  I,  “ My  little  Prelbyterian  fair, 

“ I know  It.” — 

Ah  1”  quoth  the  Dame  again,  with  lifted  eyes. 
When  will  this  ftupid  world  be  wife  ?’* 

Ah  1 had  the  Prince  his  proper  int’reft  felt. 

And,  like  Bucephalus  the  famous,  knelt 
“ To  take  Pitt  Alexander  on  his  back. 

He  might  have  ambled  prettily  along, 

“ And  very  rarely  felt  his  rider’s  thong — 

“ Juft  now  and  then  a gentle  fmack. 


“ T’inforna 
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^ T’  inform  his  royal  colt  what  being  rode  him, 

■ And  with  fuch  dignity  beftrode  him. 

' Yes — had  his  Highness  but  vouchfafd  to  Jlodp, 

^ With  heav'n-born  Pitt  he  might  have  eat  his  foup, 
' Joy’d  in  the  full  poifeffion  of  his  wifhes, 

^ And  with  his  fervant  lhar’d  the  loaves  and  filhes  !” 


ODE  XTI.  Lib.  I.  AD  A U G U S T U M. 

^UEM  virum  aut  heroa  lyra  vel  acri 
’Tihia  fumes  celehrarcy  Clio? 

^em  deum  ? cujus  recinet  jocofa 
Nomen  imago^ 

Aut  in  umhrofis  Heliconis  oris, 

Aut  Juper  Pindo,  gelidove  in  Hamo? 

Unde  vocalem  temere  injequuta 
Orphea  Jylva, 

Q. 


VoL.  IL 


Arte 
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Arte  materna  rapdos  morantem 
Fluminum  lapfus,  celeresque  ventoSy 
Blandum  auritas  fidihus  canoris 
Ducere  quercus, 

^td  prius  dicam  Jolitis  Parentis 
Laudihus  f qui  res  hominum  ac  deoruMy 
mare  £5*  terras y var usque  mundum 
Femperat  horis  ? 

Unde  nil  majus  generatur  ipfoy 
Nec  viget  quidquam  fimile  aut  Jecundum  : 
Proximos  illi  tamen  occupavit 
Pallas  honores, 

Praliis  audax  neque  te  ftleho 
Liber y ff?  Javis  inimica  virgo 
Belluis : nec  te  metuende  certay 
Phcebey  Jagitta^ 

Dicam  Alceiden  j puerosque  Led^ty 
Hunc  equisy  ilium  Juperare  pugnis 
Nohilem : quorum  ftmul  alba  nautis 


Stella  refulftty 


Deflu 
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Bejluit  Jaxis  agitatus  humor  : 

Concidunt  venti^  fugiuntque  nules  : 

Et  minaXy  quod  fic  voluerCy  ponto 
JJnda  recumbit, 

Romulum  ■poft  hos  priuSy  an  quietum 
Pompili  regnum  membremy  an  Juperlos 
^arquini  fajcesy  duhitOy  an  Catonis 
Nobile  lethum^ 

Regulumy  ScauroSy  animaque  magna 
Prodigum  Paulumy  Jup'erante  PcenOy 
Gratus  inftgni  referam  CamcenUy 
Fabriciumque. 

HunCy  y incomptis  Curium  capillisy  ■ 
Utilem  bello  tulity  ^ Camillum 
Sava  PaupertaSy  Cf  avitus  apto 
Cum  lare  fundus, 

Crejcit  occulto  velut  arbor  avo 
Fama  Marcelli : micat  inter  omnes 
Julium  ftduSy  velut  inter  ignes 
Luna  minores. 

0^2 


Gentis 
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Gentis  humana  pater  atque  cuftosy 
Orte  SaturnOy  tibi  cura  magni 
Cajaris  fatis  data : tu  Jecund$ 
Cajare  regneSy 

llle  Jeu  Parthos  Latio  imminentes 
Egerit  jufio  domitos  triumpho. 

She  JubjeStos  Orientis  oris 
Seras  & Indos : 

\ 

Te  minor  latum  reget  aquus  orbem  : 
T u gravi  curru  quaties  Olympmny 
Tu  parum  cafiis  inimica  mittes 
Fulmina  lucis. 


SUBJECTJ 


SU  BJECTS 


FOR 


PAINTERS. 


“ Qui  veut  peindre  pour  rimmortalite, 

“ Doit  peindre  des  Sots.”  Fontenelle. 
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TO  THE  READER. 


THE  rage  for  hiftorical  Piftures  in  this  kingdom,  fo 
nobly  rewarded  by  Meflrs.  Boydell  and  Macklin,  hath, 
with  the  great  encouragement  of  two  or  three  of  the 
principal  Mufcs,  tempted  me  to  offer  fubjefts  to  the 
labourers  in  the  graphic  vineyard.  When  Shakefpeare 
and  Milton  are  exhaufted,  I may  prefume  that  the  fol- 
lowing Odes,  Tales,  and  Hints,  in  preference  to  the 
labours  of  any  other  of  our  Britifh  Bards,  may  be 
adopted  by  the  brufh  of  Genius.  Had  I not  thus  ftepped 
forward  as  the  champion  of  my  own  merit,  which  is 
deemed  fo  neceffary  now-a-days  for  the  obtention  of 
public  notice,  not  only  by  authors,  but  by  tete-makers, 
perfumers,  elaftic  trufs  and  parliament  fpeech  makers, 
&:c.  who,  in  the  daily  news-papers,  are  the  heralds  of 
their  own  fplendid  abilities,  I might  poffil)Iy  be  paffed  by 
w^ithout  obfervation,  and  thus  a great  part  of  a poetical 
immortality  be  facrificed  to  a pitiful  mauvaife  honte^ 
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FOR 
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SCENE,  THE  ROYAL  ACADEMY. 


and  good  will  to  this  fair  meeting ! 


I come  not  with  hoftility,  but  greeting ; 

Not  eagle-like  to  /creamy  but  dove-like  coo  it: 
I come  not  with  the  fword  of  vengeance,  rhyme. 
To  flafh,  and  aft  as  journeyman  to  Time — 
The  God  himfelf  is  juft'^rriv’d  to  do  it. 


To  make  each  feeble  figure  a poor  corfe, 

I come  not  with  the  fliafts  of  fatire  fporting ; 
Then  view  me  not  like  Stubbs’s  ftaring  horfc. 
With  terror  on  th’  approaching  lion  fnorting  : 
I come  to  bid  the  hatchet’s  labours  ceafe, 

A{id  fmoke  with  friends  the  calumet  of  peace, 


Knight 

O 
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Knight  of  the  polar  ftar,  or  bear,  don’t  ftart. 

And,  like  fome  long-ear’d  creatures,  bray,  “ What 
art!” 

Sir  William,  fhut  your  ell-wide  mouth  of  terror; 
I come  not  here,  believe  me,  to  complain 
Of  fuch  as  dar’d  employ  thy  building  brain. 

And  cridcife  an  economic  error.^ 


I come  not  here  to  call  thee  knave  or.  fool. 

And  bid  thee  feek  again  Palladio’s  fchool ; 

Or  copy  Heav’n,  who  form’d  thy  head  fo  thick. 
To  give  liability  to  Hone  and  brick ; 

No — ’twould  be  cruel  now  to  make  a rout; 

The  very  Hones  already  have  cry’d  out. 


I come  not  here,  indeed,  new  cracks  to  Ipy, 
And  call  thee  for  the  workmanlhip  hard  names  j 
To  point  which  wing  fhail  next  forfake  the  lliy. 
And  tumble  in  the  Strand,  or  in  the  Thames. 


Nor 

* A large  portion  of  the  Royal  Academy,  raifed  at  an 
extraordinary  expence,  fell  to  the  ground  lately ; but  as  the 
Knight  is  a favourite  at  Court,  no  harm  is  done.  The  nation 
is  able  to  rear  it  again,  which  will  be  a benefit  ticket  in  Sir 
William’s  way. 
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Nor  come  I here  to  cover  tliee  with  fhame. 

For  putting  clever  Academic  men,* 

"Like  calves  or  pigs,  into  a pen. 

To  fee  the  King  of  England  and  his  dame, 

*Midft  carts  and  coaches,  golden  horfe  and  foot  j 
’Midfl;  peopled  windows,  chimnies  and  old  walls; 
*Midft  marrowbones  and  cleavers,  fife  and  flute. 
Pairing  in  pious  pilgrimage  to  Paul’s : 

» 

Where,  as  tlie  fhow  of  gingerbread  went  by. 

The  rain,  as  if  in  mockery  from  the  flcy,  , 

Dribbled  on  ev’ry  academic  nob. 

And  walh’d  each  pigtail  fmart,  and  powder’d  bob ; 

Walh’d  many  a vifage,  black,  and  brown,  and  fair. 
Giving  to  each  fo  pi6turefque  an  air — 

Refembling  that  of  drooping,  rain-foak’d  fowls. 

Or,  what’s  a better  pidure,  parboil’d  owls  \ 

Whilft 

• Sir  William  aflually  gave  orders  for  the  non-admiflion  of 
the  Royal  Academicians  into  the  Academy,  to  fee  the  Royal 
proceffion  to  St.  Paul’s,  as  he  had  fome  women  and  children  of 
his  acquaintance  who  wilhed  to  fee  the  Ihow.  Half  a dozen 
boards  were  confequently  ordered  to  be  put  together  on  the 
outfide  of  the  building  for  their  reception. 
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Whilfl  thou,  great  Jove  upon  Olympus,  aping, 
Didfl:  fit  majeftic,  from  a window  gaping. 

0 West  1 that  fix’d  and  jealous  eye  forbear. 

Which  fcowling  marks  the  bard  with  doubt  and  fear : 

^hy  forms  are  facred  from  my  wrath  divine  j 
""Twere  cruel  to  attack  fuch  crippled  creatures. 

So  very,  very  feeble  in  their  natures. 

Already  gafping  in  a deep  decline ! 

1 leek  them  not  with  fcalping  thoughts,  indeed  ! 

Too  great  my  foul  to  bid  the  figures  bleed: 

May  peace  and  happinefs  attend  ’em ! 

Where’er  they  go,  poor  imps,  God  mend  ’em ! 

I come  not  to  impart  to  thee  the  crime 
Of  over-dealing  in  the  true  fublime; 

I {corn  with  malice  thus  thy  fame  to  wound  j 
Nor  cruel  to  declare,  and  hurt  thy  trade,  v 

That  too  divine  effects  of  light  and  fhade 
Were  ever  ’midft  thy  labours  to  be  found. 

Nor  fwear,  to  blaft  one  atom  of  thy  merit. 

That  elegance,  expreffion,  Ijoirit, 

Too 
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Too  ftrongly  from  the  canvafs  blaze. 

And  damn  thee  thus  with  Raphael’s  praifei 
Befides,  againft  the  ftream  I fcorn  to  rufli ; 

The  world  ne’er  faid,  nor  thought  it  of  thy  bmilh.  ' 

« 

Were  I to  write  thy  epitaph.  I’d  fay. 

Here  lies  below  a painter’s  clay. 

Who  work’d  away  moll;  furioufly  for  Kings; 
And  prov’d  that  fire  of  inclination 
“ For  pleafmg  the  great  Ruler  of  a Nation, 

“ And  fire  of  genius,  are  two  diff’rcnt  things.” 

Nor  come  I here  t’  inform  fome  men  fo  wife. 

Who  Ihine  not  yet  upon  the  R.  A.  lift. 

That  limbs  in  fpafms  and  crack’d,  and  goggling  eyes. 
With  s;randeur  cannot  well  exift. 

Nay,  let  it  be  recorded  in  my  rhyme, 

Convulfions  cannot  give  the  true  fublime. 

Saint  Vitus  might  be  virtuous  to  romance — 

Peace  to  the  manes  of  that  capering  Saint ! 

Yet  let  me  tell  the  fons  of  paint. 

Sublimity  adorneth  not  his  dance.  , 


Wide 
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Wide  faucer  eyes,  and  dire  diftortion. 

Will  only  make  a good  abortion. 

Ye  landfcape-painters,  may  your  gold  ftreams  fleep— » 
Sleep,  golden  Ikies  and  bulls,  and  golden  cows,  ^ 
And  golden  groves  and  vales,  and  golden  Iheep, 

And  golden  goats,  the  golden  grafs  that  browze. 
Which  with  fuch  golden  luftre  flame. 

As  beat  the  very  golden  frame ! 

Peace  to  the  fcenes  of  Birmingham’s  bright  fchool! 
Peace  to  the  brighter  fcenes  of  Pontypool ! 

Aw’d  I approach,  ye  fov’reigns  of  the  brufh. 

With  Modesty’s  companion  fweet,  a blufh. 

And  hefltation  nat’ral  to  her  tongue ; 

And  eye  fo  diffident,  with  beam  fo  mild. 

Like  Eve’s  when  Adam  on  her  beauties  fmil’d. 

And  led  her  bluffiing,  nothing  loath,  along. 

To  give  the  lady  a green  gown  fo  fweet. 

On  beds  of  rofes.  Love’s  delicious  feat : 

Yes,  fober,  trembling,  Quaker-like,  I come 
To  this  great  Dome, 

To 
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To  offer  fubjedts  to  the  fons  of  paint; 

Accept  the  pleafant  tales  and  hints  I bring, 

Of  Knight  and  Lord,  and  Commoner  and  King,  , 
Sweeter  than  hift’ry  of  embowcH’d  faint; 

Or  martyr,  beat  like  Shrovetide  cocks  with  bats, 

And  fir’d  like  turpentin’d  poor  roafting  rats. 

Inimical  as  dogs  to  pigs. 

Or  wind  and  rain  to  powder’d  wigs. 

Or  mud  from  kennels  to  a milk-white  flocking; 
Hoftile  to  Peter’s  phiz  as  if  a pefl. 

Why  fprings  the  man  of  hift’ry,'  Mifter  West, 
And  cries,  “ Off,  off!  your  tales  and  hints  are  fhocking  j 
Inventions — fabrications — lies — damn’d  lies ! 

Kings,  and  the  world  befides,  thy  fpite  defpifc. 

“ Sir,  you’re *a  liar,  ev’ry  body  knows  it; 

“ Sir,  evejy  ftupid  ftanza  fhows  it; 

“ Sir,  you  know  nothing  of  a King  and  Queen ; 
In  fpheres  too  high  their  orbs  fuperior  roll, 

“ By  thy  poor  little  grov’ling,  mole-ey’d-foul, 

“ Thou  outcaft  of  Parnaffus,  to  be  feen. 

“ Sir,  they  do  honour  to  their  god -like  ftation, 

“ The  two  firft  luminaries  of  the  nation, 

4 


So 
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“ So  meek,  good,  gen’rous,  virtuous,  humble,  wife  ; 
Whilft  thou,  a favage,  a great  fool  fo  fat, 

“ Curs’d  with  a confcience  blacker  than  my  hat, 

“ Art  rival  to  that  fiend  the  Prince  of  Lies. 

Go,  pour  thy  venom  on  my  Lear  * — 

A whifper,  Hopkins,  Sternhold,  in  thy  ear : 

, **  King  Lear,  to  mortify  thee,  goes 
“ Where  Majestv  delights  with  Wist  to  prate. 
Much  more  than  Minifters  of  State — 

“ Where  thou  lhalt  never,  never  fiiow  thy  nofe ! 

“ Where  Pages  fancy  it  a heinous  crime, 

“ Thou  foul-mouth’d  fellow,  to  repeat  thy  f rhyme  i 
Where  ev’ry  cook,  it  is  my  firm  beliefj 
Would  nobly  make  it  a religious  point. 

Rather  than  put  thy  tralh  upon  a jomt, 

“To  let  the  fire  confuming  burn  the  beef. 

There’s 

* A pretty  iron- flaring  flcetch  now  in  the  Exhibition. 

f 'Here  Mr.  Weft  is  miftaken.  The  works  of  the  Lyric 
Bard,  handfomely  bound  in  morocco  leather,  are  now  in  the 
Library  at  the  Queen’s  Palace : his  Majefty  has  done  more— he 
has  written  notes  on  the  Odes.  Happy  Poet,  to  have  a Ki»^  for 
a comment  at  Br  ! 5 
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There’s  not  a fliopkeeper  in  Windfor  town 
''  That  would  not  hang  thee,  Ihoot  thee,  ftab  thee, 
drown ; 

That  doth  not  damn  thy  ftufF,  thy  odes  and  tales  j 
That  dotli  not  think  thy  works  would  give  difeafe 
To  ev’ry  thing  they  wrapp’d — to  bread,  to  cheefe ; 
Nay,  give  contagion  to  a bag  of  nails. 

The  very  Windfor  dogs  and  cats, 

“ The  very  Windfor  owls  and  bats. 

Would  howl  and  fquall,  and  hoot  and  fhriek,  to  meet 
“ Like  thee  a raggamuffin  in  the  ftreet. 


“ The  fervant  maids  of  * Windfor,  from  each  fhop, 
‘‘  Some  pointing  brooms,  and  fome  a fcornful  mop, 
“ Their  loyal  fentiments  would  difembogue, 

“ And  taunting  cry,  ' There  goes  a lying  rogue.* 

“ Behold,  rank  impudence  thy  rhymes  infpire ; 

‘‘  Confummate  infolence  thy  verfe  provoke  I • 

Fool ! to  believe  thy  mufe  a mufe  of  fire ! 

A chimney-fweeper’s  drab,  a mufe  of  fmoke.' 

VoL.  II.  R “ The 

* Neither  is  this  true:  the  works  of  the  fublime  Bard  are 
fold  publicly  at  Windfor. 
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The  very  bellman’s  rhymes  poflefs  more  merit. 
“ Nay,  * Nichols*  magazine  exceeds  in  fpirit: 

« A printer’s  devil,  with  conceit  fo  drunk, 

« Who  publiflies  for  gentleman  and  trunk ; 

“ Who  fets  up  author  on  old  Bowyer’s  fcraps  j 
Bowyer,  whofe  pen  recorded  all  the  raps 
“ That  hungry  authors  gave  to  Bowyer’s  door, 
‘‘To  fwell  the  curious  literary  ftore: 


“ Who  on  a purblind -farltiquarian’s  back, 

“ A founder’d,  broken-winded  hack, 

“ Rides  out  to  find  old  farthings,  nails,  and  bones 
“ On  darkeft  coins  the  brighteft  legend  reads, 

“ On  tracelefs  copper  fees  imperial  heads, 

“ And  makes  infcriptions  older  than  the  ftones. 

“ To( 


* Miller  Weft  is  not  a judge.  John’s  Magazine  is  a fai 
farrago,  pofTeffing,  however,  the  merit  of  being  more  in  ^uan 
tity  than  other  magazines : as  for  the  quality,  John,  who  is 
moil  excellent  tradefman,  deemeth  it  of  no  importance. 

f What  a virulent  attack  on  the  penetrating  and  laborlou 
Mr.  Gough  of  Enfield  ! Can  any  thing  be  more  bitter  again 
an  antiquarian  hero  of  the  firft  fame,  for  ever  at  fifticuffs  wit 
Time,  to  make  him  difgorge  the  good  things  he  has  been,  fo 
fuch  a feries  of  ages,  devouring  ! ^ 
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Too  bids,  to  give  his  cuftomers  furprife, 

A Druid  altar  from  a pigftye  rile. 

“ Yes,  Nichols,  aping  wifdom  through  his  glalTes^ 
Thee,  thee  Apollo’s  fcavenger,  furpalTeSi 

“ Soon  lhall  we  fee  the  Fleet  thy  carcafe  wring. 

Mean  thro’  the  prifon  grate  for  farthings  angling, 
Sufpending  feet  of  ftockings  by  a firing, 

Or  glove  or  nightcap  for  our  bounty  dangling; 

Whilll,  ilTuing  from  tliy  mouth  begrim’d  with  beard. 
Thy  pale  nofe  poking  through  thy  prifon  hole, 

“ The  hoflow  voice  of  mis’ry  will  be  heard, 

^ Kind  ge’mman,  pity  a poor  hungry  foul : 

‘ Have  pity  on  a pris’ner’s  cafe  fo  Ihocking — 

“ ‘ Good  laclyj  put  a farthing  in  the  Hocking !’ 

“ What  impudence  thus  bold  a face  to  pufh, 

“ Arm’d  with  a winking  light  of  paltry  rulli, 

“ As  if  with  Truth’s  bright  torch,  into  our  room ; 
‘‘To  dart  on  ignorance  the  fancy ’d  rays — 

“To  bid  of  barbarifm  the  empire  blaze, 

“ And  kind  illumine  Error’s  midnight  gloom  ! 
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Get  out,  and  pertly  don’t  come  troubling  ms't 
A dog  is  better  company  than  thee” 

Thus  cries  the  King’s  great  Painter  to  the  Bard  ! 
Such  is  of  peeriejs  Odes  the  bafe  reward ! 

I thank  ye — much  oblig'd  t’ye,  Mifter  West, 

For  thoughts  fo  kindy  and  ■prettily  exp  reft : 

Yet  won’t  I be  refus’d,  I won’t  indeed  j 
You  mujlj  you  Jhall  have  tale,  and  ode,  and  hint; 
This  memory  of  mine  contains  a mint: 

And  thus,  in  bold  defiance,  I proceed. 

Yet  mind  me,  as  to  our  bright  King  and  Queen, 
^heir  names  are  facred  from  the  Poet’s  fplecn — 

Peace  to  their  reign  ! they  feel  no  more  my  jokes. 
Whether  to  Hanover  they  wifely  roam. 

Or  full  as  wifely  count  their  cafti  at  home : 

My  fatire  fhall  not  hurt  the  gentlefolks. 

Pleas’d  in  a hut  to  broil  my  mutton  bone^ 

I figh  not  for  the  ven’fon  of  a throne : 

Nay,  flavery  doth  not  with  my  pride  agree; 

A toad-eater’s  an  imp  I don’t  admire ; 

Nor  royal  fmall-talk  doth  my  foul  defiret 
. Pve  Jeen  my  Sovereigns — that’s  enough  for  me. 
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A THOUSAND  themes  for  canvafs  I could  name. 

To  give  the  artift  beef  and  fame: 

Lo  ! * Hodfell  in  his  country  feat  fo  fine, 

% 

Where,  ’midfi:  his  tulips,  grin  ftone  apes  with  parrots  j 
Where  Neptune  foams  along  a bed  of  carrots, 

Inftead  of  cleaving ’through  his  native  brine  j 

Where  Phcebus  ftfikes  to  cabbages  his  firings ; 
Where  Love  o’er  garlick  waves  his  purple  wings  j 
Where  Mars,  to  vanquifh  beets,  heroic  leans ; 
And,  arm’d  with  lightnings,  with  terrific  eyes. 

The  great  and  mighty  Ruler  of  the  Ikies 

Sublimely  thunders  through  a bed  of  beans  j 

• 

Clofe  by  whofe  fide  the  haymakers  are  mating. 

And  Dutchmen  to  tlieir  knees  in  onions  Ikaiting.* 

• A merchant  of  tajfe. 


R 3 


A MIGHTY 
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A Mighty  Warrior  in  the  Houfe  of  I. 

Swallowing,  alas ! a bitter,  bitter  pill ; 

Eating,  poor  naan,  his  own  fad  words. 

Exceedingly  againft  his  noble  will  j, 

Whilft  Rawdon  by  his  fide,  with  martial  face, 
Commandeth  him  to  fwallow  with  a grace  j 
Would  make  an  interefting  fcene,  indeed. 

And  fliow  the  courage  of  King  Charles’s  breed ! 

How  like  a Dodtor,  forcing  down  the  throat 
Of  fome  poor  puling  child  a dofe  of  falts. 

At  which  its  little  foul  revolts. 

With  wriggling  limbs,  wry  mouths,  and  piteous  notes 
Yet  forc’d  to  take  the  formidable  purge. 

Or  tafte  a bitt’rer  dofe,  the  threaten’d  fcourge ! 

Or  Richmond,*  watchful  of  the  State’s  falvation. 
Sprinkling  his  ravelins  o’er  the  pale-nos’d  nation ; 

Now 

* The  Duke  abfolutely  ordered  cannon  to  be  made  of  leather, 
from  a fnuff-bbx-maker,  which,  at  Woolwich,  on  Saturday  the 
fecond  day  of  May,  1789,  were  ferioufly  tried,  and,  like  many 
a nobleman,  found  too  foft. 


SUBJECTS  FOR  PAINTERS. 


247 


Now  buying  leathern  boxes  up  by  tuns. 

Improving  thus  the  bodies  of  great  guns  j 
Guns  bleft  with  double  natures,  mild  and  rough. 
To  give  a broadfide,  or  a pinch  of  fnuff. 

Or  Richmond  * at  th*  enormous  reck’ning  ftruck. 
At  Portfmouth  battling  hard  about  a duck. 


A certain  high  and  mighty  Duchefs, 

Hugging  her  hufband  in  her  cat-like  clutches, 

Biting  and  tearing  him  with  brandy  zeal ; 

Whofe  flax  in  heaps  is  feen  to  fly  around, 

Whilfl;  he,  pale  wight,  emits  a plaintive  found. 

Like  animals  that  furnifli  man  with  veal ; 

Would  rriake  another  pleafing  fcene, 

Showing  the  mettle  of  an  arrant  Quean ; 

Longing  to  fhine  a firft-rate  ftar  at  Court, 

For  fatire’s  pen,  a fubjefl  of  rare  fport ; 

R 4 Longing 

* At  Portfmouth  his  Grace,  not  long  fince,  befpokc  a dinner 
for  a few  friends ; and  becaufe  no  fork  had  entered  a roafted 
duck,  Charles  Lenox,  Duke  of  Richmond,  Earl  of  March, 
Mailer  General  of  the  Ordnance,  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Cuftos 
Rotulorum  of  the  county  of  Suflex,  Duke  of  Lenox  in  Scotland, 
and  Aubigny  in  France,  Knight  of  the  Moll  Noble  Order  of  the 
Garter,  &c.  thought  it  a grievous  impofition,  and  ordered  the 
landlord  of  the  inn  to  dedufl  the  eighteen  pence,  the  price  of 
file  duck,  from  th  bill,  which  was  done  accordingly. 
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Longing  to  purify  a lucklefs  blood, 
Deep-ftain’d,  and  fmelling  of  its  native  mud. 

The  valiant  Gloster  at  the  army’s  head. 
Drawn  as  the  glorious  Macedonian  youth. 
In  battle  galloping  o’er  hills  of  dead. 

Would  glow  with  fuch  an  air  of  truth  !— 
Not  on  a JackaJs  mounted,  but  a fteed 
Of  old  Bucephalus's  breed. 


Salisb’ry  examining  the  iron  hands 
Of  Fame’s  and  fweet  St.  Giles’s  blackguard  bands. 
That  clap  our  Kings  to  Parliament  and  Play — - 
Salifb’ry,  too,  gauging  all  their  gaping  throats, 
Excifeman-like,  to  find  the  befl  for  notes. 

That  money  mayn’t  be  thrown  away: 

Refolv’d  from  thofe  fame  legions  of  vulgarity. 

To  get  full  pennyworths  of  popularity; 

Refolv’d  his  mafler  fhall  be  fairly  treated. 

And  not,  as  ufual,  by  his  fervants,  cheated. 


Suppofc, 
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Suppofe,  to  give  this  humour-loving  ifle 
A pretty  opportunity  to  fmile. 

You  paint  the  Solomon  of  yon  fam’d  place,* 
Where  fair  Philosophy,  the  heav’nly  dame. 

By  barb’rous  ufage  cover’d  deep  with  fhame. 

No  longer  lliows  her  exil’d  face; 

Wliere  cenf.  -per  cent,  in  value  rife, 

T oads,  tadpoles,  grafshoppers,  and  flies  ? 

Suppofe  you  paint  Sir  Joseph  all  fo  blefl:. 

With  many  a parafitical  dear  gueft, 

Swol’n  by  their  flatt’ries  as  a bladder  big. 

Throwing  away  of  learning  fuch  a wafte. 

And  proving  his  fuperior  clafTic  tafte. 

By  fwallowing  the  Jumen  of  a pig  ? 


PiTT  trying  to  unclench  Britannia’s  fill:, 

Imploring  money  for  a King ; 

Telling  moft  mournful  tales  of  civil  lift. 

The  Lady’s  tender  heart  to  wring; 

Tales 


• The  Royal  Society. 
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Tales  of  expence,  th’  effeft  of  Doftors’  bills,* 
High  price  of  blifters,  boluses,  and  pills ; 

Long  journey  to,  St.  Paul’s,  t’  oblige  the  nation. 
And  give  God  humble  thanks  for  reftoration ; 
Britannia  with  arch  look,  the  while. 

Partaking  ftrongly  of  a fmile. 

Pointing  to  that  huge  dome,^  the  nation’s  wealth  j 
W here  feople  fometimes  place  their  cafh  by  Health, 
And,  all  fo  modeji  with  their  fecret  ftore. 

Inform  the  ),vorld  they’re  poor,  yes,  very  poor.  - 


Brudenell  and  Symonds"}-  with  each  other  vying. 
Sweet  youths!  for  little  Norman's  j;  favours  fighing, 
A pifturefque  efFecS:  would  form  : 

^bat  hugging  mother  for  the  daughter’s  charms  j 
^'hisy  with  the  yielding  damfel  in  his  arms. 

Taking  the  citadel  by  ftorm ; 

^hat  running  with  the  girl  in  triumph  ofF  5 
‘I’his  with  the  (^og,  the  mother,  and  the  mufF. 

A great 

♦ The  Bank  of  England. 

f Lord  B.  and  Sir  Richard  S.’s  conteft  for  the  charming 
prize  is  well  known  to  the  Opera-Houfe. 

t A pretty  hJack-eyed  Figurante  at  the  Opera. 
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A great  Law  Chief,  whom  God  nor  Demon  fcares, 
Compell’d  to  kneel  and  pray,:*  who  /wore  his  pray’rs^ 
The  dev’l  behind  him,  pleas’d  and  grinning, 
Patting  the  angry  lawyer  on  the  flioulder. 

Declaring  nought  was  ever  bolder. 

Admiring  fuch  a novel  mode  of  finning: 

Like  this,  a fubjefl:  would  be  reckon’d  rare. 

Which  proves  what  blood-game  infidels  can  dare; 
Which  to  my  mem’ry  brings  a fact. 

Which  nothing  but  an  Englifli  tar  would  aft. 

In  fhips  of  war,  on  Sunday,  pray’rs  are  giv’n  j 
For,  though  fo  wicked,  failors  think  of  Heav’n, 
Particularly  in  a ftorm  j 
Where,  if  they  find  no  brandy  to  get  drunk. 

Their  fouls  are  in  a miferable  funk  ; 

Then  vow  they  to  th’  Almighty  to  reform. 

If  in  his  goodnefs  only  once,  once  more. 

He’ll  fuffer  them  to  clap  one  foot  on  fhore. 

In 


♦ On  the  thankfgiving  day  at  St.  Paul’s. 
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In  calms,  indeed,  or  gentle  airs. 

They  ne’er  on  week-days  pefter  Heav’n  with  pray’rs; 
For  ’tis  amongft  the  Jacks  a common  faying, 

“ Where  there’s  no  danger,  there’s  no  need  of  praying.” 

One  Sunday  morning  all  were  met 
To  hear  the  parfon  preach  and  pray. 

All  but  a boy,  who,  willing  to  forget 

That  pray’rs  were  handing  out,  had  ftol’n  away  j 
And,  thinking  praying  but  a ufelefs  talk, 

Flad  crawl’d,  to  take  a nap,  into  a calk. 

The  micher  was  found  miffing ; and  full  foon 
The  boatfwain’s  cat  fagaeious  fmelt  him  out  j 
Gave  him  a clawing  to  fomc  tunc — 

This  cat’s  a coufin  Germain  to  the  Knout.* 

" Come  out,  you  fculking  dog,”  the  boatfwain  cr/d. 
And  fave  your  damn’d  young  fmful  foul:” 

Fie  then  the  moral-mending  cat  apply’d. 

And  turn’d  him  like  a badger  from  his  hole. 

Sulky, 


• A eommon  punifliment  in  Ruflia. 
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Sulky,  the  boy  march’d  on,  nor  feem’d  to  mind  him. 
Although  the  boatfwain  flogging  kept  behind  him : 
Flog,”  cry’d  the  boy,  flog — curfe  me,  flog  away; 

I’ll  go — but  mind — God  d-mn  me  if  I’ll  fray,'* 


THE  KING  OF  SPAIN 

AND 

THE  HORSE.  ’ , 

IN  fev’nteen  hundred  fev’nty-eight, 

The  rich,  the  proud,  the  potent  King  of  Spain, 
Whcfe  anceflors  fent  forth  their  troops  to  finite 
The  peaceful  natives  of  the  weftern  main. 

With  faggots  and  the  blood-delighting  fword, 

To  play  the  devil,  to  oblige  the  Lord  ! 

For  hunting,  roafting  heretics,  and  boiling, 

Baking  and  barbecuing,  frying,  broiling. 

Was  thought  Heav’n  s caufe  amazingly  to  further; 
For  which  mofl;  pious  reafon,  hard  to  work 
They  v/ent,  with  gun  and  dagger,  knife  and  fork. 

To  charm  the  God  of  mercy  with  their  murther! 

1 fay 
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I fay,  this  King  in  fev’nty-eight  furvey’dy 
in  tapeftry  fo  rich,  pourtray’d 

A horfe  with  ftirrups,  crupper,  bridle,  faddle : 

V I 

Within  the  ftirrup,  lo,  the  Monarch  try’d 
To  fix  his  foot,  the  palfry  to  beflride; 

in  vain !— he  could  not  o’er  the  palfry  ftraddle  f 

•*  t 

Stiff  as  a Turk  the  beafl  of  yarn  remain’d. 

And  ev’ry  effort  of  the  King  difdain’d. 

Who  ’mMft  his  labours  to  the  ground  was  tumblal,- 
And  greatly  mortified  as  well  as  humbled. 

t^rodigious  was  the  ftruggle  of  the  day : 

The  horfe  attempted  not  to  run  away  j 

At  which  the  poor  chaf  d Monarch  now  ’gan  grin  j- 
And  fwore  by  ev’ry  faint  and  holy  martyr. 

He  would  not  yield  the  traitor  quarter,- 
Until  he  got  pofTeffion  of  his  fkin. 

Not  fiercer  fam’d  La  Mancha’s  knighty 
Hight  Quixote,  at  a puppet  fhow. 

Did  with  more  valour  ftoutly  fight, 

And  terrify  each  little  fqueaking  foe ; 

W’ hen  bold  he  pierc’d  the  lines,  immortal  fray; 

And  broke  their  pafteboard  bones,  and  flabb’d  th^ir 
■ hearts  of  hay. 


Not 
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Not  with  more  energy  and  fury 
The  beauteous  ftreet-walker  of  Drury 
Attacks  a fifter  of  the  fmuggling  tradcj 
Whofe  winks,  and  nods,  and  fweet  refiitlefs  fmile. 
Ah,  me  ! her  paramour  beguile. 

And  to  her  bed  of  healthy  ftraw  perfuade ; 
Where  mice  with  mufic  charm,  and  vermin  crawl. 
And  fnails  with  filver  traces  deck  the  walk 

And  now  a cane,  and  now  a whip  he  us’d ; 

And  now  he  kick’d,  and  fore  the  palfry  bruis’d ; 
Yet,  lo,  the  horfe  feem’d  patient  at  each  kick. 
And  bore  with  Chrlftian  fpirit  whip  and  ftlck  j 
And  what  exceflively  provok’d  this  Prince, 

The  horfe  fo  ftubborn  fcorn’d  ev’n  once  to  wince. 

Now  rufh’d  the  Monarch  for  a bow  and  arrow. 

To  fhoot  the  rebel  like  a fparrow; 

And  lo,  with  fhafts  well  fteel’d,  v/ith  all  his  force. 
Juft  like  a pinculhion,  he  ftuck  the  horfe  ! 

Now  with  the  fury  of  the  diaf’d  wild  boar. 

With  nails  and  teeth  the  v/ounded  horfe  he  tore ; 

Now  to  the  floor  he  brought  the  ftubborn  beaft; 
Now  o’er  the  vanquifli’d  horfe  that  dar’d  rebel, 
Moft  Indian-like,  the  Monarch  gave  a yell. 

Pleas’d  on  the  quadruped  his  eyes  to  feaft  j 
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Blefl  as  Achilles,  when  with  fatal  wound 
He  brought  the  mighty  Hector  to  the  ground. 

Yet  more  to  gratify  his  godlike  ire. 

He  vengeful  flung  the  palfry  in  the  fire  ! 

Showing  his  pages  round,  poor  trembling  things. 

How  dang’rous  to  refill  the  will  of  Kings, 


LORD  BRUDENELL  and  the  EUNUCH. 

A LORD,  moil:  mufically  mad. 

Yet  with  a tafte  fuperlatively  bad, 

Afk’d  a fqueal  eunuch  to  his  houfe  one  day  j 
A poor  old  JemiviVi  whofe  throat 
Had  loft  its  love-refounding  note, 

Which  *Art  had  giv’n,  and  Time  had  ftol’n  away. 

Signor  Squalini,”  with  a folemn  air. 

The  Lord  began,  gfave  rifing  from  his  chair. 

Taking  Squalini  kindly  by  the  hand — 

“ Signor  Squalini,  much  I fear 
I’ve  got  a moft  unlucky  ear. 

And  that  ’tis  known  to  all  the  mufic  band. 

Fond’ 
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“ Fond  of  abufe,  each  fiddling  coxcomb  carps; 

And,  true  it  is,  I don’t  know  flats  from  fhafps  i 
''  Indeed,  Signor  Squalini,  ’tis  no  hum; 

So  ill  doth  mufic  with  my  organs  fuit, 

“ I fcarcely  know  a fiddle  from  a flute. 

The  hautbois  from  the  double  drum. 

Now  though  with  Lords,  a number,  of  this  nation, 
I go  to  Op’ras,  more  through  fafhion 
‘‘  Than  for  the  love  of  mufic,  I could  wifh 
“ The, world  might  think  I had  fome  little  tafte, 

Tliat  thofe  two  ears  were  tolerably  chafte; 

But,  Sir,  I am  as  flupid  as  a fifh. 

Get  me  the  credit  of  a Cognojcente^ 

**  Gold  flia’n’t  be  wanting  to  content  ye.’* 

Bravijfimol  my  Ldr,”  reply’d  Squalini, 

With  acquiefcent  bow,  and  fmile  of  fuavity ; 

De  nobleman  mufs  never  look  de  ninny.” — 

True,”  grunts  the  noble  Lord,  with  German 
gravity. 

My  Lor,  ven  men  vant  money  in  der  purfe, 

“ Dey  do  no  vant  de  vorld  to  tink  dem  poor ; 

“ Becaufe,  my  Lor,  dat  be  von  fliabby  curfe; 

Dis  all  fame  ting  wid  ignorance,  my  Lor.” 

VoL.  II.  S Right,” 
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Right,’*  cry’d  his  Lordfhip  in  a grumbling  tone. 
Much  like  a maftiff  jealous  of  his  bone. 

\ 

**  But  firft  I want  fome  technicals,  Signor*” — 
Bowing,  the  Eunuch  anfwer’d — “ Ifs,  my  Lor; 

I teafh  your  Lorlhip  queekly,  queekly,  all— 

“ Dere  vat  be  call  de  Joftemto  note, 

**  Dat  be  ven  finger  oppen  vide  de  troat. 

And  den  for  long  time  make  de  fquawl,  fquawl, 
fquawl ; 

Mufh  lon'g,  long  note,  dat  do  continue  while 
“ A man,  my  Lor,  can  valk  a mile. 

“ My  Lor,  der  likewife  be  de  cromatiqiiey 
As  if  de  finger  vas  in  greef,  or  lick. 

And  had  de  colick — dat  be  ver,  ver  fine : 

“ De  high,  oh,  dat  mufician  call  Joprano ; 

“ De  low  voice,  hajfo ; de  foff  note,  piano — 

Brayoura,  queek,  bold — here  Marchefi  fiiine. 

Dis  Mara,  too,  and  Billington,  do  know— 

“ Allegro i quick;  Adagio^  be  de  flow; 

■dp 

Potnpojoj  dat  be  manner  make  de  roar : 

**  Maejiofoj  dat  be  flow,  grand,  nobel  ting, 

Mufli  like  de  voice  of  Emperor,  or  de  King  ; 

Or  you,  my  Lor, 


Whei 
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When  in  de  Houfe  you  make  de  grand  oration. 
For  fave,  my  Lor,  de  noble  Englis  nation. 

" Da,  Capo,  dat’sj  my  Lor,  begin  again,  ’ 

“ And  end,  my  Lor,  wid  de  firft  ftrain.’* 

Thus  having  giv’n  his  lelTon,  and  a bow. 

With  high  complacency  his  Lordfliip  fmil’d : 

t 

Unravell’d  was  his  Lordlhip’s  pucker’d  brow. 

His  fcowling  eye,  like  Luna’s  beams,  fo  mild: 

Such  is  th’  efFeft,  when  fiatt’ries  fweet  Cajole 
That  praife- admiring  wight  yclept d the  foul ; 

And  from  the  days  of  Adam  ’tis  the  cafe. 

That  great’s  the  fympathy  ’twixt  foul  and  face. 

“ Signor  Squalini,”  cry’d  the  happy  Lord, 

The  Op’ra  is  begun,  upon  my  word — > 

” Allans.^  Signor,  and  hear  me — mind, 

“ As  foon  as  ever  you  fliall  find 
“ A finger’s  voice  above  or  under  pitch, 

" Juft  touch  my  toe,  or  give  my  arm  a twitch,” 

**  Ifs,  ifs,  my  Lor,  (the  Eunuch  ftrait  rcply’d) 

" My  Lor,  I flieet  clofe  by  your  Lordfhip  fide; 

S 2 


And 


i6o 


SUBJECTS  FOR  PAINTERS. 


And  den,  accordin  to  your  Lorfhip  wifli,! 

I give  your  Lorfhip  elbow  littel  twifh.” 

Now  to  the  Opera,  mufic’s  founds  to  hear,' 

The  old  Caftrato  and  the  noble  Peer 
Proceeded — Near  the  orcheftra  they  fat. 

Before  the  portals  of  the  fingers’  throats  I 

The  critic  couple  moufing  for  bad  notes  ^ I 

With  all  the  keennefs  of  a hungry  cat.  - v 

Now -came  an  note — - » 

The  Eunuch  twitch’d  his  Lordfhip’s  coat: 

Full-mouth’d  at  once  his Lordfhip roar’d  out  '^Pfha!” 
Sudden  the  orchefta,  amaz’d,  turn  round 
To  find  from  whence  arofe  the  critic  found. 

When,  lo  ! they  heard  the  Lord,  and  faw  ! 

The  Eunuch  kept  moft  ilily  twitching; 

His  frowning  Lordfhip  all  the  while, 

(Not  in  the  cream  of  courtly  ftyle) 

Be  -dogging  this  poor  finger,  that  h^-bitching ; 
Uniting,  too,  a hoft  of  d-xmnmg  p/has^ 

Reap’d  a moft  plenteous  harvefl:  of  applaufe ; 

Grew  from  that  houi'  a Lord  of  tuneful  fkill. 

And,  though  the  Eunuch’s  dead,  remains  fb  flill. 
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TO  THE  ACADEMICIANS. 

Suppose  you  paint  the  Dev’l,  with  fmiling  mien, 
Whifp’ring  deceit  to  any  King  or  Queen, 

’Tis  what  the  prince  of  foot  hath  often  done : 

For  lo,  with  many  a King  and  many  a Queen, 

In  clofe  confab  the  gentleman  is  feen— - 
With  fuch  hath  Satan  oft  a world  of  fun  j 
IN/Iore  fun,  or  diadems  are  much  bely’d. 

Than  all  the  little  under- world  befide  ! 

I 

The  Dev’l’s  a fellow  of  much  fterling  humour, 

If  we  may  credit  public  rumour ; 

And  all  fo  civil  in  each  a6t  and  look. 

That,  whenfoever  we  incline 
On  fomc  rare  difh  of  fin  to  dine. 

We  can’t  employ  a readier,  nicer  cook. 

Who,  too,  fo  generous  difdains 
To  take  a fixpence  for  his  pains-^ 

Nay,  at  our  money  would  be  vext ; 

Happy  to  pleafe  us  gratis  with  his  art. 

Provided,  when  from  tins  world  we  depart. 

We  j'oin  his  fire-ftde  in  the  next. 

S 3 Like 


y 


<262  SUBJECTS  FOR  PAINTERS, 

Like  Gloucester,  who  for  pay  can  leave  his  party; 
Some  years  ago  I join’d  his  corps  fo  hearty. 

Thinking  the  Prince  of  Erebus  ill  treated : 

Fir’d  by  the  fubje<5t,  in  my  rhyming  mode, 

I complimented  Satan  with  an  Ode, 

Which,  for  the  brulhmen’s  fake,  lhall  be  repeated. 


ODE  TO  THE  DEVIL, 

INGRATUM  ODI. 

PRINCE  of  the  dark  abodes ! I weei^ 
Your  Highnefs  ne’er  till  now  hath  feen 
Y ourfelf  in  metre  Ihine ; 

Ne’er  heard  a fong  with  praife  fincerc. 
Sweet  warbled  on  your  fmutty  ear. 

Before  this  Ode  of  mine. 

Perhaps  the  reafon  is  too  plain. 

Thou  try ’ft  to  ftarve  the  tuneful  train. 

Of  potent  verfe  afraid ; 

And  yet  I vow,  in  all  my  time. 

I’ve  not  beheld  a fingle  rhyme 
That  ever  fpoil’d  thy  trade. 
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[Ve  often  read  thofe  pious  whims — 

John  Wesley’s  fweet  damnation  hymns. 

That  chant  of  heav’nly  riches. 

What  have  they  done  ? — thofe  heav’nly  ftrains, 
Devoutly  fqueez’d  from  canting  brains. 

But  fill’d  John’s  earthly  breeches? 

There’s  not  a ftioeblack  in  the  land. 

So  humbly  at  the  world’s  command. 

As  thy  old  cloven  foot  j 
Like  lightning  doft  thou  fly,  when  call’d, 

A.nd  yet  no  pickpocket’s  fo  maul’d 
As  thou,  O Prince  of  Soot ! 

What  thoufands,  hourly  bent  on  fin. 

With  fupplication  call  thee  in. 

To  aid  them  to  purfue  it ! 

Yet,  when  detected,  with  a lie 

Ripe  at  their  fingers’  ends,  they  cry. 

The  Devil  made  me  do  it.” 

( 

Behold  the  fortunes  that  are  made. 

By  men  through  roguifh  tricks  in  trade ! 

Yet  all  to  thee  are  owing — 
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And  though  we  meet  it  ev’iy  day. 

The  fneaking  rafcals  dare  not  fay. 

This  is  the  Devil' ^ doing. 

As  to  thy  company.  I’m  fure. 

No  man  can  Ihun  thee  on  that  fcore  j 
The  very  beft  is  thine : 

With  Kings,  Queens,  Minifters  of  State, 
Lords,  Ladies,  I have  feen  thee  great. 
And  many  'a  grave  Divine. 

I’m  forely  griev’d  at  times  to  find^ 

The  very  inftant  thou  art  kind, 

- Some  people  fo  uncivil. 

When  aught  offends,  with  face  awry,  ] 
With  bafe  ingratitude  to  cry, 

“ I wifh  it  to  the  devil.” 

Hath  fome  poor  blockhead  got  a wife. 
To  be  the  torment  of  his  life. 

By  one  eternal  yell  j 

The  fellow  cries  out  coarfely,  Zounds ! 
“ I’d  give  this  moment  twenty  pounds 
“To  fee  the  jade  in  hell,”  . 
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Should  Heav'n  their  pray’rs  fo  ardent  g/  ant, 
Thou  never  company  wouldft  want 
To  make  thee  downright  mad; 

For  mind  me,  in  their  wifhing  mood. 

They  never  oflFcr  thee  what’s  good. 

But  ev’ry  thing  that’s,  bad. 

My  honeft  anger  boils  to  view 
A fnuffling,  long-fac’d,  canting  crew. 

So  much  thy  humble  debtors, 

\ 

Rufhing,  on  Sundays,  one  and  all. 

With  defp’rate  pray’rs  thy  head  to  maul. 
And  thus  abufe  their  betters. 

To  feize  one  day  in  ev’ry  week. 

On  thee  their  black  abufe  to  wreak. 

By  whom  their  fouls  are  fed 
Each  minute  of  the  other  fix. 

With  ev’ry  joy  that  heart  can  fix. 

Is  impudence  indeed ! 

t 

Blufhing,  I own  thy  pleafmg  art 
Hath  oft  feduc’d  my  vagrant  heart, 

* And  led  my  fteps'to  joy — 


The 
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The  charms  of  beauty  have  been  mine  i 
And  let  me  call  the  merit  thine. 

Who  brought’!!;  the  lovely  toy. 

No,  Satan — -if  I alk  thy  aid. 

To  give  my  arms  the  blooming  maid, ' 

I will  not,  through  the  nation  all. 
Proclaim  thee  (like  a gracelefs  imp) 

A vile  old  good-for-nothing  pimp. 

But  fay,  ‘‘  ’tis  thy  voca,tion,  Hal.”* 

Since  truth  muft  out — 1 feldom  knew 
What  ’twas  high  pleafure  to  purfue. 

Till  thou  hadft  won  my  heart : 

So  focial  were  we  both  together. 

And  beat  the  hoof  in  ev’ry  weather, 

I never  wilh’d  to  part. 

Yet  when  a child — good  Lord ! I thought 
That  thou  a pair  of  horns  hadft  got. 

With  eyes  like  faucers  flaring ! 

And  then  a pair  of  ears  fa  flout, 

A monftrous  tail  and  hairy  fnout. 

With  claws  beyond  comparing. 
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^Taught  to  avoid  the  paths  of  evil, 

^ By  day  I us’d  to  dread  the  Devil ; 

And  trembling  when  ’twas  night, 

i • 

Methought  I faw  thy  horns  and  ears. 
Then  fung  or  whiftled  to  my  fears, 
i And  ran  to  chafe  my  fright. 

And  ev’ry  night  I went  to  bed, 

' I fweated  with  a conftant  dread. 

And  crept  beneath  the  rug 
There,  panting,  thought  that  in  my  fleep 
Thou  flily  in  the  dark  wouldft  creep,  [ ^ 
And  eat  me,  though  fo  fnug. 

A haberdalher’s  (hop  is  thine. 

With  fins  of  all  forts,  coarfe  and  fine. 

To  fuit  both  man  and  maid: 

Thy  wares  they  buy,  with  open  eyes ; 

> How  cruel  then,  with  conftant  cries, 

To  vilily  thy  trade ! 

To  fpeak  the  truth,  indeed.  I’m  loath— 
Life’s  deem’d  a mawkifh  di(h  of  broth. 
Without  thy  aid,  old  Sweeper : 


So 
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So  mawkifh,  few  will  put  it  down. 

E’en  from  the  cottage  to  the  crown, 
Witliout  thy  fait  and  pepper. 

O Satan,  whatfoever  geer 
Thy  Proteus  form  lhall  choofe  to  wear, 
Black,  red,  or  blue,  or  yellow  j 
Whatever  hypocrites  may  fay. 

They  think  thee  (truft  my  honeft:  lay) 

A moft  bewitching  fellow, 

*Tis  order’d  (to  deaf  ears,  alas!) 

To  praife  the  bridge  o’er  which  we  pafs 
Yet  often  I difcover 
, A numerous  band  who  daily  make 
An  eafy  bridge  of  thy  poor  back. 

And  damn  it  when  tliey’re  over. 

Why  art  thou  then,  with  cap  in  hand, 
Obfequious  to  a gracelefs  band, 

' Whofe  fouls  are  fcarce  worth  taking  ? 
O Prince,  purfue  but  my  advice. 

I’ll  teach  your  Highnefs  in  a trice 
To  fe't  them  all  a quaking. 
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Plays,  op’ras,  mafqiierades,  deftroy ; 

Lock  up  each  charming  fills  de  jotsi 
Give  race-horfes  the  glander — 

The  dice-box  break,  and  burn  each  card— 

Let  virtue  be  its  own  reward. 

And  gag  the  mouth  of  ilander ; 

/ 

In  one  week’s  time,  TlUay  my  life,  . 

There’s  not  a man,  nor  maid,  nor  wife. 

That  will  not  glad  agree. 

If  thou  wilt  charm  ’em  as  before,  - ' ' 

To  Ihow  their  nofe  at.church  no  more. 

But  quit  their  God  for  thee. 

’Tis  now  full  time  my  Ode  (hould  end;  . j,.  ? 
And  now  I tell  thee  like  a friend, 

Howe’er  the  world  may  fcout  thee. 

Thy  ways  are  all  fo  wond’rous  winning. 

And  folks  fo  very  fond  of  finning. 

They  cannot  do  without  thee. 


THE 
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THE  TENDER  HUSBAND* 

X-rfO,  to  the  cruel  hand  of  Fate, 

My  poor  dear  Grizzle,  meek-foul’d  mate, 
Religns  her  tuneful  breath — - 
Though  dropp’d  her  jaw,  her  lip  though  pale. 
And  blue  each  harmlefs  finger  nail. 

She’s  beautiful  in  death. 

As  o’er  her  lovely  limbs  I weep, 

I fcarce  can  thick  her  but  afleep— 

How  wonderfully  tame ! 

And  yet  her  voice  is  really  gone, 

And  dim  thofe  eyes  that  lately  fhone 
With  all  the  lightning’s  flame. 

Death  was,  indeed,  a daring  wight. 

To  take  it  in  his  head  to  finite — 

To  lift  his  dart  to  hit  her ; 

For  as  fhe  was  fo  great  a woman. 

And  car’d  a Angle  fig  for  no  man, ' 

I thought  he  fear’d  to  meet  her. 

I 

Still  is  that  voice,  of  late  fo  ftrong. 

That  many  a fweet  Capriccio  fung. 

And  beat  in  founds  the  fpheres  ? 
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No  longer  muft  thofe  fingers  play 
“ Britons,  ftrike  homd,”  that  many  a day 
Have  footh’d  my  ravifli’d  ears  ? 

Ah  me ! indeed  I’m  much  inclin’d 

\ 

To  think  I now  might  fpeak  my  mind, 
Nor  hurt  her  dear  repofe; 

Nor  think  I now  with  rage  fhe’d  roar, 
Were  I to  put  my  fingers  o’er. 

And  touch  her  precious  nofe. 

Here  let  me  philofophic  paufe^ — ■ 

How  wonderful  are  Nature’s  laws! 

, When  lady’s  breath  retires. 

Its  fate  the  flaming  paffions  lhare, 
Supported  by  a little  air, 

Like  culinary  fires ! 

Whene’er  I hear  the  bagpipe’s  note. 

Shall  Fancy  fix  on  Grizzle’s  throat, 
And  loud  inftruftive  lungs ; 

O Death,  in  her,  though  only  one, 

\ Arc  loft  a thoufand  charms  unknown, 
i At  leaft  a thoufand  tongues. 


Scon 


272  SUBJECTS  FOR  PAINTERS. 

Soon  as  1 heard  her  laft  fwcet  figh, 

And  faw  her  gently- clofing  eye. 

How  great  was  my  furprife  ! 

Yet  have  I not,  with  impious  breath. 
Accus’d  the  hard  decrees  of  death. 

Nor  blam’d  the  righteous  Ikies. 

Why  do  I groan  in  deep  defpair. 

Since  Ihe’ll  be  foon  an  angel  fair  ? 

Ah ! why  my  bofom  fmite  ? 

Could  grief  my  Grizzle’s  life  reftore  ! — 
But  let  me  give  fuch  ravings  o’er — 
Whatever  is,  is  right. 

Oh,  Doflor!  you  are  come  too  late;  ■ 

No  more  of  phyfic’s  virtues  prate. 

That  could  not  fave  my  lamb : 

Not  one  more  bolus  fhall  be  giv’n — 

You  fhall  not  ope  her  mouth,  by  heav’n. 
And  Grizzle’s  gullet  cram. 

Enough  of  boluses,  poor  heart. 

And  pills,  fhe  took,  to  load  a cart. 

Before  fhe  clos’d  her  eyes ; 
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But  now  my  word  is  here  a law. 

Zounds  ! with  a bolus  in  her  jaw. 

She  fhall  not  feek  the  fkies. 

i 

Good  Sir,  good  Doctor,  go  away  j 
To  hear  my  fighs  you  muft  not  flay. 

For  this  my  poor  loft  treafure: 

I thank  you  for  your  pains  and  fkill ; 

When  next  you  come,  pray  bring  your  bill ; 
ril  pay  it.  Sir,  with  pleafure. 

Ye  friends  who  come  to  niourn  her  doom. 
For  God’s  fake  gently  tread  th^  room, 

Nor  call  her  from  the  bleft: 

In  fofteft  filence  drop  the  tear. 

In  whifpers  breathe  the  fervent  pray’r,- 
To  bid  her  fpirit  reft. 

Reprefs  the  fad,  the  wounding  fcream ; 

I cannot  bear  a grief  extreme — 

Enough  one  little  figh — 

Befides,  the  loud  alarm  of  grief. 

In  many  a mind  may  ftart  belief. 

Our  noife  is  all  a lie. 

Good  nurfes,  fhroud  my  lamb  with  care; 
Her  limbs,  with  gentleft  fingers,  fpare  \ 

Her  mouth,  ah  ! flowly  clofe  j 
VoL.  II.  T 
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Her  mouth,  a magic  tongue  that  held ; 

' Whofe  fofteft  tone,  at  times,  compell’d. 
To  peace,  my  loudeft  woes. 

And,  carpenter,  for  my  fad  fake. 

Of  ftouteft  oak  her  coffin  make— 
rd  not  be  dingy,  fure : 

Procure  of  fteel  the  ftrongeft  fcrews  j 
For  who  would  paltry  pence  refule. 

To  lodge  his  wife  fecurc? 

Ye  people  who  the  corpfe  convey. 

With  caution  tread  the  doleful  way. 

Nor  ffiake  her  precious  headj 
Since  Fame  reports,  a coffin  toft 
With  carelefs  fwing  againft  a poll. 

Did  once  difturb  the  dead. 

Farewell,  my  love,  for  ever  loft ! 

Ne’er  troubled  be  thy  gentle  ghoft. 
That  I again  will  woo — 

By  all  our  paft  delights,  my  dear. 

No  more  the  marriage  chain  I’ll  wtar, 

P — X take  me  if  I do ! 
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THE  SOLDIER 

AND  THE 

VIRGIN  MARY*' 

A T A L E. 

.A.  SOLDIER  at  Loretto’s  wondVoiis  chape], 
To  parry  from  his  foul  the  wrath  drvine. 

That  follow’d  mother  Eve’s  unlucky  apple. 

Did  vilit  oft  the  Virgin  Mary’s  Ihrinej 
Who  ev’ry  day  is  gorgeoufly  deck’d  out. 

In  filks  or  velvets,  jewels,  great  and  fmall. 

Juft  like  a fine  young  lady  for  a rout, 

A concert,  opera,  wedding,  or  a ball. 

At  firft  the  Soldier  at  a diftance  kept. 

Begging  her  vote  and  intereft  in  heav’n : 

With  feeming  bitternefs  the  finner  wept. 

Wrung  his  two  hands,  and  hop’d  to  be  forgiv’n; 
Dinn’d  her  two  ears  with  Ave-Mary  flummery  s 
Declar’d  what  miracles  the  dame  could  do, 

Ev’n  with  her  garter,  Blocking,  or  her  flioe. 

And  fuch  like  wonder-working  mummery. 

T 2 
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What  anfwer  Mary  gave  the  wheedling  Tinner,' 
Who  nearly,  and  more  nearly  mov’d  to  win  her. 
The  mufty  mouth  of  Hift’ry  doth  not  mention; 
And  therefore  I can’t  tell  but  by  invention. 

One  day  as  he  was  making  love  and  praying. 
And  pious  Aves,  thick  as  herrings,  faying. 

And  damned  fins  fo  manifold  confeffing. 

He  drew,  as  if  to  whifper,  very  near. 

And  twitch’d  a pretty  diamond  from  her  ear, 
Inftead  of  taking  the  good  lady’s  bleifing. 

Then  off  he  fet  with  nimble  Thanks, 

Nor  once  turn’d  back  to  give  her  thanks  :• 

A hue  and  cry  the  thief  purfu’d. 

Who,  to  his  cofl.  Toon  underftood 

That  he  was  not  arriv’d  beyond  the  paw 

Of.  that  fame  long-legg’d  tiger,  chriften’d  Law^ 

With  horror  did  his  Judges  quake: 

As  for  the  tender-confcienc’d  Jury, 

Tliey  doom’d  him  quickly  to  the  ftake. 

Such  was  their  dcv’lifli  pious  fury^ 


Howev^ 
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However,  after  calling  him  hard  names,  ' 

They  afk’d  if  ought  he  had  in  vindication. 

To  fave  his  wretched  body  from  the  flames. 

And  finful  foul  from  terrible  damnation  ? 

The  Soldier  anfwer’d  them  with  much  Jang-froid, 
Which  feem’d  to  Ihow,  of  fm,  a confeience  void. 
That,  if  they  meant  to  kill  him,  they  might  kill: 
As  for  the  diamond  which  they  found  about  him. 

He  hop’d  their  Worfhips  would  by  no  means  doubt  him, 
That  Madam  gave  it  hiiri  from  pure  good  will. 

t K 

f 

The  anfwer  turn’d  both  Judge  and  Jury  pale: 

The  punifhment  was  for  a time  deferr’d. 

Until  his  Holinefs  fhould  hear  the  tale, 

* 

And  his  infallibility  be  heard. 

The  Pope  to  all  his  Counfellors  made  known 
This  ftrange  affair — to  Cardinals  and  Friars, 

Good  pious  gentlemen,  who  ne’er  were  known 
To  act  like  hypocrites,  and  thieves,  and  liars. 

The  queftion,  now  was  banded  to  and  fro. 

If  Mary  had  the  pow’r  to  give^  or  no  ? 


' T 3 
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That  Mary  could  not  give  it,  was  to  fay. 

The  wonder-working  Lady  wanted  pow’r— 

This  was  a ftnmbling  block  that  flopp’d  the  way— , 
This  made  Pope,  Cardinals,  and  Friars,  low’r. 

T o fa ve  the  Virgin’s  credit,  lo  ! 

And  keep  fecure  the  di’monds  that  were  leftj 
They  faid,  fhe  mighty  indeed,  the  gem  beftow>. 
And  confecjuently  it  might  be  no  theft : 

But  then  they  pafs’d  immediately  an  A61, 

That  ev’ry  one  difcover’d  in  the  fa£l 
Of  taking  prefents  from  the  Virgin’s  hand, 

Or  from  the  Saints  of  any  land. 

Should  know  no  mercy,  but  be  led  to  flaughter. 
Flay’d  here,  and  fry’d  eternally  hereafter. 

Ladies,  Fdeem  the  moral  much  too  clear 
To  need  poetical  affiflance; 

^hich  bids  you  not  let  men  approach  too  near. 
But  keep  the  faucy  fellows  at  a diflance  i 
Since  men  you  find,  fo  bold,  are  apt  to  feize 
Jewels  from  ladies,  ey’n  upon  their  knees! 
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AN  ODE  TO  EIGHT  CATS, 


BELONGING  TO 

ISRAEL  MENDEZ,  A JEW. 


Scene,  the  Street  in  a Country  Town, 

The  Time,  Midnight — The  Poet  at  his  Charnher  Window,  in  his  Shirty 

Singers  of  Ifrael,  O yc  fmgers  fwect. 

Who,  with  your  gentle  mouths  from  car  to- car, 

' Pour  forth  rich  fymphonies  from  ftreet  to  ftre^. 

And  to  the  fleeplefs  wretch  the  night  endear ! 

1 

r 

i 

I Lo ! In  my  fliirt,  on  you  thefe  eyes  I fix, 
i Admiring  much  the  quaintnefs  of  your  tricks : 

I Your  frifkings,  crawlings,  fqualls,  I much  approve; 
Your  fpittings,  pawings,  high-rais’d  rumps, 

Sweird  tails,  and  merry-andrew  jumps. 

With  the  wild  minftrelfy  of  rapt’rous  love. 

^low  fweetly  roll  your  goofeb’rry  eyes. 

As  loud  you  tune  your  am’rous  cries, 

T 4 , Aftd 


28o 


SUBJECTS  FOR  PAINTERS. 


And,  loving,  fcratch  each  other  black  and  blue ! 
No  boys  in  wantonnefs  now  bang  your  backs  i 
No  curs,  nor  fiercer  maftiffs,  tear  your  flax  j 

But  all  the  moon-rlight  world  fpenns  made  for  you. 

Singers  of  Ifrael,  ye  no  parfons  want 
To  tie  the  matrimonial  cord; 

Ye  call  the  matrimonial  fervice,  cant — ; 

Like  our  firft  parents,  take  each  other’s  word ; 
On  no  one  ceremony  pleas’d  to  fix — 

To  jump  not  even  o’er  two  flicks. 

You  want  no  furniture,  alas  1 

Spit,  fpoon,  difn,  frying-pan,  nor  ladle  j 
No  iron,  pewter,  copper,  tin; ' nor  brafs ; 

No  nurfes,  wet  or  dry,  nor  cradle, 

(Which  cuftom,  for  our  Chrijlian  babes,  enjoins) 
To  rock  the  flaring  offspring  of  your  loins. 

Nor  of  the  lawyers  have  you  need. 

Ye  males,  before  you  feek  your  bed. 

To  fettle  pin-money  on  Madam : 

No  fears  of  cuckoldom,  heav’n  blefs  ye. 

Are  ever  harbour’d  to  diflrefs  ye. 

Tormenting  people  fince  die  days  of  Adam. 
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No  fchools  ye  want  for  fine  behaving; 

No  powdering,  painting,  wafhing,  fhaving; 

No  nightcaps  fnug — no  trouble  in  undrefling 
Before  ye  feck  your  ftrawy  neft. 

Pleas’d  in  each  other’s  arms  to  reft. 

To  feaft  on  lufcious  Love,  heav’n’s  greateft  bleffing. 

Good  gods ! ye  fweet  love-chanting  rams ! 

How  nimble  are  ye  with  your  hams 
To  mount  a houfe,  to  fcale  a chimney-top; 

And,  peeping  down  tiiat  chimney’s  hole. 

Pour,  in  a tuneful  cry,  th’  impafiion’d  foul. 
Inviting  Mifs  Grimalkin  to  come  up: 

Who,  fweet  obliging  female,  far  from  coy, 

Anfwers  your  invitation  note  with  joy ; 

And,  fcorjiing  ’midft  the  allies  more  to  mope, 

Lo  ! borne  on  Love’s  all-daring  wing. 

She  mounteth  with  a pickle-herring  fpring. 
Without  th’  afliftance  of  a rope. 

Dear  moufing  tribe,  my  limbs  are  waxing  cold — 
Singers  of  Ifrael  fweet,  adieu,  adieu  ! 

I do  fuppofe  you  need  not  now  be  told 
How  much  I wilh  that  I was  one  of  you. 
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SONG  TO  DELIA. 

Fo  RLORN  I feek  the  filent  fcenc, 

T o keep  the  image  of  my  fair  j 
Pale  o’er  the  fountain’s  brink  I lean. 

And  view  the  fpeftre  of  delpair. 

Why  Ihould  my  heart  forget  its  woe  ? 

The  virgin  would  have  mourn’d  for  me. — 
O nymph,  th’  eternal  tear  fliall  flow ; 

The  figh  unceafing  breathe  of  thee. 

Forgetful  of  the  parted  maid. 

Too  many  an  unfeeling  fwain 
Forfakes  of  folitude  the  fhade. 

For  Pleasure’s  gay  and  wanton  train. 

Yet,  yet  of  conftancy  they  boaft! 

Their  eafy  hearts  their  tongues  belie — 
Who  loves,  reveres  the  fair-one’s  ghoft. 

And  feeks  a pleafure  in  a figh. 
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SIR  J o-s  EPH  BANKS 

AND 

THE  T H I E F-T  AKERS. 

Sir  JOSEPH,  fav’rite  of  great  Queens  and  Kings, 
Whofe  wifdom,  weed  and  infe6l  hunter  fings  j 
And  ladies  fair  applaud,  with  fmile  fo  dimpling; 
Went  forth  one  day,  amidft  the  laughing  fields. 
Where  Nature  fuch  exhauftlefs  treafure  yields, 

A fimpling ! 

It  happen’d  on  the  felf-fame  morn  fo  bright. 

The  nimble  pupils  of  Sir  Sampson  Wright, 

A fimpling  too,  for  plants  call’d  Thieves,  proceeded; 
Of  which  the  nation’s  field  fliould  oft  be  weeded. 

Now  did  a thief-taker,  fo  fly. 

Peep  o’er  a hedge  with  cunning  eye. 

And  quick  efpy’d  the  Knight  with  folemn  air,  . 
Deep  in  a ditch  where  watercrejGTes  grow ; 

On  which  he  to  his  comrades  cry’d,  “ See,  ho !” 
Then  jump’d  (unfportfman-like)  upon  his  hare. 
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Hare-like  Sir  Joseph  did  not  fqueak,  but  bawl’d, 
With  dread  prodigioufly  appall’d. 

The  thief-takers  no  ceremony  us’d; 

But  taking  poor  Sir  Joseph  by  the  ncck^ 

They  bade  him  fpcak ; 

But  firfl;  with  names  their  captive  Knight  abus’d. 

Sir,  what  d’ye  take  me  for  ?”  the  Knight  exclaim’d. — 
A thief,”  reply ’d  the  runners,  with  a curfe : 

And  now,  Sir,  let  us  fearch  you,  and  be  damn’d” — ; 
And  dien  they  fearch’d  his  pockets,  fobs,  and  purfc  ^ 

But,  ’ftead  of  piftol  dire,  and  death-like  crape, 

A pocket  handkerchief  they  call  their  eye  oh, 
Containing  frogs  and  toads  of  various  fhape, 

• Dock,  daify,  nettletop,  and  dandelion. 

To  entertain,  with  great  propriety. 

The  members  of  his  fagc  fociety: 

Yet  would  not  alter  they  their  ftrong  belief. 

That  this  their  knighted  pris’ner  was  no  thief! 

“ Sirs,  I’m  no  highwayman,”  exclaim’d  the  Knight. — 
“ No — there,”  rejoin’d  the  runners,  "you  are  right — 

" A foqt- 
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A footpad  only — Yes,  we  know  your  trade — 
Yes,  you’re  a pretty  babe  of  grace: 

We  want  no  proofs,  old  codger,  but  your  flice; 

So  come  along  with  us,  old  blade.” 

^Twas  ufelefs  to  refift,  or  to  complain’: 
tn  vain.  Sir  Joseph  pleaded — ’twas  in  vain 
That  he  was  highly  titled,  th-at  he  fwore— 

The  inftant  that  poor  Banks  his  titles  counted. 
Which  to  an  F.  R.  S.  and  Knight  amounted. 

His  guardians  laugh’d,  and  clapp’d,  and  cry’d  efi- 
core.'* 

Sir  Joseph  told  them,  that  a neighb’ring  ’Squire 
Should  anfwer  for  it  that  he  was  no  thief : 

On  which  they  plumply  damn’d  him  for  a liar. 

And  faid  fuch  ftories  fhould  not  fave  his  beef ; 

And  if  they  underftood  their  trade. 

His  mittimus  would  foon  be  made ; 

And  forty  pounds  be  theirs,  a pretty  fum. 

For  fending  fuch  a rogue  to  kingdom  come. 

Now  to  the  ’Squire  mov’d  pris’ner  Knight  and  Co. 
The  runners  taking  him  in  tow, 
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Like  privateers  of  Britain’s  warlike  nation. 
Towing  a French  Eaft-Indiaman,  their  prize. 

So  black,  and  of  enormous  fize. 

Safe  into  port  for  condemnation. 

Whether  they  ty’d  his  hands  behind  his  back. 

For  fear  the  Knight  might  run  away. 

And  made,  indelicate,  his  breeches  flack. 

We’ve  really  no  authority  to  fay. 

And  now  the  country  people  gather’d  round, 

And  flar’d  upon  the  Knight  in  thought  profound. 
Not  on  the  fyftem  of  Linnaeus  thinking — 
Fancying  they  faw  a rogue  in  ev’ry  feature; 

Such  is  the  populace’s  horrid  nature 

Tow’rds  people  through  misfortune  finking. 

At  length,  amidfl:  much  mob  and  mire. 

Indeed  amidfl  innumerable  ranks. 

Fatigu’d,  they  reach’d  the  manfion  of  the  ’Squire, 
To  prove  th’  identity  of  Joseph  Banks. 

Now  to  the  ’Squire,  familiar  bow’d  the  Knight, 
Who  knew  Sir  Joseph  at  firfl  fight — 


What’ 
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What’s  ftrongly  mark’d,  is  quickly  known  agen — ] 
And,  with  a frown  that  awe  and  dread  commanded. 
The  thief-takers  feverely  reprimanded 
For  grofsly  thus  gentlemen : 

Then  bade  them  afk  a pardon  on  their  knees. 

Of  him  that  was  a Knight  and  F.  R.  S. 

Who,  rather  than  the  higher  pow’rs  difpleafe. 
Imagin’d  that  they  could  not  well  do  lejs, 

I 

Then  on  their  knuckles  rais’d  they  hands  and  eyes. 
And  crav’d  Sir  Joseph’s  pardon  for  belief^ 

That,  when  they  jump’d  upon  him  by  furprife. 

They  took  fo  great  a gemman  for  a thief ; 

Hoping  to  mind  th’  advice  of  godly  books. 

Viz,  not  to  judge  of  people  by  their  looks. 
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SOLOMON 

AND 

THE  MOUSE-TRAP; 


A MAN  in  rather  an  exalted  ftatioh, 

A 

Whofe  eyes  arc  always  eyes  of  admiration, 

‘ I 

Without  diftindlion,  fond  of  all  things  novel, 

Ev’n  from  the  lofty  fceptre  to  the  Ihovel — 

Juft  like  ftray’d  bullocks  faunt’ring  through  the  lanes, ' 
Made  frequent  curiofity-campaigns ; 

Sometimes  caught  grafshoppers — now,  more  profound. 
Would  fometimes  find  a pin  upon  the  ground; 
Where  if  the  head  towards  him  happ’d  to  point, 

His  mind  was  wonderfully  ftruck — •' 

Indeed  he  felt  a joy  in  ev’ry  joint,- 
Becaufe  it  always  brings  good  luck.- 

This  gentleman,  Solomon,  one  day,- 

* 

, In  queft  of  novelty  purfu’d  his  way ; 

Like  great  Columbus,  that  fam’d  navigator. 

Who  found  the  world  we’ve  loft,  acrofs  the  water. 
But  rather  on  a fomewhat  narrower  fcale, 

Lo  ! on  dry  land  the  Gentleman  fet  fail: 


That 
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That  day  it  chanc’d  to  be  his  will. 

To  make  difcoveries  at  Salt-hill; 

Where  bounce  he  hopp’d  into  a widow’s  houfe, 
Whofe  hands  were  both  employ’d  fo  clever. 

Doing  their  Very  beft  endeavour 
T o catch  that  vile  free-booter,  Monfieur  Moufe ; 
Whofe  death  fhe  oft  did  moft  devoutly  pray  for, 
Becaufe  he  eat  the  meat  he  could  not  pay  for : 

Refembling  Chriftians  in  that  faving  trick. 

Who,  wanting  to  obtain  good  cheer. 

Invented  an  ingenious  fcheme  call’d  //V^, 

That  purchafes,  like  money,  beef  and  beer: 
Poflefs’d  of  tick^  for  cafh  men  need  not  range^ 

Nor  toil  in  taking  or  in  giving  change. 

Eager  did  Solomon  fo  curious  clap 
His  rare  round  optics  on  the  widow’s  trap 
That  did  the  duty  of  a cat ; 

And  alv/ays  fond  of  ufeful  information. 

Thus  wifely  Ipoke  he  with  vociferation, 

“ What’s  that! — -What,  what?  hse,  hse?  what’s 
that  ?’* 
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To  whom  reply ’d  the  miftrefs  of  the  houfe, 

A trap,  an’t  pleafe  you.  Sir,  to  catch  a moufc.’* 

Moufc ! — catch  a moufe ! ’ ’ faid  Solomon  with  glee— 
“ Let’s  fee — let’s  fee — ’tis  comical — let’s  fee — 

Moufe ! — moufe  1” — then  pleas’d  his  eyes  began  to 
roll— 

Where,  where  doth  he  go  in  ?”  he  marvelling  cry’d— 
There,”  pointing  to  the  hole,  the  dame  reply ’d. 

“ What!  here?  “ cry’d  Solomon  j "this  hole?  this 
hole?” 

Then  in  he  pulh’d  his  finger  ’midft  the  wire. 

That  with  fuch  pains  that  finger  did  infpire. 

He  wifh’d  it  out  again  with  all  his  foul : 

However,  by  a little  fquall  and  fhaking, 

He  freed  his  finger  from  its  piteous  taking— 

That  is  to  fay,  he  got  it  from  the  hole. 

What  makes  the  moufe,  pray,  go  into  the  trap  ? 

" Something,”  he  cry’d,  " that  muft  their  palates 
pleafe.” — 

Yes,”  anfwer’d  the  fair  woman,  " Sir,  a fcrap 
''  Of  rufiy  bacon,  or  of  toafted  cheefe.” 
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Oh ! oh }”  faid  Solomon,  “ oh ! oh ! oh ! oh ! 

“ Yes,  yes,  I fee  the  meaning  of  it  now: 

“ The  moufe  goes  in,'  a rogue,  to  fteal  the  meat. 
Thinking  to  give  his  gurris  a pretty  treat.’* 

Then  laugh’d  he  loudly,  ftretch’d  his  mouth  a mile. 
Which  made  the  mufcles  of  the  widow  fmile. 

Let’s  lee,  let’s  fee,”  cry’d  Solomon — ''  let’s  fee— 
Let  me,  let  me,  let  me,  let  me,  let  me,  let  mef  ’ 
Then  took  he  up  fome  bacon,  and  did  clap 
A little  flice  fo  clever  in  the  trap  : 

Thus  did  he,  by  his  own  foie,  fage  advice. 

Induce  himfelf  to  bait  a trap  for  mice ! 

Now  home  he  hied  fo  nimbly,  whelm’d  with  glorvj 

And  told  his  family  the  wond’rous  ftory 

About  the  widow’s  cheefe  and  bacon  ferap ! 

Nought  fuffer’d  he  to  occupy  his  head, 

Save  moufe-ideas,  till  he  went  to  bed. 

Where  bleft  he  dreamt  all  night  about  the  trap^ 

* 

Here  let  me  paufe,  and  Heav’n’s  great  goodnefs 
chaunt — 

How  kind  it  is  in  gracious  Heav’n  to  grant 
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To  full-grown  gentlefolks  of  lofty  ftation,. 

A pow’r  of  relifhing  moft  trifling  things, 
Plcafures  ordain’d  for  brats  in  leading  firings. 

By  way  of  happy  harmlefs  relaxation ! 

Next  day  the  Man  of  Wifdom  came. 

All  glorious,  to  the  houfe  of  this  fair  dame. 

To  know  if  Mailer  Moufe  had  fmdt  to  bacon 
When,  lo  ! to  fill  with  joy  his  eager  eyes. 

And  load  thofe  flaring  optics  with  furprife, 

A real  moufe  was  abfolutely  taken  1 

Not  more  did  Rodney’s  joy  this  man’s  furpafs. 
When  in  his  cabin  firfl  he  faw  De  Grasse  ! 

Not  more  the  hair-brain’d  Macedonian  boy, 
Leap’d,  like  a Bedlamite,  for  joy,. 

Than  Solomon  to  fee  the  moufe  in  j*aiir 
Not  Alexander,  foe  of  great  Darius, 

(Men  that  with. rich  comparifon  fupply  us). 
When  blefl  he  caught  the  Perfian  by  the  tarl.. 

Around  the  room  the  captive  moufe  he  bore^ 
Infulting  the  poor  pris’ner  o’er  and  o’er ; 
Laughing,  " and  peeping  tlirough  the  wire. 

As  if  his  eyes  and  mouth  would  never  tire ! 
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riow  vaftly  like  to  Tamerlane  the  Great, 

Poflefs’d  of  moft  unlucky  Bajazet, 

Who  kept  the  vanquifh’d  hero  in  a cage ; 

Mock’d  him  before  his  mighty  hoft. 

With  cruel  names  and  threats,  and  grin  and  boaft. 
And  daily  thus  indulg’d  imperial  rage  ! 

Now  o’er  the  widow’s  cat,  poor  watching  pufs, 

The  great  man  triumph’d  too,  and  afk’d  the  cat. 
When  he  would  a6t  heroically  thus — 

And  if:  he  dar’d  to  venture  on  a rat  ? 

To  whom  the  cat,  as  if  in  anfwer,  mew’d. 

Which  made  the  Man  of  Wifdom  cry,  ^'Oh  ! oh!” 
As  if,  with  knowledge  of  cat-fpeech  endu’d. 

Pie  thought  that  pufs  had  anfwer’d  No.” 

On  which  he  laugh’d,  and  much  enjoy’d  the  joke — 
Then  told  the  widow  what  Grimalkin  fpoke. 

Six  days  the  Man  of  Wifdom  went 
Triumphant  to  Salt-hill,  witli  big  intent 
To  catch  the  bacon-ftealing  moufe : 

Six  mice  fuccelPively  proclaim’d  his  art, 

Widi  which,  fafe  pocketed,  he  did  depart. 

And  fhow’d  to  all  his  much-aftoniHi’d  houfe. 
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But  pleafurcs  will  not  laft  for  aye ; 

Witnefs  the  fequel  of  my  lay; 

The  widow’s  vanity,  her  fex’s  flaw. 

Much  like  the  vanity  of  other  people— 

A vapour,  like  the  blafl;  that  lifts  a ftraw. 

As  high,  or  higher,  than  Saint  Martin’s  flieeple— 

This  vanity  then  kidnapp’d  her  difcretion, 

Defign’d  by  God  Almighty  for  her  guard ; 

And  of  its  purpofe  got  the  full  completion. 

And  all  the  widow’s  future  glories  marr’d ; 

For,  lo  ! by  this  fame  vanity  impell’d. 

And  to  a middle-fiz’d  balloon, 

With^iffj  of  confequence  fublimely  fwell’d. 

She  burfted  with  th’  important  fecret  foon. 

Loud  laugh’d  the  tickled  people  of  Salt-hill  j 
Loud  laugh’d  the  merry  Windfor  folks  around; 

This  was  to  Solomon  an  ugly  pill! 

Her  fatal  error  foon  the  widow  fopnd ; 

For  Solomon  relinquilh’d  moufe-campaign, 

JTor  deign’d  to  bait  the  widow’s  trap  again  ! 


PETITIOlf 


SUBJECTS  FOR  PAINTERS. 


295 


PETITION  TO  TIME, 


IN  FAVOUR  OF, 


THE  DUCHESS  OF  DEVONSHIRE. 


1 00  long,  O Time,  in  Btenjeance\  fchool. 
Have  I been  bred,  to  call  thee  an  old  fool; 

Yet  take  I liberty  to  let  thee  know. 

That  I have  always  thought  thee  fo ; 

Full  old  art  thou,  indeed,  to  have  more  fenfej 
Then,  with  an  idle  cuftom.  Time,  difpenfe. 


Thou  really  afleft  now  like  little  mifles. 

Who,  when  a pretty  doll  they  make. 

Their  curious  fingers  itch  to  take 
T he  pretty  image  all  to  pieces : 

Thus,  after  tiiou  haft  form’d  a charming  Fair, 

Thou  canft  not  quit  the  Syren  for  thy  foul, 

TiU,  meddling,  thou  haft  fpoil’d  her  bloom  and  air. 
And  dimm’d  her  eye,  with  radiance  taught  to  roll. 

But  now  forbear  fuch  doings,  I defire  j 
Hurt  not  the  form  that  all  admire ; ' 

U 4 
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Oh,  never  with  white  hairs  her  temple  fprinklc ! 
Oh,  facred  be  her  cheek,  her  lip,  her  bloom ! 

And  do  not,  in  a lovely  dimple’s  room. 

Place  a hard  mortifying  wrinkle. 

Know,  fhouldft  thou  bid  the  beauteous  Duchefs  fade, 
Thou,  therefore,  muft  thy  own  delights  invade  j 
And  know,  ’twill  be-  a long,  long  while. 

Before  thou  giv’ft  her  equal  to  our  ifle ; 

Then  do  not  with  this  fweet  chef-d'mvre  part. 

But  keep,  to  fhow  the  triumph  of  thy  art. 


ECONOMY. 

Economy’s  a very  ufeful  broom  j 
Yet  fliould  not  ceafelefs  hunt  about  the  room 
To  catch  each  ftraggting  pin  to  make  a plumb. 
Too  oft  Economy’s  an  iron  yice. 

That  fqueezes  ev’n  the  little  guts  of  mice. 

That  peep  with  fearful  fyes,  and  alk  a crumb. 


Proper 


SUBJECTS  FOR  PAINTERS.  2^7 

Proper  Economy’s  a comely  thing; 

Good  in  a fubjedt — better  in  a King ; 

Yet,  pu fil’d  too  far,  it  dulls  each  finer  feeling,' 
Mofl  eafily  inclin’d  to  make  folks  mean ; 

Inclines  them,  too,  to  villany  to  lean,  • 

To  over-reaching,  perjury,  and  ftealing.  • 

T V ■ 

\ 

Ev’n  when  the  heart  jfhould  only  think  of  griei^ 

It  creeps  into  the  bofom  like  a thief^ 

And  fwallows  up  th’  afiedtions  all  fo  mild — 

Witnefs  the  Jewefs,  and  her  only  Child. 


THE  JEWESS  AND  HER  SON. 

POOR  Miftrefs  Levi  had  a lucklefs  fon. 

Who,  rufhing  to  obtain  the  foremoft  feat. 

In  imitation  of  th’  ambitious  great, 

High  from  the  galfiry,  ere  the  play  begun. 

He  fell  all  plump  into  the  pit. 

Dead  in  a minute  as  a nit : 

In  a fliort,  he  broke  his  pretty  Hebrew  neck ; 
Indeed  and  very  dreadful  was  the  wreck ! 


The 
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The  mother  was  diftradcd,  raving,  wildj 
Shriek’d,  tore  her  hair,  embrac’d  and  kifs’d  her  child; 

AfBided  ev’ry  heart  with  grief  around. 

Soon  as  the  fhow’r  of  tears  was  fomewhat  paft. 

And  moderately  calm  th’  hyfteric  blaft. 

She  call  about  her  eyes  in  thought  profound ; 

And  being  with  a faving  knowledge  blefs’d. 

She  thus  the  playhoufe-manager  addrefs’d : 

Slier,  I’m  de  moder  of  de  poor  Chew  lad, 

Dat  meet  mifhfartin  here  fo  bad — 

“ Sher,  I mufs  haf  de  fhilling  back,  you  know, 

“ Afs  Moses  haf  nat  fee  de  fhow.” 


BUT  as  for  Av’rice,  ’tis  the  very  devil ; 
The  fount,  alas!  of  ev’ryevil; 

The  cancer  of  the  heart — the  word  of  ills : 
Wherever  fown,  luxuriantly  it  thrives ; 

No  flow’r  of  virtue  near  it  thrives — 

Like  Aconite,  where’er  it  fpreads,  it  kills. 


In 
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In  ev’ry  Toil  behold  the  poifon  fprlng ! 

Can  taint  the  beggar,  and  infeft  the  king. 

The  mighty  Marlb’rough  pilfer’d  cloth  and  breads 
So  fays  that  gende  fatirift  ’Squire  Pope  ; 

And  Peterborough’s  Earl,  upon  this  head. 

Affords  us  little  room  to  hope. 

That  what  the  Twick’nam  Bard  avow’d. 

Might  not  be  readily  allow’d. 


THE  EARL  OF  PETERBOROUGH 

AND 


THE  MOB. 


Through  London  ftreets  upon  a day. 

The  Earl  of  Peterborough  took  his  way. 

All  in  his  pompous  coach — perhaps  to  dine : 
The  mob  of  London  took  it  in  their  head. 

This  was  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  fo  dread 
To  Frenchmen  on  the  Danube  and  the  Rhine. 


Unable 
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Unable  fuch  high  merit  to  reward. 

The  mob  refolv’d  to  fhow  a great  regard ; 

And  fo,  uniting,  join’d  their  forces 
To  draw  his  carriage,  and  difinifs  the  horfes. 

The  Earl  from  out  the  window  pok’d  his  face. 

And  told  the  rhob  that  he  was  not  his  Grace  j 
Then  bid  them  be  convinc’d,  and  look : 

Hard  of  belief,  as  ev’n  the  hardeft  Jew, 

They  plumply  told  him  that  they  better  knew  j 
Then  fwore  by  G — he  was  the  Duke } 

t * 

Then  threw  their  hats  in  air  with  loud  huzzas. 

And,  fhouting,  form’d  a thunder  of  applaufe. 

Loud  bawl’d  the  Earl  that  they  were  all  deceiv’d  j 
Loud  bawl’d  the  mob  he  fhould  not  be  believ’d : 

‘‘  Zounds!”  cry’d  the  Earl,  “be  converts,  dien, 
this  minute  j”  - 

So  throwing  fixpence  to  them,  “ There,  there,  there, 
-Take  that,”  cry’d  Peterborough,  with  a fneer— 
“ Now  if  you  think  I’m  he^  the  devil’s  in  it.” 
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ODE  TO  A DISTRESSED  BEAUTY. 


Sweet  girl,  forbear  to  droop  thy  head  with  fliame— 
What  though  the  parfon  did  not  tie  the  knot  ? 
What  though  the  boy  JJjould  come  ? — he’ll  bring  thee 
fame — 

The  world’s  an  afs,  and  cuflom  is  a fot — 

Hold  up  thy  head,  and  meet  mankind  with  pride, 
'And  throw  thy  blufhes  and  thy  fears  afide. 


Eve  had  no  parfon — for  no  prieft  was  Adam, 
And  yet  not  out  of  countenance  was  Madam : 
Her  modefty  receiv’d  no  grievous  fliocks. 
When  Mafter  Cain  was  put  upon  the  flocks; 
Nor  when,  t’  increafe  the  number  at  her  table,. 
She  fet  about  the  frame  of  Mafter  Abel. 


Once  more,  tlien,  do  not  be  afraid : 

Without  thy  boy,  a wonder  may  be  miffing; 
A likenefs  of  my  charming  maid, 

The  boy  may  do  a credit  to  thy  kiffing. 


Thou^ 
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Thou  pntt’ft  me  of  t^e  Morning  much  in  mind. 
Who  fcems  afraid  to  peep  upon  mankind  j 
So  flow  her  motions  ! all  fo  very  flow ! 

And  then  her  cheeks  fo  deep  with  crimfon  glow  5 

But  fafe  deliver’d  of  her  boy,  the  Sun, 

The  lufty  lad,  fo  proud  his  race  to  run. 

Mounts  high,  exulting  in  his  birth; 

Dries  up  her  tears,  her  blufhes  puts  to  flight, 
Tow’rs  in  bold  triumph  o’er  the  cloud  of  night. 
And  pours  a flood  of  radiance  o’er  the  earth. 

Then  let  me  kifs  away  thy  tears ; 

Oh  ! ceafe  thy  fighs,  and  be  a happy  mother } 
And  when  this  chopping  boy  appears, 

Suppofe  we  give  the  lad  a little  brother  ? 


the 
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THE  GENTLEMAN 


AND 


HIS  WIFE. 


People  may  have  too  much  of  a good  thing : 
Full  as  an  egg  of  wifdom,  thus  I ling ! 


A MAN  of  fome  fmall  fortune  had  a wife. 

Sans  doutey  to  be  the  comfort  of  his  life ; 

And  pretty  well  they  bore  the  yoke  together : 

With  little  jarring  liv’d  the  pair  one  year  j 
Sometimes  the  matrimonial  Iky  was  clear ; 

At  times  ’twas  dark,  and?  dull,  and  hazy  weather. 

% 

Now  came  the  time  when  miftrefs  in  the  llraw 

Did,  for  the  world’s  fupport,  her  fcreams  prepare  j 
And  Slop  appear’d,  with  fair  obftetric  paw. 

To  introduce  his  pupil  to  our  air; 

Whim  in  a neighb’ring  room  the  hulband  fat, 

Mufing  on  this  thing  now,  and  now  on  that ; 
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Now  fighing  at  the  forrows  of  his  wife; 
Praying  to  Heav’n  that  he  could  take  the  pain; 
But  recolledting  that  fuch  pray’rs  wfere  vain^ 

He  made  no  more  an  offer  of  his  life. 

Alone,  as  thus  he  mus’d  in  folemn  ftiidy. 

Ideas  fometimes  clear,  and  fometimes  muddyi 
In  Betty  rufli’d  with  comfortable  news : 

‘‘  Sir,  Sir,  I wilh  ye  joy,  I wifh  ye  joy; 

“ Madam  is  brought  to  bed  of  a fine  boy. 

As  fine  as  ever  flood  in  fhoes.” 

I’m  glad  on’t,  Betty,”  cry’d  the  mailer: 

“ I pray  there  may  be  no  difafter ; 

“ All’s  with  your  miflrefs,  well,  I hope?’* 
Quoth  fhe,  All’s  well  as  heart  can  well  defire 
With  Madam  and  the  fine  young  ’Squire; 

So  likewife  fays  old  Doctor  Slop.” 

Off  Betty  hurried  fall  as  fhe  could  fcoury 
Fall  and  as  hard  as  any  horfe 
That  trotteth  fourteen  miles  an  hour — 

A pretty  tolerable  courfe. 
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Soon  happy  Betty  came  again,, 

Blowing  with  all  her  might  and  main ; 

Juft  like  a grampus,  or  a whale  j 
In  founds,  too,  that  would  Calais  reach  from  Dover: 
Sir,  Sir,  more  happy  tidings  j ’tis  not  over — ■ 

And  Madam’s  brifker  than  a nightingale ; 

“ A fine  young  lady  to  the  world  is  come. 

Squalling  away  juft  as  I left  the  room; 

“ Sir,  this  is  better  than  a good  eftate,” 

Humph,”  quoth  the  happy  man,  and  fcratch’d  his 
pate. 

Now  gravely  looking  up — now  looking  down; 

Not  with  a fmile,  but  fomewhat  like  a frown — 

“ Good  God,”  fays  he,  “ why  was  not  I a cock. 
Who  never  feels  of  burd’ning  brats  the  fliock ; 

Who,  Turk-like,  ftruts  amidft  his  madams, 
Whilft  to  the  hen  belongs  the  care  [picking, 

“To  carry  them  to  eat,  or  take  the  air, 

“ Or  bed  beneath  her  wing  the  chicken  ?” 

Juft  as  this  fweet  foliloquy  was  ended. 

He  found  affairs  not  greatly  mended ; 

VoL.  II.  X 


For 
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For  in  bounc’d  Bet,  her  rump  with  rapture  jigging; 
Another  daughter.  Sir — a charming  child.” — 

‘‘  Another!”  cry’d  the  man,  with  wonder  wild; 

Zounds ! Betty,  aik  your  Miftrefs  if  fhe’s  pg- 


THE  PARSON-DEALER. 

What  pity  ’tis,  in  this  our  goodly  land, 
Amongft  the  apoftolic  band. 

So  ill  divided  are  the  loaves  and  filhes  ! 
Archbifhops,  Bifhops,  Deans,  and  Deacons, 
With  ruddy  faces  blazing  juft  like  beacons. 

Shall  daily  cram  upon  a dozen  difhes ; 

Whilft  half  th’  inferior  Caftbcks  think  it  well. 
Of  beef  and  pudding  ev’n  to  get  the  Jmell. 

A plodding  Hoftler  willing  to  be  mafter, 

' And  rife  in  this  good  world  a little  fafter. 

Left  broom  and  manger  at  the  Old  Blue  Boar; 
Meaning  by  'pars'ning  to  fupport  a table, 

Lo,  of  Divines  he  kept  a iiv’ry  ftable ; 

A pretty  ftud,  indeed — about  a fcore. 


Of 
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Of  difT rent  colours  were  his  Golpel  hacks  j- 
Some  fewr  were  whites,  indeed — but  many  blacks  : 

That  is,  fome  tolerable — many  fad^ 

And  verily,  to  give  the  Devil  his  due. 

The  man  did  decency  purfue. 

Which  Ihows  he  was  not  quite  fo  bad. 

For,  lo  ! to  dying  pcrfons  of  nobility. 

He  fent  his  parfons  of  gentility ^ 

To  give  the  neceflary  pray’r : 

To  parting  people  of  a mean  condition. 

Wanting  a foul  phyfician, 

He  fuited  them  with  blackguards  to  a hair. 

To  fuch  as  were  of  mild  diforders  dying. 

Viz.  of  the  dodor,  gouts,  or  ftones,  or  gravels. 
He  fent  good  priefls — of  manners  edifying— 

T o comfort  finners  on  their  travels ; 

But  to  low  people  in  infeftious  fever. 

Or  any  other  dangerous  one  in  vogue. 

Such  was  his  honefly,  the  man  for  ever  i 

Moft  fcrupuloufly  fent  a rogue* 

It  happen’d,  on  a day  when  Fate  was  raging, 

Crimp -like,  for  other  regions,  troops  engaging, 

X 2 When 
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When  clergymen  were  bufy  all  as  bees, 

A poor  old  dying  woman  fent 

To  this  fame  parfon-monger,  compliment. 

Begging  a clergyman  her  foul  to  eafe. 

Unluckily  but  one  was  in  the  ftall. 

And  he  the  very  beft  of  all. — 

What  fhould  be  done  ? 

Necejfitas  non  hahet  legs — 

So  to  the  prieft  he  goes,  and  begs 
That  he  would  vifit  the  old  crone. 

Sir,  quoth  the  parfon,  “ I agreed 
To  go  to  gentlefolks  in  time  of  need, 

“ But  not  to  ev’ry  poor  old  loufy  foul.” — 

True,”  cry’d  the  patron;  “ to  be  fure  ’tis  true: 
But  parfon,  do  oblige  me — prithee  do — 

Let’s  put  her  decently  into  the  hole : 

All  my  black  tribe,  you  know,  are  now  abroad— 
I’d  do  it,  if  I could,  myfelf  by  G-d; 

Then  what  a dickens  can  I do  or  fay  ?” 

Go,  mumble,  man,  about  a pray’r  and  halfj 
Tell  the  old  b— ch  her  foul  is  fafe; 

''  Then  take  your  fee,  and  come  away ! ! !” 
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B I "e  N S E A N C E.  “ 

There  is  a little  moral  thing  in  France, 

Call’d  by  the  natives  Bienfeance: 

Much  are  the  Englilh  mob  inclin’d  to  fcout  it. 

But  rarely  is  Monjieur  Canaille  without  it. 

To  Bienfeance  ’tis  tedious  to  incline. 

In  many  cafes ; 

To  flatter,  -par  exemple^  keep  fmooth  faces 
When  kick’d,  or  fuflf’ring  grievous  want  of  coin. 

To  vulgars,  Bienfeance  may  feem  an  oddity. 

I deem  it  a moft  portable  commodity ; 

A fort  of  magic  wand ; 

Which,  if  ’tis  us’d  with  ingenuity. 

Although  an  utenfil  of  much  tenuity ^ 

In  place  of  fomething  folidy  it  will  ftand. 

/ 

For  verily  I’ve  marvell’d  times  enow 
To  fee  an  Englifhman,  the  ninny. 

Give  people  for  their  fervices  a guinea. 

Which  Frenchmen  have  rewarded  with  a how. 

X 3 Bows 
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Bows  are  a bit  of  Bienjeance 

Much  praftis’d  too  in  that  fame  France  j 

Yet  call’d  by  Qualcers,  children  of  inanity: 

But  as  they  pay  their  court  to  people’s  vanity. 
Like  rolling-pins  they  fmooth  where’er  they  go 
The  fouls  and  faces  of  mankind,  like  dough  1 
With  fome,  indeed,  may  Bienjeance  prevail 
To  folly — fee  the  under-written  tale. 


THE  PETIT-M  A.ITRE 


AND 


THE  MAN  ON  THE  WHEEL, 


At  Paris,  fome  time  fince,  a murd’ring  man,  ' 
A German,  and  a moft  unlucky  chap. 

Sad,  ftumbling  at  the  threfhold  of  his  plan. 

Fell  into  Madam  Justice’s  ftrong  trap. 


The  biingljer  was  condemn’d  to  grace  the  wheel. 
On  which  the  dulleft  fibres  learn  to  feel ; 


His 
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His  limbs  Jecundum  artem  to  be  broke 
Amidft  ten  thoufand  people,  p’rhaps,  or  more. 

Whenever  Monfieur  Ketch  apply’d  a ftroke. 

The  culprit,  like  a bullock,  made  a roar. 

A flippant  Petit-maitre,  Ikipping  by. 

Stepp’d  up  to  him,  and  check’d  him  for  his  cry : 

Boh !”  quoth  the  German ; an’t  I ’pon  de  wheel  ? 

“ D’  ye  dnk  my  nerfs,  an  blood,  and  bons  can’t  feel  ?” 

“ Sir,”  quoth  the  beau,  ''  don’t,  don’t  be  in  a paflion ; 
I’ve  nought  to  fay  about  your  fituation ; 

But  making  fuch-a  hideous  noife  in  France, 

Fellow,  is  contrary  to  Bknjeance,*^ 


X4 


THE 


312 


SUBJECTS  FOR  PAINTERS, 


THE  TRIUMPH  OF  ISIS; 

P R> 

DOCTOR  CHAPMAN’S  THESIS. 

Oxford  ’s  Vice-Chancellor,  a man  - 
Who  fear’d  the  Lord,  and  lov’d  the  courtier  clan. 

By  virtue  of  his  trade  a T hesis  * order’d, 

Which  curs’d  the  terrible  aflafilnation  ^ 

Intended  for  the  Monarch  of  our  nation 

By  Marg’ret  Nicho'lson,  in  mind  dilbrder’d-;  , 
That  likewife  prais’d  the  royal  peep 
On  Oxford  and  the  arts  fo  deep. 

So  violent  was  Doftor  Chapman’s  zeal. 

He  quite  forgot  Latinity  and  graces ; 

Poor  Prifcian’s  head,  whofe  wounds  he  cannot  heal. 
Was  broken  in  half  a dozen  places. 

Yet,  diough  a fimple  Docftor,  how  amazing ! 

He  fet  the  Univerfity  a blazing : 

Such 

* A Latin  Thefis  is  annually  given  out  by  the  Vice-Chancellor 
for  the  fubjeft  of  a Poem,  and  twenty  pounds  allotted  to  the 
prize  candidate. 
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Such  was  the  -kindling  ^eal  that  he  inherits — 

A farthing  candle  in  a cafk  of  fpirits  ! 

Richards  of  Trinity,  who  won  the  prize. 

Now  ftrutted  victor  forth  witli  fcornful  eyes ; 

Bringfing  to  mind  the  'bards  and  tuneful  dames 
Who  vied  for  conqueft  at  th’  Olympic  games. 

Forth  march’d,  too.  Vice — videlicet y the  .Doctor, 
Who,  purring  for  preferment,  flily  moufesy 
Attended  by  each  dog-whipper,  call’d  Proftor, 

And  eke  the  heads  and  tails  of  all  .die  -Houfes. 

Forth  march’d  the  Nobles  in  their  Sunday’s  geer ; 
Forth  ftrutted,  too,  each  beadle,  like  the  Peei', 

With  filver  ftaffs,  blue  gowns,  and  velvet  caps; 

A fet  of  very  pompous-looking  chaps  ! 

Whilft  Hayes,*  who  fticksTike  ftag-houndsto  a haunch. 
Mov’d  on  in  all  the  majefty  of  paunch : 

To  greet  of  all  our  ears  the  trembling ‘drums, 

The  piper  play’d  ‘ The-conqu'ring  liero  comes.’ 

Loud  groan’d  the  organ  through  'his  hundred  pipes^ 
As  if  the  poor  machine  had  felt  the  gripes ; 

* The  organic. 


As 
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As  if,  too,  ’twas  the  organ’s  firm  perfuafions. 

He  oft  had  roar’d  on  more  fublime  occafions. 

Now  Chapman  took,  ’midft  great  compeers,  his 
Crew  open’d  fubjeft  in  a fair  oration;  [ftation; 

Then  clapp’d  was  Crew — to  him  applaufe  was 
Now  *gan  die  Bard  his  poem  to  recite,  [news. 
And,  foaring,  bade  poor  Common  Senfe  good  night, 
' So  lofty  were  the  pinions  of  his  Mufc ! 

Thick  as  the  pattering  hail  his  praifes  fiiow’r; 

- So  ftrong  is  Poetry’s  mechanic  pow’r. 

High  mounts  the  Monarch  by  his  tuneful  lever; 
His  Mufe’s  magnifying  art  fo  great. 

Behold  his  George,  an  Alfred  form  complete; 

Small  Peg,  Goliah ; and  her  knife  a cleaver ! 

Now  back  the  fable  bodies  mov’d  again. 

Like  beetles  all  fo  thick,  a crawling  hoft ; 

Whilft  contemplation  wrapp’d  the  loyal  train. 
Expelling,  by  the  next  day’s  poft. 

To  fee  their  adls  in  pompous  print  difplay’d. 

And  wreaths  of  glory  crown  the  cavalcade ! 


A SERIOUS 
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A SERIOUS  REFLECTION. 

H O W ufelefs  was  tli’  above ! each  perfon  grieves. 
And,  with  the  grieving  Do6tor,  cries  out  jfhame. 
That  fo  much  loyal  zeal  for  nought  fliould  flame: 

Not  ev’n  obtain  a pair  of  coarfe  lawn  fleeves. 
Which  poor  Saint  David  giveth  to  fupport 
The  holy  oil-of-fool  men  of  a Court! 


ODE  TO  PATIENCE. 


Sweet  daughter  of  Religion,  modeft  fair. 


Thy  hands  upon  thy  bofom  fo  tranquille^ 

' With  eyes  to  Heav’n,  with  fo  divine  an  air. 
So  calmly  fmiling,  fo  refign’d  thy  will ; 

I Oh,  fent  to  teach  us,  and  our  palTions  cool, 
I wifli  thou  hadft  a little  larger  fchool. 


;Lo,  man,  fo  great  his  want  of  grace, 
i lf  he  but  cuts  a pimple  on  his  face 

When 


i 


1 
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When  fliaving ; 

Like  man  bewitch’d  he  jumps  about. 

Kicks  up  a moft  infernal  rout. 

And  feemeth  abfolutely  raving; 

And,  lo,  all  this  for  want  of  thy  tuition : 

Thus  travel  fouls  of  people  to  perdition  ! 

% 

Stand  at  my  fide,  O floic  damel 
On  ftarling  Marty  n bid  me  cry  out  fhame,’* 
Inftead  of  knocking  the  dull  fellow  down; 
When  up  the  ninnyhammer  ftarts  to  preach. 

And  impudently  interrupts  a fpeech 
Of  orators  of  fair  and  firft  renown. 

Juft  like  the  owl  that  fcar.es  the  moonligTit  hour, 
Whilft  Philomela  warbles  from  her  bow’r.  . 

And,  oh  ! attend  me  when  my  eyes 
View  dedications  fill’d  with  fulfome  Jies, 

In  praifc  of  gen'rous  Queens  and  Kings  ! 
Heav’n  fwell  the  fountains  of  their  hearts. 

That  feldom  water  the  poor  flirivell’d  arts, 
Plowever  fweetly  Adulation  fings ! 

Eke,  when  1 hear  that  ftupid  Parfon  PI  ill, 
God’s  houfe  with  ev’ry  nonfenfe  fill. 
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And  then  with  blafphemy  each  fcntence  cramm’d  j 
And  when  I hear  th’  impoftor  cry, 

“ I’ve  news,  ,ye  raggamuffins,  from  the  fl^y ; 

I’m  come  to  tell  ye,  that  you’ll  all  be  damn’d; 


“ I’m  come  from  God,  ye  ItRimpets — come  from 
God— 

“ I’m  God  Almighty’s  fervant — hear  my  voice.” — 
Which,  if  rt  were  fo,  would  be  vaftly  odd. 

Since  Heav’n  would  fiiow  bad  judgment  in  the 
choice. 

\ 


Dead  all  his  money-loving  foul’s  de  fires. 

When  fubtle  Hawkesb’rv  talks  of  patriot  fires. 

And  yielding  places  up  to  fave  the  nation ; 

When  of  importance  braggeth  fimple  Leeds  ; 

When  Glo’ster’s  far-fam’d  wife  for  meeknefs  pleads ; 
And  Glo’ster’s  Duke  breathes  war  and  defolation : 


•y  iVf 


When  Brudenell  talks  of  elegance  and  eafe; 
When  Thurlow  turns  the  firft  of  devotees. 
And,  to  aftound  the  million,  builds  a church ; 
When  royal  folk  of  pureft  friendfhip  boaft, 
Make  generofity  their  conftant  toaft. 

Yet  leave  poor  pining  Merit  in  the  lurch; 


When 
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When  wonders  through  his  Ipyglafs  Marlb’rough 
views. 

And  fends  to  Banks  the  great,  th’  important  news, 
Frefli  from  his  cranium'^  philofophic  fogs; 

AVhen  Dick  defcants  on  any  thing  but  croute  j 
When  Thompson  ought  performs  beyond  a fcout. 
And  Mawbey  talks  of  any  thing  but  hogs; 

Sweet  Patience,  footh  me  with  thy  faint-like  note. 
Or,  driv’n  to  madnefs,  I fhall  cut  my  throat ! 


TO  A NEST  OF  LORDS. 
Bedchamber  utenfils,  ye  feem  diftrefs’d. 

And  fwear  with  horror  that  my  rhymes  moleft 
Of  certain  folks  fo  great  the  fweet  repofe ; 
Running  about  with  horrors,  groans,  and  fighs. 

And  floods,  produc’d  by  onions  in  your  eyes. 

So  ftrong  your  friendfhip,  and  fo  vaft  your  woes ! 

Dear  humming  Lords,  on  friendfliip  bray  no  more. 
Nor  thus  the  Bard’s  depravity  deplore : 

Lo! 


/ 
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Lo ! like  yourfelves,  each  man  his  trumpet  bears, 

In  tame  Credulity’s  wide-gaping  ears. 

Of  friendfliip  the  fublimity  to  found  j 
Friendfhip  ! in  didionaries  only  found  ! 

Perchauncey  my  Lords,  in  foreign  parts  you’ve  been  j 
Perchaunce  your  optics  fair  Verfaillcs  have  feen ; 

Likewife  the  Vatican,  with  all  its  ftate ; 

And  eke  th’  Efcurial,  pride  of  Spain  confeft : 

But,  ’midft  thofe  fcences,  did  e’er  your  eyeballs  bleft 
See  a pig  hanging  in  a gate  ? 

If  e’er  you  did  this  laft  great  fight  behold. 

You  need  not,  Lords  fo  fapient,  to  be  told 
What  moft  untuneful  notes  the  pris’ner  makes : 
Indeed  the  hog  his  mouth  and  lungs  employs 
In  raifing  fuch  ear- crucifying  noife. 

As  if  he  really  was  transfix’d  with  flakes. 

Now  near  him  fliould  there  happen  to  be  hogs 
PafTing  their  happy  hours  amidft  the  bogs. 

Grunting  fofc  things  to  their  own  flefh  and  blood  j 

I That  is,  unto  their  fweethearts  and  their  brides. 
Lying  like  ancient  Romans  on  their  fides, 
j And  dining  on  the  dainties  of  the  mud ; 


Forgetting 
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Forgetting  love,  and  dainty  mud  fo  fatt’ning. 

In  which  they  had  been  batt’ning. 

Up  leaps  the  herd  of  fwine  for  his  proteflion; 

Juft  like  the  herd  that  had  the  devil. 

Away  they  fcamper,  all  fo  civil, 

Refolving  or  to  free  him  or  to  die : 

Such  is  of  fwine  the  friendly  quality. 

Although  proverbial  for  brutality  1 

But  when,  at  Newgate  to  be  hung, 

A Chriftian  pours  a dying  fong, 

I grant  that  numbers  haften  to  tlie  wretch, 

Moft  pig-like — but,  alas  1 lift  not  a hand 
To  keep  him  longer  in  the  land, 

And  fnatch  him  from  the  talons  of  Jack  Ketch. 

No;  on  the  contrary,  fo  fond  their  eyes 
Of  feeing  how  a brother  dies, 

I,  from  the  bottom  of  my  foul,  believe 
They  would  not  wifli  him  a reprieve. 

Thus,  were  your  good  friend  Pitt  condenin’d  to  fwing ; 
Nay,  ev’n  'wtrt  greater  people  I could  name. 

For  whom  with  goodly  zeal  ye  feem  to  flame; 

I don’t  believe  you’d  wilh  to  cut  die  firing. 


Were 
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Were  ye  but  tolerably  fure 

The  next  in  pow’r  would  give  you  fixpence  more. 

Learn  then,  my  Lords,  (though  with  contempt  ye 
treat  ’em) 

Friendfhip  from  hogs,  as  well  as  eat  ’em. 


T 

, AT  length  my  fubj’efts  end;  and  now 
i To  Folly  let  me  make  my  beft  Court  bow. 

^ O Goddefs  ! ftill  monopolize  the  Great  : 

I Then  oft,  to  pleafc  the  palate  of  the  times. 

The  Mufe  fhall  ride  to  market  with  her  rhymes. 
And  thrive  upon  her  Helicon  eftate. 
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EXPOSTUL ATORY  ODES 

TO  A 

GREAT  DUKE, 

AND  A 

little  lord. 


■ Torrens  dicendi  cofla  multls, 

Et  fua  tnortifera  ejl  facundia  ! 


JuviNALt 

Full  many  a wight  hath  fuffer’d  for  a fong, 

And  curs’d  his  volubility  of  tongue. 


That  Petek  may  not  thus  have  caufe  to  fay 
With  Juvenal  poor  fellow,  let  u»  pray  ! 
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EPISTLE  DEDICATORY. 


MY  LORDS, 

Your  t7NC0MM0N  ATTENTION  tO 
my  late  publications  demands  a return  of  gratitude. 
Permit  me  to.  prefent  to  your  Lordships  the  fol- 
lowing Lyric  Trifles,  which,  if  poflTelTed  of  merit 
fufficient  to  preferve  them  from  oblivion,  will  inforra 
Pofterity  that  you  exified, 

I am,  my  Lords, 

^c. 


PETER  PINDAR. 
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noble  Peers,  there  goes  an  odd  report, 


That  you,  prime  fav’rites  of  an  honeji  Court, 

Are  hunting  treafon  ’midft  my  publications ; 
Hunting,  like  bloodhounds,  with  the  keeneft  nofes. 


Which  hound-like  hunting  nat’rally  I'uppofes 


The  Bard  dares  fatirize  the  King  of  Nations. 

Ye  fharp  ftate-moufers,  with  your  watering  jaws, 
God  keep  me  from  the  vengeance  of  your  claws ! 
An  Afiatic  fight  may  be  renew’d : 

What  feathers  flying,  what  a field  of  blood, 
’Twixt  falcon  Burke  and  Sheridan,  fo  brave. 
And  heron  Hastings,  fijch  a dainty  difh. 

So  wont  to  cram  on  Afiatic  fifli. 

The  largeft,  fattefi:  of  the  eaftern  wave  ! 


y 4 


Yes, 
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Yes,  yes,  I hear  that  ye  have  watch’d  my  note. 

And  wifli’d  to  fqueeze  my  tuneful  throat ; 

When  Thurlow  your  defigns  moft  wifely  fcoutcd. 
Swearing  the  Poet  fhould  not  yet  be  knouted. 

Thus  when  grimalkin  in  its  cage  efpies 
A linnet  or  canary-bird,  fo  fweet ; 

The  fcoundrel  lifts,  fo  fanftified,  his  eyes. 

Contriving  how  the  warbler’s  back  to  greet : 

He  fquints,  and  licks  his  lips,  ftalks  round  and  round. 
Twinkling  with  mifchief  fraught  his  tiger  tail; 
Now  on  his  rump  he  fits,  in  thought  profound. 
Looks  up  with  hungry  wifhes  to  aflail ; 

When  fudden  enters  mafter  with  a roar. 

And  kicks  the  fcheijiing  murderer  to  door. 
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ODE  II. 

Right  honeft  watch-dogs  of  the  State^ 

I like  to  fmile  at  Kings,  but  treafon  hate. 

Moft  bufy  Jenkinson,  Bute’s  once  beft  friend^ 

• A praife  that  ftamps  a charafter  divine ; 

Believe  not  thus  the  Poet  can  offend  j ' 

Ye  gods ! can  Peter  pour  th’  unloyal  line? 

I Peter,  perpetrate  fo  foul  a thing  ! 

I offer  mifchief  to  fo  good  a King  ! ' 

Now  be  it  known  to  all  the  realms  around, 

I would  not  lofe  my  Liegb  for  twenty  pound  { 

Mild  Osborne,  fbfter  than  the  down  of  goofe, 

I beg  thou  wilt  not  let  fufjpicion  loofe ; 

If  fo,  of  hiftory  I’ll  turn  compiler — 

Divulge  fome  tame  amours  with  Miftrefs  Cuyler  j 
So  tame,  indeed,  fo  fingularly  ftupid. 

As  gave  a blufh  to  little  pimping  Cupid  ! 

O Heav’ns!  can  Jenkinson  and  Osborne  long, 

Foes  to  the  Mufe,  to  cut  out  Peter’s  tongue  ? 

Arm’d  with  the  Jove-like  thunders  of  the  crown. 

To  knock  with  thofe  dread  bolts  a fimple  Poet  down  ? 

5 Lo ! 
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Lo  ! into  life  againft  my  will  I tumbled ; 

And,  fays  my  nurfe,  I made  a horrid  clatter ; 
Kick’d,  fprawl’d,  and  fputter’d,  gap’d,  and  cry’d,  and 
grumbled. 

Quite  angry,  feemingly,  with  Mother  Nature  ; 

Who,  queen-like,  thinking  all  fhe  does  is  right, 
Againft  my  wifhes  lugg’d  me  into  light ; 

And  what  is  harder,  and  worfe  manners  ftill, 

She’ll  kick  me  out  of  it  againft  my  will. 

Yet  fince  on  this  world’s  theatre  I’m  thrown. 

Which  with  my  temper  now  begins  to  fuit ; 

I 

And  fince  its  drama  pleafes,  I muft  own 
I fhould  be  forry  to  remain  a mute  \ 

Inclin’d  to  fay,  like  Beckford,  undeterr’d, 

“ By  G — I’ll  fpeak,  and  d-mme  I’ll  be  heard.”* 

My  Lords,  I fain  would  live  a little  longer  j 
For  lo  ! defire,  as  to  a bofom  wife. 

Undoubtedly  the  greateft  blifs  of  life. 

Hath  taken  deeper  root  and  ftronger. 

Would 

♦ The  Houfe  of  Commons  frequently  refounded  with  thofe 
emphatic  exprelEons  of  the  late  angry  patriotic  Alderman,  when 
gentlemen,  by  fcraping,  hemming,  coughing,  and  groaning, 
(to  adopt  the  phrafeology  of  my  old  friend  Dr.  Johnfon)  meant 
to  oppugn  the  impetuofity  of  pecuniary  arrogance,  and  annihi- 
late the  ebullition  of  pertinaceous  loquacity. 
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Would  HE  who  made  die  world  look  down,  and  fay, 
Peter,  wilt  live  on  earth  a thoufand  years  ?’* 
Lord,  Lord,”  I fliould  delighted  roar  away, 

“ Ten  thoufand,  if  to  thee  it  meet  appears.” 

* 

‘‘  So  long ! what  for  ?”  the  Deity  may  cry. 

O great  Divinity,  quoth  I, 

''  A thoufand  reafons; , principally  one. 

To  fee  the  prefent  Prince  of  Wales, 

Whom  many  an  afpic  tongue  aflails. 

Aloft  on  Britain’s  envied  throne ; 


Where  half  the  Monarchs  that  have  fat  before 
Have  only  fat  to  eat,  and  drink,  and  fnore ; 
‘‘To  blaft,  nay  damn  the  credit  of  the  age,  , 

“ And  load  with  folly  Hift’ry’s  blufhing  page.” 


And,  Jenkinson,  fhould  thy  hard  face  behold 
A George  the  Fourth  upon  the  throne. 
Adieu  at  once  thy  age  of  gold  ! 

Behold  thy  hopes  of  higher  honours  gone ! 


Then  get  thyfelf  an  Earldom  quick,  quick,  quick. 
For  fear  of  Fortune’s  wild  vagaries; 

Thus  fhall  thy  daughters  all,  like  muflirooms  thick. 
Rife  Lady  Joans  and  Mad&es,  Nells  and  Marys, 
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ODE  III. 

I OWN  I love  the  PRiNCE—his  virtues  charm  t 
I know  the  youth  receiv’d  from  heav’n  a heart : 
In  friendfhip’s  caufe  1 know  his  bofom  warm. 
That  maketh  certain  folk  with  wonder  ftart. 


’Tis  true  that  from  my  foul  the  man  I hate. 
Immers’d  in  mammon,  and  by  mis’ry  got; 

Who,  to  complete  his  dinner,  licks  his  plate, 

And  wilhes  to  have  ev’ry  thing  for  nought: 

Who,  if  he  gam’d,  the  dice  would  meanly  cog ; 
Rob  the  blind  beggar’s  fcrip,  and  ftarve  his  dog : ' 
And  that  there  are  fuch  wretches  near  a throne. 
Degraded  Nature  tells  it  with  a groan. 

Perdition  catch  the  money-grafping  wretch. 

With  hook-like  fingers  ever  on  the  ftretch. 

Who,  figliing,  vents  on  Charity  a curfe. 

That  aflvs,  for  Want,  a penny  from  his  purfe! 


The 
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The  heart  that  lodges  in  that  mifer’s  breaft. 

For  money,  feels  the  hunger  of  the  fhark  j 
Refembling,  too,  the  rufly  iron  cheft 

That  holds  his  idol — clofe,  and  hard,  and  dark. 

Give  me  the  youth  who  dares  at  times  unbend ; 

And,  fcorning  Moderation’s  prude-like  ftare. 

Can  to  her  teeth,  and  to  the  world,  declare, 

« 

Ebriety  a merit  with  a friend. 

When  Friendship  draws  the  corks,  and  bids  the  dome 
With  mirth  and  faliies  of  the  foul,  refound  j 
When  Friendship  bids  the  bowl  o’erflowing  foam. 
Till  Morning  eyes  the  board  with  plenty  crown’d ; 
Behold  the  Virtues  that  fublimely  foar, 

Inftead  of  meanly  damning,  cry  Encore” 


ODE 
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ODE  IV. 


'W ITH  you,  my  Lcrds,  I’m  ev’ry  thing  that’s  evil  5 
There’s  fcarce  a crime  I’ve  not  committed  j 
The  very  eflence  of  the  devil ; . , 

Deferving  by  the  demon  to  be  fpitted. 


Juft  like  a turkey,  goofe,  or  duck. 

Prepar’d  by  Joan  the  cook  to  go  to  fire ; 

So  wanton  have  you  both  been  pleas’d  to  pluck 
The  fwan  who  beats  in  fong  his  Theban  fire. 


Of  ev’ry  quality  am  I bereft — 

Not  even  the  fhadow  of  a virtue  left ; 

Not  one  fmall  moral  feather  in  my  wings. 

When  dead,  to  lift  me  to  the  King  of  Kings. 

My  Lords,  beware — by  mouthing  oft  my  name 
Unwifely,  ye  may  me  into  fame : 

By  letting  thus  your  fpieen  on  Peter  loofe, 

I le  builds  triumphal  arches  on  aht/e  ! 


In  vain  the  Bard  turns  oculift,  and  tries 

'I’o  purge  the  film  from  this  world’s  darken’d  eyes : 


In 
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In  vain  to  Printers  and  to  Printers  devils 

\ 

I fly,  and  advertife  to  cure  King’s  Evils : 

With  huge  contempt  ye  look  on  me,  alack ! 

My  mjlrums  curfe,  and  call  the  Bard  a quack. 

In  general,  authors  are  fuch  coward  things. 

They  fear  to  fpeak  their  fentiments  of  Kings, 

Till  thofe  fame  Kings  are  dead ; and  then  the  crowd, 
(Juft  like  a pack  of  hounds)  hiftorian,  bard. 

With  throats  of  thunder  run  his  mem’ry  hard. 

And  try  to  tear  him  piecemeal  from  his  fliroud. 

Now,  if  we  wifh  a Monarch  to  reclaim. 

In  God’s  name  let  us  fpeak  before  he’s  dead; 

Or  elfe  ’tis  ten  to  one  we  mifs  our  aim. 

By  ftaying  till  the  Fates  have  cut  his  thread: 

After  this  operation  of  their  knife, 

I ne’er  knew  reformation  in  my  life. 

And  yet,  what  is  the  greateft  King  when  dead. 

When  duft  and  worms  his  eyes  and  ears  o’erfpread, 
And  low  he  lies  beneath  the  ftone  ? 

The  man  whd  millions  call’d  his  own. 

Howe’er  his  fpecftre  may  be  willing. 

Cannot  give  change  t’ye  for  a pjtlling! 
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ODE  V. 


1 OUR  taunting  voices  now,  my  Lords,  I hear^ 
And  thus  they  grate  the  poet’s  loyal  ear : 

<• 

Bard,  we  are  both  fuperior  to  thy  lays; 

‘‘  Deaf  to  thy  cenfure,  and  defpife  thy  praife. 


Know  that  our  Monarch  lifts  his  head  fublime 
Beyond  the  reach  of  groveling  rhyme. 

An  Atlas,  hiding  midft  the  thickeft  clouds ; 
Whilft  thou,  a beetle,  doom’d  to  buzz  below. 

In  circles,  "envious,  rambling  to  and  fro. 

Survey’d  the  fhining  mid,  his  head  that  fhrouds. 

Thy  rhymes,  infulting  Kings  with  pigmy  pride. 
Are  like  the  fea’s  mad  waves  that  make  a pother, 
“ Wild  rulhing  on  fome  promontory’s  fide, 

“ One  noify  blockhead  following  another: 

**  The  dately  promontory  feems  to  fay, 

“ Afpiring  fools,  go  back  again,  go  home : 

At  once  the  fhoulder’d  bullies,  dafli’d  away, 

“ Sink  from  his  lofty  fide  in  fruitlefs  foam. 

“ Thou, 
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Thou,  with  rabfcallions  like  thyfelfi 

A poor  opiniated  fenfelefs  elf, 

“ Letting  on  Kings  thy  pen  licentious  loofe, 

\ 

Art  like  an  impudent  lane  goofe, 

Who,  as  the  trav’ler  calmly  trots  along, 

Starts  from  amongft  his  flock,  an  ill-bred  throng. 
Waddling  with  pok’d-out  neck,  and  voice  fo  coarfe. 
As  if  to  fwallow  up  the  man  and  horfe : 

With  rumpled  feathers  to  the  fteed  he  fteals. 

And,  like  a coward,  fnaps  him  by  the  lieels : 

“ Then  to  his  gang,  with  flapping  pinions  hobbling, 
“ The  fool  eredt  returns  Te  Deum  gobbling, 

“ And  from  each  brother’s  greeting  gullet  draws 
“ The  mingled  triumph  of  a coarfe  applaufe. 

As  if  the  trotting  enemies  were  beaten, 

“ And  man  and  palfry  fairly  kill’d  and  eaten. 

“ Poor  rogue,  thou  haft  not  got  the  trifling  fpirit 
To  own  thy  King  e’er  did  one  ad  of  merit.’* 

My  Lords,  with  great  fubmiflion  to  your  fenfe. 

Giving  the  lie,  yet  hoping  no  offence ; 

An  ad  is  his  my  heart  with  rapture  hails — 

George  gave  the  world  the  Prince  of  Wales  j 
VoL.  II.  Z A Prince, 
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A Prince,  who,  when  he  fills  Old  England’s  dironc. 
The  Virtues  and  fair  Science  (hall  furround  it; 

t 

And  when  he  quits  the  fceptre,  all  (hall  own 
He  left  it  as  unfullied  as  he  found  it. 


ODE  VI. 


Great  was  the  Bard’s  defire  to  fing  the  Queen, 
Vaft  In  her  foul,  majeftic  in  her  mien: 

But  fierce  George  Hardin  ge*  fwore  if  pens  or  pen. 
Of  woman,  women,  man,  or  men. 

In  any  wife  or  fliape,  in  ode  or  tale, 

Dat’d  mention  that  fuperlor  Lady,  lo  ! 

The  law  fhould  deal  them  Juch  a blow ! — 

Hang,  pill’ry,  or  confine  for  life  in  jail ! 


And  as  a kite,  on  whom  the  fmall  birds  (fare. 

That  tow’ring  critic  of  the  air. 

Is  oft  befet  by  tribes  of  rooks  and  crows, 

Amidft  the  cryftal  fields  of  heav’n ; 

By  whofe  hard  beaks  and  wings,  no  common  foes. 
Sad  knocks  to  gentle  kite  arc  giv’n ; 


* Solicitor  to  the  Queen. 
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Surrounded  thus  amidft  that  lofty  hall. 

Nam’d  Weftminfter,  the  gentle  Bard 
Might  of  the  fable  legions  tafte  the  gall : 

He,  therefore,  means  to  play  his  card; 

The  Poet’s  quidlihet  audendi  waves. 

And  thus  his  hide  an  old  companion  faves. 

Ah,  me  ! the  legiflators  of  ParnafiTus* 

In  liberty,  though  Englifhmen,  furpafs  us ! 

What’s  found  at  Hippocrene,  the  Poet’s  Spa, 

Is  not,  I ween,  at  Weftminfter,  found  law ! 

Parnaftus  never  with  rare  Genius  wars  j 
But  aiding,  lifts  its  head  to  ftrike  the  ftars : 

At  Weftminfter  how  diff’rent  is  his  fate ! 

W^here  if  he  Ibars  lublime,  and  boldly  lings, 

The  Iheers  of  Law,  like  Fate’s,  ftiall  fnip  his  wings. 
And  bid  him  warble  through  an  iron  grate. 

Perchaunce  law-neckcloths,  form’d  of  deal  or  oak, 
Like  marriage,  often  an  unpleafant  yoke. 

Shall  rudely  hug  his  harmlcfs  throat. 

And  ftop  his  Apollinian  notej 
The  empire  of  fair  Poetry  o’erturning, 

And  putting  every  gentle  Muse  in  mourning. 

Z 2 
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ODE  VII. 

/ 

E tell  iTie  both,  with  grievous  malice  carping. 

On  one  dull  tune  eternally  I’m  harping. 

You  would  have  faid  to  Milton  juft  the  fame; 
Who  through  twelve  books  the  head  of  Satan  maul  d ; 
Such  names  the  prince  of  darknefs  call’d, 

• As  muft  have  made  you  roar  out  ^ fhame  1 

Ye  would  (or  greatly  I miftake)  have  faid, 

What ! Milton,  always  plaguing  the  poor  Devil  ! 
For  ever,  beating  Nick  about  the  head ! 

. « How  canft  thou  be  fo  dev’lifhly  uncivil  ? 


Was  not  one  book  fufficient  for  thy  fpleen, 

« But  muft  thou  to  a mummy  beat  him, 

“ And,  like  a pickpocket,  fo  barb’rous  treat  him 
Through  books  a dozen  or  fourteen  ?” 

Suppofe  thefe  things  ye  could  have  utter  d. 

And  glorious  Milton,  like  a ninny. 

Had  anfwer’d,  " There  is  fenfe  and  reafon  in  ye— ' 
« Thank  ye,  kind  Gentlemen,  for  all  you’ve  utter’d ; 

« The 
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The  hint  you  offer,  not  amifs  is ; 

I’ll  tear  my  Paradife  to  pieces.” 

Suppofe  I afk  you,  what  had  been  the  evil  ? 

Believe  me,  fomething  to  the  world’s  fad  coft: 

By  fuch  civility  to  fpare  the  Devil, 

My  Lords,  a fecond  Iliad  had  been  loft. 

Thus  from  poor  Peter  take  the  great  away, 

Of  fun  ye  rob  him  of  cart-loads. 

What  would  his  cuftomers  all  do  and  fay  ? 

Lord ! curfe  you  for  the  lofs  of  Odes, 

% 

You’ll  fay,  “ Let  Satire  meaner  fubje6ts  look.” 

.Well,  Jenky,*  grant  my  fatire  flies  at  youj 
Wh6’d  buy  my  melancholy  vulgar  book  ? 

^ Adieu,  fair  Fame,  and  Fortune’s  fmiles  adieu  ! 

But  if  we,  daring,  trim  a royal  jacket. 

Lord ! what  a buying,  reading ! what  a racket !' 

How  fpruce  the  metamorphos’d  bard  appears ! 

With  what  a confidence  he  pricks  his  ears ! 

Z 3 Who 

• Here  feemeth  to  be  a contradidlion ; but  when  the  reader 
is  informed  that  Jenky  cannot  without  mockery  be  ranked 
amongft  the  Great,  the  myftery  ftauds  explained. 
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Who  juft  before,  in  piteous  chop-fall’n  plight. 
Look’d  of  the  woeful  face.  La  Mancha’s  Knight  ! 

Who  runs  to  fee  a monkey  in  a trap  ? 

But  let  the  noble  lion  grace  the  gin, 

Lo  ! the  whole  world  is  out  to  fee  him  fnap, 

T o hear  him  growl,  and  triumph  o’er  his  grin ! 

Cut  off  the  head  of  a great  Lord, 

Not  wifer  than  the  head  of  a great  goofe, 

T ow’r-Hili  at  once  with  gapers  will  be  ftor’d. 

As  if  the  world  was  all  broke  loofe : 

But  when  a little  villain  haps  to  fwing. 

What  a poor  folitary  firing ! 

How  few  by  Curiosity  are  fetch’d 
To  fee  the  rope  of  Juftice  ftrctch’d ! 

Scarce  any  but  the  hangman  and  the  prieft. 

To  do  their  duty  at,  the  culprit’s  fide. 

With  hemp  and  pray’rs  his  neck  and  foul  affift. 

And  wifh  the  lonely  trav’ler  a good  ride. 
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ODE  VIII. 


HaRK!  hark ! I hear  your  courtier  pair  exclaim. 
This  Peter  is  the  moft  audacious  doer  • 


" The  fellow  hath  no  rev’rence  for  a name — 
A King  to  him  is  fcarce  above  a log.” 
Sometimes  below*  a log,  Sirs,  if  you  pleafe ; 
A bold  aflertion,  to  be  prov’d  with  eafe. 


But,  goodly  Gentlemen,  I do  defire  ye 
T’  avoid  in  this  affair  minute  enquiry 
Concerning  their  refpedive  merit  j 
I fear  lefs  prudence  will  be  feen  than  fpirit ; 
Logs  univerjally  are  ufeful  things  j 
A pojiulatum  not  allow’d  to  Kings. 


For  us,  on  Honour’s  pinnacle,”  ye  cry, 

“ Whofe  heads  are  nearly  level  with  the  Iky, 

High  bafking  in  the  blaze  of  regal  pow’r ; 

“ This  Peter,  feldom  from  rank  pride  exempt. 

Calls  us,  widi  fcowling  eyes  of  fix’d  contempt, 

A pair  of  jackdaws  perch’d  upon  a tow’r. 

Z 4 Arch- 


* A few  foreign  Monarchs  juftify  the  Poet’s  affertioh. 
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Archbifliops,  blfhops,  fervants  of  the  Lord, 

Head  fervants,  too,  who  preach  the  pureft  word, 

‘‘  With  waving  hands  enforcing  goodly  matter. 

No  more  by  him,  the  fcofner,  are  accounted 
Than  imp-like  fweepers  on  their  chimneys  mounted, 
“ That  wield  their  brufh,  and  to  the  vulgar  chatter.” 

T rue,  my  dear  Lords — for  merit  only  warm, 
jV/if,  rank  and  trappings  long  have  ceas’d  to  charm ; 
And  yet,  their  eyes  the  ftupid  million  blefsj 
For  barely  getting  fights  of  rank  and  drefs ! 

When  Judges  a campaigning  go. 

And  on  their  benches  look  fo  big,  ' 

What  gives  them  confequence,  I trow, 

^s  nothing  but  a bulhel  wig : 

Yet  bumpkins,  gaping  with  a bullock  flare. 

See  lofty  learning  lodg’d  in  ev’ry  hair. 

But  headSi  not  hair,  my  admiration  draw  j 
Not  wigSi  but  wifidom^  ftrikes  my  foul  with  awe. 
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ODE  IX. 


1 HE  man  who  printeth  his  poetic  fits. 
Into  the  Public’s  mouth  his  head  commits ; 
T 00  oft  a lion’s  'mouth,  of  danger  full. 

Or  flaming  mouth  of  Phalaris’s  bull: 


He  pours  the  fad  repentant  groan  in  vain : 
The  cruel  world  but  giggles  at  his  pain. 


For  lo ! our  world,  fo  favage  in  its  nature. 

Would  rather  fee  a fellow  under  water. 

Or,  from  the  attic  ftory  of  a houfe. 

Fall  down  foufc 

Upon  a fet  of  curfed  iron  fpikcs. 

Than  fee  him  with  the  blooming  lafs  he  likes, 

Bleft  on  a yielding  bed  of  down  or  rofes. 

Where  Love’s  fond  couples  often  join  their  nofes. 


Upon  me  what  a hoft  I’ve  got ! 

Who  by  their  black  abufes  boil  their  pot. 

Ay,  that’s  the  reafon — wide-mouth’d  Hunger  calls; 
And  from  the  hollows  of  each  ftomach  bawls ! 
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Thus  the  poor  filk-worms,  born  to  blefs  mankind, 
Whilft  for  the  fhiv’ring  world  the  robe  they  fpin. 

In  ev’ry  ring  a thoufand  infedls  find. 

Gnawing  voracioufly  their  harmlef§  fkin. 

And  thus  the  lambs,  whofe  ufeful  fleeces  treat 
With  coats  and  blankets  people  of  all  ftations. 

By  preying  maggots  are  befet, 

Harb’ring  whole  {linking  natipns ; 

Which,  from  their  backs,  the  crows  fo  kindly  pick. 
Enough  to  make  a Chriilian  flck. 

Oh,  would  fome  critic  crow  but  eat  the  pack 
Now  neftling  in  my  lyric  back. 

That  daily  in  their  hoils  increafe. 

And  try  to  fpoil  the  fineft  fleece  ! 

Why  am  I perfecuted  for  my  rhymes, 

That  kindly  try  to  cobble  Kings  and  times  ? 

To  mine,  Charles  Churchill’s  rage  was  down- 
riglit  rancour : 

He  was  a firft-rate  man-of-war  to  ;«<?, 

Thund’ring  amidil  a high  tempeftuous  fea ; 

I’m  a fmall  cockboat  bobbing  at  an  anchor  j 

Playing 
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Playing  with  patereroes  that  alarm ^ 

Yet  fcorn  to  do  a bit  of  harm. 

My  fatire’s  blunt — his  boafted  a keen  edge  j 
A fugar-hammer  mine — but  his  a blackfmith’s  fledge ! 

And  then  that  Junius  ! what  a fcalping  fellow  1 
Who  dar’d  fuch  treafon  and  fedition  bellow! 

Compar’d  to  them,  whofe  pleafure  ’twas  to  {tab. 
Lord  1 I’m  a melting  medlar  to  a crab ! 

My  humour  of  a very  difTrent  fort  is : 

Their  fatire’s  horrid  hair-cloth;  mine  is  filk: 

I am  a pretty  nippcrkin  of  milk ; 

They,  two  enormous  jugs  of  aqua-forth. 

Compar’d  to  their  high  floods  of  foaming  fatire. 

My  rhyme’s  a rill-r— a thread  of  murmuring  water : 

A whirlwind  they,  that  oaks  like  itubble  heaves ; 

I,  zephyr  whifp’ring,  fporting  through  the  leaves. 

And  fuch  all  candid  people  muft  conclude  it — 

The  world  fhould  fay  of  Peter  Pindar’s  {train, 
“ In  him  the  courtly  Horace  lives  again — 

^ Circum  pracordia  Petrus  ludit.'* 


Which 
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Which  eafy  fcrap  of  Latin  thus  I render: 

No  man  by  Peter’s  verfe  is  harfhly  bitten; 
Like  lambkins  bleats  the  bard  fo  fweet  and  tenderj 
And  playful  as  the  fportive  kitten. 

So  chafte  his  Jimiles,  fo  foft  his  flylc, 

That  ev’n  his  bitt’reft  enemies  Ihould  /mile: 

He  biddeth  not  his  verfe  in  thunder  roar — 

His  lines  perpetual  fummer — funfliine  weather  : 

He  tickles  only — how  can  he  do  more, 

Whofe  only  inftrument’s  a feather  ? 


O D E X. 


Like  children,  charm’d  with  Praise’s  fugar’d  fong, 
How  much  the  Great  admire  the  cringin"  throng ! 

And  how  moft  lovingly  the  men  they  hate. 

Who,  to  the  ftubbornnefs  of  confcience  born. 
Tenacious  of  the  rights  of  nature,  fcorn 
To  hold  the  cenfer  to  the  nofe  of  State  ! 


Too 
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Too  many  a weak-brain’d  man,  and  filly  dame. 

Are  made  ridiculous  by  fulfome  fame; 

Rais’d  on  high  pedeftals  in  rich  attire. 

For  half  the  globe  to  laugh  at,  not  admire. 

Ye  bid  the  bard  in  panegyric  Ihine^ 

With  courtly  adulation  load  the  line : 

Sirs,  adulation  is  a fatal  thing — 

Rank  poifon  for  a fubject,  or  a King, 

My  Lords,  I do  declare  that  it  requires 

A brain  well  fortified,  to  bear  great  flatt’ries  j 
Such  very  dangerous  mafk’d  batteries. 

That  keep  on  great  men’s  brains  fuch  ceafelefs  fires ! 
I hope  that  God  will  give  fuch  great  men  grace 
To  know  the  gen’ral  weaknejs  of  the  place. 

Pray  do  not  fancy  what  I utter  ftrange — 

The  love  of  flatt’ry  is  the  foul’s  rank  mange. 
Which,  though  it  gives  fuch  tickling  joys, 

Inftead  of  doing  fervice,  it  deftroys: 

Juft  as  the  mange  to  lapdogs’  fkins  apply ’d. 
Though  pleafing,  fpoils  the  beauty  of  the  hide. 
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A fonnet  now  and  then  to  pleafe  the  fair,  ' 

With  flatt’ry  fpic’d  a little,  does  no  harm  ; 

That  talks  of  flames,  perfedtions,  hope,  defpair^ 

And  hyperbolically  paints  each  charm. 

P’rhaps  to  a fault  at  times,  my  Mufe’s  art. 

By  admiration  fwell’d,  hath  foar’d  too  high; 

But  Cynthia  knew  the  lover’s  partial  art. 

And  cliid  her  poet  for  the  tuneful  lie. 

Perhaps  too  loud  the  bard  hath  ftruck  the  lyre : 

And  when  th’  enthufiaft,  with  a lover’s  fire. 

More  bright  than  angels,  gave  the  nymph  to  glow  j 
By  Truth’s  delightful  dictates  folely  fway’d. 

Ought  of  his  fav’rite  Cynthia  to  have  faid. 

She  triumphs  only  o’er  the  world  below,** 
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ODE  XL 

My  Lords,  I won’t  confent  to  be  a bug. 

To  batten  in  the  royal  rug. 

And  on  the  backs  of  Monarchs  meanly  crawl  j 
And  more,  my  Lords,  I hope  I never  fliall. 
Yet  certain  vermin  I can  mention,  love  it; 

2''ou  know  the  miferables  that  prove  it. 

I cannot,  Papift-like,  (a  dupe  to  Kings) 

Create  divinities  from  wooden  things. 


Somewhere  in  Afia — I forget  the  place — 

Ceylon  I think  it  is — yes,  yes.  Pm  right— 

There,  Kings  are  deem’d  a heav’niy  race. 

And  blafphemy  it  is  their  pow’r  to  flight. 

Like  crouching  fpaniels  down  black  Lords  miifl:  lie. 
Whene’er  admitted  to  the  Royal  eye. 

And  fay,  whene’er  the  mighty  Monarch  chats 
To  thofe  black  Lords  about  their  wives  and  brats. 
That  happen  in  the  world  to  tumble: 

“ Dread  Sire,  your  flave  and  bitch  my  wife 
“ Hath  brought,  to  blefs  your  dog  fo  humble, 
One,  two,  three,  four,  five  puppies  into  life; 

All 


5 
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“ All  fubjeil;  to  your  godlike  will  and  pow’r, 

"To  hang  or  drown  in  half  an  hour.” 

This  is  too  fervile,  I muft  dare  confefs — 

’Twixt  man  and  man  the  difference  fhould  be  lejs, 

I own  I brought  two  wond’ring  eyes  to  town. 

Got  bent  by  mobs  my  ribs  like  any  hoop, 

To  fee  the  mighty  man  who  wore  a crown — 

To  fee  the  man  to  whom  great  courtiers  ftoop. 

Much  had  I read,  which  certh  fome  time  fince  is. 
My  Bible  fo  replete  with  Kings  and  Princes,  ' 

And  thought  Kings  taller  than  my  parifh  fteeple ; 

I thought  too,  which  was  natural  enough, 

Jove  made  their  fleins  of  very  difFrent  fluff 

From  that  which  clothes  the  bones  of  common  people. 

But  mark  ! by  flaring,  gaping  ev’ry  day. 

The  edge  of  admiration  wore  away. 

Like  razors’  edges  rubb’d  againfl  a flone ; 

Kings  ceas’d  to  be  fuch  obje6ls  of  devotion  j 
I faw  the  Beings  foon  without  emotion. 

And  thought  like  mine  their  bodies  flefli  and  bone. 


Like 
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Like  many  thoufands,  I was  weak  enough 
To  think  Jove  kept  a foul  and  body  fhop; 

Like  mercers,  had  variety  of  fluff 

For  fuch  whofe  turn  it  was  to  be  made  up  ; 

And  that  he  treated  with  great  liberality 
Folk  born  to  figure  in  the  line  of  quality  j 
Giving  fouls  fuperfine,  and  bones  and  bloods. 

In  fhort,  the  choiceft  of  celeftial  goods : 

But  on  the  lower  claflbs  when  employ’d. 

It  flruck  me  that  he  work’d  with  much  Jang-froidy 
Not  caring  one  brafs  farthing  for  the  chaps; 
Forming  them  juft  as  girls  themfelves  amufe 
In  making  workbags,  pincufhions,  and  fhoes — 
Videlicet,  from  fcraps. 

Now  can’t  I give  a thimbleful  of  praife. 

E’en  to  an  Emp’ror,  if  uncrown’d  by  merit; 

A ftarving  principle,  ’faith,  now  a -days. 

And  unconnedled  with  the  courtier’s  fpirk^ 

You,  Sirs,  I think,  can  give  it  with  a ladle. 

And  rock  of  grinning  Idiotifm  the  cradle. 


A a 
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ODE  XII. 

So  much  abus’d,  I lofe  my  lyric  merit — 
Evaporated  half  its  fpirit  i 

0 

Reduc’d  from  alcohol  to  phlegm ; 

From  folid  pudding  to  whipp’d  cream ! 

There  was  a time,  when,  not  one  bit  afraid 
Of  ought  the  people  roar’d,  or  fung,  or  faid, 

I carelefsly  my  fav’rite  trade  purfu’d ; 

Invok’d  Apollo,  and  the  Mufes  woo’d : 

And,  with  the  ftoicifm  that  lulls  a ftone, 

I fat  me  down,  and  pick’d  my  mutton  bone. 

Thus  when,  amidft  the  tumbling  world  of  waves. 

The  cloud- wrapp’d  Genius  of  the  tempcft  raves,  * 
And,  ’midft  the  hurrying  mafs  of  fpedlred  gloom. 
Fate,  mc^unted  on  the  wild  wing  of  the  blaft. 

Shouts  defolation  through  the  twilight  wafte. 

And,  thund’ring,  threats  a fyftem’s  doom  j 

Lo  ! with  light  wing  a gull  the  billows  fweeps. 

Sports  on  the  ftorm,  and  mocks  the  bellowing  deeps 

Now 
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Now  on  the  mountain  furge  compos’d  he  fquats, 

Adjufts  his  feathers,  and  looks  round  for  fprats. 

I now  may  fay,  with  righteous  David,  Lord, 

“ With  foes  I’m  fore  encompalfed  about  j” 

And  rhyme  like  Stern  hold,  once  for  verfe  ador’d, 

* I wote  not  when  I fhall  get  out  j 
So  craftily  the  heathen  me  alTail, 

My  canticle  doth  not  a whit  avail.” 

Lo ! almoft  ev’ry  one  at  Peter’s  head 

Levels  his  blunderbufs,  and  takes  a pop-—  • 

Bounce  on  my  dear  os  frontis  falls  the  lead ; 

But  harmlefs  yet,  thank  God,  I’ve  feen  it  drop: 

Yet,  by  and  by,  fome  lucklefs  dibt 

May  knock  about  the  brains  of  tuneful  Peter  : 

Thoufands  will  fmile  to  fee  him  go  to  pot. 

And  mock  him  in  his  grave,  with  fhamelefs  metre : 

Not  fo  our  gracious  King  and  Queen,  I know  it — 

They’ve  ptyy  if  not  -pence,  to  give  a poet. 

• 

Patient  as  Job,  when  Satan,  all  fo  vile, 

Betting  his  fkin  againft  the  Lord’s,  . 

Adding  a moft  contemptous  fmile. 

As  well  as  moft  indecent  words, 
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Cover’d  the  man  of  UZ  with  boils. 

At  which,  with  horror,  ev’ry  heart  recoils  : 


Yes,  patient  as  the  man  of  UZ  am  I, 

Though  forc’d  on  Envy’s  burning  coals  to  fry. 

Seek  I the  Court  ? — Lords,  Lordlings  fly  the  place — 
The  ladies,  too,  fo  full  of  loyal  grace, 

T urn  their  gay  backs  when  there  I fliow  my  head  5 
As  happen’d  at  St.  James’s  t’other  day. 

When  up  the  ftairs  I took  my  folemn  way. 

And  fill’d  the  fine-drefs’d  gentlefolks  with  dread. 

Off  Brudenell  flew ; and,  with  his  flar  fo  blazing, 
Off  flew  the  frighten’d  Sir  John  Dick,  fo  flout. 
Who  won  his  blazing  flar  by  means  amazing — 

By  manufaduring  four  crout. 

Off  flew,  with  this  great  crout-compofing  Dick, 
Thomson  and  Salisb’ry,  Harcourt,  and  Gold- 
flick  j 

Such  was  the  terror  at  the  man  of  rhymes. 

As  though  he  enter’d  to  divulge  their  crimes, 

4 . 
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Thus  on  a bank,  upon  a fummer’s  day. 

Of  fome  fair  ftreann  of  Eaft  or  Weftern  Ind, 
When  puppies  join  in  wanton  play. 

Free  from  the  flighteft  fear  of  being  fkinn’dj 

If  from  diat  ftream,  which  all  fo  placid  flows, 
A fly  old  alligator  pokes  his  nofe ; 

Wifhing,  perchauncey  to  take  a flice  of  cur  j 
At  once  the  dogs  are  off  upon  the  fpur ; 

Nor  once  behind  thern  call  a courtly  look. 

To  compliment  the  monarch  of  the  brook. 


ODE  XIII. 

Deserted  in  my  utmoft  need  by  fate. 

Like  fam’d  Darius,  great  and  good; 

Fall’n,  fall’n,  poor  fellow,  from  a large  eftate ; 

Forc’d,  forc’d  to  broufe,  like  goats,  the  lanes  for  food  ! 

Alas ! deferted  quite  by  ev’ry  friend ; 

And  what  than  friendfliip  can  be  Tweeter  ? 

Lo  ! not  a foul  will  kind  afllftance  lend ; 

Lo ! ev’ry  puppy  lifts  his  leg  at  Peter  1 
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Like  fome  lone  infulated  rock  am  I, 

Where,  midft  th’  Atlantic  vaft,  old  ^ol  raves ; 
Shook  by  the  thunders  of  each  angry  fky, 

And  roll’d  on  by  the  rufliing  world  of  waves ! 

So  hard,  indeed,  the  critic  tempeft  blows, 

I fcarce  can  point  againft  the  gale  my  nofe — • 

A ftorm  more  violent  was  never  feen ! 

So  dread  the  war ! — indeed  it  muft  be  dread. 

When  from  his  Ihop  John  Nichols  pops  his  head^ 
And  pours  the  thunders  of  his  Magazine, 

For  heavier  artill’ry  ne’er  was  play’d : 

And  yet,  not  all  th’  artill’ry  is  his  own 
Hayley,  a clofe  ally,  in  ambufcade 
Behind,  affifts  the  war  of  furious  John. 

John  Nichols,  with  Will.  Hayley  for  his  ’Squire, 
Are  ferious  things,  howe’er  the  world  may  laugh  j 
And  therefore  dread  I much  to  face  the  fire 
Of  this  intrepid  Hudibras  and  Ralph. 

You  too,  my  I..ords,  combin’d  with  thofe  dread  foes 
T o tear-  the  bard  to  pieces  for  his  rhymes. 

Is  very  cruel,  righteous  Heav’n  well  knows. 

And  does  no  fort  of  credit  to  the  times. 
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Yet- let  me  feel  myfelf — I’m  not  yet  dead, 

'Though  maul’d  fo  terribly  about  the  head ; 

By  Printers  Devils  and  allies  furronnded: 

P’rhaps,  like  the  Pruffian  Monarch,  I may  rife. 
Herculean,  to  the  world’s  furprife. 

And  fee  my  enemies  confounded. 

Full  many  a cock  hath  won  tea  pound, 

Tvhough  feeming  d.ead,  ftretch’d  out  amidft  the  pit— 
Leap’d  up,  and  giv’n  his  foe  a fatal  wound — 

Then  why  not  mine,  ye  Gods,  the  lucky  lut  ? 

I r / 


ODE  :jHV, 

'W' ITH  your  good  leave,  my  Lords,  I’ll  now  take 
mine. 

I 

Not  deem’d,  ‘perchauncey  a poet  quite  divine 
Perchaunce  with  beafts  at  Ephefus  I’ve  warr’d. 
Like  that  prodigious  orator  Saint  Paul ; 

And  for  my  ftanzas,  p’rhaps  both  great  and  fmall. 

Ye  kindly  wifh  me  feather’d  well,  and  tarr’d. 
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Ye  think  I loathe  the  name  of  King,  no  doubt-— 
Indeed,  my  Lords,  you  never  were  more  out; 

I am  not  of  that  envious  clafs  of  elves  j 
Though  Dame  Macauley  turns  on  Kings  her  tail, 
With  great  reJpeEt  the  facred  names  I hail. 

That  is,  of  Monarchs  who  reJpeSl  themjelves. 

But  fhould  they  a6l  with  meannefs,  or  like  fools. 
The  Muse  lhall  place  a fopl’s-cap  on  their  fkulls. 
Stubborn  as  many  a King,  indeed,  I am — 

That  is,  as  ftubborn  as  a halter’d  fam; 

A change  in  Peter’s  life  ye  muft  not  hope; 

To  try  to  walh  an  afs’s  face. 

Is  really  labour  to  mifplace  j 
And  really  lofs  of  time,  as  well  as  foap, 
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ODE  XV. 


Pray  let  me  laugh,  my  Lords  j I muft,  I will — 
My  Lords,  my  laughing  mufcles  can’t  lie  ftill : 
Unpolifh’d  in  the  fupple  fchools  of  France, 

I cannot  burft,  to  pleafure  Complaisance. 


Care  to  our  coffin  adds  a nail,  no  doubt; 
And  ev’ry  grin,  fo  merry,  draws  one  out : 

I own  I like  to  laugh,  and  hate,  to  figh ; 
And  think  that  rifibility  was  giv’n 
For  human  happinefs,  by  gracious  Heav’n, 
And  that  we  came  not  into  life  to  cry : 


To  wear  long  faces,  juft  as  if  our  Maker, 

The  God  of  goodnefs,  was  an  undertaker, 

Weil  pleas’d  to  wrap  the  foul’s  unlucky  mieu 
In  forrow’s  difmal  crape,  or  bombafm. 

Methinks  I hear  the  Lord  of  Nature  fay. 

Fools,  how  ye  plague  me  ! go,  be  wife,  be  gay ; 
“No  tortures,  penances,  your  God  requires — ^ 

**  Enjoy,  be  lively,  innocent,  adore. 

And  know  that  Heav’n  hath  not  one  angel  more 
“ In  confequence  of  groaning  nuns  and  friars. 

• • “ Heav’n 
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“ Heav’n  never  took  a pleafure  or  a pride 
In  ftarving  fton^achs,  or  a horfewhipp’d  hide. 

Mirth  be  your  motto — merry  be  your  heart : 

“ Good  laughs  are  pleafant  inofFenfive  things  5 
And  if  their  follies  happen  to  divert, 

I fliall  not  quarrel  at  a joke  on  Kings J'* 


ODE  XVI- 

If  Monarchs  (the  fuggeftlon,  p’rhaps,  of  liars) 
Turn  houfebreakers,  and  rob  the  nuns  and  friars  j 
Steal  piftures,  crucifixes,  heav’nly  chattels. 

To  purchafe  fwords  and  guns  and  fouls  for  battles: 

In  fpite  of  all  the  world  may  fay  and  think. 

If  EmprelTes  will,  punk-like,  kifs  and  drink : 

If  Kings  will  fell  the  hares  and  boars  diey  kill> 
And  fnipe  and  partridge-blood  for  Mammon  fpill. 
Denying  thus  them/elves  a dainty  difii ; 

And  go  themfelves  to  market  with  their  fifh ; 


Pleas’d 


EXPOSTULATORY  ODES^ 


363 


Pleas’d  with  the  vulgar  herd  to  join  their  name. 

If  Kings,  ambitious  of  a blackfmith’s  fame. 

Not  wond’roufly  ambitious  in  their  views, 

Inftead  of  mending  empires,  make  horfe  fhoes : 

Dead  to  fair  Science,  if  to  vagrant  hogs, 

To  toymen,  conjurors,  and  dancing  dogs. 

Great  Princes,  pleas’d,  a patronage  extend ; 

Whilft  modeft  Genius  pines  without  a friend; 

Difmiffing  grandeur  as  an  idle  thing, 

If  on  bob-wigs,  flouch’d  hats,  and  thread-bare  coats^ 
Upon  vulgarity  a Monarch  doats. 

More  pleas’d  to  look  a coachman  than  a King : 

If  with  their  bullocks  Kings  delight  to  battle  j 
On  hard  horfe-chefnuts  make  them  dine  and  fup, 
Refolv’d  to  ftarve  the  nice-mouth’d  cattle 
Until  they  eat  the  chefnuts  up ; 

Poor  fellows,  from  the  nuts  who  turn  away. 

And  think  it  dev’lilh  hard  they  can’t  have  hay : 

If  Kings  will  mount  old  houfes  upon  rollers. 
Converting  fober  manfions  into  ftrollers, 
Heraclitus’s  gravity  can’t  bear  it — 

I mull;  laugh  out,  and  all  the  world  mull:  hear  it. 


ODE 
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ODE  XVIL 


Ju  ST  one  word  more,  my  Lords,  before  we  part: 
Do  not  vow  vengeance  on  the  tuneful  art ; 

"Tis  very  dang’rous  to  attack  a poet — 

Alfo  ridiculous — the  end  would  Ihow  it. 

Though  not  to  write — to  read  I hear  you’re  able : 
Read,  then,  and  learn  inftruftion  from  a fable. 


THE  PIG  AND  MAGPIE. 

A F A B E E. 

COCKING  his  tail,  a faucy  prig, 

A Magpie  hopp’d  upon  a Pig, 

To  pull  fome  hair,  forfooth,  to  line  his  neft; 

And  with  fuch  eafe  began  the  hair-attack. 

As  thinking  the  fee-fimple  of  the  back 
Was  by  himfelf,  and  not  the  Pigy  poffeft. 

The  Boar  look’d  up,  as  thunder  black,  to  Mag, 
Who,  fquinting  down  on  him,  like  an  arch  wag, 

Inform’c 
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Inform’d  Mynheer  fome  briftles  mull  be  torn ; 
Then  bufy  went  to  work,  not  nicely  culling  i 
Got  a good  handfome  beakfuU  by  good  pulling. 

And  flew,  without  a “ Thank  ye,”  to  his  thorn. 

The  Pig  let  up  a difmal  yelling  ; 

Follow’d  the  robber  to  his  dwelling, 

Who,  like  a fool,  had  built  it  ’midft  a bramble : 
In,  manfully,  he  fallied,  full  of  might. 

Determin’d  to  obtain  his  right, 

. I 

And  ’midft  the  bullies  now  began  to  fcramblc. 

He  drove  the  Magpie,  tore  his  neft  to  rags. 

And,  happy  on  the  downfall,  pour’d  his  brags : 

But  ere  he  from  the  brambles  came,  alack ! 

His  ears  and  eyes  were  miferably  torn,  " 

His  bleeding  hide  in  fuch  a plight  forlorn. 

He  could  not  count  ten  hairs  upon  his  back. 


THIS  is  a pretty  tale,  my  Lords,  and  pat: 
To  folks  like  you  fo  clever,  verbum  Jat» 
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BENEVOLENT  EPISTLE 

TO 

SYLVANUS  URBAN, 

ALIAS 

MASTER'JOHN  NICHOLS,  PRINTER^ 

common-councilman  of  farringdon  ward,  and 

CENSOR-GENERAL  OF  LITERATURE  i 
NOT  FORGETTING 

MASTER  WILLIAM  HAYLEY. 

V TO  WHICH  IS  ADDED 

AN  ELEGY  TO  APOLLO; 

ALSO, 

SIR  JOSEPH  BANKS  and  the  BOILED  FLEAS; 

an  ode. 


Ke,  nay,  prithee,  John  ; 
Do  not  quarrel,  man  j 
Let’s  be  merry  and 
Dsink  about. 


Catch. 


•I 


THE  ARGUMENT. 


THE  Poet  commenceth  in  a fublime  ftrain  of  happy  imitation 
of  clallic  fimplicity  with  the  ille  ego — felf-confequence  of  the 
Mantuan  Bard ; giving  an  account  of  the  various  themes  of 
his  Mufe,  from  Majesty  to  Mafter  John  Nichols — He 
afketh  the  reafon  of  John’s  great  anger,  and  freeth  himfelf 
from  the  imputation  of  illiberality,  by  telling  the  world  what 
handfome  things  he  hath  faid  of  the  Printer — The  Poet 
attacketh  John  In  turn  for  his  want  of  candour — fpeaketh 
oracles  to  John — maketh  a fine  comparifon  between  himfelf 
and  purling  ftreams  j alfo  between  curs,  cats,  and  courtiers— 
The  Poet  declaimeth  virtuoufly  and  politically  againft  fwear- 
ing  in  a paffion — complaineth  of  inftances  of  John’s  cruelty 
towards  him  for  barely  adminiftering  a few  admonitory  lalhes 
to  the  back  of  the  President  of  the  Royal  Society, 
Madam  Piozzi,  and  Mifter  James  Boswell — The  Poet 
again  complaineth  of  John’s  difmgenuoufnefs ; praifing,  at 
the  fame  time,  his  own  fweetnefs  of  difpofition — he  men- 
tioneth  the  horrors  of  dying  people  at  the  thought  of  being 
exhibited  in  John’s  Magazine,  In  which  the  Poet  is  fup- 
pofed  to  allude  to  the  letters  of  the  Rev.  Mifter  Badcock 
and  others,  as  well  as  fcandalous  anecdotes  collefted  from 
families,  to  give  a zeft  to  his  monthly  lumber — The  Poet 
informeth  John  of  the  appellation  given  him  by  fome  people, 
and  which  the  Poet  was  always  too  delicate  to  ufe — The 
Poet  confefteth  that  he  marvelleth  at  John’s  impudence  in 
afluming  the  management  of  the  Gentleman’s  Magazine  after 
Doftor  Johnson;  on  which  Doftor  Johnson,  the  Poet 
pafleth  a juft  ftridlure  with  unprecedented  delicacy — The 
Poet  challengeth  John  to  fay  he  ever  expofed  him  for  his 
praifes  of  fuch  as  contributed  to  his  Magazine — or  when  he 
VoL.  II.  Bb  tried 
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tried  to  elipfe  the  biographical  fame  of  Plutarch,  by  his 
anecdotes  of  poor  old  Bowyer — The  Poet  exhibiteth  more 
inftances  of grandeur  of  foul— ftill  more  noblelefs— ftill  more— 
The  Poet  maketh  a moll  luminous  remark  on  the  difference 
between  the  happinefs  of  fools  and  ’wife  merti  and  concludeth 
with  advifing  John  to  make  a proper  application  of  his 

talents. 
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1 9 WHO,  ambitious  that  the  brats,  my  rhymes. 
Should  fee  the  gentlefolks  of  future  times ; 

Rife  like  antiques  in  value,  nor  expire. 

Till  Ruin  fpreads  his  univerfal  fire  : 

Dread  thought ! that  to  deftru6lion  mufl:  be  giv’n 
This  charming  world,  this  handfome  work  of  Heav’n ! 
I,  who,  regardful  of  the  courtier  throng. 

To  Kings,  and  Lords,  and  Commons,  tun’d  the  fong  j 

I 

Bade  Tom*  no  more  indulge  the  golden  dream. 

And  kindly  wifh’d  his  wit  a moijer  theme ; 

Struck  to  the  lime  and  mortar  Knight  j*  the  firing, 
And  hail’d  of  butterflies  the  nurfing  klng,j 
Who,  fcorning  funs  and  moons,  with  happier  eyes 
Beholds  from  dunghills  purple  Emp’rors  § rife ; 

B b 2 More 


•Mr.  Warton. 

J Sir  Jofeph  Banks, 


f Sir  William  Chambers. 

§ A rare  fpecics  of  butterfly. 
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More  bleft  on  this  our  earth  a frog  to  fee. 

To  find  a cocklefhell,  and  boil  a flea,* 

Than  dwell  in  yonder  Ikies,  with  glory  crownM, 
Where  frogs,  nor  fleas,  nor  cocklefhells  abound} 
More  bleft  to  mark  a bat’s  than  angel’s  wing. 

To  hear  a grafshopper  than  feraph  fingj 
More  pleas’d  to  view  (if  rumour  juftly  paints) 

The  tails  of  tadpoles  than  the  heads  of  faints; 

And  hear  (to  fame  if  credence  may  be  giv’n) 

One  humming-bird  than  all  the  hoft  of  heav’n : 

I,  who  to  men  of  canvafs  ftruck  the  lyre. 

And  fet  with  rhyme  th*  Academy  on  firejf 
O’er  Mount  Parnaflus,  Jove-like,  caft  my  fhoej 
At  poets  fmil’d,  and  poetefles  too ; 

Preferr’d  the  ballads  of  the  good  Old  Bailey, 

To  all  the  cold  pompofities  of  Hayley, 

Whofc  rhymes, J as  foon  as  litter’d,  join  die  heaps. 
Where  ’midft  her  ftiadowy  gulph  Oblivion  fleeps: 

So 

* See  the  Ode  at  page  393. 

-}-  \l’he  Academy  on  fire.'\  i.e.  produced  an  amongfl 

the  ingenious  artifts.  This  paffkge  feemed  to  want  an  explana- 
tion, as  an  illiberal  reader  might  have  imagined  that  I mean: 
that,  my  academic  odes  had  put  the  members  into  a ‘violetit  fajjion 
an  idea  fo  very  foreign  to  my  wilhes. 

t Such  is  really  the  prefent  funk  condition  of  this  Lady 
’author. 


TO  JOHN  NICHOLS.. 


373 


So  deep,  who  fcarce  can  dive  into  himfelf ! 

So  lofty,  too,  the  tenant  of  the  ihelf ! 

Now  ftiffer  than  recruits  fo  raw  at  drill; 

Now  -petit-maitre  of  the  Mufes  hill : 

I,  who  to  grave  Reviewers  figh’d  my  pray’r, 
Submiffive  bending  at  the  critic  chair ; 

And,  blulhing,  begg’d  one  little  laurel  fprig. 

To  bring  importance,  and  adorn  my  wig : 

I,  who  Sam  Whitbread’s  brewhoufe  prais’d  in  fong. 
So  highly  honour’d  by  the  Royal  throng; 

Berhym’d  a goodly  Monarch  and  his  fpoufe, 

Mifs  Whitbread’s  curtfies,  Mifter  Whitbread’s  bows. 
Amounting,  hift’ry  fays,  to  many  a fcore. 

Such,  too,  as  Chifwell-Street  ne’er  faw  before ; 

Not  e’en  forgetting,  with  my  clafllc  force. 

The  Brewer’s  bulldog,  and  his  marv’ling  horfe; 

The  curious  draymen  into  puncheons  creeping. 

And,  charm’d  with  greatnefs,  through  the  bung-holes 
I,  who  to  Pitt  the  chords  in  anger  ftruck,  [peeping : 
Who  whelm’d  his  Prince  fo  gracefully  with  muck; 
Lycurgus  Pitt,  v7hofe  penetrating  eyes 
Behold  the  fount  of  freedom  in  excife ; 

Whofe  patriot  logic  polTibly  maintains 
Th’  identity  of  liberty  and  chains : 

Bb  3 
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I,  who  of  Leeds  and  Hawkelb’ry  deign’d  to  fing. 

The  blefled  fav’rites  of  a blcffed  * * * * ; 

High  on  the  lab’ring  pinions  of  an  ode, 

Heav’d  Brudenell’s  folly,  what  a leaden  load ! 
Brudenell  who  bids  us  all  the  proverb  feel. 

The  largeft  calves  are  not  the  fweeteft  veal:” 

I,  who  on  fuch  fubje£ls  deign’d  to  Ihine, 

Now  tune  to  once  a Printer’s  Dev’l  the  line; 

But  now  no  more  a dev’l — with  Atlas  mien. 

The  great  fupporter  of  a Magazine;* 

No  more,  no  more  a dev’l  with  humble  air. 

But  fit  companion  for  our  great  Lord  May’r  ! 

How  like  the  worm  which  crawls  at  firft  the  earth. 
But,  getting  a new  coat,  difdains  its  birth ; 

Spreads  its  gold  tiffue  to  the  folar  ray,. 

And  wings  o’er  trees  and  tow’rs  its  airy  way ! 

"With  anger  foaming,  and  of  vengeance  full. 

Why  belloweth  John  Nichols  like  a bull? 

Say,  Goddefs,  could  a few  poetic  ftripes 
Make  John,  fo  furious,  kick  about  his  types; 

Spin 

* The  Gentle7nan‘s,  as  it  is  modeftly  called  ; to  whofe  gentility 
Miller  Hayley  is  a conftant  contributor,  in  the  way  of  ingenious 
rhyme  and  liberal  criticifm. 
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Spin  round  his  pandemonium  like  a top,  . 

And,  thund’ring,  to  its  centre  lhakc  the  fliop  ? 

Could  Satire’s  twig  produce  fo  dire  a din  ? 

And  dwells  fuch  foftnefs  in  a printer's  fldn  ? 

Illib’ral  1 never,  never  have  1 faid. 

That  thou  wert  not  an  honeft  man  in  trade ! 

Whether  from  principle  Or  jail  difmay 
Springs  thy  morality,  we  dare  not  fay  j 
Since  jails,  thofe  iron  agents  of  the  law. 

Keep  many  a gracelefs  rogue  in  pious  awe. 

Yet,  fon  of  ink,  devoutly  let  us  hope 
Thou  lov’ft  a virtue  more  than  dread’d  a rope-. 

Nay,  to  thy  honour  let  me  this  declare. 

To  make  the  rigid  fons  of  confcience  dare. 

That  when  thou'  money  lended,  fuch  thy  purity, 
Deteding  had,  thou  feeked  good  fecurity. 

Inclin’d  for  ever,  John,  to  take  thy  part,  . 

Thus  have  I pour’d  the  diftates  of  my  heart : 

« If  ’midd  a vulgar  mafs  his  dars  unkind 
« Have  plac’d  mod  niggardly  a pigmy  mind, 

“ ’Tis  not  John’s  fault — John  fhould  not  bludi  for 
“ His  pardmonious  are  to  blame.  [fhamej 

What  though  in  W^isdom’s  crucible  his  head, 

“ Prove  that  it  dealeth  lefs  in  gold  than  lead : 

B b 4 “ Unlkill’d 
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Unfl<iird  on  claffic  ground  to  cut  a caper. 

Yet  knoweth  John  the  price  of  print  and  paper; 
His  nice  difcerning  knowledge  none  deny. 

On  crown,  imperial,  fool’s-cap,  and  demy. 

On  blanket,  fheeplkins,*  urine,  John  cm  thinks 
Myfelf  would  take  his  fentiments  on  ink ; 

Myfelf  would  take  his  fentiments  on  letters ; 

On  fyllables,  indeed.  I’d  aflc  his  betters. 

“ The  meaneji  mortal  let  us  not  deride : 

Lo ! beafts  of  burden  oft  muft  be  our  guide ; 

Yes,  through  the  dark  and  unknown  track,  of  courfe, 

I yield  up  all  opinion  to  my  horfe.” 

Truth,  let  fair  Truth  for  ever  rule  my  rhymes! 
I’m  told  this  lady  vifits  thee  fometimes  ! 

How  kind ! how  humble ! thus  the  God  of  day 
Deigns  to  a mudpool  to  impart  his  ray ! 

Amidft  the  paffions  roar,  a clam’rous  hoft. 

Oft  is  the  gentle  voice  of  Reason  loft ! 

How  try’ft  thou,  butcher-like,  to  carve  my  work^j 
And  treat  each  fweet-foul’d  ftanza,  like  a Turk  I 
From  fuch  fad  readers  Heav’n  the  Mufe  proteft. 
Proud  to  find  fault,  and  raptur’d  with  defedl: ! 

Yet,  though  thou  frown' Jl  on  Peter’s  every  line. 
Behold  the  diff’  rence,  John  1 he  f miles  on  thine » 

Say, 


* Neceflary  for  making  Printers  balls. 
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Say  not  I hate  each  man  of  verfe  and  pr®fc ; 

I rcv’rence  genius,  John,  where’er  it  grows: 

Whene’er  it  beams  through  Ignorance’s  night;, 

I mark  the  ftranger  with  as  keen  delight 
As  looks  the  Pilgrim  on  Baflbra’s  tow’rs. 

Her  ftreams,  ambrofial  blooms,  and  myrtle  bow’rs  j 
Who,  long  deny’d  of  Hope’s  fweet  cup  to  tafte, 

Jiad  figh’d  amidft  the  folitary  wafte. 

Blame  not  the  Bard,  thou  man  of  letter'd  pride. 
Who,  taking  not  Dame  Prudence  for  thy  guide, 
Didft  ftone  tlie  poet’s  manlion  like  an  afs. 

Forgetting  that  thy  own  was  made  of  glafs. 

Know,  John,  that  palTion  maketh  man  a fwine: 

Know  this,  and  bid  thy  condudt  copy  mine. 

When  deeming  me  a Saracen  in  heart. 

Why,  fimple  John,  attempt  my  road  to  thwart? 
Amidft  thy  walks,  ftiould  bullies  meet  thine  eye, 
Compos’dly  let  thofe  bullies  pafs  thee  by. 

To  buftling  bravoes,  for  my  eafe  and  pride, 

I give  the  wall,  and  fmiling  turn  afide. 

Thus,  if  a rock  or  log  the  ftream  oppofe. 

That  fweetly  lambent  from  its  fountain  flows. 

No  foamy  turbulence  the  rills  betray. 

But,  eafy  yielding,  wind  in  peace  away. 

My 
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My  hate  of  courtiers,  how  thine  anger  drew ! 

I own  I loathe  St.  James’s  fervile  crew: 

Where’er  the  fmiles  of  royalty  are  found. 

The  lazy  clan  of  courtiers  crouch  around : 

Thus,  on  the  country  towns  when  Phoebus  fhines, 
Amidft  the  radiance  ev’ry  cur  reclines  j 
And  lo  ! negledful  of  the  mice  and  rats. 

Each  ftreet  prefents  us  with  a line  of  cats. 

Truth  needs  not,  John,  the  eloquence  of  oaths. 
Not  more  fo  than  a decent  fuit  of  clothes 
Requires  of  broad  gold  lace  th’  expenfive  glare. 

That  makes  the  linfey-woolfy  million  ftarc : 

Bcfides,  a proverb,  fuited  to  my  wilh. 

Declares  that  fwearing  never  catcheth  fifh. 

’Tis  vulgar — I have  faid  it  o’er  and  o’erj 
Then  keep  thy  temper,  man,  and  fwcar  no  more. 
Struck,  nay,  half-petrified,  that  Banks  Ihould  dare. 
Indecent  fellow ! ravifii  Newton’s  chair  j 
Mock  fuch  as  Wisdom’s  facred  mines  explore. 

And  kick  the  Arts  and  Sciences  to  doorj 
Malcing  (methinks  a monftrous  impropriety) 

A fly-club  of  a great  and  fam’d  Society : 

The  Mufe,  with  virtuous  indignation  ftung. 

In  rhyme’s  ftrong  chains  the  brazen  culprit  hung; 

When, 
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When,  with  the  fury  of  a thoiifand  foes, 

Howl’d  the  wild  tempeft  of  thy  vcrfe  and  profc ! 
Shock’d  that  an  idle  goillp,  Madam  Thrale,* 

And  he,t  a feather,  Genius  in  thy  fcale. 

High  panting  for  the  echo  of  a name. 

Should  meanly^ crucify  poor  Johnson’s  famci 
I own  I glow’d  with  more  than  mortal  ire. 

And  fix’d  to  Satire’s  fcourge  my  fiiarpeft  wire ; 
When  lo ! the  poet’s  vifage  to  begrime. 

Forth  rufii’d  thy  muddy  fluice  of  profe  and  rhyme ; 
For  this,  againft  my  will,  indeed  with  tears, 

I Ihow’d  a grinning  land  thy  afs’s  ears. 

Fir’d  that  the  Mufe  Ihould  daringly  fuggefl; 

How  ftars  have  beam’d  upon  the  blackeji  bread: ; 

Juft  like  their  heav’nly  coufins  all  fo  bright. 

O’er  the  dark  mantle  of  old  mother  Night  ; 

Should  hint  (by  Fortune’s  wild  vagaries  plac’d) 
That  Crowns  may  feel  themfelves  at  times  difgrac’d; 
To  take  a King’s  and  courtiers  part  fo  prone. 

Full  at  my  forehead  didft  thou  fling  the  ftonej 
But  thanks  to  Phoebus,  who  fecur’d  my  crown. 

No  David  thou,  to  bring  Goliah  down ! 

Griev’d 


• Now  Madam  PiozzI, 


f Mr.  James  Bofwcll. 
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Griev’d  that  th’  ambitious  Mufe  a Prince  fhould 
Whofe  name  difFufes  luftre  o’er  her  lays ; [praifc, 
A Prince  whofe  only  fault  is  want  of  art, 

Whofe  horrid  vice,  benevolence  of  heart ; 

Which  little  abjeft  fouls  profulion  call. 

And  o’er  each  aftion  vainly  fpit  their  gall : 

Griev’d  that  the  Mufe  attack’d  with  fcorn  a Man^ 
Unlucky  form’d  on  Nature’s  hungry  plan  j 
Who,  lord  of  millions,  trembles  for  his  ftore. 

And  fears  to  give  a farthing  to  the  poor  i 
Proclaims  that  penury  will  be  his  fate. 

And,  fcowling,  looks  on  charity  with  hate ; 

Whofe  matchlefs  avarice  is  meat  and  drink. 

That  dreads  to  Ipill  a fingle  drop  of  ink; 

On  each  fuperfluous  letter  vents  a figh. 

And  faves  the  little  dot  upon  an  i ; 

Happy  e’en  Nature’s  tendered:  ties  to  flight. 

And  Vilely  rob  an  offspring  of  his  right : 

Forth  rufh’d  thy  venom — harmlefs,  too,  it  flow’dj 
For  man  defies  the  poifon  of  a toad ; 

Vex’d  that  the  Mufe  (as  if  fhe  utter’d  trcafon) 

Should  try  to  bring  poor  Boswell  back  to  reafon ; 
(Herculean  toil,  to  keep  fuch  folly  under!) 

T-.oud  from  thy  head’s  dark  cloud  I felt  thy  thunder ! 

WhcM 
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When,  mad  t’induce  the  world  to  deem  thee  wife. 
Thou  ftar’dft  through  fpeftacles  with  fapient  eyes  j 
Say,  did  I cry,  th’  impoftor  to  expofe, 

V 

“ See  John’s  whole  ftock  of  wifdom  on  his  nofel’* 
Cat-like,  becaufe  the  world  my  lyrics  read. 

Thine  envy  claw’d  the  laurel  on  my  head ; 

Yet  claw’d  I not  again,  with  cat-like  fpleen. 

The  drooping  leaves  of  thy  fad  Magazine: 

Touch’d  not  thy  trafli,  nor  Hayley’s  tinfel  fluffy 
Nor  frefh,  ftale,  new  antiquities  of  Gough 
Indeed  I’m'  tender-confcienc’d  on  that  fcore. 

And  learn  to  look  with  pity  on  the  poor  s 
No  Mohawk  I,  in  fcenes  of  horror  bred, 

I fcorn  to  fcalp  the  dying  or  the  dead ; 

Yet  well  thou  knoweft  that,  with  trifling  toil. 

On  Satire’s  gridir’n  I could  bid  thee  broil — • 

Turn  tuneful  butcher,  cut  thee  into  quarters. 

And  give  thee,  John,  for  one  of  Folly’s  martyrsa 
I fee  thy  vanity  in  all  its  fiilnefs  j 
The  turbot,  ven’fon  of  afpiring  dulnefs  1 
And  let  me,  O rare  epicure,  remark. 

That  thou  haft  got  a gullet  like  a lhark, 

A maga-- 

* A maker  of  antiqauies,  and  one  of  Sir  Jofeph  Banks’s 
copper-farthing  oracles,'  and  conftant  tea  and  toaft  men. 
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Myfelf  as  merciful  as  man  can  be, 

I grieve  to  find  that  mercy  not  in  thee. 

Behold,  amidft  their  fhort’ning,  panting  breath. 

Poor  fouls ! the  dying  dread  thee  more  than  death : 

“ Oh!  fave  us  from  John  Nichols  1”  is  the  cry. 
Let  not  that  death-hunter  know  where  we  lie ; 

“ What  in  delirium  from  our  lips  may  fall, 

“ Oh  1 hide — our  letters,  burn  them,  burn  them  all ! 
“ Oh ! let  not  from  the  tomb  our  ghofts  complain ! 

“ O Jefu  ! we  fhall  foon  be  up  again; 

“ Condemn’d,  alas  I to  grin  with  grifly  mien, 

‘‘  ’Midft  the  pale  horrors  of  his  Magazine ; 

Like  felons  firft  in  Newgate-ballads  fung, 

“ Then  (giv’n  to  Infamy)  on  Hounflow  hung!” 
Know,  when  thou  took’ft  of  Ariftarch  the  chair. 

My  eyes  expanded  only  to  a flare : 

Softly,  indeed,  unto  myfelf^  I figh’d, 

« JOH  NsoN,*  thy  place  is  d--nably  fupply’d: 

Not  that  I think  this  idol  of  the  million, 

Longinus,  Ariflotle,  or  Quintilian ; 

Who  gives  (againfl  found  tafte  fo  apt  to  fm) 

" A pyramid’s  importance  to  a pin ; ' 

" On 

* The  late  Dr.  Johnfon  fuperintended  this  Magazine : a poll 
©f  honour  and  profit  alTumed  afterwards  by  Miller  John  Nichols. 
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" On  ev’ry  theme,  alike  his  pompous  artj 
The  general  conflagration  or  a f — 

When  into  Fame’s  fair  dome,  t’infult  her  throne. 
So  free,  as  if  the  houfe  had  been  thy  own. 

Thou  dar’dft  to  fliove  a vile  conundmm  crew. 

Fellows  whom  Phoebus  nor  the  Mufes  knewj 
Speak,  did  I tell  the  Nation  with  my  pen, 

Ho'w  Fame  in  anger  kick’d  them  out  agenj 
Threw  at  their  heads  the  lumber  of  their  brains. 

And  call’d  thee  a pert  puppy  for  thy  pains  ? 

On  fuch  mark’d  impudence  did  I harangue. 

And  give  to  public  fcorn  the  pigmy  gang  ? 

Short  are  the  hours  that  fmuggled  praife  can  laft. 

An  echo,  a poor  meretricious  blaft ; 

A fudden  guft  that  bids  old  ruins  flare. 

And,  howling,  whirls  a feather  .through  the  air. 
Flatt’ry,  a little  fly  deceiving  lafs. 

With  fmile  refiftlefs,  and  a front  of  brafs. 

Shall  reign,  perchance,  the  idol  of  a day ; 

Then,  like  a batter’d  harridan,  decay ; 

Whilft  Truth,  unfading,  lifts  the  head  fublimc. 

And  dares  the  formidable  rage  of  Time. 

Thou  dragon  of  th’  Hefperian  fruit,  call’d  praife ^ , 
Whofe  Icather-ftrctching  confcience  interefl  fwaysj 

Shame, 


I 
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Shame,  that,  through  fordid  avarice  and  fplcerii 
None  tafte,  but  fuch  as  cram  thy  Magazine ! 

Charm’d  as  a child  whofe  doting  eye  regards 
Its  imitation  of  Saint, Paul’s  with  cards; 

When,  fir’d  by  Plutarch’s  venerable  name, 

Whofe  genius  rais’d  a pyramid  to  fame. 

Thou  gav’ft  of  Bowyer’s  life  a goflip’s  ftoryj 
And  only  rear’dft  a dunghill  to  thy  glory ; 

I rail’d  not  at  thine  infant  emulation. 

Nor  fpread  thy  weaknefs,  John,  around  the  nation; 
Nay,  griev’d  was  I,  as  all  the  world  can  tell. 

That  thou  fhouldft  write  a book*  that  would  not 

I 

Jell, 

When,  tort’ring  the  poor  gamut  wild  and  loud. 

Thou  fcrap’dft  harfh  difeords  on  thy  Mufe’s  crowd  j 
What  though  I flopp’d  my  ears  with  all  rriy  pow’rs; 

I mourn’d  the  labour  of  thy  tunelefs  hours^ 

Oft  have  I whifper’d  to  myfelf,  “ Enough 
Of  this  moft  tirefome  fellow’s  monthly  fluff : 

« Pari, 

* Unfortunately  for  poor  John,  every  book  that  he  has  pub- 
liflied  has  been  poffelTed  of  fo  much  of  the  vis  inertia  as  not  to 
be  able  (to  ufe  the  bookfeller’s  phrafe)  to  move  off\  witnefs  the 
Life  of  Old  Bowyer,  the  guttings  of  old  Magazines  and  Ladles’ 
Diaries,  called  Mifcellanies,  the  ProgrelTes  of  Queen  Elizabeth, 
editions  of  trafh  of  every  denomination,  &c.  &c. 
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A magazine ! a pedlar’s,  huckfter’s  fhop, 

“ That  harbours  brufh,  and  cabbage-net,  and  mop, 
**  Pan,  gridir’n,  button,  buckle,  bodkin,  bead. 
Tape,  turnip,  malkins,  nightcaps  green  and  red, 

**  Pins,  pipkins,  gartei*s,  oatmeal,  Jordan,  dilh. 
Stale  loaves,  and  rufty  nails,  and  {linking  fifli  j*' 
Yet  bade  I not  the  world  its  laughs  prepare. 

To  meet  thy  miferable  monthly  ware: 

Nay,  man,  Wt  prats' d — for  example,  fald, 

“ Lo  ! in  his  cumbrous  magazine  difplay’d 
‘‘  Once  in  a year  a verfe  to  raife  our  wonder. 

Which  proves  that  John  may  make  a lucky  blunder : 
How  like  the  heavy  mountain,  on  whofe  fide 
“ A daify  {larts  in  folitary  pride  !” 

Lo ! from  ebriety  their  fons  to  fave. 

The  Greeks  oft  fhow’d  the  lads  a drunken  flave: 

I thus  might  thee,  O gingling  John,  difplay, 

A fad  example  in  the  rhyming  way 
P'or  printers  and  their  demons  to  avoid, 

Whofe  labours  might  more  wifely  be  employ’d  j 
But  Pity  fweetly  whifpers  in  my  ear, 

**  Expofe  not  childhood  that  deferves  a tear  i 
Set  not  the  roaring  lion  at  a rat, 

‘‘  Nor  call  down  thunder  to  deftroy  a gnat.” 

VoL.  IL  C c 
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When  mad  for  honours* — fofdy  have  I faid, 

“ What  imp  could  put  it  in  the  Printer’s  head  ? 

Oh  ! may  the  fates  the  maniac  over-rule, 

“ For  titles  cannot  dignify  a fool  1” 

Complain  not  that  I’ve  wrong’d  thy  reputation. 

By  calling  thee  the  fillieft  in  the  nation ; 

No,  Jolm,  be  comforted — it  cannot  be; 

I think  I know  a few  that  equal  thee. 

Swear,  fwear  not  that  I’ve  faid,  to  wound  thy  fame. 
That  hirelings  wrote  each  work  which  bears  thy  name ; 
How  falfe ! I know  thou  wroteft  many  a line  j 
Lo  ! all  the  blunders  of  the  books  are  thine. 

A literary  jackdaw  thou,  god  wot  1 
Yet  by  that  thievilh  name  I call’d  thee  not : 

A carrion  crow  that  lives  upon  tire  dead ; 

Yet  hawk-like  pounc’d  I not  upon  thy  head: 

A daring  coiner ; lo ! I let  thee  pafs. 

Nor  once  impeach’d  thy  literary  brafs  I 

Speak 

* John’s  ambition  to  be  a Common-council  man  was  violent 
for  a long  time;  great  were  the  pains  ufed,  manifold  were  the 
contrivances  employed,  and  prodigious  was  the  intereft  made 
for  the  obtention  of  this  honour. — A vacancy  happening  in  Far- 
ringdon  Ward,  John’s  more  lucky  genius  prevailed,  and  his 
wifhes  were’  gratified ; thus  is  he  in  the  way  of  being  what  I 
have  in  an  ode  prophefied  of  Mr.  Autlloneer  Skinner, 

“ If  things  go  fair. 

Proud  London’s  proud  Lord  Maj’r.” 
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Speak—when,  enamour’d  of  thy  monthly  hafh. 
Thou  clapp’dft  another  fixpence  on  thy  trafh. 

Once  didft  thou  hear  me  in  a pafllon  roar, 

" Was  ever  impudence  like  this  before?” 

Inftead  of  making  in  th’  affair  a fufs. 

In  mild  foliloquy  I whifper’d  thus: 

How  bleft  the  fool  ! he  thinks  he  all  things  knows  I 
“ Withj'oy  he  walces,  with  joy  his  eyelids  clofe  ; 

“ Pleas’d  through  the  world  to  fpread  his  own  renown, 
“ With  calm  contempt  he  looks  on  others  down; 
Self  and  his  own  dear  works  th’  eternal  theme. 

His  daily  idol,  and  his  nightly  dream ; 
Thrice-envied  Being,  whom  no  tongue  can  wound, 
“ In  Pride’s  impenetrable  armour  bound ! 

How  much  in  happinefs  beyond  the  wise. 

Who  view  die  greateft  men  with  pitying  eyes  ; 

O’er  human  imbecillity  who  groan. 

And  figh  to  think  how  Utile's  to  be  known  !” 

Oh,  do  not  to  the  Mufes  hill  refort, 

^fop’s  dull  brute  !* — a bumpkin  ’midll  a court: 
With  brother  council  crack  the  clumfy  joke, 

'Midft  beer  and  brandy,  bread  and  cheefe,  and  fmoke  j 
Defcend  the  ladder  to  the  clouds  below. 

Where  ordinary  men  of  twopence  go ; 

C c 2 . Where 

The  fable  of  the  Gentleman,  the  Afs,  and  the  Lapdog. 
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Where  vagrant  knives  and  forks  are  bound  In  chains. 
And  never  tablecloth  is  fpoil’d  by  ftains ; 

Where,  in  the  board’s  black  hole,  (fuperb  defigni) 
Pepper  and  fait  in  matrimony  join; 

And  in  another  hole,  with  frown  and  fmile. 

Much  too  like  marriage,  vinegar  and  oil  !— 

Where  for  a towel  (economic  thought !} 

A monftrous  maftiff,  after  dinner  brought. 
Complacent  waits  on  Gentlemen'^  commands. 

And  yields  his  back  of  fhag  to  wipe  their  hands—  ♦ 
Such  Is  the  fcene  where  thou  fhouldft  ever  lit. 

Form’d  to  thy  tafte,  and  fuited  to  thy  wit. 

Deal  not  in  Hift’ry ; often  have  I faid 
’Twill  prove  a moft  unprofitable  trade : 

Talk  not  of  Painting,  for  thou  know’ft  her  not; 
Such  coy  acquaintance  will  not  boil  thy  pot : 

Nor  make  ftrong  love  to  Music ; ’tis  a Dame 
Who  fmiles  not  on  the  fouls,  of  earth,  but  flame. 
Pufh  not  thy  brain  to  thought — thou  canfl:  not  think : 
From  metaphyiics  fhould  thy  genius  fhrink  1 
To  thee  fuperior,  fee  the  Goddess  rife. 

And  hide  her  lofty  head  amidft  the  fkies ! 

Behold  eternal  mift  her  beauties  fhroud. 

And  ’tis  not  thy  weak  eye  can  pierce  die  cloud. 

5 Curs’d 
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Curs’d  with  the  common  furor  of  inditing. 


Yet  if  thy  head  poflefs  the  mange  of  writing; 
Go  with  biography  and  cool  thy  rage. 

Pen  lives  that  cannot  well  difgrace  thy  page; 
Defcribe  whom  ev’ry  nobler  virtue  curfes. 


A Pair  who  mum-pj  with  millions  in  their  purfes* 
If  loftier  fubjects  thy  ambition  call. 

Go  fing  tlie  ftaring  giants  of  Guildhall. 


*fhe  Poet  complaineth  of  the  cruelty  of  Authors, 
Authoresses,  and  the  Blue-stocking  Club. 


ELEGY  TO  APOLLO. 

are  my  enemies  In  trade,  God  knows ! 


There’s  not  a poet  but  would  flop  my  note ; 

With  fuch  a world  of  fpite  their  venom  flows. 

With  fuch  good-will  the  knaves  would  cut  my  throat. 

Yet  how  have  I offended,  Phcebus,  fay. 

To  get  fo  much  ill-blood,  fuch  curfmg  looks  ? 

Is  it  becaufe  my  more  ambitious  lay 

Difdains  to  vifit  trunk-makers  and  cooks  ? 


C c 3 
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With  theirs  to  vifit  grocers,  and  the  men 
Who  fortune,  in  that  weed  tobacco,  fee ; 

From  thence  come  deeply  laden  back  agen. 

With  fugar,  pigtail,  pepper,  and  rappee  ? 

The  man  of  words,  of  ftilt-fupported  phrafe. 

The  glift’ring  Havley  fcorns  whate’er  I write; 
This  Will-o’wifp  of  verfe  difdains  my  lays; 

Tales,  Odes,  nor  Loufiads,  yield  the  leaft  delight ! 

So  lofty i yet  in  ware  fo  humbly  dealing ! 

So  claffically  taftelefs ! big  with  nought! 

So  tender,  yet  fo  deftitute  of  feeling ! 

So  fentimental  too,  without  a thought  I 

\ -r 

I fee  the  band  of  Blue-stockings  arife, 

Hiftoric,  critic,  and  poetic  dames ! > - 

7his  lifts  her  palms,  and  that  her  marv’lling  eyes. 
And  fqueaks,  “ The  fellow’s  ftuff  fliould  feel  tlic 
flames ; 

Such  is  the  way  his  works  fliould  come  to  light." — 
Thus  rail  thofe  dames  of  clalTic  erudition ; 

Thus,  leagu’d  with  Wit,  unmerciful  tliey  bite 
Thy  fav’rite  Bard,  O Phcebus,  and  Phyfician! 

' , . And 
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And  now  I hear  a fcore  in  union  bawl. — 

In  cold  contempt  -fliall  poor  Piozzr  figh  ? 

Miss  Hannah  More  into  oblivion  fall? 

‘‘  Dear  Mistress  Montague  neglected  lie? 

Thofe  rich  Corinthian  pillars  of  our  club. 

Sink  to  the  ground  fo  vile,  with  dull;  befpread  j 
“ Whilft  hcj  of  motley  poetry  the  Scrub,* 

Eredls,  Coloflus-like,  his  brazen  head ! 

" Oh ! let  the  fcullion  ufe  his  vapid  book 

Inftead  of  dilhclouts,  when  her  hands  Ihe  wipes ! 
Oh ! let  the  kindled  leaves  affift  the  cook, 

“ And  of  old  wafherwomen  light  the  pipes  I” 

Thus  in  my  condemnation  they  agree. 

The  mighty  cloud-r^ppV  petticoated  wise  j 
Whilft  pleas’d  (as  confcious  of  the  juft  decree) 

In  proud  difdain  their  ftiuff-clad  nofes  rife! 

The  Milfes  fad  of  elegy,  my  foes. 

Say  my  rude  genius  wants  the  genuine  fire ; 

Bald  half  my  rhymes,  my  verfes  meafur’d  profe ; 
That  bears  would  better  touch  the  Mufe’s  lyre. 

C c 4 “ The 

* The  Poet  here  moft  fancifully  alludeth  to  Mr.  Scrub, 
the  fervant  of  all  work,  in  Farquhar’s  play  of  the  Beaux 
Stratagems 
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The  riddle  and  conundrum  mongers  cry, 

“ Pfhaw  ! d-mn  his  Lyrics,  Loufiads — d-mn’emall; 
His  ftrength  in  fields  diarian  dares  he  try  ? 

Soon  would  the  Almanack  record  his  fall  1” 

Thus  with  dread  voice  my  enemies  exclaim ! 

Thus  am  I doom’d  to  gulp  the  bitter  pill  1 
Themfelves,  fair  traders oi the  Mount,”  they  name; 
But  me  a fmuggler  on  thy  facred  hill ! 

God  of  us  Lyrics,  lhall  I rouze  my  rhyme. 

Confound  the  gang,  and  vindicate  my  lay ; 

Or  calmly  leave  them  to  devouring  Time, 

Who  dineth  on  fuch  witlings  every  day  ? 


A dif- 
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A difcontent,  mingled  with  fome  grumbling,  amongll  the  more 
enlightened  members  of  the  Royal  Society,  on  account  of  Sir 
Joseph’s  non-communication  of  wifdom  to  the  Royal  Jour- 
nals, fpurred  the  Knight  on  at  laft  (without  the  help  of 
Balaam’s  Angel)  to  open  his  mouth. — He  told  an  Intimate 
friend  that  he  had  made  a difcovery  that  would  aftonilh  the 
World,  enrich  the  journals,  and  render  himfelf  immortal — 
with  the  moft  important  confidence  and  philofophic  fplemnity, 
he  affirmed  that  he  was  upon  the  very  eve  of  proving  what  had 
never  entered  into  the  foul  of  man,  viz.  that  Fleas  were 
Lobfters — that  Jonas  Dryander  was  ordered  to  colledl; 
fifteen  hundred  Fleas,  and  boil  them ; which,  if  they  changed 
to  the  fine  crimfon  of  the  Lobfter,  would  put  the  identity  of 
thefpecies  beyond  the  poffibility  of  doubt.  At  length  the  beds 
of  the  Prefident  were  ranfacked  by  his  Flea-crimp,  honeft 
Jonas — fifteen  hundred  of  the  hopping  inhabitants  were 
caught,  and  paffed  the  dreadful  ordeal  of  boiling  water; 
with  what  fuccefs,  O gentle  Reader,  the  Ode  will  inform  thee. 


SIR  JOSEPH  BANKS 

ANID 

THE  BOILED  FLEAS. 


Blest  be  the  man  who  thought  upon  a college, 
The  market  of  all  forts  of  knowledge. 


Th’  emporium^  as  we  claffic  people  fay ; 
Nay,-  he  upon  Jocieties  who  thought. 

To  learning’s  ftock  a deal  of  treafure  brought. 
Dragging  Obscurity  fo  deep  to  day; 
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Making  the  dame  turn  out  her  bag. 

Conceal’d  beneath  her  inky  cloak ; 

Examining  the  fmalleft  rag. 

Blacken’d  by  Time’s  moft  facred  fmoke; 

To  ufe  a fimile  a little  rough. 

Stripping  dame  Nature  to  her  very  huff'. 

Or,  to  be  fomwhat  more  in  fpeech  refin’d. 

By  dint  of  pow’rs  of  eye  and  mind, 

Enlight’ning  what  through  darknefs  might  efcape ; 
Embroid’ring  thus  with  filver  fpangles,  crape. 

The  mention  of  focieties  recalls 
Of  Somerfet  * the  lofty  walls. 

The  hive  where  fam’d  Sir  Joseph  reigns  Queen  Bee; 
Though  men,  to  whom  Sir  Joseph  is  not  known, 
Moft  certainly  muft  take  him  for  a drone ; . 

Whofe  face,  by  floven  Nature’s  hard  decree. 
Seems  form’d  fair  ladies  pockets  to  alarm,  j 
Rather  than  fteal  fair  ladies  hearts  by  charm. 

Well!  fo  much  for  Sir  Joseph’s  face. 

And  eke  about  the  hive-like  place. 

Where  fam’d  Sir  Joseph  reigns  Queen  Bee: 

And  verily  Queen  Bee’s  a proper  name  ; 

For,  Reader,  know  it  is  a royal  dame. 

Who  to  her  fubjedls  iflueth  decree ; 

Sendeth 

* The  Royal  Society  hold  their  meetings  there. 
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Sendeth  her  fubjecls  eafl  and  weft. 

To  pitch  on  flowers  and  weeds  the  beft. 

And  bring  fweet  treafure  to  the  hive; 

She  keepeth,  too,  of  gentlemen  a band. 

To  fay  foft  things  and  flatter,  kifs  her  hand. 

Who  eat  the  honey  for  fuch  deeds,  and  thrive. 

Sir  Joseph  has  his  flatt’rers,  too,  in  hand. 

Who  fay  foft  things — ^yea,  very  Joft  indeed. 

For  which  the  gentle  flatt’ring  band 

Gain^butter’d  toaft,  fweet  Flatt’ry’s  oily  meed. 

A girl  for  novelty  where’er  it  lies. 

In  molTes,  fleas,  or  cocklelhells,  or  flies. 

Sir  Joseph  ever  feeks  for  fomething  new; 

Of  this,  whene’er  he  fits,  he  gravely  talks. 

Or  whilft  he  eats,  or  drinks,  or  runs,  or  walks, 
Amidft  his  royal  and  attendant  crew. 

ONE  morning,  at  his  houfe  in  Soho-Square, 

As,  with  a folemn,  awe-infpiring  air, 

« 

Amidft  fome  royal  fycophants  he  fat ; 

Moft  manfully  their  mafticators  ufing, 

Moft  pleafantly  their  greafy  mouths  amufing 

With  coffee,  butter’d  toaft,  and  birds-neft  chat ; . 

In 
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In  Jonas  Dryander,  the  fav’rite,  came. 

Who  manufadures  all  Sir  Joseph’s  fame-— 

Whatluck?”Sir  Joseph  bawl’d— “fay,  Jonas, fay. 
“ I’ve  boil’d  juft  fifteen  hundred,”  Jonas  whin’d; 
The  dev’l  a one  change  colour  could  I find,”— 
Intelligence  creating  dire  difmay  ! 

Then  Jonas  cui*s’d,  with  many  a wicked  wifh. 

Then  fhow’d  the  ftubborn  fleas  within  the  difli. 

How!”  roar’d  the  Prefident,  and  backward  fell— 
“ There  goes,  then,  my  hypothefis  to  hell!” — 

And  now  his  head  in  deep  defpair  he  fliook ; 

Now  clos’d  his  eyes ; and  now  upon  his  breaft. 

He,  mutt’ring,  dropp’d  his  fable  beard  unbleft; 

Now  twirl’d  his  thumbs,  and  groan’d  with  piteous 
look. 

Drcad-ftruck,  fat  Aubert,  Blagdon,  Planta,  Woidc, 
Whofe  jaw-bones  in  the  mumbling  trade  employ’d. 
Half  open’d,  gap’d,  in  fudden  Jiupor  loft ; 

Whilft,  from  the  mouth  of  ev’ry  gaping  man. 

In  mazy  rill  the  cream-clad  coffee  ran. 

Supporting  dainty  bits  of  butter’d  toaft. 

Now  gaining  fpeech,  the  parafitic  crowd 
J..eap’d  up,  and  roar’d  in  unifon  aloud : 

“ Hcav’ns ! 
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**  Heav’ns  ! what’s  the  matter ! dear  Sir  Joseph, 
pray  ?’* 

Dumb  to  their  qucftions  the  Great  Man  remain’d : 
'The  Knight,  deep  pond’ring,  nought  vouchfaf’dto  fay. 

Again  the  Gentlemen  their  voices  ftrain’d : 

Sudden  the  President  of  Flies,  fo  fad. 

Strides  round  the  room,  with  difappointment  mad, 
Whilft  ev’ry  eye  enlarg’d  with  wonder  rolls ; 

And  now  his  head  againft  the  wainfcot  leaning, 

•“  Since  you  mufi  know,  muji  know  (he  figh’d)  the 
meaning. 

Fleas  are  not  lobfters,  d-mn  their  fouls.”* 

• The  author  would  not  have  fo  frequently  taken  the  liberty 
of  putting  vulgarifms  into  the  worthy  Prefident’s  mouth,  had  he 
aot  previouily  known  that  Sir  Jofeph  was  the  moll  accomplifhed 
fwearer  of  the  Royal  Society. 
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Sir,  you  fie !— I fcorn  your  word. 

Or  any  man’s  that  wears  a fword. 

For  all  you  huff,  who  cares  a t— d? 

Or  who  cares  for  you ! Catck. 
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Little  did  I think  that  a man  of  my  mild  and 
peaceable  difpofition,  that  would  not  hurt  a cat, 
Ihould  be  forced  out  to  battle : but  fuch  is  the  au- 
dacity of  the  times — (O  temporal  6 mores!)  I have 
ventured  forth  to  attack  this  Goliah  of  Ode  and  Im- 
pudence j and  I hope,  with  God’s  afliftance,  like 
little  David,  to  cut  off  his  head.  I communicated 
with  my  good  friend  Mr,  William  FIayley,  who 
is  a conftant  communicant  to  my  Gentleman's  Maga- 
zine^  bodi  in  verfe  and  profe,  that  is  to  fay,  in  rhyme 
and  criticifm  j whom  I may  rightly  term  one  of  the 
great  pillars  of  my  Gentleman's  Magazine^  which 
every  Gentleman  in  the  kingdom,  I hope,  reads; 
which,  if  he  doth  not  read,  I hope  he  will  read,  as 
it  is  not  only  the  greateft  favourite  with  our  Mod: 
Gracious  Sovereign,  who  is  the  greateft  Monarch 
upon  earth,  but  alfo  with  his  Nobles,  who  are  men 
of  judgment  and  learning;  alfo  with  foreign  parts, 
who  tranflate  it  conftantly  into  their  language:  fo 
that,  if  I may  be  permitted  to  verfify  the  praife  of 
my  monthly  Publication  (for  indeed  I muft  own  I 
VoL.  II,  D d have 
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have  ^ great  itch  for  poetry),  I will  do  it  in  this 
poetical  diftich ; 

My  Magazine  all  magazines  excels; 

And,  what’s  ftill  better  too  for  John,  it  fells. 

I alked  Mr.  Hayley,  paying  him  the  compliment 
firfl:,  if  he  would  be  the  champion  to  encounter  this 
great  Mr.  Peter  Pindar.  To  this,  Mr.  Hayley 
replied,  after  fome  hefitation,  and  pondering,  and 
blowing  his  nofe  in  his  handkerchief,  that  he  did  not 
much  admire  a public  exhibition ; that  it  would  wear 
the  afpedf  of  a bruifing-match,  too  much  like  a fet-to 
of  JohnJon  and  Big  Ben  but  added  that  I might  do 
it,  if  I thought  proper.  But,”  fays  my  good  Friend, 
" I will  privately  attack  him,  under  a fidtitious  fig- 
nature;” — which  he  did  indeed,  and  gave  the  auda- 
cious fellow  many  a good  thump,  in  verfe  and  profe : 
but  this  was  only  fmall-fhot,  with  deference  to  Mr, 
Hayley;  the  grand  artillery  was  referved  for  me. 

Kind  Reader,  wilt  thou  permit  me  to  fay  fome- 
thing  of  myfelf,  in  fimplicity  and  candour,  before  I 
ero  to  work  with  this  Caliban  ? When  I firft  took  the 

O 

chair  of  cfiticifm,  I own  that  I trembled ; for  1 am 
not  alhamed  to  "confefs,  that  fo  great  was  my  igno- 
rance, that  when  a correfpondent  fent  me  an  acco\int 
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of  an  ancient  coin,  I did  not  know  a fyllable  about  it 
— neither  the  meaning  of  reverje,  exergue,  or  legend: 
but  now,  thank  God,  I know  every  thing  apper- 
taining to  numijmata,  if  I may  be  indulged  with  a 
Latin  exprelTion.  Indeed  the  legends  ufed  to  perplex 
me  much,  in  as  much  as  I expofed  myfelf  greatly; 
for  I am  not  afhamed  to  confefs  my  ignorance.  I 
thought  that  AUG.  upon  a Roman  medal,  meant  the 
month  in  which  it  was  ftruck  off;  and  therefore  I 
deemed  it  Auguft : and  G.  P.  R.  which  I now  know 
to  be  Genio  Populi  Romani,  L verily  thought  to  be 
a coin  ftruck  by  one  George  Peter  Richardfon. 
The  figures  of  Romulus  and  Remus  fucking  a fhe- 
wolf,  I took  to  be  two  children  milking  a cow. 
D.  M.,  for  Diis  Manibus,  I took  to  be  David  Martin, 
or  Daniel  Mufgrove.  The  half-word  HEL,  figni- 
fying  Heliopolis,  I imagined  to  be  no  other  than^the 
Houfe  of  Satan.  JAN.  CLU.  that  is  to  fay,  Janum 
clufit,  I took  to  be  the  name  of  a man.  LUD. 
S^C.  F.  I verily  thought  to  be  downright  filthy, 
and  bluflied  for  the  Romans : but,  lo,  I afterwards 
difcovered  it  to  be  Ludos  Jaculares  fecit,  COS.  I 
thought  to  be  Cos  Lettuces,  which  only  meaneth 
Conjul-,  M.  F.  Mr.  Ford,  which  meaneth  Marci  ' 
Filins.  N.  C.  (wouldft  thou  think  it.  Reader  r) 

I tranflated  Nincompoop ; when,  lo ! it  meaneth 
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NobiliJJtmus  Cajar.  P.  P,  which  fignifieth  Fater 
F atria i I thought  might  mean  Peter  Pounce,  or  Philip 
Pumpkin.  ' R.P.  I alfo  thought  might  mean  Robert 
Penruddock,  or  Ralph  Pigwiggin,  or  any  other  name 
beginning  with  thofe  initials : but,  lo,  its  true  meaning 
I find  to.be  FeJ'puUica^  fignifying,  in  Englifh,  the 
the  Republic.  Thus  it  will  appear  that  I am  not 
afliamed  to  confefs  my  error,  which  this  enemy  of 
mine  dareth  not. 

TRIE.  POT.  which  only  meaneth  Trihunitia  Fo-- 
tefiate^  I aflually  imagined  meant  a tribe  of  Potatoes, 
and  that  the  coin  was  ftruck  on  account  of  a plenti- 
ful year  of  that  fruit.  S.  P.  Q^R.  which  meaneth 
only  Senatus  Fopulusque  Romanus,  unwifely,  yet  fun- 
nily, did  I make  out  to  be  Sam  Paddon;  a Queer 
Rogue ; for  as  much  as  I was  informed  that  the 
Romans  ftruck  coins  on  every  trifling  occafion, 
SCIP.  AS.  which  fignifieth  no  more  than  Sciph 
JfricanuSy  I read  literally  Skip  Afsj  but  for  why, 
I could  not  fay : — fuch  was  my  ignorance. 

Many  were  the  impofitions  upon  me : — rings  for 
pigs  nofes  were  fent  me  for  nofe-jewcls  worn  by  the 
Roman  Ladies  j a piece  of  oxycroceum,  juft  made 
in  a druggift’s-lhop,  for  the  pitch  that  furroiinded  the 
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body  of  Julius  Casfar;  a large  brown  Jordan,  for  a 
lacrymatory ; a broken  old  black  fugar-bafon,  for  a 
druid  urn ; a piece  of  a watchman’s  old  lantern,  for  a 
Roman  lamp.  The  wig  of  the  famous  Boerhave 
was  alfo  fent  me  as  a curiofity ; the  roguery  of  which 
I did  not  difcover  till  an  engraving  of  the  wig  was 
nearly  finifhed,  colling  me  upwards  of  thirty  lliil- 
lings : — for,  lo ! Reader,  this  great  man  never  wore 
a wig  in  his  life. — In  my  Obituary,  too,  I made  great 
miftakes,  from  impofition;  as  I gave  the  deaths  of 
many  that  w'ere  not  dead,  and  others  that  never 
exilled.  Sometimes  the  wickednefs  of  correfpondents 
were  fuch,  that  I have  perpetuated  the  death  of  bull- 
dogs, greyhounds,  maftiffs,  horfes,  hogs,  &c.  in  my 
Obituary,  under  an  idea  that  they  were  people  of  con- 
fequence.  Indeed  I have  not  lluck  to  the  letter  of 
my  alfertion  at  the  head  of  my  Obituary,  that  declares 
it  to  be  a record  of  confiderable  perfons ; for  as  much 
as  I have  fometimes  put  a fcavenger  over  a Member 
of  Parliament,  a pig-driver  over  a Bilhop,  a lamp- 
lighter over  an  Alderman,  and  a chimney-fweeper 
over  a Duke : but  as  I was  delired  by  the  friends  of 
the  deceafed  to  do  it,  (for  who  is  not  ambitious  ?)  and 
as  I was  paid  for  it  too,  (and  who  can  withlland  a 
fee  ?)  I have  in  fome  little  meafure  difgraccd  my 

D d 3 Journal, 


4C6  a ROWLAND  FOR  AN  OLIVER. 

Journal,  and  forfeited  my  word. — My  prefent  anti- 
quarian knowledge,  gratitude  maketh  me  confels  that 
I owe  it  all  to  Mr.  R.  Gough,  of  Enfield,  who 
fome  years  ago  was  alfo  an  ignorant  and  illiterate 
gentleman,  like  myfelf, — but,  by  hard  lludy,  hath 
attained  to  his  prefent  perfection,  as  may  be  feen  in 
our  Topographia  Britamica^  which  is  not,  as  that 
arch-enemy  Peter  Pindar  hath  aflerted  it  to  be,  the 
idle  production  of  a couple  of  fellows  that  want  to 
make  a. fortune  by  a hiftory  of  cobwalls,  old  cham- 
berpots, and  rufty  nails.  My  friend  Mr.  Gough’s 
zeal  for  the  promotion  of  antiquarian  knowledge  can- 
not be  better  proved  than  by  his  running  the  rilk  of 
being  well  trounced,  for  borrowing  one  of  King 
Edward’s  fingers,  as  he  lay  expofed  a few  years  fmce, 
in  Weftminfter  Abbey ; which  finger  my  friend  gently 
flipped  i nto  his  pocket;  but,  unfortunately,  he  was 
perceived  by  the  Bilhop  of  Rochefter,  who,  to  the 
difgrace  of  the  antiquarian  fcience,  ordered  poor  Mr. 
Gough  to  be  fearched,  and  to  reftore  the  treafure.  Had 
it  not  been  for  this  impertinent  and  hawk-eyed  atten- 
tion of  the  Bifhop,  Sir  Joseph  Ayloffe,  and  other 
antiquarians  prefent  at  the  opening  of  the  Monarch’s 
coffin, — fuch  was  the  intrepidity  of  my  antiquarian 
friend  Gough,  that  he  would  have  attempted  the 
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beady  inftead  of  a pitiful  finger,  as  he  had  ori  a large 
watchman’s  coat  for  the  purpofe.  Nor  muft  I omit  the 
zeal  of  my  friend  Sir  Joseph  Banks  on  the  occafion; 
who,  on  hearing  what  was  going  on,  and  fufpe61ing 
that  King  Edward  might  have  been  lodged  in  pickle, 
galloped  off  with  a gallon  jugj  in  a hackney-coach, 
in  order  to  fill  it  with  the  precious  liquor,  as  a faucc 
for  his  future  Attic  entertainments  in  Soho-fquare; 
but  unfortunately  no  pickle  was  found,- 

I confefs  that  an  impudent  fellow  fent  me  for  my 
Obituary  the  following,  which  was  really  printed  off 
(but  cancelled)  before  I v/as  informed,  by  a friend, 
of  the  fallacy— to  wit ; “ On  Sunday  night  laft,  died 
“ Mrs.  Margery  Mouser,  a widow-lady,  beloved 
“ in  life,  and  lamented  in  death  j Ihe  Was  the  only 

daughter  of  Roger  Grimalkin,  Efq.  oIRatley.'^ 
— Ignorant,  indeed,  was  I that  it  was  an  impofition ; 
for,  gentle  Reader,  it  was  a dead  cat ! — Many  a good 
cuftomer  have  I gained  by  my  Obituary,  who  liked 
to  fee  themfelves  dead  in  my  Magazine — I mean 
their  relations  liked  to  fee  their  deaths  difplayed  in  a 
work  of  fo  much  refpeftability  as  mine.  But  enough 
of  myfelfi  and  now  for  Mafter  Peter, 
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In  the  fullnefs  of  my  paffion,  I at  firft  fet  me 
down,  and  faid  to  myfelf,  Fadt  indignatio  verjus — 
when,  behold ! in  lefs  than  two  hours  1 knocked  off 
the  following  Poem.  Some  time  after,  however, 
after  a deal  of  deep  thought  on  the  fubjedt,  it  ftruck 
me  that  I might  fight  this  Poet  Peter  againft  him- 
felfj  make  him,  like  fome  game-cocks,  cut  his  own 
throat  with  liis  own  fpurs.  Accordingly  I fet  about 
it,  and  collefted,  from  every  quarter,  his  manufcript 
verfes  of  every  denomination ; fome  written  in  Corn- 
wall, others  in  Devon,  others  in  the  Weft-Indies, 
others  in  Bath,  others  in  London ; as  alfo  fome  of  his 
L.etters,  particularly  thofe  to  the  King  of  the  Mos- 
quitoes, who  was  fent  for  by  the  Governor  of 
Jamaica,  foon  after  that  Gentleman  arrived  at  his 
government.  I have  alfo  collefled  fome  of  his 
Obfervations,  and  Sayings,  and  Speeches: — I may 
verily  fay,  Obfervations  on  men  and  manners,  with- 
out any  manners  at  all ; or,  in  plainer  phrafe,  much 
ill  manners.  Peter  muft  not  complain  of  my  flrow- 
ing  him  no  mercy  by  tliis  publication,  as  he  is  the 
moft  mercilefs  Mohawk  that  ever  fcalped. 


Nec  lex  ejl  jujiior  ulla 

^lam  neds  artifices  arte  ire  fiid. 
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POETICAL  ANSWER 

T 0 

MISTER  PETER  PINDAR’S 
BENEVOLENT  EPISTLE  TO  JOHN  NICHOLS, 


0 SON  of  wicked  Satan,  with  a Ibul 
Hot  as  his  hell,  and  blacker  than  his  coal ! 

Thou  falfe,  thou  foul- mouth’d  cenfurer  of  the  times, 

1 do  not  care  three  ftraws  for  all  thy  rhymes. 

Thy  wit  is  blunter  than  old  worn-out  Iheers  : 

% 

I’ll  make  a riddle  with  thee  for  thy  ears; 

Write  any  fort  of  verfe,  thou  bluft’ring  blade! 

Egad!  I’ll  fay,  like  Kecksy,  “ Who’s  afraid ?” — ■ 
Thank  God,  I’ve  talk’d  to  greater  folks  than  thee: 

In  that  I will  not  yield  to  any  HE ; 

No,  not  to  any  HE  that  wears  a head — 

Again  I’ll  fay,  like  Kecksy,  Who’s  afraid  ?” — 
Thank  God,  whene’er  I wifh  like  Kings  to  fare, 

I go,  unalk’d,  and  dine  with  my  Lord  May’r. 
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But  thou,  who  aflcs  thee,  varlet ! to  their  houfes  ? 
Fear’d  by  the  hufbands,  dreaded  by  the  fpoufes. 
May  God  Almighty  hear  v/hat  now  I fpeak ! — 
Some  Aldermen  would  gladly  break  thy  neck. 
Thou  teirft  us  thou  haft  ftruck  thy  lyre  to  Kings—* 
Yes,  faith,  and  founded  very  pretty  things. 
j'hou  blockhead,  thou  pretend  to  think  thy  rhymes 
Shall  live  to  fee  the  days  of  after-times ! 

Fool,  to  pretend  on  fubjedbs  great  to  ihin^. 

Or  e’en  to  Printers  Dev’ls  to  tune  the  line ! 

Sir,  let  me  humbly  beg  you  to  be  civil— 

Thou  know’ll  not  that  I was  a Printer’s  Dev’lJ 
So,  Sir,  your  fatire  wants  the  pow’r  to  drub^ 

In  thus  comparing  Nichols  to  a grub. 

Whate’er  thou  fay’ll.  I’m  not  of  vengeance  full. 
Nor  did  I ever  bellow 'like  a bull : 

And  grant  I am  a bull,  I lha’n’t  fuppole 
A cur  like  th^e  can  nail  me  by  the  nofe. 

Thou  lieft  when  thou  fayell,  like  a top. 

With  anger  rais’d,  I fpinn’d  about  my  fliop : 

Nor  did  I ever,  madden’d  by  thy  ftripes. 

Thou  prince  of  liars,  kick  about  my  types. 

Books  have  I written ; books  I Hill  will  write. 

And  give,  I hope,  to  gentlefolks  delight : 


With 
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With  charming  print,  and  copper-plates  fo  fine, 
Whofe  magazine  goes  off  fo  well  as  mine? 

Who,  pray,  like  me^  the  page  fo  fond  of  filling  ? 
Who  gives  more  curious  matter  for  a fhilling  ? 
England’s  firfl:  geniuses  I keep  in  pay ; 

Much  profe  I buy,  and  many  a poet’s  lay : 

The  filk-worm.  Hay  lev,  fpins  me  heaps  of  verfe; 
And  Gough,  antiquities  exceeding  fcarce; 

Great  Horace  Walpole  too,  with  fweet  good-will. 
Sends  me  choice  anecdotes  from  Strawb’ry-Hill : 

Mifs  Seward,  Miftrefs  Yeardsley,  and  MifsMoRE, 
Of  lines  (dear  women ! ) fend  me  many  a fcore. 

Thefe  are  the  nymphs  at  whom  thine  envy  rails— 
Fool ! of  their  gowns  not  fit  to  hold  the  tails — 

Thefe  are  the  men,  of  profe  and  verfe  the  knights. 
With  genius  flafhing,  like  the  nDrthern  lights ; 

Thefe  are  the  men  whofe  works  immortal  fhow 
The  man  of  literature  from  top  to  toe. 

But  thou’rt  a wen — a blue,  black,  bloated  tumour, 
Without  one  fingle  grain  of  wit  or  humour; 

Thy  Mufe  to  all  fo  confequential  ftruts. 

As  if  all  Helicon  were  in  her  guts ; 

A fifh-drab — a poor,  nafty,  ragged  thing. 

Who  never  dipp’d  her  muzzle  in  the  fpring. 
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Thou  think’ft  thyfeif  on  Pegafus  fo  fteady ; 

But,  Peter,  thou  art  mounted  on  a Neddy: 

Or,  in  the  London  phrafe — thou  Dev’nfhire  Monkey, 

Thy  Pegafus  is  nothing  but  a Donkey. 

I own,  my  vanity  it  well  may  raife. 

To  find  fo  many  gaping  for  my  praife ; 

Who  fend  fuch  flatt’ring  things  as  ne’er  were  feen. 

To  get  well  varnifli’d  in  my  Magazine: 

Indeed  I often  do  indulge  the  elves. 

And  fuffer  authors  to  commend  themfelves ; 

Wits  of  themfelves  can  write  with  happieft  fpirit. 

And  men  are  judges  of  their  proper  merit. 

Lumps  have  I giv’n  them  too  of  beef  and  pudding. 

That  helps  a hungry  genius  in  its  ftudying  j 

And  humming  porter,  when  their  Mufe  was  dry— 

For  this  be  glory  untb  God  on  high ! 

And  not  to  me^  who  did  not  make  the  pudding. 

Nor  beef^  affifting  genius  in  its  ftudying. 

To  authors,  yes.  I’ve  giv’n  both  boil’d  and  roaft,  ^ 

And  many  a time  a tankard  with  a toaft — 

But  God  forbid,  indeed,  that  I flioul  boaft ! 

. J . 

And  halfpence  too,  and  fixpences,  ecod ! 

But  boaft  avaunt ! — the  glory  be  to  God  ! 

To  Bards,  good  ftioes  and  ftockings  I have  giv’n — 
But  not  to  ine  the  glory,  but  to  Heav’n ! 

Yes, 
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Yes,  yes,  I fee  how  much  it  Twells  thy  Ip’.een, 

That  I’m  head  Matter  of  the  Magazine; 

Who  let  no  author  fee  the  houfe  of  Fame, 

Before  he  gets  a pattport  in  my  name. 

Art  thou  a Doftor?  Yes,  of  thinning  fkillj 
For  thoufands  have  been  poifon’d  by  thy  pill. 

But  let  my  foul  be  calm: — it  fha’n’t  be  faid 
I fear  thee,  O thou  Montter ! — Who’s  afraid  ?’* 
What  though  I know  fmall  Latin,  and  lefs  Greek, 
Good  tterling  Englifh  I can  write  and  fpeak : 

Yet  thoufands,  who  prefume  to  be  my  betters. 

Can’t  fpell  their  names,  and  fcarcely  know  their  letters. 
Belike,  the  curious  world  would  hear  with  joy 
What  trade  I was  defign’d  for,  when  a boy : 

‘‘  A barber  or  a taylor,”  faid  my  mother — 

No,”  cry’d  my  father,  neither  one  nor  t’other; 
A foldier,  a rough  foldier,  John  fliall  wander, 

“ Pull  down  the  French,  and  fight  like  Alexander.’* 
But  unto  letters  was  I always  fquinting, 

So  aflc’d  my  daddy’s  leave  to  ttudy  Printing ; 

And  got  myfelf  to  uncle  Bowyer’s  fliop, 

W here,  when  it  pleas’d  the  Lord  that  he  lliould  drop. 
The  trade  and  good-will  of  the  fhop  was  mine; 
Where,  without  vanity,  I think  I fteine-y 
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And  where,  thank  God,  in  fpite  of  dull  abufe. 

I’m  warm,  and  married,  and  can  boil  my  goofe. 

And  had  I been  to  fwords  and  muikets  bred, 

P’rhaps  I had  fhin’d  a C^sar,  or  the  Swede  : 

Hadft  thou  a foldier  been,  thou  forry  mummer. 

Thy  rank  had  never  rofe  above  a drummer. 

How  dar’ftthou  fay,  that  fliould  His  Royal  Highness 
(A  Prince  renown’d  for  modefty  and  Ihynefs) 

Be  GeneralifTimo  of  all  our  forces, 

A jack-afs’s  old  back,  and  not  a horfe’s. 

Should  carry  the  good  Prince  into  the  field, 

Whofe  arm  a broomftick,  for  a ftaff,  fhould  wield. 
That  very,  very  broomftick  which  his  wife 
Oft  us’d  to  finifti  matrimonial  ftrife  ? 

Why  doft  not  praife  the  virtues  of  the  ^een. 

As  great  in  foul,  as  noble  in  her  mien, 

Whofe  virtues  make  the  foul  of  Envy  fick, 

, Strong  as  her  fnuff,  and  as  her  di’monds  thick  ? — • 

But  wherefore  this  to  Peter  do  I fay  ? 

Owls  love  the  dark,  and  therefore  loath  the  day. 

The  K . . . as  wife  a man  as  man  can  be ; 

The  . . . fo  mild,  who  cannot  kill  a flea ; 

Brave  Glo’ster’s  Highncfs,  and  his  fober  wife. 

Who  lead  the  fpfteft,  fweeteft’,  calmeft  life ; 

Rich- 


* The  Duke  of  G. 
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Richmond  and  Leeds,  each  Duke  a firft-rate  ftar. 
One  fam’d  for  politics,  and  one  for  war ; 

The  open  Hawksb’ry,  ftranger  to  all  guile. 

Who  never  of  a fixpence  robb’d  our  ifle  j 
The  modeft  Pitt,  the  Jofeph  of  the  day. 

Who  never  with  lewd  women  went  afti'ay ; 

And  many  others,  that  I foon  could  mention. 

Are  much  oblig’d,  indeed,  to  thy  invention  1 
But  where’s  the  oak  thar  never  feels  a blafb  ? 

Or  fun,  at  times  that  is  not  overcaft  ? 

Alas  ! e’en  people  dreft  in  gold  and  ermine 
May  feel  at  times  the  bites  of  nafty  vermin  i 
And  when  thou  dar’ft  great  Quality  attack, 

What  art  thou  but  a bug  upon  their  back  ? 

What  harm,  pray,  hath  my  friend  Sir  Joseph  done, 
So  good,  and  yet  the  fubjedt  of  thy  fun  ? 

Juft  in  his  ways  to  women  and  to  men — 

Indeed  he  fwears  a little  now  and  then. 

Behold ! his  breakfafts  Ihine  with  reputation  1 
Plis  dinners  are  the  wonder  of  the  nation ! 

0 

With  thefe  he  treats  both  commoners  and  quality. 
Who  praife,  where’er  they  go,  his  hofpitality : 

Ev’n  from  the  north  and  fouth,  and  weft  and  eaft. 
Men  fend  him  ftiell,  and  butterfly,  and  beaft. 


5 


Sir 
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Sir  William  Hamilton  fends  gods  and  mugs; 
And,  for  his  feaft,  a fow’s  moft  dainty  dugs. 

And  fliall  fuch  mob  as  thoUy  not  worth  a groat. 

Dare  pick  a hole  in  fuch  a great  Man’s  coat  ? 
Whenever  at  St.  James’s  he  is  feen, 

Is  not  he  Ipoke  to  by  the  King  and  Queen  ? 

And  don’t  the  Lords  at  once  about  him  prefs. 

And,  like  his  Sov’reigns,  much  regard  profefs  ? 

Tell  him  they’ll  come  one  day  to  him  and  dine. 
Behold  his  rarities,  and  tafle  his  wine  ? 

Such  are  the  honours,  to  delight  the  foul. 

On  which  thy  longing  eyeballs  vainly  roll : 

Such  are  die  honours  that  his  heart  mull  flatter. 

On  which  thy  old  dog’s-mouth  in  vain  may  water% 
Whether  in  Dev’nfhire  thou  haft  got  a houfe, 

I value  not  three  capers  of  a loufe  j 
Whether  in  Cornwall  thou  a hut  haft  got. 

And,  at  eleflions  only,  boil’ft  thy  pot; 

Whether  a Do6i:or,  Devil,  or  a Friar, 

I know  not — but  I know  thou  art  a liar. 

Whene'er  I die,  I hope  that  ! fliall  read 
This  honeft  epitaph  upon  my  head; — 

Here  lies  John’s  body;  but  his  foul  is  feen 
^ In  that  farn’d  work,  die  Ge’mman’s  Magazine : 

Brave, 
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Brave,  yet  poflefs’d  of  all  the  Jofter  feelings  j 
Succefsful  with  the  Mufes  in  his  dealings ; 

Mild,  yet  in  virtue’s  caufe  as  quick  as  tinder— 

''  Who  never  car’d  one  f — ig  for  pEtER  Pindar.” 


Mr.  Peter  Pindar’s  Apology  for  the  variety  of 
entertainment  in  his  pretty  Poetical  Olio,  is  the  firft 
thing  I Ihall  prefent  to  the  Public. 


PETER’S  APOLOGY. 

Ladies,  I keep  a rhymc-ihop — mine’s  a trade'; 
I fell  to  old  and  young,  to  man  and  maid : 

All  cuftomers  muft  be  oblig’d ; and  no  man 
Wifhes  more  univerfally  to  pleafe : 

Pd  really  craWl  upon  my  hands  and  knee*, 

T’  oblige — particularly  lovely  woman. 


Yet  fome,  (the  devil  take  fuch  virtuous  times !) 
Faftidious,  pick  a quarrel  with  my  rhymes, 

And  beg  Pd  only  deal  in  love-lick  fonnet — 
How  eafy  to  bid  others  ceafe  to  feed! 

On  beauty  I can  quickly  die  indeed. 

But,  truft  me,  can’t  live  long  upon  it. 

VoL.  II,  E e' 
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If  there  is  not  a deal  of  douhle-entendre  in 

this  Sonnet,  I do  not  know  what  purity  meaneth— 
Sweetly  wrapped  up  indeed,  ’Squire  Pindar  1 

Inftead  of  a formal  commentary  on  every  compo- 
fition,  I fliall  make  fhort  work  with  them,  by  giving 
them  their  true  charafter  in  a few  words,  as  for 

example : 

Impudence,  Egotifm,  and  Conceit. 


The  expulfion  of  a moft  excellent  let  of  Players 
from  Kinglbridge  in  Devonihire,  with  tlie  afylum 
offered  them  by  the  Author’s  Barn  in  an  adjoining 
parifli,  is  the  foundation  of  the  following  Ode. 

ODE  TO  MY  BARN. 

Sweet  haunt  of  folitude  and  rats. 

Mice,  tuneful  owls,  and  purring  cats ; 

Who,  whilft  we  mortals  fleep,  tlie  gloom  pervade. 
And  wifli  not  for  the  fun’s  all-feeing  eye, 
y our  moufing  myfteries  to  fpy ; 

Bleft,  like  philofophers,  amidft  the  fhadej 


When 
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When  Persecution,  with  an  iron  hand, 

Dar’d  drive  the  moral-menders  from  the  land. 

Call’d  Players — friendly  to  the  wand’ ring  crewj 
Thine  eye  with  tears  furvey’d  the  mighty  wrong. 
Thine  open  arms  receiv’d  the  mournful  throng — 
Kings  without  fhirts,  and  Queens  witli  half  a fhoc, 

Alas ! what  dangers  gloom’d  of  late  around  1 
Monarchs  and  Queens  with  halters  nearly  bound — 
Duke,  Dukeling,  Princcfs,  Prince,  confign’d  to  jail ! 
And,  what  the  very  foul  of  Pity  (hocks, 

The  poor  old  Lear  was  threaten’d  with  the  flocks, 

Cordelia  with  the  cart’s  unfeeling  taiU 

•»  ( 

f 

Still  cherifh  fuch  rare  royalty  forlorn — 

A Garrick  in  thy  bofom  may  be  born  j 

A Siddons  too,  of  future  fair  renown: 

For  Love  is  not  a fqueamifli  God,  they  fay ; 

% 

As  pleas’d  to  fee  his  rites  perform’d  on  hay. 

As  on  the  goofe’s  foft  and  yielding  dewn. 

The  fame  impudence,  egotifm,  and  conceit  as  in  the 
firft  Ode. 


E e a 


to 
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TO  MY  BARN. 

By  Lacedaemon  men  attack’d. 

When  Thebes,  in  days  of  yore,  was  fack’d. 

And  nought  the  fury  of  the  troops  could  hinder  > 
What’s  true,  yet  marv’lous  to  rehearfe. 

So  well  tlie  common  foldiers  relifh’d  verfe. 

They  fcorn’d  to  burn  the  dwelling-houfe  of  Pindar, 

With  awe  did  Alexander  view 
The  houfe  of  my  great  coufin,  too. 

And,  gazing  on  the  building,  thus  he  figh’d — • 

“ General  Parmenio,  mark  that  houfe  before  ye ! 

“ That  lodging  tells  a melancholy  ftory  !' 

There  Pindar  liv’d  (great  Bard  1)  and  there  he 
died. 

V 

The  King  of  Syracufc,  all  nations  know  it,^ 

“ Was  celebrated  by  this  lofty  Poet, 

“ And  made  immortal  by  his  Brains ; 

“ Ah ! could  I find  like  him  a bard,  to  fing  me  y 
Would  any  man,  like  him  a poet  bring  me ; 

I’d  give  him  a good  penfion  for  his  pains. 


But 
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But,  ah!  Parmbnio,  ’mongft  the  fons  of  men. 
This  world  will  never  fee  his  like  agen  j 
“ .The  greateft  bard  that  ever  breathM  is  dead ! 

“ General  Parmenio,  what  think 

Indeed  ’tis  true,  my  liege,  ’tis  very  .true,’* 
Parmenio  cry’d,  and,  fighing,  fhook  his  head : 

t 

« . f.  ' * 

Then  from  his  pocket  took  a knife  fo  nice. 

With  which  he  chipp’d  his  cheefe  and  onions. 

And  from  a rafter  cut  a handfome  flice. 

To  nriake  rare  toothpicks  for  the  Macedonians; 

Juft  Kke  the  toj^thpicks  which  we  fee 

At  Stratford  Wde,  from  Shakefpear’s  mulb’ry-tree. 

What  pity  that  the  ’fquire  and  knight 
Knew  not  to  prophecy  as  well  as  fight ; 

Then  had  they  known  die  future  men  of  metre ; 
Then  had  the  General  and  the  Monarch  fpy’d. 

In  Fate’s  fair  book,  our  nation’s  equal  pride,  ' 
That  very  Pindar’s  couhn  Peter  I 

Daughter  of  thatch,  and  ftone,  and  mud. 

When  I (no  longer  flefh  and  blood) 

Ee  3 
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Shall  join  of  lyric  bards  fome  half-a-dozen ; 

Meed  of  high  worth,  and,  ’midft  th’  Elyfian  plains. 
To  Horace  and  Alcteus  read  my  ftrains, 

Anacreon,  Sappho,  and  my  great  old  coufm ; 

On  thee  Ihall  rifing  generations  ftare. 

That  come  to  Kinglbridge  and  to  Dodbrobk  Fair;^ 
For  fuc|i  thy  hiftory,  and  mine  Ihall  learn  j 
Like  Alexander  lhall  they  ev’ry  one 
Heave  the  deep  figh,  and  fay,  Since  Peter’s  gone, 
“ With  rev’rence  let  us  look  upon  his  Barn.” 

* Held  annually  at  thofe  places. 


The 
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The  followino;  Ode  of  Mr.  Pindar’s  is  what 
rhetoricians  would  call  ironical.  The  leading  feature 
feems  to  be  impudence. 


ODE  TO  AFFECTATION. 

Ny  M P H of  the  mincing  mouth,  and  languid  eye. 
And  lifping  tongue  fo  foft,  and  head  awry. 

And  flutt’ring  heart,  of  leaves  of  afpin  made  j 
Who  were  thy  parents,  blulhful  Virgin  ! fay — 
Perchance  Dame  Folly  gave  thee  to  the  day. 

With  Gaffer  Ignorance’s  aid. 


Say,  Virgin,  where  doft  thou  delight  to  dwell  ? 

With  Maids  of  Honour,  ftartful  Virgin  ? tell — 

For  I have  heard  a deal  of  each  fair  Miss  ; 

How  wicked  Lords  have  whifper’d  wicked  things 
Beneath  the  nofes  of  good  Queens  and  Kings, 

And  figh’d  for  pleafures  far  beyond  a kt/s  ! 

Great  is  thy  delicacy,  dainty  Maid ; 

At  flighteft  things,  thy  cheek  with  crimfon  glows ; 
Say,  art  thou  not  alham’d,  abafh’d,  af  siid. 

Whene’er  thou  ftcaleft  forth  to  pluch  t roje  ? 

E e 4 Or 
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Dr  haft  thou  loft,  O Nymph,  thy  pretty  gall  5 
So  never  pluckeft  any  ro£b  at  all  ? 

Fm  told,  thou  keepeft  not  a fingle  male ; 

Nothing  but  females,  at  thy  board  to  cram ; 

That  no  he-lapdog  near  thee  wags  his  tail. 

Nor  cat  by  vulgar  people  call’d  a ram. 

IVe  heard  too,  that  if  e'er,  by  dire  mishap. 

Some  ravifhers  fliould  make  thy  fav’rites  wh — s. 
Staring  as  ftricken  by  a thunder- clap. 

Thy  modefty  hath  kick’d  them  out  of  doors. 

^Tis  faid,  when  wag-tails  thou  behold’ft,  and  doves. 
And  fparrbws  bufy  with  their  feather’d  loves ; 

Lord  ! thou  haft  trernbled  at  their  wicked  tricks ; 
And,  fnatching  up  thy  blufh-concealing  fan. 

As  if  it  were  a lady  and  a man. 

Haft  only  p.eep’d  upon  them  through  the  jiicks. 

And  yet  fo  varioufly  tftou’rt  faid  to  aft. 

That  1 have  heard  it  utter’d  for  a faft. 

That  often  on  old  Thames’s  funny  banks. 

Where  ftriplings  fwim,  with  wanton  pranks, 


On 
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On  bladders  fomc  outftretch’d,  and  fome  on  corks ; 
Thou  fquinting,  moft  indiff'rent  girl,  art  feen, 

In  contemplation  of  each  youthful  Ikin, 

Admiring  God  Almighty’s  handy-works. 

I’m  told,  thou  wilt  not  meddle  with  cod's  head ; 

Nor  giblets  tafte,  nor  innocent  lamb's-frj^ 

This  is  a very  ftrange  affair  indeed ! 

I wonder,  fqueamifh  Maid,  the  reafbn  why ! 

* • 

Some  men  have  got  ftrange  names  ^ that  raife  thy  blujh  / 
(Pity  a name  fhould  fo  difturb  thy  cheek  !) 

Then  doft  thou,  fimpering,  beat  about  the  bufh. 
When  to  thofe  men  thou  art  inclin’d  to  fpeak. 

At  length  thou  biddeft  Susan  (with  fweet  fhame) 

Go  fetch  the  fellow  with  the  filthy  name'' 

I’ve  heard,  that  breeches,  petticoats,  and  fmock. 
Give  to  thy  modeft  mind  a grievous  fhock  j 
And  that  thy  brain  (fo  lucky  its  device) 

Chrift’neth  them  inexpreJJibleSi  fo  nice  | 

I 

Prim  Maid,  thou  art  no  favVIte  with  the  world : 

J hear  the  direfl:  curfes  on  thee  hurl’d ! 


Sorry 
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Sorry  am  I,  fo  ill  thy  manners  fuit : 

*Tis  faid,  that  if  a moufe  appear  to  view. 

We  hear  a formidable  fcrecch  enfue, 

As  if  it  were  fome  huge  devouring  brute ; 

And  if  beneath  thy  petticoat  he  run. 

Thou  bellowcft  as  if  thou  wert  undone, 

And  kickeft  at  a cow-like  rate,  poor  foul ! 
When,  if  thou  w,ert  to  be  a little  quiet. 

And  not  difturb  the  nibbler  by  a riot, 

• The  moufe  would  go  into  his  proper  hole. 

I’ve  heard  it  fworn  to.  Nymph,  that  in  the  ftreets. 
When  running,  dancing,  capering  at  thy  fide. 
Thy  Chloe  other  dogs  fo  brazen  meets. 

That,  wriggling,  afic  thy  bitch  to  be  their  bride. 
Quick  haft  thou  caught  up  Chloe  in  thy  arms. 
From  violation  to  preferve  her  charms  j 

And,  bouncing  wildly  from  the  view 
Of  thofe  fame  faucy  canine  crew. 

Haft  op’d  fo  loud  and  tunefully  thy  throat, 
(Seeming  as  thou  hadft  learnt  to  fcream  by  note) 
Loud  as  the  Sabine  girls  that  try’d  to  ’fcapeH  r 
The  fpeechlefs  horrors  of  a Roman  rape.  '' 
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No  novels  readeft  thou,  O Nymph,  in  fight  ^ 

And  yet  again  I’m  told  that  ev’ry  night. 

In  fecreti  thou  art  much  inclin’d  to  doat 
On  rhymes  that  Rochester  fo  warmly  wrote. 

Oft  doft  thou  wonder  how  thy  fex,  fo  fweet. 

Can  fellows,  thofe  great  two-legg’d  monfters,  meet. 
And  fwoon  not  at  each  Caliban ; 

And  wonder  how  thy  fex  can  fancy  bliffes 
Contain’d  within  the  black  rough-bearded  kifles 
Of  fuch  a horrid  bear-like  thing  as  man. 

Thy  rnorals,  virtuous  Maiden,  are  fo  chafle. 

I’m  told,  that  e’en  for  all  the  mint 
No  man  fhould  ever  take  thee  round  the  waift. 

And  on  thy  lips  a faucy  kifs  imprint ! 

Inform  me,  is  it  fo,  moft  dainty  maid  ? 

Are  thy  two  lips  of  kifles  thus  afraid  ? 

’Tis  alfo  faid,  that  if  a flea  at  night. 

Pert  rogue,  hath  dar’d  thy  lufcious  lip  to  bite. 

Or  point  his  fnout  into  thy  fnowy  breaft. 

At  once  the  houfe  hath  been  alarm’d — the  maids 
Call’d  idle,  nafly,  good-for-nothing  jades  j 
"Who,  Eve-like,  rufhing  to  thy  room,  undreft. 

Have 
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Have  thought  fome  fecret  ravifher  fo  dread. 

On  Love’s  delicious  viands  to  be  fed. 

Had  feiz’d  thee,  to  obtain  forbidden  joys ; 

Which  had  he  done,  a moft  audacious  thief, 

Of  ev’ry  maid  it  was  the  firm  belief 

Thou  wouldft  not.  Nymph,  have  made  a greater  noife, 

• % 

And  yet  ’tis  faid,  -again,  O Nymph  fo  bright. 

Thou  fleep’fl  with  John  the  coachman  ev’ry  night — 
Vile  tales  ! invented  to  deftroy  thy  fame ; 

For,  wert  thou,  fearful  Lafs,  this  inftant  married. 

At  night,  thy  modefl  cheek  would  burn  with  lhamc. 
Nor  wouldft  thou  go 3 but  to  the  bed  be  carried: 

I 

There,  when  thy  Strephon  rufh’d,  in  white  array’d. 
To  clafp  with  kifles  fwcet  his  white-ftol’d  maid. 

And  riot  in  the  luxury  of  charms ; 

Flat  as  a flounder,  feeing,  hearing  gone — 

Mute  as  a fifh,  and  fairly  turn’d  to  ftone — 

0 Damfel ! thou  wouldft  die  within  his  arms. 


More 
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More  impudence,  with  a lick  at  one  of  the  Ten 
Commandments,  He  talks  too  of  his  paffions  as 
having  left  him — I do  not  believe  a word  on’t : all 
Peter’s  colt’s-teeth  are  not  yet  gone — Oh>  that  I had 
the  drawing  them ! Oh,  that  my  pincers  could  get 
amongft  them ! the  world  Hiould  then  fee  him  make 
up  many  a pretty  wry  face.  “ Pretty t'  did  I fay  ? 
not  pretty  neither,  for  the  fellow  is  as  ugly  as  fin.-^ 
Oh,  that  I had  him,  like  the  types  for  my  magazine^ 
in  my  printing-prefs ! I would  give  his  bones  a mod 
glorious  fqueeze ! But  he  is  a liar,  and  I can  prove 
It,  for  he  keips  a girl  at  this  moment  j and  a beautiful 
girl  too,  that  he  makes  verfes  upon — "but  it  is  Vulcan 
and  Venus.  The  Jack-afs,  perhaps,  wants  a bunch 
of  nettles,  I fuppofe,-  for  his  Muse  ; fomething' 
extraordinary,  to  give  a fillip  to  his  languid  infpira-- 
tions. 


TO  FORTUNE. 

Sad  lok  ’ring  Fortune,  thou  art  come' too  late: 
Ah  ! wherefore  give  me  not  thy  *fmiles  before  i ■ 
When  all  my  youthful  paflions  in  a roar. 

Rare  hunters,  fearlefs  leap’d  each  five-bar  gate? 

Unknown 
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Unknown  by  thee,  how  often  did  I meet 
The  loveliefl;  forms  of  nature  in  the  ftreet. 

The  fair,  the  black,  and  lafting  brown ! 

And,  while  their  charms  enraptur’d  I furvey’d. 
This  pretty  legend  on  their  lips  I read — 

KifTes,  O gentle  fliepherd,  for  a crown.’* 

*How  oft  I look’d,  and  figh’d,  and  look’d  agen, ' 
Upon  the  fmiling  Loves  of  ev’ry  Phillis  1 
How  wifh’d  myfelf  a cock,  and  her  a hen. 

To  crop  at  once  her  rofes  and  her  lilies  ! 

Not  only  gratis i but  with  perfect  eafe — 

"Without  fo  much  as,  “ Madam,  if  you  pleafe.” 


At  OtaheitG,”  I have  faid  with  tears, 

“ No  gendeman  a jail  fo  horrid  fears 
“ For  taking  loving  liberties  with  lalTes : 

Soon  as  they  heard  how  Love  in  England  far’d, 
“ The  glorious  Otaheitans  all  were  fear’d. 

And  call’d  us  Englilhmen  a pack  of  afles, 

“ But  they,  indeed,  are  heathens — have  no  fouls, 
“ But  fuch  as  mvft  b?  fri?d  on  burning  coals 


" But 
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But  I’m  a ChriJliaiij  and  abhor  a rape ; 

Yet  if  a lafs  would  Jell  her  lean  and  fat. 

I’m  not  fo  great  an  enemy  to  that — 

“ Though  that  might  whelp  a little  kind  of  fcrapej 
Since  ’tis  believ’d  e’en  Jmple  fornication 
“ May  ftep  between  a man  and  his  falvation.” 

Damn’d  Fortune  ! thus  to  make  the  Poet  groan  j 
Tlo  offer  now j forfooth,  thy  fhining  pieces ; 

For  now  my  palTions  nearly  all  are  flown. 

Departed  to  rr^  nephews  and  my  nieces ! 


Here,  indignant  Reader,  is  impudence  with  a ven- 
geance ! When  certain  Jacred  parts  of  our  moft  glo- 
rious Royal  Family  determined  in  their  great 
wifdoms  and  anger  to  quit  ungrateful  England,  what 
does  this  foul-mouthed  Poet  do,  but  give  them  a 
farewell  laugh  in  verfe,  when  it  fliould  have  been  the 
moft  lamentable  elegy — jlehile  carmen!  But  Peter 
Pindar  is  a Caliban,  I do  not  believe  that  ever  he 
cried  in  his  life,  excepting  when  he  was  flogged  at 
fchool — Monjirum  horrendum,  infcrme,  ingens — I wifli 

I could 
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I could  add  too,  cut  lumen  ademptum  j for  his  eyes  art 
hunting  for  nothing  but  deforrnity ; let  him*  look  in 
the  glafs  then,  and  he  will  fpy  a fufficient  mafs  j of 
open  his  brain-box^  and  he  will  there  find  a Tart 
cargo* 


ODE  TO  MADAM  SCHW— G AND  CO* 

ON  THEIR  INTENDED  VOY-AGE  TO  GERlllANY. 

WRITTEN  IN  THE  YEAR  178^. 

We  wifh  you  a good  voyage  to  that  fiiort 
"VVhere  all  your  friends  are  impudent  and  poof: 

Oblige  us.  Madam — don’t  again  come  over — • 

To  ufe  a cant  phrafe,^  we’ve  been  finely  fiohh' dy 
Indeed  have  very  dext’roufly  been  robb’d— 

You’ve  liv’d  juft  eight  and  twenty  years  in  clover* 

Tray  let  us  breathe  a little — be  fo  good  j 
We  cannot  fpare  fuch  quantities  of  blood: 

At  leaft  for  fome  ten  years,  pray  crofs  the  main  5 
Then,  cruel,  fiiould  ye  think  upon  returning. 

To  put  .us  Britons  all  in  fecond  mourning, 

We  may  fupport  phlebotomy  again. 


5 


To 
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To  you  and  your  lean  gang  we  owe  th’  Excifq; 

Pitt  cannot  any  other  fcheme  devife. 

To  pay  the  nation’s  debt,  and  fill  your  purfes. 
With  great  refpefl  I here  alTure  you,  Ma’am^ 

Your  name  our  common  people  loudly  damnj 
Genteeler  folks  attack  with  filent  curfts. 

Madam,  Can  you  fpeak  Latin  ? — No,  not  much--* 

I think  you  principally  fpew  * High^Dutch : 

But  did  you  Latin  underftand,  (God  blefs^  it) 

I’d  offer  up  the  pithieft,  prettieft  line 
Unto  your  Avarice’s  facred  fhrine — 

Crejcit  amor  nummi  quantum  ipfa  -picunia  cYeJcit** 

The  juft  tranflation  of  which  Latin  line 
Is  this — * Alas ! that  maw  profound  of  thine 
‘ May  like  the  ftomach  of  a whale  be  reqkQn’d ; 

* Throw  into  it  the  nation’s  treafury, 

‘ But  for  a minute  it  will  pleafure  ye  j 

* That  gullet  would  be  gaping  for  a fecond.’' 

VoL.  n.  F f Madam, 

• The  author  thinks  the  expreffiion,  though  a dirty  one,  more 
defcriptivfi  than  any  other  of  the  guttural  German  ; and  there- 
fore choofes  not  to  facrifice  truth  to  a little  bUnJeance. 
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Madam,  we  wifh  you  a long,  long  adieu-— 
Good  riddance  of  the  fnuEf  and  di’mond  crew  ! 

Your  abfence,  all,  alone  the  State  relieves;. 
For,  hungry  Ladies,  as  I’m  here  alive, 

A houfe  can  never  hope  to  thrive. 

That  harboureth  a neft  of  thieves. 


An  infupportable  apology  for  keeping  Miftrefles, 
and  a laugh  at  that  moft  refpeftable  ftate.  Matri- 
mony. 


O 


D E. 


That  I have  often  been  in  love,  deep  love, 

A hundred  doleful  ditties  plainly  prove. 

By  marriage  never  have  I been  disjointed ; 

For  matrimony  deals  prodigious  blows : 

And  yet  for  this  fame  ftormy  ftate,  God  knows. 

I’ve  groan’d — and,  thanlc  my  ftars,  been  difappointed. 


With 
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"With  Love’s  dear  pafllon  will  I never  war: 

Let  ev’ry  man  for  ever  be  In  love, 

£’en  if  he  beats,  in  age,  old  Par  : 

’Tis  for  his  chilly  veins  a good  warm  glove  j 
It  bids  the  blood  with  brifker  motion  ftart, 

Thawing  Time’s  icicles  around  his  heart. 

Wedlock’s  a fancy,  fad,  familiar  ftate. 

Where  folks  are  very  apt  to  fcold  and  hate : 

Love  keeps  a modeji  diftance,  is  divine,  • 

Obliging,  and  fays  ev’ry  thing  that’s  fine, 

K 

Love  writes  fweet  fonnets,  deals  in  tender  matter's 
Marriage,  in  epigram  fo  keen,  and  fatirc : ' 

Love  feeketh  always  to  oblige  the  fair  j 
Full  of  kind  wifhes,  and  exalted  hope : 

Marriage  defires  to  fee  her  In  the  air, 

Sufpended,  at  the  bottom  of  a rope. 

Love  wifhes,  in  the  val-e'of  on  the  down. 

To  give  his  dear,  dear  Idol  a green  gown : 
Marriage,  the  brute,  fo  fnappifli  and  ill-bred, 

Can  kick  his  fighing  turtle  out  of  bed  j 
Turns  bluffly  from  the  charms  that  tafte  adores. 

Then  pulls  his  night- cap  o’er  his  eyes,  and  fnoresv 

F f 2 Wedlock 
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Wedloclc  atfirft,  indeed,  is  vaftly  pleafantj  • 

A very  Ihowy  bird,  a fine  cock-pheafant ; 

By  time,  it  changeth  to  a difF'rent  fowl ; 

Sometimes  a cuckoo,  oft’ner  a horn- owl. 

Wedlock’s  a lock,  however,  large  and  thick, 
Which  ev’ry  rafcal  has  a key  to  pick, 

O Love  ! : for  heav’n’s  fake,  never  leave  my  heart ; 
No  ! thou  and  I will  never,  never  part; 

Go,  Wedlock,  to  the  men  of  leaden  brains,. 
Who  hate  variety,  and  figh  for  chains. 


A bare-faced  apology  for  leaving  a loving  wife. 


TO  C H L O E. 


AN  APOLOGY  FOR  GOING  INTO  THE  COUNTRY, 


C-/HLOE,  we  mud  not  always  be  in  heav’n. 

For  ever  toying,  ogling,  kifling,  billing ; 

The  joys  for  w'hich  I thoufands  would  have  giv’n. 
Will  prefently  be  fcarcely  worth  a fhilling. 

Thy 
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Thy  neck  is  fairer  than  the  Alpine  fnows, 

And,  fweetly  fwelling,  beats  the  down  of  doves  j 
Thy  cheek  of  health,  a rival  to  the  rofe; 

Thy  pouting  lips,  the  throne  of  all  the  Loves  1 
Yet,  though  thus  beautiful  beyond  expreffion. 

That  beauty  fadeth  by  too  much  poffeflion. 

Economy  in  love  is  peace  to  nature. 

Much  like  economy  in  worldly  matter : 

We  fhould  be  prudent,  never  live  too  fall:  5 
Profufion  will  not,  cannot  always  laft. 

Lovers  are  really  fpendthrifts — ’tis  a lliame: 

Nothing  their  thoughtlefs,  wild  career  can  tame. 

Till  pen’ry  flares  them  in  the  face  i 
And  when  they  find  an  empty  purfe. 

Grown  calmer,  wifer,  how  the  fault  they  curfe. 

And,  limping,  look  with  fuch  a fneaking  grace ! 
Job’s  war-horfe  fierce,  his  neck  with  thunder  hung, 
Sunk  to  a humble  hack  that  carries  dung. 

Smell  to  the  queen  of  flowers,  the  fragrant  rofe — 
Smell  twenty  times — and  then,  my  dear,  thy  nofe 
Will  tell  thee  (not  fo  much  for  fcent  athirfl) 

The  twentieth  drank  lefs  flavour  than  the  JtrJ}, 

F f 3 Love 


4J0 
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Love,  doubtlefs,  is  the  fweeteft  of  all  fellows  j 
Yet  often  fhould  the  little  God  retire — 


Abfence,  dear  Chloe,  is  a pair  of  bellows. 
That  keeps  alive  the  facred  fire. 


Iji  the  fame  impudently  ironical  ftyle. 


ODE  TO  LAIS. 


NYMPH  with  all  the  luxury  of  Ikin, 


Pea-bloom  breath,  and  dimpled  chin  j 

Rofe  cheek,  and  eyes  that  beat  the  blackefl:  floe  i 
With  flaxen  ringlets  thy  foft  bofom  fliading. 

So  white,  fo  plump,  fo  lufcioufly-perfiiading  j 
And  lips  that  none  but  mouths  of  Cherubs  know  1 

Oh,  leering,  lure  me  not  to  Charlotte-ftreet, 

That  too,' too  fail-,  feducing  form  to  meet; 

Warm,  unattir’d,  and  breathing  rich  delight; 
Where  thou  wilt  pradtife  ev’ry  roguifh  art. 

To  bid  my  fpirits  all  unbridled  ftart. 

Run  off"  with  me  full  tilt,  and  fteal  my  fight. 


Then 
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Then  fhall  I trembling  fall,  for  want  of  grace. 

And  die,  yes,  die  perhaps  upon  my  face ! 

Ah  1 ceafe  to  turn,  and  look,  and  leer,  and  fmilc. 

My  too  imprudent  fenfes  to  beguile ! 

Ah ! keep  that  taper  leg  fo  tempting  from  me. 

Ah ! form’d  to  foil  a Phidias’s  art; 

So  mu.ch  unlike  that  leg  in  ev’ry  part 

By  me  abhorr’d  indeed,  and  chriften’d  gummy. 

In  vain  I turn  around  to  run  away: 

Thine  eyes,  thofe  bafilifks,  command  my  ftay : 

Whilft  through  its  gauze  thy  fnowy  bofom  peeping. 
Seems  to  that  rogue  intrepreter,  my  eye. 

To  heave  a foft,  defponding,  tender  figh — ■ 

Like  goflamer,  my  thoughts  of  goodnefs  fweeping. 

Pity  my  dear  religion’s  dread  debility. 

And  hide  thofe  orbs  of  fweet  inflammability ! 

Abound,  I fay,  abound  in  grace,  my  feet  j 
And  do  not  follow  her  to  Charlotte-ftreet, 

Alas ! alas ! you  have  no  grace,  I fee. 

But  wifli  to  carry  off  poor  ftruggling  me\ 

F f 4 Yes, 
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Yes,  the  wild  bed  of  Beauty  wifh  to  feek! 

Yet,  if  ye  do— to  make  your  two  hearts  ake, 

A fweet,  a fweet  revenge  I mean  to  take ; 

For,  curfe  me  me  if  you  lhall  not  ftay  a week. 

Yet  let  me  not  thus  pond’ring,  gaping,  ftand ; 
But,  lo  ! I am  not  at  my  own  command : 

Bed,  bofpm,  kifs,  embraces,  ftorm  my  brains. 
And,  lawlefs  tyrants,  bind  my  will  in  chains. 

O lovely  Lafs  ! too  pow’rful  are  thy  charms. 

And  fafcination  dwells  within  thy  arms. 

The  Paffions  join  the  fierce  inyading  hofl;  j 
And  I and- Virtue  are  o’erwhelm’d  and  lofts 
Paffions  that  in  a martlngal  ftiould  move ; 

Wild  horfes,  loofenM  by  the  hands  of  Love, 

I’m  off — alas ! unworthy  to  be  feen — 

.The  Bard,  and  Virtue  a poor  captive  Queen! 
O La  i’s,  ftioiild  our  deeds  to  fins  amount. 

Juft  Heav’u  will  place  them  all  to  thy  account. 


The 
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The  following  Stanza,  on  the  death  of  Lady  Mount 
E-'-"  -’s  favourite  Pig  Cupid,  is  verily  exceeded  by 
nothing  in  the  annals  of  impertinence. 


4 CONSOLATORY  STANZA 
TO  LADY  MOUNT  E , 

ON  THE  DEATH  OF  HER  PIG  CUPID. 

o DRY  that  tear,  fo  round  and  big  j 
Nor  wafte  in  fighs  your  precious  wind  I 
Peath  only  takes  a fingle  Pig — 
youf  LArcl  and  Son  are  ftill  behind. 


Super- 


4J4 
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Superlatively  impudent,  and,  I hope,  untrue;  fent 
me  two  days  after  my  publication  of  my  ^een  Eliza- 
ieth's  ProgreJfeSj  one  of  which  is  now  afliially  in 
His  Majefty’s  glorious  Library  at  Buckingham- 
Houfe. 


TO  MR.  J.  NICHOLS, 


OK  HIS 


HISTORY  OF  THE  PROGRESS  OF  QUEEN  ELIZABETH. 


John,  though  it  alks  no  fubtilty  of  brain 

To  write  Queen  Bess’s  Progrefs  though  the  land  j 
Excufe  the  freedom,  if  I dare  maintain 

The  theme  too  high  for  thee  to  take  in  hand. 


On  Vanity’s  damn’d  rock  what  thoufands  fplit! 

Thou  fhouldft  have  labour’d  on  fome  humbler 
On  fomewhat  on  a level  with  thy  wit — [matters 

For  inftance — when  Her  Majcfly  made  w « 
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To  fhow  that  I can  be  candid,  even  to  people  of  no 
candour,  I lhall  conclude  this  Firft  Part  with  a few 
Songs  that  are  not  totally  deftitute  of  merit. 


TO  DELIA. 

While  poets  pour  their  happieft  lays. 
And  call  thee  ev’ry  thing  divine  j 
Not  quite  fo  kyilh’  in  thy  praife. 

To  cenjure  be  die  province  mine. 

Though  born  with  talents  to  furprife. 

Thou  feldom  doft  thofc  pow’rs  difplay: 
Thus  feem  they  trifling  in  thine  eyes ! 

Thus  heav’n’s  belt  gifts  are  thrown  away ! 

Though  rich  in  charms,  thou  know’ft  it  not; 

Such  is  thine  ignorance  profound : 
iVnd  then  fuch  cruelty  thy  lot. 

Thy  fweeteft  fmile  inflifls  a wound. 


To 
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TO  FORTUNE. 

Yes  j Fortune,  I have  fought  thee  long. 
Invok’d  thee  oft,  in  profe  and  fong ; 

Through  half  Old  England  woo’d  thee  j 
Through  feas  of  danger,  Indian  lands, 
Throi;gh  Afric’s  howling,  burning  fands: 

But,  ah  { in  vain  purfu’d  thee ! 


Now,  Fortune,  thou  woul^ft  fftin  be  kind  ^ 
And  now  I’ll  plainly  fpeak  my  mind— 

I care  not  ftraws  about  thee : 

For  Delia’s  hand  alone  I toil’d; 

Unbrib’d  by  wealth,  the  Nymph  has  fmil’di 
And  blifs  is  purs  without  thee. 


TO  C H L O E. 

OhLOE,  a thoufand  charrns  are  thine. 
That  ^ve  my  heart  the  conftant  figh  1 
Ah!  wherefore  let  thy  Poet  pine. 

Who  canft  with  eafe  his  v/ants  fupply  ? 
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Oh,  hafte,  thy  charity  difplay ; 

With  littU  ril  contented  be ; 

The  kiflfes  which  thou  throw’ft  away 
: Upon  thy  dog^  will  do  for  mi. 


I cannot,  however,  conclude  this  Firft  Part  of 
Mr.  Peter’s  lucubrations  without  a fevere  reprchen- 
fion  of  his  want  of  loyalty,  as  well  as  want  of  refpcft, 
for  that  firft  of  Courts,  St.  James’s  j and,  more- 
over, to  prove  that  difloyaky  and  dlfrefpeft,  I give 
the  following  Ode,  which  he,  with  all  his  impudence, 
dares  not  deny  that  he  wrote,  I fuppofe  that  it  was 
hatched  in  the  lajl  reign,  fince  it  is  impoiTible  tliat  it 
fhould  be  in  the  frejent.  One  word  more  with  him — 
Should  his  infolence  mean  \\\%  frejent  Majesty,  he  is 
an  ungrateful y as  well  as  an  infolent  fellow  j as  his 
Majefty  has  got  his  books  bound  in  beft  morocco 
leather,  (Oh,  that  Peter’s  own  hide  had  been 
dripped  off,  and  tanned  for  the  purpofe!)  which  are 
now  in  the  library  at  Buckingham-houfe : nay,  more, 
his  Majefty  has  condefeended  to  write  notes  on  the 
varlet’s  works ! — yes  ! with  his  own  moft  royal  hand ! 
Thus  has  this  moft  unloyal,  moft  difrefpeclful,  moft 

5 ungrateful. 
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ungrateful,  and  moft  pitiful  rhymer, — a King  for  a 
Commentator  ! ! ! — His  Majefty  is  plealed,  with  a 
finile,  to  call  him  the  “ Merry  Wight.”  Might  I 
offer  an  emendation  to  MAjESTYj  it  fhould  be  the 
Wight. 


to  A FRIEND  OUT  OF  PLACE- 

So  then,  thy  Sov’reign  turns  away  his  face! 
Thank  God,  with  all  thy  foul,  for  the  dijgrace* 

This  inftant  down  upon  thy  knee. 

And  idolize  the  man  who  makes  thee  free’j 
No  rnore  endeavour  Folly’s  hand  to  kifs ! 

At  firft  1 look’d  with  pity  on  thy  ftate ; 

But  now  I humbly  thank  the  foot  of  Fate, 

That  kindly  kicks  thee  into  blifs.> 

Tve  been  drfgrac’d  too — felt  a Monarch’s  frown. 
And  confequently  quitted  town : 

But  have  my  fields  refus’d  their  fmiles  fo  fweet? 
Say,  have  my  birds  grown  fulky,  with  the  King? 
My  thruflies,  linnets,  larks,  refus’d  to  fing  ? 

My  winding  brooks,  to  prattle  at  my  feet  ? 


No! 
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No ! no  fuch  matter ! Each  unclouded  day 
On  dove-like  pinions  gaily  glides  away : 

In  fiiort,  all  Nature  feems  difpos’d  to  pleafe — ■ 
Then  prithee  quit  thy  qualms  j look  up  and  laugh; 
The  rural  pleafures  let  us  largely  quafF, 

And  make  our  conge  to  the  Gods  of  Eafe. 

By  day,  lhall  Nature’s  fimple  voice 
Our  walks,  and  rides  of  health  rejoice. 

Far  from  an  empty  Court  where  Tumult  howls; 
And  fhould  at  night,  by  chance,  an  hour 
Be  with  ennui  inclin’d  to  low’r. 

We’ll  go  and  liften  to  our  owls ; 

Birds  from  whofe  throats  ’tis  faid  that  ‘wijdom  fprings— • 
How  very  diEPrent  froM  the  throats  of  Kings  t 
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A D V I C E 

TO 

THE  FUTURE  LAUREAT: 

t 

ANODE. 


Xfil  nimmm  Jiudeo,  Cajar,  t:b\  vtUe  flactre^ 

Nec-  feire  utrum  Jit  albut  an  a ter  homo. 

CATDLtTJS. 

So  little,  Cjefar’s  humour  claims  my  care, 

1 know  not  if  the  n>an  be  black  or  fair. 


G g 

O 


VoL.  II, 


ARGUMENT. 


THE  Poet  expreffeth  wanderful  curiofity  for  knowing  the 
future  Laureat  — reporteth  the  Candidates  for  the  fublime 
office  of  Poetical  Trumpeter — recommendeth  to  his  Mufe  the 
praifes  of  economy,  poultry,  cow-pens,  pigs,  dunghills,  &c. — 
advifeth  the  mention  of  his  prefent  money-loving  Majelly  ol 
Naples,  alfo  of  the  great  people  of  Germany. — Peter  gently 
critipifeth  poor  Thomas,  and  uttereth  Itrange  things  of 
Courts — he  exclaimeth  fuddenly,  and  boafte’th  of  his  purity — 
he  returneth  fweetly  to  the  unknown  Laureat,  alketh  him  per- 
tinent queflions,  and  informeth  him  what  a Lauyeat  fhould 
reffimble. 


PART  II. 

THE  Poet  feeleth  a moft  uncommon  metamorphofe — breaketh 
out  into  a kind  of  poetical  delirium — talketh  of  court-reforma- 
tion, the  arts  and  fciences  j an4  feemeth  tp  continue  mad  to 
fljC  en4  of  the  chapter. 


ADVICE 


. TO 

THE  FUTURE  LAUREAT. 


ODE. 

Who  fhall  refume  Saint  James’s  fife. 

And  call  ideal  virtues  into  life  ? 

On  tiptoe  gaping,  lo,  I Hand, 

To  fee  the  future  Laureat  of  the  land ! 

Dread  rivals,  fplafliing  through  the  dirty  road. 

With  thund’ring  fpecimens  of  Ode, 

The  lyric  bundles  on  each  Poet’s  back. 

Intent  to  gain  the  ftipend  and  the  Sack, 

See  Mason,  Hayley,  to  the  Palace  fcamper. 

Like  porters  fweating  underneath  a hamper ! 

And  fee  the  hacks  of  Nichols’  Magazine 
Rufh,  loyal,  to  berhyme  a King  and  Queen ; 

And  fee,  full  fpeed,  to  get  the  tuneful  job. 

The  belhnan’s  heart,  with  hopes  of  vidb’ry,  throb. 

G g 2 O thou. 
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O thou,  whate’er  thy  name,  thy  trade,  thy  art. 
Who  from  obfcurity  art  doom’d  to  ftart, 

Call’d,  by  the  Royal  mandate,  to  proclaim 
To  diftant  realms  a Monarch’s  feeble  fame — 

For  fame  of  Kings,  like  cripples  in  the  gout. 
Demands  a crutch  to  move  about — 

Whoe’er  thou  art,  that  winn’ft  the  envied  prize^ 
Oh,  if  for  Royal  fmile  thy  bofom  fighs. 

Of  pig-economy  .exalt  the  praifc  j 

Oh,  flatter  Iheep  and  bullocks  in  thy  lays ! 

To  faving  wifdom  boldly  ftrike  the  firings. 

And  jufbify  the  grazier-trade  in  Kings. 

Defcant  on  ducks  and  geefe,  and  cocks  and  hens, 
Hayftacks  and  dairies,  cowhoufes  and  pens  j 
Defcant  on  dunghills,  ev’ry  fort  of  kinej 
And  on  the  pretty  article  of  fwlne. 

Inform  us,  without  lofs,  to  twig 

The  ftomach  of  a feeding  calf,  or  cowj 
And  tell  us,  economic,  how 
T o fleal  a dinner  from  a fatt’ning  pig ; 

And,  Bard,  to  make  us  flill  more  blefl,  declare 
Plow  hogs  and  bullocks  may  grow  fat  on  air. 
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Sing  how  the  King  of  Naples  fells  his  filh, 
from  his  ftomach  cribs  the  daintieft  difh  i 
Sing,  to  his  fubjefts  how  he  fells  his  game  j 
So  fierce  for  dying  rich,  the  Monarch’s  flame ; 


Sing  of  th’  economy  of  German  quality; 

Emp’rors,  Electors,  dead  to  hofpitality ; 

Margraves,  and  miferable  Dukes, 

Who  iqueeze  their  fubjefts,  and  who  ftarve  their  cooks'  i 
Such  be  the  burthen  of  thy  birth-day  fong. 

And,  lo,  our  Court  will  liften  all  day  long. 

Tom  prov’d  unequal  to  the  Laureates  place; 
tiucklefs,  he  warbled  with  an  Attic  grace : 

The  language  was  not  underftood  at  Court, 

Where  bow  and  curt’fy,  grin  and  flirug,  refort 
Sorrow  for  ficknefs,  joy  for  health,  fo  civil ; 

And  love,  that  rdlh’d  each  other  to  the  devil  I 

i 


Tom  was  a fcholar — lucklefs  wight ! 

Lodg’d  with  old  manners  in  a mufty  college; 
He  knew  not  that  a Palace  hated  knowledge. 
And  deem’d  it  pedantry  to  fpell  and  write. 

Gg  3 


Tom 
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Tom  heard  of  royal  libraries,  indeed. 

And,  weakly,  fancied  that  the  books  were  read  j 

He  knew  not  that  an  author’s  fenfe 
Was,  at  a Palace,  not  worth  finding; 

That  what  to  notice  gave  a book  pretence. 

Was  folely  paper,  print,  and  binding! 

Some  folks  had  never  known,  with  all  their  wit, 

♦ Old  Pindar’s  name,  nor  occupation. 

Had  not  I ftarted  forth — a lucky  hit. 

And  prov’d  myfelf  the  Theban  Bard’s  relation. 

The  names  of  Drummond,  Boldero,  and  Hoare, 
Though  ftrangers  to  Apollo’s  tuneful  ear. 

Are  difcords  that  the  Palace-folks  adore, 

^ Sweet  as  fincerity,  as  honour  dear ; 

The  name  of  Homer,  none  are  found  to  know  it. 

So  much  the  Banker  foars  beyond  the  Poet; 

For  Courts  prefer,  lb  claflically  weak, 

A Guinea’s  mufic  to  the  noife  of  Greek : 

Menin  aeide  "Thea^  empty  founds. 

How  mean  to — Pay  the  bearer  fifty  pounds !” 

Angels, 
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Angels,  and  minifters  of  grace,  what’s  here ! 

See  fuppliant  SAc’sB’ry  to  the  Bard  appear ! 

He  fighs — upon  his  knuckles  he  is  down ! — « 

His  Lordfliip  begs  I’ll  take  the  Poet’s  crown* 

'Avaunt,  my  Lord  — Solicitation,  fly  I 

rU  not  be  Zany  to  a King,  not  !•:  j 

ril  be  no  Monarch’s  humble  thrufli. 

To  whiftle  from  the  laurel  bufh  ; 

Or,  rather,  a tame  owl,  to  hoot 
Whene’er  it  fhall  my  mafters  fuit. 

I have  no  flatt’ries  cut  and  dried — no  varnifh 
For  Royal  qualities,  fo  apt  to  tarnifh. 

Expos’d  a little  to  the  biting  air: 

I’ve  got  a foul,  and  fo  no  lies  to  fpare; 

Befides,  too  proud  to  ling  for  hire, 

I fcorn  to  touch  a venal  lyre. 

Avaunt,  ye  fceptred  vulgar — purpled,  ermin’^d  j 
The  Mufe  fhall  make  no  mummies.  I’m  determin’d# 
World,  call  her  proftitute,  bawd,  dirty  b — 

If  meanly  once  fhe  deals  in  fpice  and  pitch. 

And  faves  a carcafe,  by  its  lyric  balm. 

So  putrid,  which  the  very  worms  muft  damn. 

G g 4 Again 
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Again  to  thee  I turn,  from  dear  digrefllon ; 

To  thee,  ambitious  of  the  Sack-poffeffion ! 

O thou,  the  future  Laureat,  yet  unknown. 
The  nightingale  or  magpie  of  a Throne  I 
Reveal  the  fituation  of  thy  brain. 

Or  clear,  or  muddy  is  its  fountain  ? 

Of  molehills  can  it  make  a mountain. 

So  ftrong  the  magic  of  its  wizard  ftrain  ? 


Laureats  fliould  boaft  a bufliel  of  invention. 

Or  yield  up  all  poetical  pretcnfion : 

Lo,  flatt’ries  form  a Monarch’s  firft  delights ! 
A folar  rnicFofcope  the  Bard  fliould  be. 

That  to  a camel’s  fize  can  fweil  a flea. 

And  give  the  guts  of  aldermen  to  mites. 


PART  Ili 


A-DVICE  to  the  future  LAUREAT.'  44^ 


PART  II. 


==■  ;:.'4 

My  foul  aflTumes  a loftier  wing ; 

I’m  chang’d,  I feel  myfelf  a King  1 ^ 

I'm  feeptred — on  my  head  the  crown  defeends ! 

To  purple  turn’d  my  coat  of  parfon’s  grey. 

Now  let  my  Majefly  itfelf  difplay, 

'And  Ihow  that  Kings  and  glory  may  be  friends# 

Yet,  though  I feel  myfelf  a King, 

I hope,  untainting,  that  the  crown  defeends— 
Not  on  my  people’s  Ihoulders  bids  me  Ipring; 

And  cry,  forgetful  of  myfelf  and  friends. 

Blood  of  the  Gods  within  my  veins  1 find ; 

Not  the  mean  puddle  of  that  mob,  mankind/' 

r 

Low  at  my  feet  the  fpaniel- courtiers  cow’r  j 
Curl,  wheedle,  whine,  paw,  lick  my  fhoe,  for  pow’r 
Prepar’d  for  ev’ry  infult,  fervile  train. 

To  take  a kicking,  and  to  fawn  again ! 
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Off,  Pitt  and  Grenville  ! you  are  not  yet  men> 
Go,  children,  to  your  leading-firings  agen ; 

Make  not  a hobby-horfe  of  this  fair  Ifle:— 

Yet,  were  no  danger  in  the  childifh  fway,  ^ 

A Kingdom  might  permit  a baby’s  play. 

And  at  its  weaknefTes  indulge  a fmile. 

Off,  then ! — once  more  upon  your  letters  look— 

Go,  find  of  politics  the  loll  horn-book. 

Off  with  Excise  your  Imp,,  with  lengthen’d  claws. 
And  fangs  deep-rooted  in  his  hydra-jaws ; 

That  monfler,  damping  Freedom’s  facred  joysj 
Fed  by  your  hands,  ye  pair  of  foolifh  boys  ! 

My  foul,  to  Freedom  wedded.  Freedom  loves; 
Then  blaft  me,  lightnings,  when,  fo  coldly  cruel, 
I to  pomatum  facrifice  the  jewel. 

Rouge,  pigtail,  and  a pair  of  gloves. 

Off,  J ! fome  demon  did  create  thee : 

Oh,  form’d  to  fawn,  to  kneel,  to  lie,  to  flatter ! 

“ Perdition  catch  my  foul,  but  I do  hate  thee ! 

‘‘  And  when  I hate  thee  not,”  I war  with  Nature, 
Such  reptiles  dare  not  ’midfl  my  radiance  fport — 
Curs’d  be  fuch  fnakes  that  crawl  about  a Court. 

Difgracc 

O 
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Difgrace  not,  fimp’ring  fycophants,  mytlirone! — 

E , and  pigmy  V t,  be  gone ! 

Br , thou  ftinkeft ! — weazel,  polecat,  fly! 

Thy  manners  Ikock,  thy  form  offends  my  eye. 

As  for  thy  principles — thy’re  gone  long  fince ; 

Lofl,  when  a poor  deferter  from  thy  Prince. 

— r,  avaunt ! — thou’rt  cowardly  and  mean  5 
Thy  foul  is  fable,  and  thy  hands  unclean. 

Yet  to  minutise  to  defcend,  what  need? 

Enough,'  that  thou  art  one  of  Charles’s  breed. 


Out  with  that  Sal’sbury  ! — Dundas^  avaunt ! 

Off,  water-gruel  Westmoreland,  and  Leeds! 
You,  verily,  are  not  the  men  I want — 

My  bounty  no  fuch  folly  feeds. 

Off,  PIarcourv  ! who  wouldft  ftarve  my  kine, 

Or  make  them,  poor  lean  devils,  dine  " v 
On  vile  horfe-chefnuts — ’tis  a curfed-  meai^ — 
Inftead  of  turnips,  corn,  and  hay: 

Thou  fhalt  not,  -by  this  avaricious  way. 

Into  my  royal  favour  fteal. 


- 5 


Off, 
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OfFj  Uxbridge  ! — Leeds,  too,  once  more  get  along  f 
Ifou  fhall  not  be  Lord-Prefidcnts  of  fongj 
You  throw  poor  St.  Cecilia  into  fits: 

You’ve  ears,  but  verily  they  do  not  hear, 
juft  as  you’ve  tongues  that  cannot  fpeak,  I fear  j 
And  brains  that  want  their  compliment  of  wits* 

Off,  Walsingham  ! — thou  putdft  me  in  a fweat; 

I hate  a jack-in-office  martinet — 

For  ever  fomething  mofi  important  brewing  j 
For  ever  bufy,  biify,  nothing  doing. 

Thou  plague  of  Poft-office,  the  teazer,  frctteri 
Informing  clerks  the  way  to  feal  a letter; 

Who,  full  of  wifdom,  hold’ft  thyfelf  the  broom, 
Inftrufling  Sufan  how  to  fweep  the  room  ; 

The  letter-man,  to  hold  his  bag; 

The  mail- guard  (funk  in  ignorance  forlorn!) 

To  load  his  blunderbufs,  and  blow  his  horn; 

Off,  off! — of  confequence  thou  rag ! 

Go  to  the  fields,  and  gain  a Nation’s  thanks; 

Catch  grafshoppers  and  butterflies  for  Ban-ks,* 

I want  not  fellows  that  can  only  prate ; 

1 want  no  whirligigs  of  ftate ; 

No 


\ 
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No  jack-a-lanterns,  imitating  fire. 
Skipping,  and  leading  men  into  the  mire. 


Tlmi  fervile  copyift,  West,  begone! 

Widi  nought  worth  faving  of  thy  ownj  . ’ 

Phillis  and  Chloe,  dancing  dogs, 

PiNETTi,  and  the  fortune-telling  hogs. 

Toymen  and  conj’rors,  from  my  prefence  fly! 

I have  no  children  to  amufe—not  I, 

Off,  Sw G ! thou  lean,  old,  wicked  cat.;  f 

Rcftlefs  and  fpitting,  biting,  mewing,  mean. 

Thou  lhali;  not  in  my  chimney-corner  fquat; 

Thou  Ibalt  not,  harridan,  be  Queen  : ; 

Off,  to  thy  country,  by  the  map  forgot. 

Where  Tyranny  and  Famine  curfe  the  Ipotl 

Yet  empty  firft  thy  bags  of  plunder’d  gain. 

Wages  of  vile  political  pollution  j 
Then  vanifh,  thou  Old  Fistula  ! a drain 
Enervating  our  glorious  Conftitutipn  1 

Off,  Hastings’ Wife!  thy  di’monds  bode  no  good ; 
They  fliaU  not  taint  us— lo,  they  fmeU  of  blood! 
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OfF,  ofF,  old  Gilbert's  Ipawn! — now  Edgecombe’s 
fuiy. 

In  manners  coarfer  than  the  dames  of  Drury ! 

O form’d  for  Uglinefs  itfelf  a foil ! 

Sprung  from  the  Church,  the  world  might  well  fuppofe 
Thy  blood  with  fome  few  drops  of  meeknefs  flows— 
No,  vitriol ! — not  one  pardcle  of  oil  I 

ril  have  no  Laureat — facred  be  the  Ode  j 
Unfullied  let  its  torrent  roll ! 

Few  merits  mine,  the  Mufe’s  wing  to  load ; 

Small  grace  of  form,  and  no  fublime  of  foul  l 

And  yet,  whate’er  the  merits  that  are  mine, 

0 

By  verfe  unvarnilh’d  fliall  they  jQiine. 

The  real  Virtues  dare  themfelves  difplay, 

And  need  no  pedeftal  to  fhow  away : 

Each  from  herfelf  her  own  importance  draws. 

And  fcorns  a chatt’ring  Poet’s  mock  applaufe. 

Have  niggard  Nature,  and  my  flars,  unkind. 

Of  fenfe  and  virtues  ftript  my  defert  mind 
My  name  let  Silence,  with  her  veil,  invade. 

And  cold  Oblivion  pour  th’  eternal  fliade. 
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Oblig’d  not  to  an  author’s  rhyme. 

Important,  down  the  ftream  of  Time, 

O let  me  fail,  or  not  at  all ; 

Too  proud  for  Bards  to  take  in  tow  my  name. 
Juft  like  the  Viftory,*  or  Fame,'* 

That  drag  along  the  joLlyboat  or  yawl. 


Away,  the  little  fniv’ling  fpirit ! 

Away,  the  hate  of  riling  merit ! 

Thy  heav’n-ward  wing,  afpiring  Genius,  wave; 

I vill  not,  lev’ling  with  a jaundic’d  eye. 

The  fecret  blundcrbufs  let  fly. 

To  give  thee,  O thou  royal  bird ! a grave. 

I’ll  have  no  poet-perfecution — no ! 

Proud  of  its  liberty,  the  verfe  fhall  flow  j 
The  mouth  of  Pegafus  fhall  feel  no  curb : 

If,  idly  wanton.  Poets  tax  me  wrong. 

Theirs  is  the  infamy,  for  theirs  the  fong; 

Such  blafls  fhall  ne’er  my  foul’s  deep  calm  difturb. 


But,  fhould  fair  Truth  to  Satire  lend  an  edge. 
Bid  with  more  force  defcend  her  thund’ring  fledge. 

My 


■*  Ships  of  the  line. 
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My  juftice  dares  not  break  that  poet’s  pipe; 

And,  like  a fchool-boy,  to  the  tiger’s  den. 

Who  wanton  flings  a cat,  a cock,  or  hen, 

I will.aot  give  him  to  ^Macdonald’s  gripe. 

Wife,  let  me  hufli  of  prejudice  the  ftorm, 

« V*  ■ 

Difarm  him  for  the  future,  and  reform : 

Yesj  ’(lead  of  giving  him  a laT^-jokationf 
Revenge  the  blow  by  reformation, 

To'Teos,  which  of  yore  was  reckon’d  far, 
Hipparchus  really  fent  a man  of  war. 

To  bring  Anacreon,  honied  bard,  to  court; 

So  Plato  fays,  a man  of  good  report. 

How  difFrent,  Monarchs  of  the  prefent  day ! 

From  modern  Kings  each  bee-like  minftrel  fculks, 
Wbofe  love  would  clap  the  bards  on  board  the  hullcs^ 
Or  fend  them  out  to  warble  at  j- Thieves  Bay. 

Come,  Science,  and  the  Arts,  around  me  bloom; 

Thrice-welcome,  half  my  empire  claim : 

The  eye  of  Genius  fhall  not  wear  a gloom. 

Nor  Boydell  dafh  my  cheek  with  fhame. 

HifLorians, 

• The  Attorney-General, 
f Commonly  called 
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H’lftorians,  Poets,  Painters,  ev’ry  merit. 

Shall  feel  King  Peter’s  foft’ring  fpirlt. 

Yes,  men  of  genius,  be  my  equals,  free- 
imperious  confequence  ye  fhall  not  feel  j 
For  Ihow  colle<5ted,  juft  to  bend  the  knee. 

And  grace,  like  flaves  of  yore,  a chariot-wheel. 

Avaunt,  the  parafitlc  dedication  ! 

A trap  to  catch,  my  fmlle,  deceive  the  Nation, 

And  make  the  wide-mouth’d  million  blefs  my  name. 
Ah ! let  my  deeds  alone,  inftead  of  lies. 

Proclaim  me  open,  gen’rous,  good,  and  wile  j 
Thofe  manly  heralds  of  a virtuous  fame. 

Here,  from  your  hovels,  fons  of  fclence,  come : 

Oh,  hafte ! and  call  King  Peter’s  houfe  your  home; 
Your  huts,  your  folitary  mountains,  quit. 

And  make  my  court  a galaxy  of  wit. 

Come,  Virtue,  though  a dungeon  hide  thy  face, 
(For  to  thy  lot  too  oft  misfortune  falls) 

Whofe  angel-form,  from  jails  can  blot  difgrace. 

And  caft  a facred  fplendor  o’er  the  walls. 


VOL.  II. 
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Thus 
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Thus  fhall  our  moments  glide  on  golden  wings; 

Thus  will  we  triumph  with  expanded  hearts ; 
At  times  be  merry  upon  thrifty  Kings, 

And  fmile  at  Majefty  that  ftarves  the  arts. 
Ambitious,  if  with  Wisdom  thus  we  wed; 

A Farthing  fhall  not  blulh  to  bear  OUR  head ! 
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epistle  dedicatory. 


ILLUSTRIOUS  SIR, 

Permit  a poor  fon  of  Apollo  to  make  an  offering 
of  his  pamphlet  (a  fort  of  widow’s  mite),  for  the  plea- 
fure  received  from  your  five  quartos.  Aware  of  the 
dangers  of  launching  into  the  foaming  fea  of  ufual 
dedication,  in  which  many  an  unfortunate  author  has 
been  drowned,  I tremble  at  my  prefent  attempt.  Ex- 
alted panegyric  too  frequently  incurs  the  fufpicion  of  a 
fneer.  Tour  dedication,  illuftrioua  Sir,  to  the  beft  of 
Kings,  ftrikes  me  as  the  moft  perfeft  model  of  imita- 
tion— it  is  a column  of  Attic  elegance  and  fimplicity, 
erected  to  a defcrving  Monarch.  Pray,  Sit,  did  his 
auguft  Majefty  honour  it  with  a perufal  before  publica- 
tion ? It  truly  forms  the  ne  plus  ultra  of  human  panegyric  ; 
and  what  is  marvellous,  cannot  be  fufpefted  of  adula- 
tion. Pray,  Sir,  how  much  might  his  Majefty  give  you 
fork? 

What  a fimilarity,  illuftrious  Sir,  between  yourfelf 
and  Mr.  James  Boswell  ! and  yet  what  a diftance ! 
Both  glorioufiy  ambitious,  both  great  fcholars,  both 
intelleftually  adorned,  both  popular  gentlemen,  both 
dealers  in  hiftory,  and  both  defcended  from  kings  ! But 
Mr.  James  Boswell’s  ambition  was  not  of  fo  bold  a 
wing  as  yours.  He  was  content  with  a journey  to 
Scotland,  to  exhibit  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson,  the  lexico- 
grapher, to  the  literati  of  that  country  : your  more  exalted 
ideas  could  only  be  fatisfied  with  a difplay  of  the  head- 
quarters of  the  IMMORTAL  Nile,  who  had  puzzled  the 
purfuits  of  men  for  feven  thoufand  years.  Whilft 
Mr.  Boswell  entertains  only  with  a breakfaft  on  fpal- 

H h-3  dings 
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dings  {alias  dried  whitings),  the  fublimer  Bruce  treats 
us  with  a 'difli  of  lion.  Whilft  Boswell  brings  us 
acquainted  with  plain  Scottifli  gentlewomen  only,  the 
gallant  Bruce  charms  us  with  romantic  tales  of  Queen 
SiTTiNiA,  &c.  Whilft  Mr.  Boswell  prefents  us  only 
with  an  anecdote  of  a flannel  night-cap  made  by  Mifs 
M‘Leod,  for  the  Doctor’s  bald  head  j the  fublimer 
Bruce  tells  us  of  a piece  of  fattin,  and  flx  handfome 
crifnfon  and  green  handkerchiefs,  moft  gallantly  tranf- 
jnitted  to  the  beautiful  Aiscach,  of  Teawa.  Whilft 
Mr.  Boswell  amufes  us  only  with  with  his  drunken 
bout,  and  confequently  a Ample  emetic  fcene,  the  foaring 
Bruce  greets  us  with  tlie  more  important  hiftory  of  a 
thundering  PiARRHiEA.  Whilft  Mr.  Boswell  prides 
himfelf  only  upon  his  defcent  from  a Scottifli  King,  the 
penetrating  Bruce  difeovers  an  origin  from  King 
Solomon  and  the  Queen  of  Sheba  ; which,  under  the 
rofe,  muft  be  eftablifliing  a baftardy  in  the  family,  as 
the  Abyflinian  Queen  could  be  nothing  more  than 
Solomon’s  concubine,  their  marriage  having  never  been 
proved. 

Pray,  Sir,  what  may  his  Majefty  intend  to  do  with  your 
invaluable  drawings,  &c.  &c.  ? Are  they  to  be  engraved, 
pro  hono  publico^  at  the  expence  of  the  royal  purfe ; or 
kept  caiitioujly  locked  up  in  a drawer  at  Buckingham- 
* houfe,  to  induce  the  dilettanti  to  Agh  for  the  publication  ? 
PoAibly  they  are  deftined  to  be  a pofthumous  work  of  the 
greateft  of  Kings ; but  not  like  pofthumous  works  in 
general,  to  difgrace  the  dead. 


I am.  Illustrious  Sir, 

0 


P.  P. 


A 


COMPLIMENTARY  EPISTLE. 


is  the  tale,  however  ftrange  its  air. 


That  bids  the  public  eye  ajionied  ftare ! 

Sweet  is  the  tale,  howe’er  uncouth  its  ihape, 

That  makes  the  world’s  wide  mouth  with  wonder  gape ! 
Behold,  our  infancies  in  tales  delight, 


That  bolt  like  hedgehog-quills  the  hair  upright. 


Of  ghofts  how  pleas’d  is  ev’ry  child  to  hear ! 

To  fuch  is  Jack  the  Giant-killer  dear ! 

Dread  monfters,  iffuing  from  the  flame  or  flood, 
Charm,  though  with  horror  cloth’d  they  chill  the  blood  1 
What  makes  a tale  fo  fleepy,  languid,  dull  ? 

Things  as  they  happen’d — not  of  marvel  full. 

What  gives  a zeft,  and  keeps  alive  attention  ? 

A tale  that  wears  the  vifage  of  invention : 

A tale  of  lions,  fpedlres,  fliipwreck,  thunder  j 
A wonder,  or  firfl:  coufin  to  a wonder. 
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Myfterious  conduft ! yet  ’tis  Nature’s  plan 

I 

T o fow  with  wonder’s  feeds  the  foul  of  man. 

That  ev’ry  where  in  fweet  profufion  rife. 

And  fprout  luxuriant  through  the  mouth  and  eyes ! 

What  to  the  vajiy  deep  *Sir  Joseph  gave. 

As  of  the  world,  the  fport  of  wind  and  wave  ? 

What  bade  the  Knight,  amid  thofe  Icenes  remote. 
Sleep  with  Queen  Oborea  in  the  boat  ? 

What,  unconfounded,  leap  to  Newton’s  chair  ? 

What,  but  to  make  a world  with  wonder  flare  ? 

What  bids  a King  on  Wimbledon,  Blackheath, 

So  oft  rejoice  the  regiments  of  death ; 

While  Britain’s  mightier  bulwark  flighted  lies. 

And,  vainly  groaning,  for  its  Csefar  fighs  ? 

What,  with  the  vulgar  pigs  of  Afcot  taken. 

Devour  on  J Afcot-heath  his  annual  bacon  ? 

What  bade  that  great,  great  man,  a goodly  fight. 
Watch  his  wife’s  di’mond  petticoat  all  night  j 

And 


* Sir-Jofeph  Banks. 

f Conftantly,  yeay  with  annual  conllancy,  do  their  augujl, 
Majejiies  devour  the  fine  fat  bacon  of  Afcot  at  the  time  of  the 
races,  and,  after  deeply  loading  their  royal  ftomachs  with  this 
favoury  meat,  in  grateful  return  load  Afcot  and  the  bacon  with 
royal  approbation. 
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And  what  that  wife  of  great,  gVeat,  great  renown. 
Make  her  own  caps,  and  darn  a thread-bare  gown  ? 
What  bade  the  charming  * Lady  Mary  fly 
Marchesi’s  fqueeze,  for  Pacchierotti’s  figh? 

What  Master  Edgecumbe  deal  in  rhiming  ware? 
What,  but  to  put  all  f Cawfand  in  a flare  ? 

Sweet  child  of  verfe,  who,  with  importance  big. 
Pleas’d  its  own  felf,  and  eterniz’d  a pig ; J 
Whilft,  mad  an  equal  weight  of  praife  to  Ihare, 

Old  Mount  plays  Punchinello  to  a hair. 

What  makes  a girl  the  fhops  for  novels  rove? 

The  fweet  impoflibilities  of  love  j 
Quixotic  deeds  to  catch  the  flying  fair; 

To  pant  at  dangers,  and  at  marvels  flare. 

What  prompteth  Chloe,  confeious  of  the  charms 
That  crowd  the  fouls  of  fwains  with  wild  alarms. 

To 

* Lady  Mary  Duncan. 

f A fmall  fifhing-town  near  Mount  Edgecumbe. 

X This  pig,  Cupid,  who  many  years  ago  fell  in  love  with  th« 
Earl,  has  a monument  erefted  to  his  memory,  with  an  inferip- 
tion  on  it  by  Lord  Valletort,  the  EarEs  fon. — It  is  faid,  that 
his  Majefty,  when  at  Mount  Edgecumbe,  happening  to  be 
gravely  pondering  near  his  grave,  the  Queen,  who  was  at  fome 
dillance,  alked  him,  what  he  was  looking  at  fo  ferioufly.  His 
Majelly,  with  a great  deal  of  humour,  immediately  replied. 
The  family  vault,  Charly;  family  vault,  family  vault.” 
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To  give  the  fwelling  bofom’s  milk-white  (kin 
A veil  of  gauze  fo  marveloufly  thin  ? 

What  but  a kind  intention  of  the  fair 
To  treat  the  eyes  of  Ihepherds  with  a flare  ? 

Behold!  Religion’s, felf,  celeftial  dame. 

Founds  on  the  rock  of  miracle  her  fame : 

A facred  building,  that  defies  decay. 

That  fin’s  wild  waves  can  never  wafh  away ! 

What  made*  John  Rolle  (except  for  Exon’s  flare) 
Drill-lerjeant  to  the  aldermen  and  may’r, 

E’er  from  the  hall  he  led  his  chofen  bands. 

To  view  the  King  of  Nations,  and  kifs  hands  ? 
How  rarely  man  the  haunts  of  wifdom  feeks. 

Pleas’d  with  the  life  of  cabbages  and  leeks  ! 

Though  form’d  to  plough  the  foil,  divinely  flrong, 
*Tis  famine  goads  him,  like  an  ox,  along: 

But 

* Mr.  JoHKt  Rolle’s  dread  of  a failure  in  the  etiquette 
prefentment  to  his  Majelly  when  at  Exeter,  prevailed  on  himfelf 
to  take  a deal  of  trouble  with  gentlemen  who  were  to  be  intro- 
duced at  the  Levee:  but,  in  fpite  of  all  his  intelleitual  powers, 
which,  like  his  corporeal,  are  of  more  than  ordinary  texture, 
much  diforder  happened ; indeed  the  beft  of  Kings  was  three  or 
four  times  nearly  overturned.  Many  were  the  gentlemen  that 
Mr.  Rolle  was  forced  to  place  himfelf  behind,  to  pull  down 
properly  on  their  knees ; and  many  were  the  gentlemen  he  was 
obliged  to  run  after,  and  make  face  to  the  right  about,  who 
uncourteoufly,  though  unwittingly,  in  quitting  the  prefence, 
had  turned  their  unpolifhed  tails  on  Majefty. 
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But  Bruce,  on  Curiosity’s  wild  wings. 

Darts,  hawk-like,  where  the  game  of  maiTel  Iprings. 
Let  envy  kindle  with  the  blufli  of  fliame. 

That  dares  to  call  thee,  Bruce,  a thief  of  fame. 
Pleas’d  to  thy  wonder’s  vortex  to  be  drawn, 

A thoufand  volumes  could  not  make  me  yawn : 

And  (O  accept  a falutary  hint) — 

The  world  will  read  as  faft  as  thou  canft  print. 

Curs’d  by  die  goofe’s  and  the  critic’s  quill. 

What  tortures  tear  us,  and  what  horrors  tlirill ! 

Thus  that  fmall  imp,  a tooth,  a fimple  bone. 

Can  make  fair  ladies  and  great  heroes  groan  j 
T ear  hopelefs  virgins  from  their  happy  dream, 

And  bid  for  doctors  ’Head  of  fweechearts  fcream  j • 
In  tears  the  tender  tolTmg  infant  deep. 

And  from  its  eyelids  brufli  the  dews  of  deep ; 

Where,  with  a cheek  in  cherub  bluflies  dreft. 

It  fecks,  with  fruitlefs  cries,  its  vanifh’d  reft. 

Far  diff  rent.  Thou,  ered  in  confcious  pride, 
Coloftal  dar’ft  the  critic  hoft  beftride; 

Like  yelping  coward  curs  canft  make  them  flcipy 
And  tremble  at  the  thunder  of  thy  whip. 
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How  hard  that  thou,  a buly  working  bee, 

Shouldft  range  from  flow’r  to  flow’r,  from  tree  to  tred$ 
Fly  loaded  home  from  fhrubs  of  richeft  prime, 
Egyptian,  Nubian,  Abyffinian  thyme ; 
i^.nd  plund’ring  * drones  upon  thine  honey  thrive^ 
Who  never  gave  an  atom  to  the  hive  ! 

Huge  Whale  of  marvel-hunters,  further  fay. 

And  glad  the  prefent  and  the  future  day  j 
Speak  ! did  no  angel,  proud  to  intervene. 

Bear  thee,  like  Habbakuk,  from  fcene  to  fcene;  ? 

Lo ! moon-ey’d  Wonder  opes  her  lap  to  thee : 
How  niggardly,  alas ! to  lucklefs  me ! 

Wherere’er  through  tracklefs  woods  thy  luckier  way. 
Marvels,  like  dew-drops,  beam  on  ev’ry  Ipray. 

Bleft  man ! whate’er  thou  wifheft  to  behold> 

Nature  as  ftrongly  willies  to  unfold  j 
Of  all  her  wardrobe  offers  every  rag. 

Of  which  thy  fl<ill  hath  form’d  a conj’ror’s  bag. 

Thy  deeds  are  giants,  covering  ours  with  fhame  ! 
Poor  wafted  pigmies ! fkeletons  of  fame  I 
T o thee  how  kindly  hath  thy  genius  giv’n 
The  maffy  keys  of  yonder  ftar-clad  heav’n  j 

With 


* Alluding  to  an  Abridgement  of  Mr.  Bruce’s  Travels. 
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With  leave,  whene’er  tliou  wiflieft  to  unlock  It, 

To  put  a few  eclipfes  in  thy  pocket ! 

Nature,  where’er  thou  tread’ft,  exalts  her  formi 
The  whifp’ring  zephyr  fwells  a howling  ftormj 
Where  pebbles  lay,  and  riv’lets  purl’d  before. 

Huge  promontories  rife,  and  oceans  roar. 
Thrice-envy’d  man  (if  truth  each  volume  fings). 

Thy  life  how  happy ! hand  and  glove  with  kings ! 

A fimple  fwain,  a ftranger  to  a throne, 

I ne’er  fa.t  down  with  kings  to  pick  a bone ! 

For  fmiles  I gap’d  not,  crouch’d  not  for  affiftancei 
But  paid  my  falutations  at  a diftance : 

Yet  live,  O Kings,  to  fee  a dlftant  date, 

Becaufe  I’ve  got  a pretty  good  eftatc  j * 

A comely  fpot  near  Helicon,  that  thrives' j 
A leafehold  though,  that  hangs  upon  your  lives ; 

Set  to  George  Kearsley,  at  a moderate  rent; 
Enough  for  me,  poor  fwain,  it  brings  content. 

Were  heav’n  to  place  a crown  upon  my  head. 

So  meek,  fo  modeft,  J ihould  faint  with  dread; 

And  like  fomc  honeft  bifhop,  with  a figh, 

‘‘  Pity  my  greatncfs.  Lord !”  would  be  my  cry* 
Poets,  like  fpiders,  now-a-days  muft  fpin. 

E’en  from  thmjehes,  the  threads  of  life  fo  thin. 

Nought 
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Nought  pleafeth  now  the  rulers  of  great  nations, 

But  books  of  wonders,  and  fweet  dedications. 

Kings,  like  the  mountains  of  the  moon,  indeed. 

Proud  of  their  ftature,  lift  a lofty  head  j 
Heads,  like  the  mountains  alfo,  cold  and  raw. 

That,  ice-envelop'd,  feldom  feel  a thaw. 

Oh,  may  the  worft  of  ills  my  foul  betide. 

For  me  if  ever  love-fick  lady  dy’d ! 

If  fatal  darts  from  thefe  two  eyes  of  mine. 

Play’d  havock  with  fair  ladies  hearts,  like  thine : 

No,  no  ! I ever  a hard  bargain  drove. 

And  purchas’d  ev’ry  atom  of  my  love. 

O Bruce,  I own,  all  candour,  that  I look 
With  envy,  downright  envy,  on  thy  book ; 

A book  like  Pfalmanazar’s,  form’d  to  laft. 

That  gives  th’  hiftoric  eye  a fweet  repaft ; - 

A book  like  Mandeville’s,  that  yields  delight. 

And  puts  poor  probability  to  flight  j 
A book  that  e’en  Pontopidan  would  own ; 

A book  moft  humbly  offer’d  to  the  Throne  j 
A book,  how  happy,  which  the  King  of  Ifles 
Admires  (fays  rumour),  and  receiv’d  with  fmlles ! 

The  fool,  with  equal  gape,  aftonifh’d  fees. 
Through  Wonder’s  glaffes,  elephants  and  fleas; 

5 Byt 
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But  thou,  in  Wonder’s  fchool  long  ijred,  full  grown. 
Art  pleas’d  indeed  with  elephants  alone : 

Hadft  thou  been  God,  an  inhilt  to  thy  light. 

Thy  majefty  had  fcorn’d  to  make  a mite. 

Know,  where  th’  Atlantic  holds  th’  unwieldly  whale. 
My  heart  has  panted  at  the  monfter’s  tail : 

Had  Bruce  been  there,  th’  invincible,  the  brave. 
How  had  he  dafli’d  at  once  beneath  the  wave ! 

Bold  with  his  dirk  the  mighty  fifh  purfu’d. 

And  ftain’d  whole  leagues  of  ocean  with  his  blood  i 
Then  rifing  glorious  from  the  great  attack. 

Grac’d  with  the  wat’ry  tyrant  on  liis  back ! 

’Mid  thofe  fair  ^illes,  the  happy  ifles  of  old. 
Plains  that  the  ghofts  of  kings  and  chiefs  patrol’d, 
Thefe  eyes  have  feen  j but,  let  me.  truth  confefs. 

No  royal  fpeftre  came,  thefe  eyes  to  blefs : 

To  no  one  chieftain-phantom  too,  I vow. 

With  rev’rence,  did  ! ever  make  my  bow : 

Gone  to  make  room,  poor  ghofts,  fo  Fate  inclines. 
For  gangs  of  lazy  Spaniards  and  their  vines. 

But  had  thy  foot,  illuftrious  Trav’ler,  trod, 

Ukc  me,  the  precinfts  of  th’  Elyfian  fodj 

■ FuU 

• The  Canaries,  or  the  Infula;  Fortunatac  of  the  Ancients, 
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Full  of  enquiry,  eafy,  unconfounded. 

By  Ipeftres  hadft  thou  quickly  been  furrounded ; 
Then  had  we  heard  thy  book  of  wonder  boaft, 

How  Bruce  the  brave  Ihook  hands  with  ev’ry  ghoft ! 
In  vain  did  I phsenomena  purfue. 

For  Wonder  waits  upon  the  chofen  few. 

Whate’er  I faw  requir’d  no  witch’s  ftorm — 

Slight  deeds,  that  Nature  could  with  eafe  perform! 
Audacious,  to  purloin  my  flefh  and  fifh. 

No  golden  eagles  hopp’d  into  my  difh; 

Nor  crocodiles,  by  love  of  knowledge  kd, 

To  mark  my  figure,  left  their  oozy  bed; 

Nor  loaded  camels,  to  provoke  my  flare. 

Sublimely  whirl’d,  like  flraws,  amid  the  air; 

Nor,  happy  in  a flomach  form’d  of  fleel. 

On  roaring  lions  have  I made  a meal. 

Unequal  mine  with  lions’  bones  to  cope; 

‘Thy  jaws  can  only  on  fuch  viands  ope. 

Oh,  hadft  thou  trod,  like  me,  the  happy  ifle, 

Whofe  * mountain  treats  all  mountains  with  a fmile ; 
Bold  hadft  thou  climb’d  th’  afcent,  an  eafy  matter. 
And,  nobly  daring,  fous’d  into  the  crater ; 

Then  out  agen  hadft  vaulted  with  a hop. 

Quick  as  a fweeper  from  a chimney-top. 

Qh, 


* TenerxfFe. 
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Oh,  had  thy  curious  eye  beheld,  like  mine,  * . 
The  * ifle  which  glads  the  heart  with  richeft  wine ! 
Beneath  its  vines,  with  common  clufters  crown’d. 

At  eve  my  wand’ring  fteps  a paflfage  found. 

Where  rofe  the  hut,  and,  neither  rich  nor  poor. 

The  wife  and  hulband,  feated  at  the  door. 

Touch’d,  when  the  labours  of  the  day  were  done. 
The  wire  of  mufic  to  the  fetting  fun; 

Where,  bleft,  a tender  offspring,  rang’d  around. 
Join’d  their  fmall  voices  to  the  filver  found. 

But  had  thine  eye  this  fimple  feene  explor’d. 

The  man  at  once  had  fprung  a feeptred  lord ; 

Princes  and  princeffes  the  beams  had  been ; 

The  hut  a palace,  and  the  wife  a tjueen; 

Their  golden  harps  had  ravifb’d  thy  two  ears. 

And  beggar’d  all  the  mufic  of  the  fpheres  j 
So  kind  is  Nature  always  pleas’d  to  be. 

When  vifited  by  favourites,  like  thee  I 

Strange  1 thou  haft  feen  the  land,  that,  to  its  ftiame. 

Ne’er  heard  our  good ’s  virtues,  nor  his  name  I 

I’ve  only  feen  thofe  regions,  let  me  fay. 

Where  his  great  niirtues  never  found  their  way. 

VoL.  II.  I » 


* Madeira. 
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Alas,  I never  met  with  royal  fcenes ! 

No  vomits  gave  to  AbylTinian  queens  ! 

Drew  not  from  royal  arms  the  purple  tide. 

Nor  fcotch’d  with  fleams  a fceptred  lady’s  hide; 
Nor,  in  anatomy  fo  very  flout, 

Ventur’d  to  turn  a princefs  infide  out  j 
Nor,  blufhing,  ftripp’d  me  to  the  very  fkin. 

To  give  a royal  blackamoor  a grin. 

I never  faw  (with  ignorance  I own) 

Mule-mounted  Monarchs  feek  th’  imperial  throne ; 
Which  mule  the  carpet  fpoil’d — a dirty  beaft ! 

Firfl  flal’d ; then — What  ? — Oblivion  cloud  the  reft, 
I faw  no  king,  whofe  fubje6ls  form’d  a riot. 

And,  imp-like,  howl’d  around  him  for  his  quiet. 
Nor  have  I been  where  men  (what  lofs,  alas  !) 

Kill  half  a cow,  and  turn  the  reft  to  grafs.  . 
V/here’er,  great  Trav’ler,  thou  art  pleas’d  to  tread. 
The  teeming  flcies  rain  wonders  on  thy  head : 

No  common  birth  to  greet  thine  eye  appears. 

But  facred  labours  of  a thoufand  years. 

Where'er  the  Nile  fhall  pouf  the  fmalleft  fluice. 

The  rills  fhall  curl  into  the  name  of  Bruce. 

And,  lo  ! a univerfe  his  praife  fliall  utter, 

> W’ho,  fifft  of  mortals,  found  the  parent  gutter  j 


5 


And 


TO  JAMES  BRUCE,  ES(i. 


475 


And,  let  me  add,  of  gutters  too  the  Queen', 
Without  whole  womb  the  Nile  had  never  been. 

Thus  many  a mao,  whofe  deeds  have  made  a pother. 
Has  had  a fcurvy  father  or  a mother. 

O form’d  in  art  and  fcience  to  furpafs ; 

To  whom  e’en  Valour  is  an  arrant  afs; 

0 Bruce,  rnoft  furely  Travel’s  eldeft  fon  j 
Tell,  prithee,  all  that  thou  haft  feen  and  done  ! 

1 fear  thou  hideft  half  thy  feats,  unkind ; 

A thoufand  wonders,  ah  ! remain  behind  ! 

Where  is  the  chariot- wheel  with  Pharoah’s  name, 
Filh’d  from  the  old  Red  Sea  to  fwell  thy  fame  ? 
Where  the  horfe-lhoe  with  Pharoah’s  arms,  and  found 
Where  wicked  Pharoah  and  his  hoft  were  drown’d  ? 
Where  of  that  ftone  a Dice,  and  frefli  account, 

Giv’n  by  the  Lord  to  Moses  on  the  Mount  ? 

And  where  a flice  of  that  ftone’s  elder  brother. 

That,  broken,  forc’d  th’  All-Wise  t’engrave  another  ? 
Where  of  the  cradle  too,  a facred  rufh  ? 

Where  a true  charcoal  of  the  burning  bufh  ? 

And  oh,  the  jewel,  curious  gem,  difclofe. 

That  dangled  from  the  Queen  of  Sheba’s  nofe. 

When,  with  hard  queftions,  and  two  roguilh  eyes. 
She  rode  to  puzzle  Solomon  the  Wife ! 

li  2 


Sagacious 
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Sagacious  Terrier  in  Discovery’s  mine. 

Shall  Nature  form  no  more  a nofe  like  thine  ? 

No  more  difplay’d  the  pearls  of  wonder  beam. 

When  thou,  great  man,  art  pall  the  Stygian  ftream  ? 
To  Afric  wilt  thou  never,  Bruce,  return? 

Howl,  Britain  ! Europe,  AbylTinia  mourn  ! 

Droop  {hall  Discovery’s  wing,  her  bofom  ligh. 

And  Marvel  meet  no  more  the  ravifh’d  eyej 
Nature  outftep  her  modeily  no  more; 

Her  catarafts  of  wonder  ceafe  to  roar. 

Forc’d  to  a common  channel  to  fubfide, 

And  pour  no  longer  an  aflounding  tide  ? 

O bid  not  yet  the  lucky  labours  ceafe ; 

Still  let  the  Land  of  Wonder  feel  increafe : 

Thy  loads  of  dung,  delightful  ordure,  yield. 

And  blolTom  with  fertility  the  field : 

Gates,  hedges  mend,  that  Ignorance  pull’d  down^ 

' And  bring  in  triumph  back  each  kidnapp’d  town. 
Though  Envy  damns  thy  volumes  of  furprife, 

Bleft  I devour  them  with  unfated  eyes  ! 

What  though  four  Johnson  cry’d,  with  cynic  fneer, 
I deem’d  at  firft,  indeed,  Bruce  had  been  there; 
“ But  foon  the  eye  of  keen  inveftigation 
Prov’d  all  the  fellow’s  tale  a fabrication,’* 
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fiut  who,  *alas!  on  Johnson’s  word  relies. 

Who  faw  the  too  kind  North  with  jaundic’d  eyes; 
Who  rode  to  Hawthornden’s  fair  fcene  by  night. 

For  fear  a Scottifh  tree  might  wound  his  fight  j 
And,  bent  from  decent  candour  to  depart, 

Allow’d  a Scotchman  neither  head  nor  heart  ? 

Grant  fiftion  half  thy  volumes  of  furprife, 

High  in  the  fcale  of  merit  lhalt  thou  rife : 

Still  to  Fame’s  temple  doft  thou  boaft  pretenfionj 
For  thine 'the  rara  avis  of  invention  ! 

And  lo  ! amidft  thy  work  of  lab’ring  years, 

A dignity  of  egotifm  appears  j 

A ftyle  that  claffic  authors  fhould  purfue  j ; 

A ftyle  that  peerlefs  *Katerfelto  knew  ! i 

Thou  dear  man-mountain  of  difcovery,  run  j 
Again  attempt  an  Abyffinian  fun ! 

Yes,  go;  a fecond  journey,  Bruce,  purfue; 

More  volumes  of  rich  hift’ry  bring  to  view. 

O run,  ere  Time  .the  fpeftred  tombs  invade. 

And  feize  the  crumbling  wonders  fj;om  the  fliade ; 
Crowd  with  fair  columns,  ftruck  by  Time,  thy  page^ 
And  fnatch  the  falling  grandeur  from  his  rage : 

Give  that  old  Time  a vomit  too,  and  draw 
More  of  Egyptian  marvels  from  his  maw ; 

I i 3 Bid 

* A late  Qelebrated  philofopher  and  conjuror. 
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Bid  him  difgorge  (by  m9derns  call’d  a hum). 
Scratch’d  by  ten  thoufand  trav’lers,  Memnon’s  bum  s 
And,  what  all  rarities  muft  needs  furpafs. 

The  tail,  the  curious  tail  of  Balaam’s  afs. 

Say,  what  fhould  flop,  O Bruce,  thy  grand  career > 
Of  Fame  the  fav’rite,  and  no  child  of  Fear  ? 
Danger’s  huge  form,  fo  dread  to  vulgar  eyes. 

Pants  at  thy  prefence,  and  a coward,  flies. 

Where  other  trav’lers,  fraught  with  terror,  roam, 

Lo  ! Bruce  in  Wonder-Land  is  quite  at  home; 

The  fame  cool  eye  on  Nature’s  forms  looks  down-j 
I. ions  and  rats,  the  courtier  and  the  clown. 

Whate’er  thine  aftion,  wonder  crowds  the  tale 
It  fmells  of  Brobdignag— it  boafts  a fcale  ! 

Fond  of  the  lofty,  Bruce  no  pigmy  loves— 

Who  likes  a pigmy,  that  a giant  moves  ? 

Again — what  pigmy,  with  a form  of  lath. 

Loft  in  his  fliadow,  likes  the  Man  of  Gath  t 
The  bowerly  lioftefs,  for  a cart-horfe  fit. 

Scorns  Daphne’s  reed-like  fliape,  and  calls  her  chifi- 
Whilft  on  the  rough  rohufiious  lump  of  Nature, 
Contemptuous  Daphne  v/nifpers,  ‘'What  a creature  V* 
Pity  ! purfuits  like  thine  flionld  feel  a paufe  ! 

More  tlian  half-fmother’d  by  fair  Fame’s  applaule, 

I fee 
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I fee  thee  fafe  return’d  from  Marvel’s  mine, 

Whofe  gems  in  ev’ry  rock  fo  precious  fhine  j • 

Proud  of  the  produdl  of  a world  unknown. 
Unloading  all  thy  treafure  at  the  throne  j 
While  courtiers  tyy  aloud  with  one  accord, 

Moft  marv’lous  is  the  reign  of  George  the  Third  !’* 
How  like  the  butchers  boys  we  fometimes  meet. 
Stuck  round  with  bladders,  in  a London  ftreet; 

In  full-blown  majefty  who  move,  and  drop 
The  bloated  burden  in  an  Oilman’s  fhop; 

While  country  bumpkins,  gazing  at  the  door. 

Cry  they  ne'er  %eed  zo  vine  azight  hevore!'* 

I fee  old  Nile,  the  king  of  floods,  arife. 

Shake  hands,  and  welcome  thee  with  happy  eyes  j 
Otters  and  alligators  in  his  train. 

Made  by  the  five  immortal  volumes  vain ; 

Weafels  and  polecats,  fheregrigs,  carrion-crows. 

Seen  and  fmelt  only  by  thine  eyes  and  nofe. 

Son  of  the  Arts,  and  Coufm  of  a King, 

Loud  as  a kettle-drum  whofe  actions  ring,” 
Exclaims  the  king  of  floods,  “ thy  books  I’ve  read/ 

“ And,  for  thy 'birth-place,  epvy  Brother  Tweed.” 
O Bruce,  by  Fame  for  ever  to  be  fung ; 

Job’s  war-horfe  fierce,  thy  neck  with  thunder  hung: 

I i 4 When 
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When  envious  Death  fhall  pud  thee  in  his  ftable. 
Snipp’d  life’s  fine  diread,  that  fiiould  have  been  a cable ; 
Lo  ! to  thy  merri’ry  fhall  the  marble  fwell, 
Maufoleum  huge,  and  all  thy  adions  tell ! 

Here,  in  fair  fculpture,  the  recording  ftones 
Shall  give  thee  glorious,  cracking  lions  bones ; 

There,  which  the  fqueamifli  fouls  of  Britain  fhocks. 
Rich  fteaks  devouring  from  the  living  ox : 

Here,  flaring  on  thee  from  the  realm  of  water. 

Full  many  a virtuofo  alligator; 

There,  Bruce  informing  queens,  in  naked  pride. 
The  feel  and  colour  of  a Scotfman’s  hide ; 

Here  of  the  genealogy  a tree. 

Branching  from  Solomon’s  wife  trunk  to  thee; 
There,  with  a valour  nought  could  dare  withfland, 
Bruce  fighting  an  hytena  hand  to  hand; 

Which  dread  hyaena  ( what  a bead;  uncouth ! ) 

Fought  with  a pound  of  candles  in  his  mouth: 

Here  temples  burfting  glorious  on  the  view. 

Which  Hist’ry,  though  a goffip,  never  knew; 
There  columns  flatting  from  the  earth  and  flood. 

Juft:  like  the  razor-fidi  from  fand  and  mud: 

Here  a wife  Monarch,  with  voracious  looks. 
Receiving  all  thy  drawings  and  thy  books; 


Whilft 
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Whilft  Fame  behind  him  all  fo  folemn  fings 
The  lib’ral  fpirit  of  the  beft  of  Kings. 

t 

Man  fays,  O Bruce,  that  thou  wcrt  hardly  us’dj 
That  our  great  King  at  firft  thy  book  refus’d ; 

Indeed  look’d  grimly  ’midft  his  courtier  crew. 

Who,  gentle  courtiers ! all  look’d  grimly  too ! 

Thus  when  in  black  the  lofty  Sky  looks  down. 

The  fympathizing  Sea  reflefts  a frown; 

Vale,  cattle,  reptile,  infect,  man  and  maid. 

All  mope,  and  feem  to  forrow  in  the  fhade. 

V 

Steep  is  th’  afeent,  and  narrow  is  the  road. 

Ah  me ! that  leads  to  Fame’s  divine  abode: 

Yet  thick,  (through  lanes,  like  pilgrimaging  rats. 
Unaw’d  by  mortals,  and  unfear’d  by  cats) 

What  crawling  hofts  attempt  her  facred  fane. 

And  dizzy,  drunk-like,  tumble  back  again ; 

Fall  as  the  fwains,  whofe  arms  the  damfels  fill. 
Embrace  of  elegance!  down  Greenwich-Hill; 

Whilft  thou,  Briareus  like,  with  dauntlefs  air, 
Refolv’d  to  ravifii  Fame,  immortal  Fair, 

Juft  like  our  London  bullies  with  the  w , 

Haft  fcal’d  the  cloud-capt  height,  and  forc’d  her  doors ! 

O form’d 
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O form’d  the  trav’lers  of  the  eaft  to  fcare. 
Although  thy  pow’rs  are  mighty,  learn  to  fpare ; 
Dog  fhould  not  prey  on  dog,  the  proverb  fays : 
Allow  then  brother-trav’lers,  crumbs  of  praife  j 
Like  thecj  let  others  reap  applaufe,  and  rife 
By  daring  vifits  to  Egyptian  Ikies : 

But  calmly,  lo ! thou  canft  not  fee  them  pafs ; 

This  is  a rogue  or  fool,  and  that’s  an  afs.” 

Thus  on  a tree,  whene’er  the  weather’s  fine. 

Jack  Ketch,  the  Spider,  weaves  the  fatal  line; 
Beneath  a leaf  he  hides  with  watchful  eye. 

Now  darts,  and  roping  hangs  the  trav’ling  Fly# 
Again,  moft  tirefome,  let  me  fay,  Go,  go. 
Proceed,  and  all  about  it  let  us  know : 

Led  fafely  by  thine  enterprifing  ftar, 

Hysenas  fhall  not  with  thy  journey  war: 

Uneat  by  tigers,  dare  the  foreft’s  gloom,' 

To  bid  the  barren  field  of  knowledge  bloom : 
Wave  o’er  new  pyramids  thine  eagle  wings; 

And,  hound-like,  feent  frefli  tombs  of  ancient  kin 
Which  Time  had  buried  with  the  mighty  dead. 
And  cold  Oblivion  fwallow’d  in  her  fhade; 

And  mind,  (’tis  Hist’ry’s  province  to  JurpriJe) 
That  tales  are  fweeteft,  that  found  moft  like  lies. 
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As  the  confejfed  Juperiority  of  Mifier  Bruce  to 
Mijler  Boswell  entitles  him  to  a more  eminent 
mark  of  diJiinEiion^  I have  added  an  ODEy  in  my 
hefi  Manner y to  this  Complimentary  Epiftle,  which 
the  Congratulatory  Epiftle  to  Mifter  Boswell  can^ 
not  loafy 


ODE  TO  JAMES  BRUCE,  ESQ^ 

O BRUCE,  for  this  his  fliort  a;nd  fweet  epiftle. 
Perhaps  thou  bid’ft  the  gentle  bard  go  whiftled* 

Or  fomewhatworre,p^rfte??f^,that  rhymes  to  knight y 
That  is  to  fay,  knights  of  the  blade. 

One  time  fo  bufy  in  the  dubbing  trade. 

That,  like  to  filver,  it  was  fiioulder’d  bright^ 

Pity  ! by  hungry  critics  thou  ftiouldft  fall. 

So  clever,  and  fo  form’d  to  pleafe  us  all ! 

Thou  too,  by  royal  favour  all-furrormded. 

As  balm  fo  rich,  like  cloves  and  nutmegs  pounded  f 
Thus  the  Bag  Fox,  (how  cruelly,  alack!) 

Turn’d  out  with  turpentine  upon  his  back, 


Amidft 
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Amidft  the  war  of  hounds  and  hunters  flies ; 

Shews  fport  but,  lucklefs,  by  his  fragrance  dies  I 

Safe  from  the  fury  of  the  critic  hounds, 

O Bruce,  thou  treadefl:  Abyfllnian  grounds; 

Nor  can  our  Britifli  nofes  hunt  thy  foil: 

Indeed,  thou  need’ft  not  dread  tli’  event ; 
Surrounding  clouds  deftroy  the  feent. 

And  mock  their  mofl;  fagacious  toil : 

Yes,  in  thy  darknefs  thou  flialt  leave  the  dogs ; 
For  hares,  the  hunters  fay,  run  belt  in  fogs. 

Of  thee  and  me,  two  great  phyfleians. 

How  diff ’rent  are  the  difpofitions  ! 

Tby  foul  delights  in  wmnder,  pomp,  and  buftle ; 
Mine  in  th’  «»marvellous  and  placid  feene. 

Plain  as  the  * hut  of  our  good  King  and  Queen ; 

1 imitate  the  ftationary  mufcle. 

Yet,  boldly  thou,  O Bruce,  again  proceed ; 

Of  wonder  ope  the  fountain  head  j 

Deluge  the  land  with  Aby (Tinian  ware; 

Whilft  I,  a Ample  fon  of  peace. 

The  world  of  bagatelle  incrcafe. 

By  love-fick  fonnecs  to  the  fair : 

• A houfe  clofe  by  the  glorious  caftle  of  Windfor, 


Now 
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Now  to  Sir  Joseph,  now  a Duke,  now  Wren, 

Now  Robin  Red-breaft,  dedicate  the  pen; 

Now  Glow-worw,  child  of  fhade  and  light,  not  flame; 
To  whom,  of  wicked  wits  the  tuneful  art. 

So  very  apt,  indeed,  from  truth  to  ftart, 

Compares  the  nightly  flreet-meand’ring  dame.- 

Mild  Insect,  harmlefs  as  myfelf,  I ween ; 

Thou  little  planet  of  the  rural  fcene. 

When  fummer  warms  the  vallies  with  her  rays ; 
Accept  a trifling  fonnet  to  thy  praife. 


ODE  TO  THE  GLOW-WORM. 


Bright  Hranger,  welcome  to  my  field. 


Here  feed  in  fafety,  here  thy  radiance  yield ; 

To  me,  oh,  nightly  be  thy  fplendor  giv’n ! 
Oh,  could  a wifh  of  mine  the  Ikies  command. 
How  would  I gem  thy  leaf  with  lib’ral  hand. 
With  ev’ry  fweeteft  dew  of  Heav’n ! 


Say, 
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Say,  doil  thou  kindly  light  the  Fairy  train, 
Amidft  their  gambols  on  the  ftilly  plain. 

Hanging  thy  lamp  upon  the  moiften’d  blade  ? 
■VVhat  lamp  fo  fit,  fo  pure  as  thine, 

Amidft  the  gentle  elfin  band  to  fhine. 

And  chafe  the  horrors  of  the  midnight  fhade  \ 

Oh  ! may  no  feather’d  foe  difturb  thy  bow’r. 

And  with  barbarian  beak  thy  life  devour  ! 

Oh ! may  no  ruthlefs  torrent  of  the  fl'ty, 

O’erwhelming,  force  thee  from  thy  dewy  feat; 

Nor  tempefts  tear  thee  from  thy  green  retreat, 

% 

And  bid  thee  ’midft  the  humming  myriads  die ! 

Queen  of  the  infedl  world,  what  leaves  delight? 

Of  fuch  thefe  willing  hands  a bow’r  fhall  form, 
To  guard  thee  from  the  rufhing  rains  of  night. 
And  hide  thee  from  the  wild  v/ing  of  the  ftorm. 

Sweet  Child  of  Stillnefs,  ’midft  die  awful  calm 
Of  paufing  Nature  thou  art  pleas’d  to  dwell; 
In  happy  filence  to  enjoy  thy  balm. 

And  filed  through  life  a luftre  round  thy  cell. 


How 
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How  difFrent  man,  the  imp  of  noife  and  ftrife. 
Who  courts  the  ftorm  that  tears  and  darkens  life; 

Blcft  when  the  paflions  wild  the  foul  invade ! 
How  nobler  far  to  bid  thofe  whirlwinds  ceafei' 
To  tafte,  like  thee,  the  luxury  of  peace. 

And,  filent,  fhinc  in  folitude  and  fliadp  I 
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